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Queen’s Harbour Master 
Plymouth 

       RM Barracks 
       Stonehouse  
       Plymouth 
       PL1 3RT 
 

QHM 532/7    18 Feb 08 
 

NOTES OF THE PORT OF PLYMOUTH MARINE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2008 IN THE NBHQ 

CONFERENCE ROOM 
 

Present Representing User Group 

Cdr S Layland Queen’s Harbour Master 
Chairman 

MOD 

Lt Cdr N Trathen RN Deputy Queen’s Harbour Master MOD 
Lt Cdr R Smith RN Deputy Queen’s Harbour Master MOD 
Mrs K Curry Coastal Officer Plymouth City Council 
Capt T Charlesworth Cattewater Harbour Master Marine Commerce 
Mr C Moyse PPSA Recreation 
Mr P Patterson BMIF(SW) Maritime Commerce 
Mr C Turner Tamar Protection Society Landscape Conservation 
Mr M Kester PCC Boatmaster Marine Commerce 
Mr R Halliday Duchy of Cornwall Fundus Owners 
K Laffont Plymouth Marine Laboratory Research 
Cllr M Benson Bere Ferrers Parish Council Parish Councils 
Mr G Black Natural England Environment 
Mr T Cooper Finding Sanctuary Marine Protected Areas 
Mr B Muelaner National Trust  
Mr M Read University of Plymouth Marine Archaeology 
Mr A Rye Plymouth Federation of Sea 

Anglers 
Recreation 

 
 
Item  Discussion and Decisions Action 
1. Introduction. 1.  Cdr Layland welcomed those present and introduced 

himself as the new QHM.  He asked individuals to 
introduce themselves and to identify their parent 
organisation. 
 
2.   He advised that Lt Cdr Neil Trathen was handing over 
DQHM duties to Lt Cdr Richard Smith as of 25 Feb 08. 
 

 
 

2.  Apologies for 
Absence. 

1.  Apologies for absence had been received from Mr A 
Hutchings (Maker with Rame Parish), Mr G Wood and 
Mr M North (HM Coastguard), Mr J Hepburn (Maritime 
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Plymouth), Mr M Hagger (Diving and Marine Centre), Mr 
J Parlour (BSAC Plymouth), Mr D Curnow (RYA) and 
Mr Wiseman (Mt Edgcumbe Estates) . 
 

3. Finding 
Sanctuary 

1.  Mr Tom Hooper gave an informative presentation on 
the ‘Finding Sanctuary’ project which began in 2004.  The 
project aims to build a database of how the maritime space 
around the coast of Somerset, Dorset, Devon and Cornwall 
is used with detailed information on activities, species, 
habitats, fish spawning areas and the different types of 
seabed.  The main goals of the project are to provide 
information to better understand the pressures on the 
marine environment and aid evidenced based decision 
making.  
 

 

4.  Notes of the 
previous 
meeting. 

1.  The notes of the meeting held 12 October 2007 were 
accepted.  A few personnel did not receive the minutes and 
asked if it was possible to receive them by e-mail.  DQHM 
explained that through previous experience it was found to 
be more reliable to send hard copies of the minutes in the 
post. 
 

 
 
 
 

5. a)    Phoenix Wharf Landing Stage 
 
The official name is now ‘The Barbican Landing Stage’.  
Dean & Dyball are mobilising on 18 Feb 08 with works on 
Commercial Wharf scheduled until the end of May.  There 
will be no restrictions on vessels navigating in Sutton 
Channel.  However, the harbour cruise vessels and 
Mountbatten Ferry will operate from alternative berths as 
the works progress.   
 
