TO

SIR JOHN ST. AUBYN, BART.

SIR,

AvtroucH I am far from confidering the following per-
formance as worthy of a~ formal Dedication, I cannot help
availing mylelf of the opportunity which it offers (the
only public one I may ever have) of acknowledging the
many civilities which you have condefcended to thow me.
Permit me, atthe fame time, to aflure you, that, however
imperfect the Work may be, my folicitude in executing it
has not been the lefs, that the Colleétion to which it re-
fers has pafled into your pofleflion: that Colletion it may
tend to render more valuable, and thereby entitle me in
fome degree to a continuance of the confidential freedom

with which you have hitherto allowed me to confult it.

I am, Sig,

with molt fincere refpeét,

your obliged and grateful fervant,

Bafingball-firea,
Oa.1, 179q.
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