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FOR CHILDREN

“It's good to talk” is being re-launched at an exciting event on 29 September at
Drake’s Circus. This time, in addition to giving messages about how to encourage
talking with babies and young children, we are also increasing awareness of the
importance of listening too!

29" September marks the START and launch of the new message —

The key objective of this exciting multi-agency project continues to be to “enhance
the early interaction and communication skills of p arents and children aged O -
3 years across the city of Plymouth”.

The key reasons for the initiative are:
- The high number of children entering school with poor communication skills
across the city, and
The high number of referrals to the Speech & Language Service for children
with speech and language delay which could be reduced if good patterns of
early communication are adopted.

The establishment of good early interaction and communication (including speech
and language) underpins children’s ability to: engage with others socially, play
constructively and make friends, make informed and safe choices, achieve and make
positive contributions in education and work, and provide appropriate role models
when they themselves become parents.

We will be promoting this key important message with activities throughout the day
and using ‘Talking Tips’ produced by the National Literacy Trust ‘Talk to your baby’
campaign which Health Visitors and others have been discussing with parents.

Please join us at the event and help us to promote this important message again for
all children and families in Plymouth.

For more information contact Tracy Shepherd or Alice Thornton of Plymouth City
Council’s Early Years Team on 01752 307450
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