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PROGRAMME 
7.00pm – Welcome drinks 

7.30pm – Awards ceremony begins
 � Best smaller development

 � Best conversion or conservation project

 � Best public space

 � Best community project

 � Best green project

 � Best new housing development

 � Best new building

 � People of Plymouth Award

 � Judges Special Award

 � The Abercrombie Award

8.30pm – Celebration drinks and canapés 

9.15pm – Close
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WELCOME TO THE  
ABERCROMBIE AWARDS
The awards are a celebration of planning and design excellence 
in Plymouth and a recognition of the effort that has gone into 
improving our city over recent years. 

The awards started in 1992 and were last held in April 2011. 

This year’s awards are being held in recognition of three very special 
events: 

 � the 100th anniversary of the Royal Town Planning Institute

 � the 100th anniversary of the amalgamation of Devonport, 
Stonehouse and Plymouth

 � the 70th anniversary of the 1943 Plan for Plymouth, published in 
1944.
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ABERCROMBIE AWARDS  
JUDGING PANEL

A message from the Judging Panel

This year we received over 50 entries in the seven main categories. The judges were 
struck by the strength of nominations and the amount of high quality projects that 
have been completed in Plymouth since 2011. This is, in itself, a demonstration of how 
projects of real quality have continued to be delivered against a back drop of very difficult 
economic circumstances. In fact since 2011, Plymouth’s Planning Committee has approved 
£1.3 billion of development, illustrating the confidence investors have had in the city.

As a panel it was great to be in the position of looking at such a wide range of completed 
developments that are already making a positive contribution to the city. The judges 
recognise that these projects have only been delivered because of the dedication of 
planners, architects, politicians and other professionals coming together in collaboration 
to achieve something of quality. We were impressed with the diversity of the schemes 
submitted and especially the high levels of community involvement in all the projects. 
What unites all the entries has been the commitment of them all to turn what could have 
been the mundane into something exceptional which positively contributes to a vibrant 
growing city. 

The judges would like to thank all those who took the time and trouble to submit for 
this year’s awards. We extend our congratulations to all the shortlisted entries and to the 
winners. 

We would like to thank Hannah Sloggett and Cherokee Mahoney at Plymouth City 
Council for all their hard work in arranging this year’s awards.

Finally, we hope the projects inspire all those involved in aspects of development in 
Plymouth to respond to the continuing challenge of delivering innovation and schemes of 
quality in future years.

Councillor  
Brian Vincent Paul Barnard Julie Barnett Jonathan Braddick

The 2014 Abercrombie Award Judging Panel comprised 

 � Councillor Brian Vincent, Portfolio Holder for the Environment, Plymouth City 
Council

 � Paul Barnard, Chartered Town Planner and Assistant Director of Strategic Planning 
and Infrastructure, Plymouth City Council

 � Jonathan Braddick, Chartered Architect and RIBA South West Regional Chair

 � Julie Barnett, Chief Executive Officer, Tamar Housing, Chair of the Plymouth Housing 
Development Partnership and South West Housing Initiative Board Member.
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THE ABERCROMBIE AWARDS 2014 SHORTLIST
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BEST SMALLER DEVELOPMENT
In recognition of design excellence for smaller developments.

Presented by Councillor Patrick Nicholson

Cap’n Jaspers Extension

One of Plymouth’s most famous landmarks, Cap’n Jaspers underwent 
complete remodelling in 2014. The new look Cap’n Jaspers is now able to 
serve customers from two sides of the quayside structure with seating on all 
four sides, much of it beneath natural wood finished canopies.

Client:  Mr and Mrs Curtin 
Submitted by: Kelly Lashbrook 
Architect: Le Page Architects Ltd 
Planning Officer:  Thomas Westrope

Stairway to Devon

This stairway connects a crucial gap in the South West coast path, linking 
Devil’s Point Park to the Royal William Yard with its contemporary design 
transforming an otherwise inaccessible area, especially at night, with its 
animated illumination.

Client:  Urban Splash  
Submitted by: Kat Deeney, Plymouth City Council 
Architect: Gillespie Yunnie Architects 
Planning Officer:  Robert McMillan

Women’s Refuge

This purpose built women’s refuge to replace previous cramped and out 
dated accommodation is a highly contemporary design on a tight urban site; 
with an accessible design developed in detailed consultation with service 
users, both past and present, the police and support staff.

