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The Education Service in Plymouth has been nationally assessed as high performing, and 
the City Council is aiming to continue this success by providing high quality learning 
opportunities for all its residents.  
 
Key Education objectives for the City Council over the next three years include improving the 
quality of school buildings, extending inclusive educational opportunities for pupils with 
special needs, raising pupil attainment and ensuring there are a range of formal and informal 
curriculum opportunities available to young people. 
 
Currently, nearly 40,000 young people, from the youngest nursery pupils to sixth form 
students, are supported by the City's Education Service. 
 
For nursery pupils, All Plymouth First works in partnership with the City Council to ensure 
that the needs of parents and carers living in the area are met, and is developing plans to 
increase the number of child care places available in Plymouth. 
    
There are 76 primary schools within Plymouth’s boundary, and the majority of towns and 
villages in the surrounding countryside have their own primary school. 
 
There are 17 state secondary schools in the city and six independent private schools 
(primary and secondary). There are also eight schools for children with disabilities and 
special needs. All secondary schools in Plymouth have specialist status, making Plymouth 
one of only two local educational authorities to receive this accolade. Three secondary 
schools in the city are selective grammar and there are also a number of Catholic and 
Church of England schools at both primary and secondary school level. 
 
Educational Achievement 
 
For the year 2006, the GCSE results for Plymouth showed 59.8% of pupils achieving the five 
A* - C benchmark compared to the England average of 59.2%. Devonport High School for 
Boys and Devonport High School for Girls achieved 99% and 98% five A* - C pass rates 
respectively. 
 



 
 

The city's three grammar schools, Devonport High School for Boys and Devonport and 
Plymouth High Schools for Girls, achieved some of the highest A-level average scores in the 
country whilst Hele's School was also one of the top A-level performers with students 
achieving an average of 861.6 points compared to the England average of 721.5. 
 
Independent Schools 
 
There are four independent schools in Plymouth offering places to the 3 - 11 year age group. 
The two independent schools for 11 - 18 year olds offer both day and boarding facilities. 
Kelly College, which is located on the edge of Tavistock, offers places for the age groups of 
2�� - 11 and 11 – 18, with day and flexible boarding facilities available from the age of 9 
onwards. 
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University of Plymouth 
 
The University of Plymouth has 26,000 full time students and a further 6,000 at partner 
colleges, and comprises four main campuses which house the following faculties: 
  
o Plymouth  Health and Social Work, Social Science and Business, Science, 

Technology and part of the Peninsula Medical School 
 
o Exeter Arts, Architecture and Humanities' School of Arts & Design and 

School of Arts & Humanities. The Institute of Health Studies 
also operates from Exeter 

 
o Exmouth  Education 
 
o Seale Hayne  Land, Food and Leisure 

(near Newton Abbot) 
 
The University's Institute of Health Studies also has dedicated student facilities at Pool (near 
Redruth, Cornwall) and Taunton. 
 



 
 

The Faculty of Technology in Plymouth has a student population of approximately 2,500 and 
specialises in Engineering, Environmental Building, Computing, Marine Technology, 
Mathematics and Statistics. The University runs many unique courses and modules, such as 
Diving and Underwater Technology, Coastal Engineering, Robotics and Automated Systems, 
Multimedia Productions and Technology, MedicaLab Arts and Advanced Composite 
Materials. The Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering is now one of the leading 
researchers in information storage engineering in the U.K.  
 
The University has close links with overseas, UK and local industry and businesses through 
its consultancy and research work, and local companies participate in joint projects.  
 
Peninsula Medical School 
 
The Peninsula Medical School is founded on a unique partnership between the Universities 
of Exeter and Plymouth and the National Health Service within Devon and Cornwall. 
Established in August 2000, it commenced delivery of its Undergraduate Programme in 
Autumn 2002. There is a strong research base focused in the Institute of Biomedical and 
Clinical Science, Institute of Health and Social Care and the Institute of Clinical Education. 
The Research Institutes work closely with their partners mentioned above in seeking to 
develop region-wide collaborations and integration between disciplines 
 
The School has seven sites, with three in Plymouth, three in Exeter and one in Cornwall, and 
its head office is located at the Tamar Science Park in Plymouth. 
 
