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2018/19 DEDICATED SCHOOLS GRANT 
Budget Setting Report    

 

 

2018/19 DSG has been notified to all Local Authorities.  The allocation to Plymouth, prior to 
deductions for academies and high needs places is detailed below: 

 

Dedicated Schools Grant £m 

Schools Block 149.550 

Central Services Block 3.679 

High Needs Block 29.411 

Early Years Block 16.481 

Reduction for retained ESG element of DSG 2018/19 (0.564) 

TOTAL 198.557 

 

Notified deductions from the High Needs Block currently total £6.700m, however we expect this 
figure to increase to £6.714m based on updated data submitted to DfE. 

Additional income will be received from the EFA for our Post 16 students in maintained special and 
secondary schools. This will total £0.390m. 

The above factors will result in total funding for 2017/18 available for allocation of 
£192.233m.   

A draft budget for 2018/19 has been costed and totals £192.233m; this is a balanced budget.  

A detailed breakdown of the DSG Budget is shown in Papers A2 and B2.  

A new national formula has been used to calculate the High Needs Budget in 2018/19, which has 
brought some uncertainties around adjustments that may be made to the high needs allocation. These 
are: 

� 2018/19 is the first year of using an import/export adjustment in the High Needs Formula; this is 
currently included in the budget, per DSG notification, at an additional £0.510m. This will be 
updated in March 2018, and could result in a change to the total High Needs Formula. 

� 2018/19 is also the first year of splitting base funding for support centres. £6k per place will be 
allocated through the High Needs Block and the remaining funding will be allocated through the 
Schools Block. An adjustment will be made where fewer places are occupied than those 
commissioned; a forecast for this adjustment has been included in the 2018/19 deductions figure. 

Schools Finance will be carrying out a piece of work in time for the next Schools Forum to 
ascertain the financial impact of this change on support centres and highlighting any actions that 
could be taken. 

� An adjustment is required to the High Needs Block allocation to correct the Hospital Education 
Baseline. The EFA have not confirmed that they will make this correction so it has not been 
included in the budget. If the correction is made the estimated impact would be £0.077m 
additional DSG. 
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A Central Services Block has been introduced in 2018/19; this is funding for ongoing functions and 
historic commitments. This is broken down in Paper B2. This funding includes a pupil number uplift of 
£0.012m. This has been added to the Schools Forum funding, with the recommendation that this is 
used to fund the High Needs Finance Officer role. 

 

Actions required. 

1. To approve the 2018/19 budget, whilst recognising that future adjustments may change the 
total DSG allocated. 
 

2. To approve that the current year overspend of £1.385m is taken forward into 2018/19; to be 
reduced by the use of residual commitment balances, as previously agreed by Schools Forum 

 
3. To approve the allocation of the Central Service Block pupil number uplift (£0.012m) to the 

Schools Forum budget and utilise £0.015m in 2018/19 to fund the additional High Needs 
finance support. 
 


