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With the establishment of the Peninsula Medical School, expansion of Derriford Hospital and 
its associated science and medi-parks, Plymouth is fast becoming a centre of excellence in 
the medical, science and marine science sectors and this is having a positive knock-on effect 
on the surrounding area. 
 
Plymouth Marine Sciences Partnership 
 
The rich diversity of marine science and technology in Plymouth is due mainly to the 
activities carried out by the Marine Biological Association, Plymouth Marine Laboratory, the 
Sir Alister Hardy Foundation for Ocean Science, National Marine Aquarium and the 
University of Plymouth, who have formed a partnership called the Plymouth Marine Sciences 
Partnership (PMSP). 
 
PMSP represents one of the largest regional clusters of expertise in Marine Science and 
Technology in Europe and is ideally located on some of the most researched estuaries and 
coastal zones in the world. 
 
The Partnership works closely together to provide opportunities for governments, agencies 
and industry through technology transfer, joint ventures, collaborative research, international 
partnerships and multi-disciplinary conservation efforts, enabling access to a diverse range 
of skills to provide the necessary expertise to tackle some of the more challenging marine 
environmental questions. 
 
o Plymouth Marine Laboratory (PML) 
 

PML is an independent and impartial collaborative centre of the Natural Environment 
Research Council (NERC). It was formed in 1988 and in 2002 transferred from being a 
wholly owned NERC research centre to form an independent organisation with 
charitable status.  
 
The Laboratory carries out fundamental, core strategic and applied marine research of 
a world-class standard. The current core research programme, through a contract with 
the UK Natural Environment Research Council, has a mission to contribute to the 
issues of climate change, marine pollution and sustainability. 

 



 
 

o University of Plymouth (UoP) 
 

Renowned for its teaching, research and enterprise activities in Marine Science and 
Technology, scientists from the University of Plymouth's School of Earth, Ocean and 
Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Technology and the Plymouth Environmental 
Research Centre work to advance understanding of marine and earth systems and 
address the wider issues associated with the exploitation of the oceans. 

 
o National Marine Aquarium (NMA) 
 

Opened in 1998, the National Marine Aquarium was the first aquarium to be set up 
solely for the purpose of education, conservation and research in the UK. It is now 
established as a reliable source of information and is a regular adviser to many 
newspaper, magazine, radio and television projects. 

 
o Marine Biological Association (MBA) 
 

This Association is a professional body for marine biologists with some 1,200 members 
world-wide. Established in 1884, it is a charity, which undertakes fundamental research 
on the seas and marine life and is supported by NERC.  
 
Current research includes long-term studies of marine ecosystems, biology of 
invertebrates, phytoplankton productivity and dynamics and in the area of biomedicine. 
The Nobel Prize winning work on giant squid axons was undertaken in Plymouth. 

 
o Sir Alister Hardy Foundation for Ocean Science (SAHFOS) 
 

The Foundation carries out the Continuous Plankton Recorder Survey, which is 
supported by NERC, DEFRA and an international group of funding agencies. Merchant 
ships collect plankton data for the Survey in the North Atlantic, the North Sea and North 
Pacific. 
 
SAHFOS provides a unique multi-decade plankton database that is important in the 
study of climate change. This information is available to researchers worldwide. 

 



 
 

Tamar Science Park 
 
Tamar Science Park Limited was incorporated in 1995 as a partnership between Plymouth 
City Council, the University of Plymouth and Business Link.  
 
Located on a 13.35 ha (33 acre) site to the north of Plymouth and adjacent to Derriford 
Hospital, the regional hospital, and Plymouth City Airport, this growing Park offers space 
along the continuum from smaller incubator units, through to its latest Phase 3 development 
which provides larger self-contained accommodation.  
 
The future at Tamar Science Park is an ongoing process of growth and planning and 
includes the development of Phases 4, 5 and 6. The first stage of Phase 4 – a five-year 
project - is due for completion in March 2008 and will provide 11,148 sq m (120,000 sq ft) of 
accommodation to support new and developing businesses. It will also boast two specialist 
facilities, a Design Enterprise Centre and a Science Learning Centre, which will encourage 
an interest in science and enterprise from young people in the Plymouth. 
 
Phases 5 and 6 will ideally suit an ‘HQ’ single building occupier and will provide an ideal 
environment for an international knowledge-based organisation seeking a high profile site 
within the South West. 
 
The Innovation and Technology Transfer Centres at the Science Park are home to a cluster 
of medical-related businesses and this strong medical bias is likely to increase in the future 
with the extension of healthcare facilities in the immediate area at Derriford Hospital and 
Plymouth International Medical and Technology Park. The medical sector is not the only 
sector represented at the park, and companies engaged in digital media, advanced 
manufacturing, materials and IT are currently based here. 
 



