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Early Years Prior Year Adjustments

 

1. Background 

The DSG funding for Early Years is based on the January Census and any change in funding is then 

clawed back in the following July. This therefore falls within the next financial year and an accrual 

adjustment is required as part of the closure of accountants. In 16/17 an accrual of £205K was included 

in the outturn. When notification of the actual adjustment was received from the DfE it was £443K 

giving a difference /under accrual of £238K. A query was then raised with the DfE to provide 

information on the way the adjustment had been calculated and what FTE numbers it had been based 

on.   

 

2. January census resulting in under funding 

Historical trends show that when the census is taken in the spring term numbers are lower than the 

actual number of children /hours within the year.  The table below demonstrates this:- 

  

No. of 2 yr olds from previous 3 yrs ( based on 15 hours per week) 

  Summer  Autumn  Spring Average 

2014/15 * 1064 1111 1087 

2015/16 1183 1154 1041 1126 

2016/17 1056 1046 989 1030 

 

*First term of new scheme take up low and not representative 

 

No. of 3 & 4 yr olds from previous 3 yrs (based on 15 hours per week)  

  Summer  Autumn  Spring Average 

2014/15 4682 3103 4030 3938 

2015/16 4840 3126 4101 4022 

2016/17 4933 2992 3916 3947 
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For illustrative purposes, based on the actual hours compared to the EFA allocation, based on the 

census numbers, Plymouth has been under-funded. 

Calculation of Funding difference 16/17 based on PCC actual hours  PTE 25 hours 

2 year olds 
   

 
Average PTE 25 hours rate £ 

5/12 of Jan 16                  679          4,607.50       1,303,145  

7/12 of Jan 17                  620          4,607.50       1,666,306  

    

   
     2,969,452  

    EFA allocation based on Census data                   616  
 

     2,838,220  

Under funding 
  

         131,232  

    

    3 & 4 year olds 
   

 
Average PTE 25 hours rate £ 

5/12 of Jan 16               2,397          4,187.95       4,182,490  

7/12 of Jan 17               2,354          4,187.95       5,751,583  

    

   
     9,934,073  

    EFA allocation based on Census data                2,367  
 

     9,912,877  

Under funding 
  

           21,196  

    Overall under funding 
  

         152,428  
 

    

3. Recommendations 

- DfE provide a breakdown of how the adjustment has been calculated including the number of 

hours and FTEs. 

- The early years provide a summary of the numbers submitted as part of the census. These are 

double checked to ensure no double counting between the EY census & the Schools census. 
- A letter is sent to the DfE requesting that the timing or number of census taken a year is 

reviewed or figures are weighted /uplifted to reflect the difference in term numbers.   

 

 