The issue of piling in Sutton Harbour was passed to TECF.  
The outcome was that Sutton Harbour believed they did 
not need planning permission as it was on their land. 
 
b)   Educational Events 
 
The CO made everyone aware of the new form that is 
available to advertise educational events in the Tamar 
Estuary.  Activities submitted will be published on the 
TECF website. DQ clarified that recreational water events 
such as sailing and rowing race did not need to be 
submitted as these are already covered by the Water Events 
Diary. 
 
c)  Weir Quay Development 
 
Cllr Benson provided an update on the recent consultation 
concerning future development at Weir Quay.  A 
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presentation was made to members of the public in Dec 07 
with around 400 attending.  A local opinion poll had been 
conducted with a majority of 95% wishing to maintain the 
status quo and against any significant development.   
 
The floating classroom was still under discussion with 
TVAONB looking to take the project forward.  Cllr 
Benson voiced his concerns over the size and the speed of 
the vessel.   Given the size of the vessel it could cause a 
hazard to navigation/obstruction in the relatively shallow 
and narrow upper reaches of the Tamar. Additional a 30ft a 
walking pontoon would be required for boarding at Weir 
Quay.  A meeting for TVAONB and interested parties is 
scheduled for the end of this month.  
 
A land owner just south of Weir Quay has concerns over 
the loss of Salt Marsh habitat and erosion of mudflats 
adjacent to his land. Mr Black (NE) advised that a site 
meeting had been held and it was likely that post graduate 
student would undertake a project to investigate the issue.  
 
d)  Diving Areas 
 
DQHM advised that the dive training areas off the 
Breakwater Fort and Raveness Beacon had now been 
removed from the Admiralty Charts. 
  

6.  SAC Matters 1.  Mr Black presented Natural England’s report (attached). 
 
2.  DQHM advised that dredging works were being carried 
out at Royal William Yard, a small scale project using 
water injection dredging.  An assessment had been carried 
out and environmental monitoring would be carried out 
during the works. 
 

 

7. TECF 
Management 
Plan 

1.  CO informed all present that this was her first PPMLC 
meeting.  She said that it will be an exciting time with 
many things happening in the area. 
 
2.  CO gave a detailed presentation on the current key 
projects as follows:   
 
a.  Maintenance Dredging Protocol  
 
A project brief has been drafted and is awaiting publication 
of DEFRA guidance before finalising the scope and 
deliverables.  Detailed funding arrangements will need to 
be agreed once the costs are refined.  An ambitious 
completion date is Summer 2008 is the target.   
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b.  Marine Conservation Zones 
 
This will explore the potential for the protected areas and 
management in the local area.  A working group will be 
meeting 14 Mar 08 at which the objectives would be 
clarified.  Completion is due in 2009 althouth the 
implementation will take longer. 
 
c.  Plymouth Local Development Framework: Planning 
Obligations (Local Tariff)  
 
As part of Plymouth’s growth agenda and Local 
Development Framework, a tariff is being proposed for 
each new house to contribute to infrastructure costs for 
providing education, health transport etc but also the costs 
of managing increased recreational pressure on the 
European Marine Site. The proposal is for a tariff of 
£14,759 for a 3 bedroomed house of which £35.78 is for 
managing the European Marine Site. Consultation is 
completed and responses need to be reviewed.    
 
d.  Coastal Planning 
 
The Special Planning Document will amplify the policies 
in the core strategy relating to coastal planning matters.  It 
will address the impacts of additional recreational use, set 
out coastal planning application considerations and provide 
guidance on coastal and marine consents and consultation 
procedures.  
      

8.  European 
Funding Projects 

1.  The CO explained the new EU Programme that has the 
Coastal, Maritime and Transport as its main issues. 
 
2.  CO then gave a short presentation on the rundown of 
the cross border programme.  The main initiatives and the 
key partners are as follows: 
 
Sea Nergy  –  Marine Institue 
Cherbourg Nautisme Espace Manche  –  Manche Tourism 
Charter  –  Cotes d’Amour, Cornwall County Council and   
                  SW Ports 
DICOMAP  –  Marine Institute 
 
3.  TECF is not in a position to provide any funding but 
will be working to see if by providing support in kind 
through officer time, benefits can accrue to TECF.  
 