Peninsula Dental School 
 
Having established a highly-successful undergraduate programme, Peninsula Medical 
School was selected from an intense national competition to create the Peninsula Dental 
School, the first new dental school in the UK for 40 years, which will train 64 dentists a year 
and offer a joint Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) degree through the Universities of Exeter 
and Plymouth. The four-year undergraduate programme, designed for science graduates or 
healthcare professional entry, commenced on 17 September 2007. 



 
 

Academy of Radiology  
 
The Peninsula Radiology Academy is one of three pilot radiology academy sites developed 
by the Department of Health in the UK (the other two being in Norwich and Leeds). 
 
The Peninsula Radiology Academy is both a specific educational environment for radiology 
trainees and a more general training, meeting and conferencing facility. It contains a full 
complement of modern multimedia facilities, PACS and CT workstations, skills laboratories, 
clinical simulators, library resources, and areas for peer-group work and meetings. 
 
University College Plymouth St Mark & St John 
 
The University College Plymouth St Mark & St John (Marjon) has an academic community of 
approximately 5000 people. Its educational activities have continued to evolve in response to 
local, regional, national and international needs, and it is about to undertake an impressive 
multi-million pound capital investment project which will see further development and 
refurbishment across the site. 
 
In 2007 Marjon received Taught Degree Awarding Powers which provided it University 
College Status and the ability to accredit its own degrees (previously awarded by the 
University of Exeter). With this new status, the College was once again retitled as it is now 
known, University College Plymouth St Mark & St John. 
 
The following subject areas are offered by Marjon: 
 
o Children, Youth and Community 
o Computing and Information Technology 
o Creative Writing 
o Drama 
o Education and Teacher training 
o English Language Teaching 
o English, Language and Literature 
o Outdoor, Environment and Geography 

o Management 
o Media, Public Relations and Culture 
o Philosophy 
o Applied Psychology 
o Sociology 
o Speech and Language Therapy 
o Sport, Health, Coaching and PE 



 
 

 
City College Plymouth 
 
City College Plymouth is a partner college of the University of Plymouth and offers a wide 
range of university level courses, many of which can also be studied on a part-time basis. 
Foundation degrees are offered through the University of Plymouth Colleges Faculty (UPC), 
enabling students to benefit from both University and College facilities and services.  
 
City College also provides A-level courses, vocational courses in hairdressing, construction, 
computing, and much more including skills for life, skills and qualifications for those returning 
to work after a break, and qualifications to enable career progression. 
  
The College has won three national awards including two Beacon Awards and a National 
Training Award; two of these involved partnerships with other organisations.  In addition, the 
College gained Centre of Vocational Excellence (CoVE) status for High-Technology 
Engineering, Marine Engineering and Technology, and Hospitality and Tourism. 
 
Plymouth College of Art and Design  
 
As one of only four specialist colleges of art and design in the UK, Plymouth College of Art 
and Design provides unrivalled expertise across all creative subjects. Part-time or full-time 
courses, from introductory to degree level, are available to those looking for a career in the 
creative industries, one of the fastest growing industries in the UK. 
 
Courses are available in the following subject areas: 
 
o Photography 
o Graphic Design 
o Fine Art Practices 
o Film Arts 
o Fashion 
o Design for Games 
o Applied Arts; Ceramics, Glass, Metals 
o Animation Arts 

o Spatial Design 
o Graphic Design 
o 3D Design 
o Art and Design 
o Digital Graphics and Interactive Media 
o Fashion and Textiles 
o Media (Moving Image) 
o Art, Design and Media 

 


