Principle 9 - Provide active ground floor frontages

3.67 Primary entrances and active ground floor frontages
should be provided onto the public realm, particularly
in the City and local centres, to generate pedestrian
activity on the streets and spaces. The uses in the
ground floors, especially in key locations, are an
important factor in the positive use of the adjoining
spaces. Retail, commercial and office uses are good
candidates. In areas where high density housing in
the form of flats or apartments are proposed, a single
entrance should be avoided where it fronts onto the

public realm. A number of separate entrances serves

to create activity around the building rather than in

Sheffield - Active, vibrant street scene

just one or two locations.

Principle 10 - Be accessible to all users

3.68 Development proposals should contribute to a fully accessible neighbourhood or district by:

Creating direct, safe, attractive pedestrian and cycle routes throughout the neighbourhoods
and districts and in particular, to centres and public transport nodes.

Promoting effective public transport links with public transport nodes located at centres.
Promoting links to adjacent neighbourhoods and city districts.

Promoting access to parks and green spaces

Locating larger scale facilities that serve a wider area (e.g. secondary schools, strategic
employment areas) on sites that are accessible from multiple neighbourhoods, and well
served by public transport. The highest densities in close proximity to local centres and
public transport, where there are the greatest opportunities to walk.

Locating employment opportunities close to centres, unless these represent or if “bad
neighbour uses” in which case, these should be easily

accessible by public transport, walking or cycling.
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Crowthodne: TRL Figure 4.1 Integrating new developments into the existing urban fabric is essential
(source: The Uirban Design Compendiom’).
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Integrating new development into the existing urban fabric - Manual for Streets DoT, DCLG and Welsh Assembly 2007
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Figure 4.4 (a) dispersed and car-dependent versus
(b) traditional, compact and walkable layout.

a) Traditional layout b) Impermeable layout - DoT, DCLG and
Welsh Assembly 2007
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Principle 11 - Be safe uncluttered and varied

3.69 Development proposals should be designed having regard
to their relationship to adjacent streets and public spaces.
Development proposals should seek to:

Promote character in the townscape and landscape
- ensuring high-quality, local distinctiveness, and
richness of detail - using sustainable, local materials
wherever possible.

Seek to enhance Plymouth’s hierarchy of routes, ;
streets and spaces whilst promoting an attractive, Reduction of clutter - Kensington High Street
safe, uncluttered environment that is comfortable and
accessible for all.

Ensure appropriate continuity of street frontages and enclosure of space - clearly defining
public and private areas.

Respond positively to street widths, adjoining buildings, topography, views, vistas,
landmarks and the general pattern of heights in the area.

Provide primary entrances and active ground floor frontages onto the public realm.

Seek to reduce the clutter associated with many of our streets and spaces.

Provide public art as an integral part of the design process with key proposals.

Do you think the Design Principles are adequately explained and illustrated?

Any other comments about this section?




Further Guidance and Contacts

Further guidance
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By Design, DTLR/CABE, 2000.

Urban Design Compendium 1 and 2 — English Partnerships / the Housing Corporation. 2000
and 2007

Design Strategy for Plymouth, LDA Design, 2005

Planning Policy Statement No 1 Delivering Sustainable Communities, 2005
Planning Policy Statement No. 3 Housing, 2006

The Manual for Streets, DCLG & DOT, June 2007

Contacts

CABE

The Tower Building
1 Kemble Street
London

WC2B 4AN
www.cabe.org.uk

The Urban Design Group
70 Cowcross Street
London

EC1M 6EJ
www.udg.org.uk




