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Date Type of 

Respondent 

Comment 

06/12/2021 Resident As a retired teacher I do understand the problems school use 

for elections can cause and the need for a solution to the 

problems. 

 

However, the venue selected is very much at one end of the 

area, rather than being central, and I am concerned about the 

parking. With the vehicles of residents of the street and those 

of polling officials, there could be very little space left for the 

general public and certainly a problem for the disabled as 

there is no specific provision. 

 

My thoughts as I walked the area considering this issue threw 

up how poorly provided the area is for community 

halls/spaces.  The only places I thought about were the now 

empty Woodford Methodist Hall on a temporary basis, or the 

Peacock Meadow community hall. Why can the district not 

have a mobile polling booth as other areas do? Have these 

been considered? 

 

A dilemma that throws up other issues which perhaps the 

local councillors should consider. 

09/12/2021 Resident I realise that consultations like this are only procedural, and 

the decision has already been made, but I think this change of 

polling station is a bad idea for several reasons. 

 

From the map, it is obvious that the only suitable place for a 

polling station in polling district RC is the centrally located 

Boringdon Primary School. Annexing a corridor to the 

Catholic Church in district RB does not change that fact. 

 

I do not see why the School has to close when only one room 

is required for a polling station. I attended Boringdon Primary 

in the 1980s and the School did not close on polling day. I 

think it is good for children to see democracy in action. 
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It is clear from the map that the proposed polling station at 

the Catholic Church will result in a much longer journey for 

the vast majority of electors in RC. This is presumably why, in 

this consultation, it has been put up against an equally 
inconvenient newly invented route to the school via the back 

entrance in Lucas Lane, rather than the status quo (the front 

entrance) which has been used successfully for more than 40 

years. 

 

The electorate in RC contains many elderly residents who will 

have to cross a busier road (Plymbridge Road) than at 

present, particularly as the polling station will create lots of 

extra vehicular traffic because it is beyond the distance a lot of 

voters will be prepared or able to walk. Because the church 

has been appended to the RC polling district, traffic will be 

funnelled from one direction and parts of both Plymbridge 

Road and Vicarage Road only have pavement on one side of 

the road, forcing pedestrians to cross near to the junction of 

the two roads. 

 

Elections are infrequent and hugely important - a centrally 

located polling station is good for voter participation. The 

School as part of the community should recognise that and 

continue to serve as the polling station as it has for almost its 

entire existence. 

 

 


