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Queen’s Harbour Master 
Plymouth 

       RM Barracks 
       Stonehouse  
       Plymouth 
       PL1 3RT 
 

QHM 532/7    26 June 2007 

 
NOTES OF THE PORT OF PLYMOUTH MARINE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 14 JUNE 2007 IN THE MARINE SKILLS 

CENTRE PACIFIC CONFERENCE ROOM 
 

Present Representing User Group 

Lt Cdr N Trathen RN Deputy Queen’s Harbour 
Master, 
Chairman 

MOD 

Sgt P Cawrse MDP Marine Unit Crime Abatement 
Mr A Rye Plymouth Federation of Sea 

Anglers 
Recreation 

Mr D Curno Royal Yachting Association Recreation 
Mr M Read University of Plymouth Maritime Archaeology  
Mr P Patterson BMIF(SW) Maritime Commerce 
Mr J Hepburn Maritime Plymouth Maritime Commerce 
Mr B Turner Tamar Protection Society Nature Conservation 
Ms M Nightingale Plymouth City Council TECF 
Captain T Charlesworth Cattewater Harbour Commission Marine Commerce 
Dr A Linley Plymouth Marine Laboratory Research 
Mr A Hutchings Maker with Rame Parish 

Council 
Parish Councils 

Cllr M Benson Bere Ferrers Parish Council Parish Councils 
Mr C Richards 
Mr C Moyse 

PPSA Recreation 

Mrs S Last Minute Secretary  
 
 
Item  Discussion and Decisions Action 
1. Introduction. 1.  Lt Cdr Trathen welcomed those present and asked 

individuals to introduce themselves and to identify their 
parent organisation. 
 
 

 
 

2.  Apologies for 
Absence. 

1.  Apologies for absence had been received from  
Cdr Hugo, QHM, Mr Wiseman (Duchy Estates), Mr Tyler 
and Miss Heape Natural England and Mr Muelenar 
(National Trust). 
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3.  Notes of the 
previous 
meeting. 

1.  The notes of the meeting held 15 February 2007 were 
accepted. 
 
 

 

4.  Matters 
Arising 
 

1.  Phoenix Wharf Landing Stage.   
a.  CO had taken the action from the previous meeting and 
TECF had agreed to invite an English Heritage 
representative to join the Forum.  Although no official 
response had been received the indications were positive. 
 
b.  Captain Charlesworth explained that the situation had 
become complicated by a bid from Warship Management 
Ltd to site the ex HMS PLYMOUTH in this location.  He 
had attended a meeting of interested parties where outline 
plans had been discussed.  Despite the immaturity of the 
project and the difficult engineering and financial 
challenges there was a strong lobby from both within PCC 
and the sponsors.  In the meantime the original landing 
stage project had gone to re-tender.   

 
2.  Educational Events.  CO announced that TECF had 
undertaken to bring events to a wider audience.  She 
detailed forthcoming educational dates and fixtures and 
confirmed this information was posted on the relevant 
websites, details of which are enclosed.  Cllr Benson 
(Bere Ferrers PC) asked about the Floating Classroom 
Project.  He was aware of local community concerns 
which had been uncovered as part of the emotive “Vision 
for Weir Quay”.  CO said the intention of TECF was to 
convene representatives and bodies to analyse and balance 
individual proposals and their effect on the wider 
community.  Lt Cdr Trathen added that the Marine Bill 
may in the future provide the authority to ensure 
coherency and balance in such instances.  CO would take 
up Mr Hepburn’s (Maritime Plymouth) suggestion to 
contact Mr Adam Corney, Marine South West, who was 
currently carrying out work on this subject. 
 
3.  Haymarsh Wetland Creation.  Publication of recent 
data that raised concerns over previous predicted 
timescales to restore the wetlands together with spiralling 
costs, had contributed to National Trust’s decision to 
withdraw their appeal.  Remove from agenda. 

 

 
 
 
 
CO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. SAC Matters. 
 

1. Natural England’s report which was delivered by Lt Cdr 
Trathen in Miss Heape’s absence was discussed  (copy 
attached). 
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6.  TECF 
Management 
Plan. 
 

