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A variety of housing is available in Plymouth, ranging from the traditional 'semi', to cottages, 
and to stylish waterfront apartments complete with their own boat mooring. Wherever you 
live you will not be far from the city, moorland, countryside and beaches and, with water 
surrounding approximately two-thirds of the city, and moorland/countryside the remaining 
third, many residential areas have spectacular waterfront and/or moorland views. 
 
Much post war building has taken place in Plymouth, with the largest residential 
developments having been carried out to the north and east of the city. 
 
In addition to the usual methods of home ownership, a large rented accommodation market 
has evolved. Property available to rent varies from studio accommodation, used in the main 
by the large University student population, to a comprehensive range of executive 'lets' which 
are ideal for temporary residents or those moving to Plymouth who wish to spend more time 
choosing their new home. The council house exchange system operates in the city.  
 
Many districts in the city offer a mixture of older and modern housing with the majority having 
their own shopping centres, health centres and schools. 
 
Dartmoor, Bodmin Moor and several towns and country/coastal villages can be reached 
within a 40-minute drive of Plymouth and offer diverse housing.  
 
Another benefit of living in the area is the significantly lower house and car insurance costs 
brought about because crime rates in Devon and Cornwall are lower than the national 
average.  
 
Prices 
 
Set out below are house prices for Plymouth, Devon and Cornwall showing comparisons with 
Greater London and the South East, taken from the HM Land Registry, Housing Price Index.  
 



 
 

 

Average Price (£) of Residential Property Sales, Ap ril 2008 

Location Detached Semi-Detached Terraced Flat/Maisonette Average Price 

Cornwall 305,499 186,049 160,809 153,726 213,534 

Devon 320,348 196,690 161,659 138,005 212,623 

Plymouth 308,360 158,521 133,659 86,974 145,075 

Greater London 618,831 359,904 320,885 314,921 350,925 

 
Property Publications 
 
Local daily newspaper, The Herald, produces its ‘Homeseeker’ supplement every Thursday 
in conjunction with the local estate agents, providing a comprehensive picture of the housing 
market in Plymouth. ‘Homes to Let’ is published every Tuesday with information on property 
to rent in the area. 
 
Rented Accommodation 
 
In June 2008 average rents for a house range from £3,000 a month in London to £931 
outside the south east.  For flats, the rental difference is £2,000 a month in central London, 
£854 in the south east and £585 a month elsewhere. (source – Association of Residential 
Letting Agents) 
 
Below are average rents, based on figures being quoted by local agencies in June 2008. 
 

Location 
4-Bedroomed Detached/ 
Waterside Apartments 

3-Bedroomed Semi-
Detached 

1-Bedroomed Flat/ 
Maisonette 

Cornwall £1197 pcm £713 pcm £392 pcm 

Devon £1262 pcm £710 pcm £472 pcm 

Plymouth £1231 pcm £775 pcm £500 pcm 
pcm – per calendar month 

 
The variety of housing available to purchase in Plymouth and surrounding area is also 
reflected in the rental market and there are letting agencies that specialise in this market. 