Client:  Spectrum Housing  
Submitted by: Spectrum Housing 
Architect: Architects Design Group 
Planning Officer:  Jeremy Guise
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BEST CONVERSION OR 
CONSERVATION PROJECT
In recognition of a building conversion or a project with significant historic 
environment outcomes.

Presented by Councillor Kate Taylor

Studio 5-11, Millbay

Following a six-month refurbishment of the five-storey former social security 
building has been transformed from a tired 1970s office block with a blank 
ground floor frontage into Studio 5-11, a newly refurbished high quality 
business centre, with a number of sustainable design features and active 
ground floor uses.

Client:  Architects Design Group  
Submitted by: Ian Potts, Architects Design Group 
Architect: Architects Design Group 
Planning Officer:  Mark Evans

Drake’s Place Reservoir 

Having secured £1.4 Million from the Heritage Lottery Fund’s ‘ Parks for 
People’ programme, a major restoration programme of the 1592 Drake’s 
Leat, the Victorian Reservoir and the Edwardian Gardens was completed 
with a grand opening on 13 June 2014.

Client:  Plymouth University 
Submitted by: Paola Simoneschi, Plymouth University 
Architect: Cornwall Environmental Consultants Ltd 
Planning Officer:  Mike Stone

Devonport Column

This Grade 1 listed structure had fallen into disrepair and was closed off to 
the public in the 1990’s. In 2012 RIO secured £685,000 from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund to create a unique cooperatively-run visitor facility in the west 
of the city, re-opening it on 11 May 2013.

Client:  Real Ideas Organisation  
Submitted by: Jenny Bishop, Real Ideas Organisation 
Architect: Le Page Architects 
Planning Officer:  Jeremy Guise/Jess Maslen
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BEST PUBLIC SPACE
In recognition of the importance of quality in design of spaces open to the public.

Presented by Councillor Jon Taylor

Radford Woods

Major improvement works to over 40 hectares of land has been carried out 
in the last three years to secure Local Nature Reserve status.

Client: Plymouth City Council 
Project Lead:  Jeremy Sabel, Plymouth City Council

Drake’s Place Reservoir 

With a rich history to celebrate Plymouth University was inundated with 
people sharing precious memories of childhoods spent around the reservoir 
and gardens as well as ideas and suggestions for future events and activities. 
Since the launch, the newly accessible reservoir and gardens have been 
buzzing with visitors of all ages, providing new opportunities to learn about 
its history and wildlife.

Client:  Plymouth University  
Submitted by: Paola Simoneschi, Plymouth University 
Architect: Cornwall Environmental Consultants Ltd 
Planning Officer:  Mike Stone 

Theatre Royal Regeneration Project

Doors closed in April 2013 with a very ambitious timescale to re-open the 
newly refurbished venue with more energy efficient, more accessible and 
enhanced customer experience in all the front of house areas, together with 
improvements to the public realm around the theatre.

Client:  Theatre Royal, Plymouth 
Submitted by: Theatre Royal, Plymouth 
Architect: Andrzej Blonski Architects 
Planning Officers:  Mark Evans and Rebecca Boyde
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BEST COMMUNITY PROJECT
In recognition of a project led by a community or with extensive community 
engagement above the norm in its design or delivery.

Presented by Councillor Tina Tuohy

Radford Woods

Working with the local community to form a ‘Friends Group’ was a central 
part of the development of detailed plans for co-designed improvements 
to the woods with the objective of not only securing Local Nature Reserve 
status but to create a place where you can relax, walk, play.

Client:  Plymouth City Council 
Project Lead:  Jeremy Sabel, Plymouth City Council

Morley Court Gardens

The scheme focuses on an open-air ‘secret garden’ on the roof areas of 
these improved city centre point blocks. The design process envisaged a 
place that would provide a better quality of life for the residents in the 90 
surrounding flats, creating spaces to play, sit, and gather, as well as grow their 
own produce. 

Client:  Plymouth Community Homes  
Submitted by: Andrea Galley, Crayon Architecture and Design  
Architect: Crayon Architecture and Design 
Planning Officer:  Robert McMillan 

Ham Woods

Designated as a Local Nature Reserve in June 2014, the area covers 35.9 
hectares and had a reputation for high incidences of anti-social behaviour. 
Stepping Stones to Nature have been working to improve its quality and 
accessibility, bringing together community members to form the Friends of 
Ham Woods.