1.  The Coastal Officer updated the four main work strands 
being undertaken in the current year:   
 
a. Upper Tamar Management.  A working group had been 
established to examine the broad spectrum of issues.  The 
challenge would be to establish a balance between the 
differing aspirations for the upper reaches.   
 
b. Dredging Protocols.  An outline project definition for 
the maintenance dredging protocols study had been drawn 
up.  Key stakeholders had been identified and funding 
streams were being investigated.   
 
c. Coastal Planning.  Work stemming from the Coastal 
Planning Study was being taken forward. Elements 
concerning marine and shoreline development had been 
incorporated into PCC core policy document and Local 
Development Framework.  The next stage would be the 
development and adoption of a Supplementary Planning 
Document.  PCC were leading, but it was hoped that other 
local authorities could contribute and follow a similar 
process to achieve planning coherency across the Estuary. 
 
d. Marine Protected Areas. Considerable interest had been 
registered into the generation of an MPA within the SAC. 
At an initial working group it was agreed to adjust the 
terminology to “Marine Conservation Zone”, aligning with 
that in the proposed Marine Bill.  Early engagement with 
the local community and all stakeholders was needed to 
provide accurate and un-biased information to all, so as not 
to repeat past missed opportunities and lose public support. 
 

7.  PPMLC 
Terms of 
Reference and 
Representation. 
 

1.  Lt Cdr Trathen passed out copies of the proposed 
revised PPMLC Terms of Reference.  The document was 
discussed in detail and with two minor amendments it was 
unanimously agreed. (Proposer: Captain Charlesworth, 
Seconder: Mr Curno).  Copy of the approved document 
attached. 
 
2.  Representation and dissemination of information were 
discussed at length.  It was eventually agreed that PPMLC 
representatives should remain sensitive to their wider 
constituents and ensure that any relevant items were 
brought to the committee either for discussion, resolution 
or passing up to TECF.  It was vital to maintain 
accessibility and lines of communication in order to serve 
all the port users and interest groups.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 

8.  Review of 
Dockyard Port of 

1.  The revision had been scrutinised by MOD legal team 
and the consultation process was about to begin.  DQ 
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Plymouth Order. outlined the proposed changes and said the proposed 
revision would shortly be available for comment on 
QHM’s web site.  Members would be advised when 
available. 
 

 
 
 
QHM 

9.  Maritime 
Plymouth. 

1.  Mr Hepburn gave details of current Maritime Plymouth 
initiatives.  Among other things the Little Blue Book and 
the Maritime Guide were being printed, Schools Marine 
Challenge, where school children design, build and race 
miniature vessels would take place on 5 July and work 
with relevant bodies on the EU Green Paper, Marine Bill 
and Fisheries 2020 was ongoing.  The bi-monthly 
newsletter was gaining circulation; those wishing to 
receive a copy should pass e-mail addresses to him.  In an 
effort to increase the engagement of MP, Gary Streeter 
Maritime Plymouth had organised a presentation showing 
the huge maritime influence on the local economy.   
 

 

10.  Major 
Maritime Events 
2007. 

1.  Lt Cdr Trathen gave notice of the following events 
currently planned for 2007: 
22-27 July              National Schools Sailing Asssoc.      
                               Dinghy Regatta 
27-31 July               Plymouth Classic Boat Rally 
27 July – 5 August  Port of Plymouth Regatta 
15 – 19 August       Finish of Fastnet Race 
23 – 25 August       National J’s Cup 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.  Any Other 
Business. 

1.  Unsafe swimming/diving. Captain Charlesworth 
reported that the Cattewater area was again seeing the 
annual summer loutish, unsociable behaviour of youths 
whose “tombstoning” and swimming were causing danger 
to themselves and vessels in the area. 
 
2.  PML Update.  Dr Linley (PML) gave details of an 
initiative to bring local marine research organisations 
together.  She would arrange a presentation for the next 
PPMLC meeting in October.  Other ongoing projects 
included work on mussel health for Crown Estates, closing 
out of the RAFT project and Blackstone Meadow 
management.  She advised the establishment of the South 
Devon and Dorset Shoreline Management Plan which 
could be accessed on www.sdadcag.org and recommended 
that members log on. 
 
3.  Piling at Sutton Harbour.  Mr Curno (RYA) had been 
surprised by recent piling in Sutton Harbour.  He wished to 
register his concern that this work had taken place without 
prior approval.  Mr Read (Maritime Archaeology) had 
learnt that Sutton Harbour Authority had proceeded with 
this venture considering the Company exempt from the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Linley 
/CO 
 
 
 
 
All 
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Planning Application process.  CO said that such instances 
would be used in the case being made for PCC to re-instate 
enforcement officers.  Pass to TECF for action. 
 
