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Safeguard mineral reserves to meet the current and future
needs of Plymouth and the south west.
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Minerals

Minerals

Objective 7.

Safeguard mineral reserves to meet the current and future needs of Plymouth and the South West.

8.1 Hazeldene Quarry will provide building stone
and aggregate for the city’s and the region’s building
and growth needs, with the safeguarding of reserves
to the north of the quarry for future needs.

Proposal NP13 Hazledene Quarry Minerals Development

Land at and to the north of the existing Hazeldene Quarry shall be safeguarded for the extraction of
limestone aggregate, which shall include the area of known mineral reserve and a buffer zone to protect both
the future extraction of the mineral and potential urban development to its north.

Minerals development proposals for extraction of aggregate should provide for:

1. A working plan and proposed quarry operation which will be compatible with the future development
of the area, to balance the extent of future mineral extraction and the maximisation of potential urban
extension land to the north.

2. The provision of a landscaped environmental bund within the potential extension area to protect the
amenity of future development.

3. A strip of land along the northern part of the site, which could form part of the environmental bund, which
will form the ‘green link’ between Sherford and Saltram. This will also form part of the mineral extraction
safeguarding buffer zone of 125m width.

4. The dedication of public routes and rights of way within this section of the green link.

5. Mitigation measures to address impacts as and where appropriate of mineral extraction on the natural
and planned built environments, amenity, heritage, ecology and landscape and provision of suitable
monitoring.

6. An appropriate method of monitoring and review of the development’s long term environmental impacts,
which may otherwise by unforeseeable. This will be achieved either through only consenting development
proposals for individual phases, the impacts of which are more reasonable to predict, or through a
scheme of phasing and environmental review periods to monitor and manage potential environmental
impacts which can not be predicted at the time of granting consent.

7. Satisfactory restoration and after care proposals.

8. Cycle and Pedestrian links within buffer zones along Haye Road and northern boundary.
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8.2  Minerals are a finite resource and they

can only be worked where they exist. Minerals

are a vital resource for society, there must be an
adequate supply to provide the raw material for
building, infrastructure and goods that we need.

This limestone is of significant importance to the
local building industry and it will be a vital resource
for the building of the developments proposed in
Plymouth, notably the new community at Sherford
and the new neighbourhood at Plymstock Quarry.

It is the role of the Local Development Framework

to ensure that adequate supplies of minerals are
provided to meet needs and that known mineral
reserves are safeguarded from unnecessary
development. Provision of supplies to meet current
needs for minerals is achieved in the form of ‘land
banks’ (sites with permission) and future supplies
are protected in ‘minerals safeguarding areas’ (areas
of potential future mineral extraction but which do
not yet have planning permission for their extraction).
The Local Development Framework must also
consider the development needs of the city and seek
a sustainable balance between planning for mineral
supply and growth of the city.

8.3  The ‘Enquiry by Design’ process explored the
options for the best location and form of development
for Sherford. It concluded that previously identified
limestone reserve and consented limestone
extraction area at Sherford Quarry, should form part
of the development of the new community. Having
consulted the minerals operator and having regard
to regional apportionment requirements it has been
determined that adequate supplies of limestone can
be provided for the future by extending the existing
quarrying operations at Hazeledene in a northern
direction instead of easterly. This allows land
previously ‘sterilised’ as a mineral consultation area
to be made available for redevelopment to create
the urban form that has been established through a
consultative process as being the most appropriate
in the circumstances. The ability to extend
Hazeldene Quarry to the north would also maintain
adequate mineral supplies for the future. At current
rates of extraction, the operator projects that there is
in the region of 250 years of limestone reserve in the
greater Hazeldene Quarry.

8.4  This policy defines on the proposals map a
mineral safeguarding area that includes the known
limestone reserve, which is in principle acceptable
to extract. The Mineral Safeguarding Area also
includes a buffer zone to protect the future extraction
of the mineral and also to protect the potential

for urban development to its north, by limiting the
outer extent of the mineral extraction area. This
Mineral Safeguarding Area will be a very long term
spatial planning policy, which shall be repeated in
subsequent plans and is expected to extend beyond
the current plan horizon of 2021.

north plymstock area action plan including minerals development plan document
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