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Plymouth Hospital NHS Trust provides general hospital services to 430,000 people in 
Plymouth, West Devon, South Hams Area and East Cornwall.  
 
Plymouth's Derriford Hospital provides a number of specialist hospital services to more than 
1.6 million people in Devon and Cornwall, and this can extend to some cases in the 
bordering areas of Dorset and Somerset. The main specialist and tertiary services currently 
provided are - 
 
o Cardiothoracic surgery and 

cardiology 
o Neurosurgery and neurology 

o Renal transplant surgery 
o Some specialist cancer treatments 
o Plastic surgery and burns 

 
Derriford Hospital is set to expand considerably over the next 3 years with a £101 million 
investment to develop new hospital facilities in line with the Government's NHS Plan. The 
Peninsula Medical School was established in August 2000 and commenced delivery of its 
Undergraduate Programme in Autumn 2002. The School is founded on a unique partnership 
between the Universities of Exeter and Plymouth and the NHS within Devon and Cornwall. 
 
Having established a highly successful undergraduate programme, the Peninsula Medical 
School was selected to create the Peninsula Dental School, and the Department of Health 
also chose Plymouth as one of three places in the country for a Radiology Academy. 
 
The Trust works closely with the Plymouth Primary Care Trust and enjoys an excellent 
working relationship with the South Hams and West Devon Primary Care Trust and with the 
East Cornwall Primary Care Group.  
 
There are around 30 dental and 46 GP practices in the city, together with a number of 
opticians and chiropodists. Plymouth also has a choice of alternative medical practices in the 
city, providing treatment in a variety of disciplines. Practitioners include chiropractors, 
osteopaths, aromatherapists, homeopaths, acupuncturists and herbalists. 
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Nuffield Hospital has two hospitals in Devon. One is located in Plymouth (opposite Derriford 
Hospital) and the other in Exeter. The Plymouth Hospital provides a comprehensive range of 
healthcare services.  