4.  MOD Marine Units.  Mr Patterson (British Marine 
Federation) wished to record his appreciation of the 
continuing vigilance of MOD Police Marine Units in more 
remote river areas.   
 
5.  Marine Archaeological Update.  Mr Read confirmed 
that the Plymouth University surveys on Coronation and 
Cattewater protected wrecks were revealing exciting 
results.  English Heritage intended to hold a Conference 
during September 2007 to publicise findings. 
 
6.  PPMLC Members’ List.  Cllr Benson requested 
representatives be supplied with the complete PPMLC 
distribution list.  Copy attached. 
 
7.  Speed Limit Signage in Upper Reaches.  Cllr Benson 
asked if additional notices could be provided in the upper 
reaches where speeding vessels caused consistent 
problems.  Lt Cdr Trathen believed that even with an 
increase of signage, for which there was no financial 
provision, devising a means of educating water users 
would prove more productive. 
 
8.  Departure of Coastal Officer.  The Coastal Officer 
announced that this meeting had been her last as she was 
moving to another post abroad.  She thanked the 
Committee for its vibrancy and support and wished 
members continuing success. 
 
On behalf of the Committee Lt Cdr Trathen thanked 
Maeve for her energy and enthusiasm during her tenure.  
She had made a significant contribution to the management 
of the Estuary, the re-vitalisation of PPMLC, TECF and 
formulating the new Management Plan; she would be 
missed. 
 

 
 
CO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sec 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12.  Dates of 
Meetings. 

1.  Dates of the forthcoming PPMLC and TECF meetings 
were published as follows: 
PPMLC                                                     TECF (all am) 
11 October 07                                           12 July 07 
14 February 08                                         15 November 07 
12 June 08                                                 13 March 08 

 

   
 
Distribution: 
NBC, All Committee members. 
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Mr C Richards 
PPSA 
52 Court Road 
Newton Ferrers 
Plymouth 
PL8 1DH 
c.g.richards@btinternet.com 
 

Mr P Bromley 
Fisheries Manager 
Plymouth Fish Market 
Sutton Harbour 
Plymouth PL1 2LR 
p.bromley@sutton-harbour.co.uk 

Mr D Curno 
RYA Representative 
9 Conway Gardens 
Beacon Park 
Plymouth PL2 2RT 
swrya@davecurno.co.uk 

Mr B Muelaner 
National Trust 
Cornwall Office 
Lanhydrock 
Bodmin Cornwall PL30 4DE 
Brian.Muelaner@nationaltrust. 
org.uk 

Mr A Rye 
Plymouth Federation  
                              of Sea Anglers 
24 Scott Road 
PL2 3DX 
andy@elryford.freeserve.co.uk  

J Banfield 
National Trust 
Saltram House 
Plympton 
Plymouth 
Pl7 3UH 

Mr J Parlour 
BSAC (Plymouth) 
10 Broom Park 
Plymstock 
Plymouth 
PL9 9QH 
Jon.Parlour@ddrc.org 

Mr A R Hutchings 
Maker With Rame Parish Council 
15 Camperknowle Close 
Millbrook 
Cornwall 
PL10 1QB 
tonyhutch577@btinternet.com 

Mr F Knott 
Diving and Sailing Centre 
Administrative Services Dept 
University of Plymouth 
Drakes Circus 
Plymouth PL4 8AA 
fknott@plymout.ac.uk 

Mr J P H Wiseman FRICS 
Michelmore Hughes  
for Mount Edgcumbe Estates 
The Old Surgery 
26 Fore Street 
Totnes Devon TQ9 5DX 
land-agency@michelmorehughes.co.uk 
 

Mr C Moyse 
Treasurer,PPSA 
 
Chris.moyse@total-freight.co.uk 
 

Mr R Halliday 
Duchy of Cornwall 
Station Road 
Liskeard 
Cornwall PL14 4EE 
JSmith@DuchyofCornwall.gov.uk 

Mr R Nelson/Ms H Nelson 
DEO (South) 
MO 55  
Morice Yard 
HMNB 
 

Mrs J Massey (for Cllr G Roberts)) 
Calstock Parish Council 
Clearmist 
Sandhill 
Gunnislake, Cornwall 
PL18 9DR 
geoff.roberts1@tiscali.co.uk 

