Parent Governor Information Sheet

BACKGROUND

School governors are the largest group of
volunteers in the country. There are over 1,500
school governors in Plymouth alone. Your
child’s school has 3 vacancies for parent
governors. Parent governors are elected by
the parents of pupils in the school and are vital
to a governing body because they ensure that
the other governors are kept in touch with the
concerns and issues of most importance to our
parents.

WHO ARE SCHOOL GOVERNORS?
WHAT DO THEY DO?

Governors are people who wish to make a
positive contribution to the school and the
education of its children. They will contribute
to the effective day-to-day running of the
school and have an effective input toward the
educational achievements of its pupils.

A governing body’s overriding responsibility is
to work in partnership with the head teacher to
promote continuous improvement in the
performance of the school. This involves the
establishment of a development plan, the
setting of challenging but achievable targets
and the interpretation of information to assess
progress and determine appropriate action.
Typically, a governor’s duties will average at
around 6 hours of spare time each month.
Aligned to its improvement role, the governing
body is there to be a ‘critical friend’ who can
provide the right balance between supporting
and challenging the performance of both the
head teacher and the school.

TRAINING AND SUPPORT

Plymouth LA values the voluntary contribution
of its governors and in return aims to provide a
high quality training and support service.

Governors are able to access this support in a
variety of ways including training courses and a
helpline for any queries. A regular newsletter
is sent to all school governors in the Plymouth
area to keep them informed of developments in
education policy and current best practices.

BECOMING A PARENT GOVERNOR

Being a parent governor can be stimulating,
enjoyable and rewarding. If you have the
enthusiasm and the time to become closely
involved in the running of the school then
please consider putting yourself forward for
one of the current vacancies.

Parent Governors are an important component
in achieving an effective and well-balanced
governing body. They are in a good position to
understand the views of fellow parents but they
are not required to carry out the wishes of the
parent body, whatever these might be.

You will be a member of the governing body of
the school and will have the same powers,
duties and responsibilities as all other
governors.

Contact xxxxxxx - Chair of Governors

on Xxxxxx or write directly to him at the
school address.




