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Welcome to our third newsletter, where we keep you informed of how the project is continuing to progress.  

Following the Covid-19 restrictions the site team have almost returned to full capacity now, except for a small 

number of office staff, who are continuing to work from home. Throughout the crisis the construction team and 

sub-contractors have continued to adhere to government guidelines and recently attended a briefing reminding 

them of the “hands – face – space” message. Unfortunately, we are not currently able to hold any of our planned 

‘meet the team’ events. 

Working alongside nature 

Protecting the natural environment has been a key factor in the design and construction of the link road. 

The 160-metre culvert has now been partially opened taking the Bircham Stream through most of the length of the 

structure which replicates the existing stream with a low flow and large boulders positioned to provide a varied 

and natural meander.  To prepare for the stream to be diverted through the culvert, several safe ‘fish rescue’ 

operations have taken place. Working closely with the Environment Agency and specialist aquatic ecologists from 

our design partners, AECOM, the latest fish rescue successfully captured 116 fish, comprising four species: Brown 

Trout, European eel, Stickleback and Bullhead, before they were released back into the watercourse further down-

stream. The stream was then diverted through the new culvert – a huge step for the project.  

The final section of the culvert will not be in use until the traffic light junction has been relocated and the outfall is 

completed on the other side of Novorossiysk Road. We really are working with, rather than against, nature.  
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Forder Valley Road – traffic management update 

Working in the area near to the Service Station on Forder Valley Road is restrictive, with the stream on one side 

and a steep embankment and busy road on the other. The next phase to construct the wider carriageway and 

strengthen the embankment is accelerating and associated traffic management will be in place on this section of 

Forder Valley Road from Monday 2 November.  A safe route will be provided through the construction area for 

pedestrians and cyclists. We thank you for your patience during these changes to your journey.  

As a reminder the western section of Forder Valley Road (between Novorossiysk Road and Fort Austin Avenue) 

is closed in both directions. For further information and to view the diversion routes please click here 

Bridge construction  

The supports for the abutments (at each 

end of the bridge) and piers for the new 

bridge are becoming much more visible and 

appear to now be growing out of the ground!  

The new bridge deck, which will carry the 

three-lane carriageway, footway and 

cycleway, will be constructed in four 

sections, with each section, seven beams 

wide. Each beam, the first of which is due to 

be installed in the spring of 2021, will be 32-

metres long and weigh in at 105 tonnes. 

There will be no expansion joints or 

bearings between the sections on the 

bridge. Because of this the bridge will 

require much less maintenance, which means less disruption to motorists. Since there are no joints on the bridge, 

this will also provide a more comfortable and smoother ride for those that use it. 

Poole Farm 

It’s been good to see that the farm has now welcomed back volunteers. Working in groups of no more than six, 

they are busy helping the team to catch up with various jobs on the farm, including getting the Green Minds, Poole 

Farm beaver enclosure ready, to welcome beavers in the next few weeks. They have also started the winter 

conservation grazing programme in the Seaton Valley, also part of the Green Minds project.  A flock of sheep will 

be grazing the land and encouraging a more diverse wildflower meadow habitat to grow in the spring.  

A look ahead for the next three months 

Here are some of the key things you can expect to see now and over the next few months: 

• Novorossiysk Road – widening of the carriageway, continued construction of the reinforced wall and the 

excavation for the attenuation pond is continuing 

• Construction of the Devon hedge to commence opposite Sheepstor Road 

• Forder Valley Road west – BT Openreach working on the chambers. Light vegetation clearance. 

• Forder Valley Road south – continued work on the reinforced wall, alongside vegetation clearance 

• Pintail Way – an increase of site traffic and materials in and out of site 

• Beavers to be released in the Forder Valley – see news story here  

 

If you haven’t signed up to our mailing list already and would like to receive scheme updates, please email your 
name and email address to fvlrcomms@balfourbeatty.com. You can also find more information on the Plymouth 
City Council webpage: www.plymouth.gov.uk/fordervalley follow Plymouth City Council on Twitter @plymouthcc           

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/newsroom/pressreleases/dateconfirmedclosurefordervalleyroadwest
https://greenmindsplymouth.com/
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/newsroom/plymouthnews/beaverfamilybereleasedfordervalley
mailto:fvlrcomms@balfourbeatty.com
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/fordervalley