Mr G Wood 
HM Coastguard 
Marine Drive 
Hannafore 
West Looe 
Cornwall PL13 2DJ 
Gerry.Wood@mcga.gov.uk 

Mr P Patterson 
British Marine Industries  
Federation (SW) 
The Multihull Centre 
Foss Quay 
Millbrook Cornwall PL10 
pip@multihullcentre.co.uk 

Ms M Nightingale 
Coastal Officer 
 Plymouth City Council 
Civic Centre 
Armada Way 
Plymouth PL1 2EW 
coastal@plymouth.gov.uk 

Ms  C Ridout,   MAO 
Devon Wildlife Trust 
Wembury Marine Centre 
Church Road  
Wembury 
Plymouth PL9 0HP 
info@wemburymarinecentre.org 
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Mr M North 
HM Coast Guard 
Unit 1 
Union Road 
Kingsbridge 

  Devon 
  TQ7 1EF 

Mr J Hepburn 
Maritime Plymouth 
Little Mew 
Spring Road Plymouth PL9 0AY 
mewstone.enterprises@tiscali.co 
.uk 

Sgt P Cawrse 
Ministry of Defence Police 
Newman House 
N215A 
HM Naval Base 
Devonport 
Plymouth 

Dr A Linley 
Plymouth Marine Laboratory 
Prospect Place 
West Hoe 
Plymouth Devon PL1 3DH 
Annie.linley@pml-applications.co.uk 

Bere Ferrers Parish Council 
The Council Offices 
Station Road 
Bere Alston 
Devon 
PL20 7EL 

Mr M Kester 
Plymouth City Boatmaster 
Phoenix Wharf 
Plymouth 
PL1 

Mr C Turner 
Tamar Valley Protection Society 
9 The Limes 
Crownhill Plymouth PL6 5YJ 
chris.p.turner1@jobcentreplus. 
gsi.gov.uk 

Mr C J Gaulton 
Chairman, Millbrook Lake Mooring Association 
Riverview 
Southdown 
Millbrook 
Cornwall PL10 1EZ 

Cllr Mike Benson 
Bere Ferrers Parish Council 
10 The Square 
Bere Alston 
Yelverton 
Devon PL20 7BH 
mikebenson80@hotmail.com 

Miss L Heape 
Natural England 
Level 2 
Renslade House 
Bonhay Road 
Exeter Devon EX4 3AW 
laura.heape@naturalengland.org.uk 

Mr P Gregory 
838 Wolseley Road 
Plymouth 
Devon 
PL5 1JU 

 

Mr M Read 
4 Commercial Street 
Coxside 
Plymouth PL4 0LN 
M.Read@plymouth.ac.uk 
 

Captain T Charlesworth 
Cattewater Harbour Master 
2 The Barbican 
Plymouth 
PL2 2LR 
harbourmaster@plymouthport.org.uk 
 

Mr Hugh Tyler 
Natural England 
Cornwall, Devon and Isles of Scilly Team 
2nd Floor, Palace Building 
Quay Street, Truro TR1 2HE 
Hugh.Tyler@naturalengland.org.uk 
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PPMLC Briefing from Natural England for June 14th 2007 (previous PPMLC 15th Feb) 
 
1) Casework  
Cargreen Yacht Club – Discussion with club over proposals for a re-instating an old slipway. 
NE would like to see a solution which does not involved a permanent reclamation of the 
intertidal.  
 
Scallop farming – Proposal to farm scallops just off Jennycliff shore. The scallops will be 
farmed in pearl nets at a nursery stage then placed onto the sea bed. 
 
Port maintenance dredging - Last 3 yr licence runs out in December 2007. Informal 
consultation about next maintenance dredging license.  A dredging Status Review which 
looks at ways in which they could improve the dredging strategy. 
 
2) NE staff coverage of Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC, Tamar-Tavy SSSI and 
Tamar AONB 
Further to the transfer of the NE lead for the SAC from Chris Davis to Laura Heape. For 
more terrestrial issues; Hugh Tyler has taken over from Carol Williams and Sangeeta McNair 
on the Cornwall side and Simon Lee (recently joined the Devon office) will cover terrestrial 
issues on the Devon side.  Both Hugh and Simon will lead on AONB issues.   
 
