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Plymouth is the largest city in the South West region after Bristol and is the second largest 
on the south coast of England. It has a resident population of 248,100 and a further 100,000 
in its Travel-to-Work area. 
 
The city is located in an area of outstanding natural beauty, with the Dartmoor National Park 
to the north, the natural harbour of Plymouth Sound to the south and the Plym and Tamar 
estuaries on either side. Plymouth's rich history and maritime heritage combines the 
advantages of city living with the benefits of having the countryside and coastline of Devon 
and Cornwall on its doorstep.  
 
It is anticipated that there will be over £1 billion of investment in Plymouth over the next 
twenty years, including the £200 million Drake Circus shopping centre which opened in the 
city centre on 5 October 2006 with 60,800 sq m (654,000 sq ft) of shops, restaurants, cafés 
and car parking for 1,270 cars.  
 
Plymouth City Council has employed the world-renowned city architect David Mackay, and 
the 'Mackay Vision' for the city will significantly enhance the scale and intensity of 
development that Plymouth can achieve. Major areas of the city are due to be redeveloped 
including Bretonside, Sutton Harbour and the Millbay Docks area. Plymouth’s unique and 
extensive waterfront will also be enhanced as part of the regeneration. 
 
Historically, Plymouth has had a very strong link with the military, but considerable 
diversification has taken place, and the city now has a very varied industrial base. The city is 
enhancing areas of existing strength, including those in tourism and leisure, medical and 
healthcare, business services, marine industries and science, creative industries, and 
advanced engineering. Plymouth is home to several world-leading organisations in marine 
science.   
 
The expanding Tamar Science Park, situated adjacent to the regional hospital at Derriford, is 
home to many companies involved in research and development and, in particular, those 
relating to the medical sector. 
 
Employers frequently praise the calibre and loyalty of the workforce, and the Plymouth 
operation of many companies is amongst the top performing nationally and worldwide. 
 



 
 

The Government has a number of important departments in the city including the Child 
Support Agency, Land Registry, South West of England Regional Development Agency and 
the Government Office for the South West. Land Registry has 1,000 staff in Plymouth, with a 
new purpose-built facility on the Plymouth International Medical and Technology Park that 
houses their national centre for data capture and has the largest on-line transactional 
database in the world. 
 
Land and property prices for both commercial and residential use are cheaper than in 
London and the South East. Average house prices for December 2007 – April 2008 (*) in 
Plymouth were £125,904 compared with £353,286 in Greater London for the same period, 
whilst average office rents for quality accommodation are in the region of £166 per sq m 
exclusive (£15.50 per sq ft) and industrial premises are £59 per sq m exclusive ( £5.50 per 
sq ft). 

(*) Source - HM Land Registry, Residential Property Price Report 