 
 

Peninsula Medical School 
 
The Peninsula Medical School is founded on a unique partnership between the Universities 
of Exeter and Plymouth and the National Health Service within Devon and Cornwall. 
Established in August 2000, it commenced delivery of its Undergraduate Programme in 
Autumn 2002. There is a strong research base focused in the Institute of Biomedical and 
Clinical Science, Institute of Health and Social Care and the Institute of Clinical Education. 
The Research Institutes work closely with their partners mentioned above in seeking to 
develop region-wide collaborations and integration between disciplines 
 
The School has seven sites, three in Plymouth, three in Exeter and one in Cornwall, and its 
new administrative base is located at the Tamar Science Park in Plymouth.  
�

Peninsula Dental School 
 
Having established a highly-successful undergraduate programme, Peninsula Medical 
School was selected from an intense national competition to create the Peninsula Dental 
School, the first new dental school in the UK for 40 years, which will train 64 dentists a year 
and offer a joint Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) degree through the Universities of Exeter 
and Plymouth. The four-year undergraduate programme, designed for science graduates or 
healthcare professional entry, commenced on 17 September 2007. 
 
Academy of Radiology  
 
The Peninsula Radiology Academy is one of three pilot radiology academy sites developed 
by the Department of Health in the UK (the other two being in Norwich and Leeds). 
 
The Peninsula Radiology Academy is both a specific educational environment for radiology 
trainees and a more general training, meeting and conferencing facility. It contains a full 
complement of modern multimedia facilities, PACS and CT workstations, skills laboratories, 
clinical simulators, library resources, and areas for peer-group work and meetings. 



 
 

�

Hyperbaric Centre, Plymouth 
 
Established in 1980, the Diving Diseases Research Centre (DDRC) in Plymouth is the 
largest and busiest Hyperbaric Medical Centre in the South West. Research into the effects 
of diving on human physiology takes place at the centre, which has become a world authority 
on hyperbaric medical treatments. The patients dealt with by DDRC include both routine and 
emergency. 
 
The DDRC, located on the Tamar Science Park and adjacent to Derriford Hospital, is also an 
education and training base for diving, medical, clinical and hyperbaric courses.  
 
University of Plymouth (UoP) 
 
The University comprises eight faculties as follows: 
 
o Faculty of Arts 
o Faculty of Education 
o Faculty of Health & Social Work 
o Faculty of Science 

o Faculty of Social Science & Business 
o Faculty of Technology 
o University of Plymouth Colleges 
o Peninsula College of Medicine and Dentistry 

 
The University of Plymouth has a long record of high quality innovation research and much of 
this research has attained international levels of excellence.  
 
In the 2001 Research Assessment Exercise, the University gained a '5' rating in several units 
including Computer Science, and '4' ratings including Environmental Sciences; Civil 
Engineering; Electrical and Electronic Engineering; Geography; Mechanical, Aeronautical 
and Manufacturing Engineering. 
 
o The Faculty of Technology specialises in Engineering; Environmental Building; 

Computing; Marine Technology; Maths and Statistics and holds many unique courses 
and modules, including Diving & Underwater Technology; Coastal Engineering; 
Robotics & Automated Systems; Multimedia Production & Technology; MediaLab Arts 
and Advanced Composite Materials. 

 



 
 

o The Faculty of Science contains three schools, namely Biological Sciences; Earth, 
Ocean and Environmental Sciences and Psychology. The Faculty also has three 
multidisciplinary research centres - Plymouth Environmental Research Centre (PERC), 
Plymouth Institute for Marine Science (PLIMS) and the Centre for Theoretical and 
Computational Neuroscience. 

 
o The Faculty of Social Science and Business comprises three schools, Geography and 

Rural Resource Management; Business and Management (including the Centre for 
International Shipping and Logistics) and Sociology, Politics and Law. 

 
University of Exeter 
 
The academic departments of the University are divided into schools including: 
 
o School of Arts, Languages and Literatures 
o School of Biosciences 
o School of Business and Economics 
o School of Education and Lifelong Learning 
o School of Engineering, Computing and 

Mathematics 
o School of Geography, Archaeology and 

Earth Resources 

o School of Humanities and Social Sciences 
- inc Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies 

o School of Law 
o Peninsula Dental School 
o Peninsula Medical School 
o School of Physics 
o School of Psychology 
o School of Sport and Health Sciences 

 
The main campus is based in Exeter and the University now has a 70-acre campus at 
Tremough near Falmouth in Cornwall, where students can study for a variety of degree 
courses which include Geography; Conservation and Environmental Biology. The University 
also awards degrees to students at the College of St Mark and St John, which is located in 
Plymouth. 
 
The Camborne School of Mines, which has been part of the University of Exeter since 1993 
will be relocating to the Tremough Campus later this year, where they will continue to run 
their established programmes in Environmental Science; Geology; Mining Engineering and 
Renewable Energy. The School carries out research into Geomechanics, Geology and 
Environmental and Minerals Engineering. Much of the work carried out is funded by research 
councils, both UK and international industry and charitable trusts.  

http://www.ex.ac.uk/iais/