 
Laura Heape 01392 889786 laura.heape@naturalengland.org.uk 
Hugh Tyler   01872 326291 hugh.tyler@naturalengland.org.uk 
Simon Lee    01392 889770 Simon.lee@naturalengland.org.uk 
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Plymouth Area Coastal Education Events 
 
Wembury Marine Centre Events 
www.devonwildlifetrust.org 
 
Shark Trust 
http://www.sharktrust.org 
 
MarLin 
www.marlin.ac.uk 
 
National Marine Aquarium 
http://www.national-aquarium.co.uk 
 
 
Splash-In Championships – British Society of Under Water Photographers in assoc, 
with NMA – 7 July 
http://www.bsoup.org/Splash/2007/intro.php 
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PORT OF PLYMOUTH MARINE LIAISON COMMITTEE (PPMLC) 
TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 
Preamble 
 
1. The evolution of water management within the frame of the Dockyard Port of 
Plymouth and the designation of the Tamar Estuaries as a Special Area of Conservation under 
the European Habitats Directive saw a need for wider civil participation.  At a statutory level 
this is met by the Tamar Estuaries Consultative Forum (TECF) but representation is equally 
needed from the broader base of estuarine users.  The role of the existing Port of Plymouth 
Marine Liaison Committee was modified to meet that representational requirement.  The aim 
is to optimise social, economic and environmental benefits through the promotion of 
sustainable use, development and management of the important common asset that is the 
Tamar Estuaries.  The PPMLC, is an advisory body to the TECF1 and forms an integral 
element in the estuarine management process. 
 
THE PORT OF PLYMOUTH MARINE LIAISON COMMITTEE (PPMLC) 
 
Primary Purpose 
 
2. To advise TECF on factors affecting the management of the Tamar Estuaries.   
 
Secondary Purposes 
 
3. (a) To exchange information, represent ideas and proposals for discussion 

between the constituent interest groups, thus improving co-ordination and 
understanding between the different port users and interest groups within the 
Dockyard Port of Plymouth and the seaward extent of the Plymouth Sound and 
Estuaries European Marine Site 2. 

 
(b) To assist in the formulation and execution of the Tamar Estuaries 
Management Plan.   
 

Composition and Election 
 
4 (a) The PPMLC shall comprise of the QHM, DQHM, TECF Coastal Officer and a 

number of spokespersons from the following interest groups: 
 
Recreation   (5) Landscape Conservation   (2) 
Maritime Commerce  (3) Fundus Owners/Managers  (2) 
Moorings   (2) Maritime Archaeology  (1) 
Crime Abatement  (1) Research    (1) 
Navigation & Rescue  (1) Town/Parish Councils   (3) 
Fisheries   (1) Education    (1) 

                                                 
1  The Tamar Estuaries Consultative Forum presently comprises of the Queen’s Harbour Master, Caradon 
District Council, Cornwall County Council, Devon County Council, Plymouth City Council, South Hams 
District Council, West Devon Borough Council, Associated British Ports, Cattewater Harbour Commissioners, 
Sutton Harbour Company, Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs, Environment Agency, Natural 
England, Tamar Valley AONB, South West Water.     
2 As defined in the Dockyard Port of Plymouth Order 1999 and the Tamar Estuaries Management Plan Figure 2. 
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(b) The number of spokespersons per interest group shall be amended only by 
majority agreement by the PPMLC. 
 
(c) The nomination of the spokesperson(s) shall be a matter for the respective 
interest group and should be forwarded to the QHM at least two months prior to the 
meeting. 
 

Organisational Matters 
 
5. (a) Minutes of the meetings of the PPMLC will be produced and distributed to the 

committee members.  Individual members are responsible for further dissemination 
within the area they represent.  A copy of the minutes will be posted on the TECF 
website. 

 
(b) The PPMLC will meet about three times annually and normally about one 
month before TECF meetings.  Meetings will be chaired by QHM or his 
representative.  
 
(c)  All questions relating to proceedings, dates, times, venues, attendance, 
membership, servicing, records and other matters of any kind relating to the PPMLC 
shall be decided by the QHM after consultation with the PPMLC. 
 
(d) Any matters requested to be raised by any member of a specific interest group 
shall be forwarded at least three weeks in advance of the meeting for inclusion in the 
agenda. 
 
(e) The constitution of the PPMLC may be amended only after a majority consent 
has been reached.   
   

 
 