 

 

9.  Review of 
Dockyard Port of 

QHM advised that the draft revisions was nearing 
completion but had been slightly delayed due to staff 

 
QHM 
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Plymouth Order changeovers.  The aim will be to publish the revised Order 
on the TECF website for consultation next month.   
 

10. Maritime 
Plymouth 

DQHM reported that Mr Hepburn had gone to a lot of 
effort to arrange a meeting of all recreational water users to 
discuss safety and to gain a better understanding of each 
others recreational activities procedures and constrains.  2 
dates were proposed for a meeting to be held in the Mount 
Batten Water Sports Centre.  Unfortunately there had been 
very limited response to the invitation.  Although 
disappointing this may be an indication of there being no 
major problems.   
 

 

11.  Major 
Maritime Events 

1.  Lt Cdr Trathen gave notice of the following events 
currently planned for 2008: 
 
11 May                 TRANSAT Start 
14 Jun                   Rowing Regatta 
14-15 Jun              OCR Powerboat Race 
21 – 22 Jun            Round Britain Powerboat Race 
27 Jul – 3 Aug       Port of Plymouth Regatta and Classic 
                              Boat Rally 
12-13 Sep              Rowing Championships 
 
2.  The Class 1 Powerboats Grand Prix would not held held 
in Plymouth this year.  Consequently, an approach had 
been received from Honda F4 Series organisers to hold a 
heat in Plymouth joining up with the OCR event.  
 
3.  During early summer there will be a large submarine 
move.  There will be restrictions in place for a few hours 
either side of the move.  Details will be promulgated nearer 
the time. 
 

 

12.  Any other 
business 

1.  TECF Website 
 
CO was made aware that the link to the Environment 
Agency on the TECF website doesn’t work.  CO said that 
she would look into it and try to resolve the problem. 
 
2.  Coronation Protective Wreck Site 
 
It has been requested that any activity seen on the site is to 
be reported to the Marine Heritage Section.  DQHM would 
instruct the Port Control to monitor.  
 

 
 
CO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DQHM 

12.  Dates of 
Meetings. 

1.  Dates of the forthcoming PPMLC and TECF meetings 
were published as follows: 
 
PPMLC                                         TECF 
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12 Jun 08                                        13 Mar 08 
16 Oct 08                                        12 Jun 08 
12 Feb 09                                        13 Nov 08  
 

 
Distribution: 
NBC, All Committee members. 
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Mr C Richards 
PPSA 
52 Court Road 
Newton Ferrers 
Plymouth 
PL8 1DH 
c.g.richards@btinternet.com 
 

Mr P Bromley 
Fisheries Manager 
Plymouth Fish Market 
Sutton Harbour 
Plymouth PL1 2LR 
p.bromley@sutton-harbour.co.uk 

Mr D Curno 
RYA Representative 
9 Conway Gardens 
Beacon Park 
Plymouth PL2 2RT 
swrya@davecurno.co.uk 

Mr B Muelaner 
National Trust 
Cornwall Office 
Lanhydrock 
Bodmin Cornwall PL30 4DE 
Brian.Muelaner@nationaltrust. 
org.uk 

Mr A Rye 
Plymouth Federation of Sea Anglers 
24 Scott Road 
PL2 3DX 
andy@elryford.freeserve.co.uk  

J Banfield 
National Trust 
Saltram House 
Plympton 
Plymouth 
Pl7 3UH 

Mr J Parlour 
BSAC (Plymouth) 
10 Broom Park 
Plymstock 
Plymouth 
PL9 9QH 
Jon.Parlour@ddrc.org 

Mr A R Hutchings 
Maker With Rame Parish Council 
15 Camperknowle Close 
Millbrook 
Cornwall 
PL10 1QB 
tonyhutch577@btinternet.com 

Mr F Knott 
Diving and Sailing Centre 
Administrative Services Dept 
University of Plymouth 
Drakes Circus 
Plymouth PL4 8AA 
fknott@plymout.ac.uk 

