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City Centre 
 
The £200 million Drake Circus shopping centre opened in the city centre on 5 October 2006, 
and comprises 60,800 sq m (654,000 sq ft) of space with eight major stores and over 48 
shops, restaurants and cafés greatly adding to the existing retail mix in the city. It offers 
modern facilities for shoppers, including 1,270 car parking spaces, lavatories, lifts, disabled 
access and the latest shopping centre information display screens.  
 
Plymouth's shopping area is pedestrianised with wide walkways, and offers a relaxed 
atmosphere. There are water features, outdoor cafés, floral displays, seating, outdoor 
performing areas and children's play areas. 
 
Various events are held in the city centre during the year including Flavour Fest, with national 
and local celebrity chefs, food producers and kitchen gadget suppliers giving cookery 
demonstrations and providing entertainment and tasting. There are regular Farmers Markets 
and craft fayres, and other markets include a French Market and German Christmas Market. 
The city centre boasts a special feature during the Christmas period which has recently 
included an outdoor skating rink and 33-metre big wheel. 
 
The architect David Mackay, who was responsible for the regeneration of Barcelona, has 
drawn up his vision for Plymouth, and the 'Mackay Plan' has been adopted and is being 
implemented. This, together with the anticipated over £1 billion of investment which is due to 
take place over the next twenty years, will significantly enhance the city centre. 
 
The Barbican 
 
There is, by contrast, a range of small privately-owned shops at the nearby historic Barbican, 
the oldest part of the city which dates back to the time of Sir Francis Drake and Sir Walter 
Raleigh.  
 
A modern fish market is located on the opposite side of the harbour where locally caught 
fresh fish can be purchased. 



 
 

 
Out of Town Shopping 
 
Plymouth is well served by a range of out-of-town shopping facilities.  
 
Many of the nearby towns offer independent, specialist shops and hold weekly open markets. 
Tavistock, which is located just 14 miles to the north of Plymouth on the edge of Dartmoor, 
has recently topped a poll in a nationwide survey of market towns. It was singled out as a 
market town that has managed to preserve a strong local identity and a sense of community. 
 