Mr J P H Wiseman FRICS 
Michelmore Hughes  
for Mount Edgcumbe Estates 
The Old Surgery 
26 Fore Street 
Totnes Devon TQ9 5DX 
land-agency@michelmorehughes.co.uk 
 

Mr C Moyse 
PPSA 
25 The Dell 
Plympton 
PLYMOUTH 
PL7 4PS 
Chris.moyse@total-freight.co.uk 
 

Mr R Halliday 
Duchy of Cornwall 
Station Road 
Liskeard 
Cornwall PL14 4EE 
JSmith@DuchyofCornwall.gov.uk 

Mr R Nelson/Ms H Nelson 
DEO (South) 
MO 55  
Morice Yard 
HMNB 
 

Mrs J Massey (for Cllr I Kirk)) 
Calstock Parish Council 
Clearmist 
Sandhill 
Gunnislake, Cornwall 
PL18 9DR 
geoff.roberts1@tiscali.co.uk 

Mr G Wood 
HM Coastguard 
Marine Drive 
Hannafore 
West Looe 
Cornwall PL13 2DJ 
Gerry.Wood@mcga.gov.uk 

Mr P Patterson 
British Marine Industries  
Federation (SW) 
The Multihull Centre 
Foss Quay 
Millbrook Cornwall PL10 
pip@multihullcentre.co.uk 

Mrs K Curry 
Coastal Officer 
 Plymouth City Council 
Civic Centre 
Armada Way 
Plymouth PL1 2EW 
coastal@plymouth.gov.uk 

Ms  C Ridout,   MAO 
Devon Wildlife Trust 
Wembury Marine Centre 
Church Road  
Wembury 
Plymouth PL9 0HP 
info@wemburymarinecentre.org 
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Mr M North 
HM Coast Guard 
Unit 1 
Union Road 
Kingsbridge 

  Devon 
  TQ7 1EF 

Mr J Hepburn 
Maritime Plymouth 
Little Mew 
Spring Road Plymouth PL9 0AY 
mewstone.enterprises@tiscali.co 
.uk 

Sgt P Cawrse 
Ministry of Defence Police 
Newman House 
N215A 
HM Naval Base 
Devonport 
Plymouth 

Dr A Linley 
Plymouth Marine Laboratory 
Prospect Place 
West Hoe 
Plymouth Devon PL1 3DH 
Annie.linley@pml-applications.co.uk 

Bere Ferrers Parish Council 
The Council Offices 
Station Road 
Bere Alston 
Devon 
PL20 7EL 

Mr M Kester 
Plymouth City Boatmaster 
Phoenix Wharf 
Plymouth 
PL1 

Mr C Turner 
Tamar Valley Protection Society 
9 The Limes 
Crownhill Plymouth PL6 5YJ 
chris.p.turner1@jobcentreplus. 
gsi.gov.uk 

Mr C J Gaulton 
Chairman, Millbrook Lake Mooring Association 
Riverview 
Southdown 
Millbrook 
Cornwall PL10 1EZ 

Cllr Mike Benson 
Bere Ferrers Parish Council 
10 The Square 
Bere Alston 
Yelverton 
Devon PL20 7BH 
mikebenson80@hotmail.com 

Mr C Davis 
Natural England 
Level 2 
Renslade House 
Bonhay Road 
Exeter Devon EX4 3AW 
chris.davis@naturalengland.org.uk 

Mr P Gregory 
838 Wolseley Road 
Plymouth 
Devon 
PL5 1JU 

 

Mr M Read 
4 Commercial Street 
Coxside 
Plymouth PL4 0LN 
M.Read@plymouth.ac.uk 
 

Captain T Charlesworth 
Cattewater Harbour Master 
2 The Barbican 
Plymouth 
PL2 2LR 
harbourmaster@plymouthport.org.uk 
 

Mr Hugh Tyler 
Natural England 
Cornwall, Devon and Isles of Scilly Team 
2nd Floor, Palace Building 
Quay Street, Truro TR1 2HE 
Hugh.Tyler@naturalengland.org.uk 
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