Client:  Plymouth City Council 
Submitted by: Stepping Stones to Nature 
Project Lead:  Jemma Sharman/Zoe Goss, Plymouth City Council
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BEST GREEN PROJECT
In recognition of a project or initiative which addresses broader sustainability issues 
in an innovative way.

Presented by Councillor Bill Stevens

Plymouth Energy Community Solar Panels

A members co-operative aiming to provide long-term solutions to rising 
energy prices and carbon emissions, has, since its launch in June 2013, moved 
quickly to establish a broad range of energy services including solar panels 
on 21 schools and community buildings, reducing their bills and investing 
back into the co-operative for the long-term benefit of its members.

Client:  Plymouth Energy Community  
Submitted by: Alistair Macpherson, Plymouth Energy Community

Ham Woods

Improvements included extensive path upgrades and new bridges, new 
signage, cycleway improvements, habitat management, community orchard, 
programme of community engagement with families, young people and local 
schools. This work is supporting over 200 species of plants and almost 80 
species of birds that have been recorded within the woods.

Client:  Plymouth City Council 
Submitted by: Stepping Stones to Nature 
Project Lead:  Jemma Sharman/Zoe Goss

Wildflower Meadows

This city-wide project is part-funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and 
supported by local volunteers who have helped plant over 5,000 wild 
flowers and 1,900 flowering bulbs to compliment the 52kg of wildflower 
seed that has been sown.

Client:  Plymouth City Council 
Submitted by: Jenny Wytcherly 
Project Lead: Jeremy Sabel, Plymouth City Council
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BEST NEW HOUSING PROJECT
In recognition of design excellence in the delivery of housing that meets the needs 
of local people.

Presented by Mary Ridgeway, Plymouth Housing Development Partnership

George House, Millbay

Completed in July 2011, George House provides housing for 46 of 
Plymouth’s most vulnerable homeless people and has been designed to be a 
place of positive change where residents can access support and learn new 
skills, to ensure they can move on to greater independence, education and 
work opportunities.

Client:  Spectrum Housing and Bournemouth Churches 
Submitted by: Colin Salisman, Bournemouth Churches 
Architect: Graham Lobb, Form Design Group Architects 
Planning Officer:  Jeremy Guise

The Village, Mount Wise (Phase 1)

This former MoD HQ site was acquired in March 2006 with the159 
houses and apartments (86 of which are affordable) comprising Phase 1 
being completed in just two years in September 2012. This development 
complements and enhances the existing setting of the listed buildings and 
mature landscaped grounds of this historic 28 acre estate with a cricket 
pitch at its heart.

Client:  Plymouth, Mount Wise (Devon) Limited 
Submitted by: Mount Wise (Devon) Ltd 
Architect: Architects Design Group 
Planning Officer:  Jeremy Guise

North Prospect (Phase 1)

Against a backdrop of severe funding restraint, huge social equity issues and 
following many years of under investment partners embarked on a 10 year 
regeneration programme for this inter-war estate 140 existing poor quality 
homes were demolished and 237 new homes in Phase 1 of mixed tenure 
built, achieving a residents satisfaction rating of over 90 per cent

Client:  Plymouth Community Homes 
Submitted by: Mike Knowles, Plymouth Community Homes 
Architect: HTA Design LLP 
Planning Officer:  Carly Kirk
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BEST NEW BUILDING
In recognition of any building which exhibits the highest standards of design excellence and 
makes a major contribution to Plymouth. 

Presented by Councillor Brian Vincent

George House

The aspiration for this project was to create an exciting and contemporary 
building that would challenge the public’s often negative perception of 
a hostel for the homeless. As a result, a vibrant and proud building has 
been created that encourages rehabilitation and provides a stimulating 
environment to live and work in.

Client:  Spectrum Housing and Bournemouth Churches  
Submitted by: Colin Salisman, Bournemouth Churches 
Architect: Graham Lobb, Form Design Group Architects 
Planning Officer:  Jeremy Guise

Cargo 2

Completed in mid-2013 and comprising 14 townhouses, 34 apartments 
(12 affordable) and approx 370m2 of commercial space at ground floor, it 
forms the second phase in the delivery of the £350 million regeneration 
programme at the former Millbay Docks.

Client:  English Cities Fund  
Submitted by: Duncan Cumberland, English Cities Fund 
Architect: Ferguson Mann Architects 
Planning Officer:  Mark Evans

Performing Arts Building – ‘The House’

This project includes a 200-capacity sprung-floor theatre, studio space, 
and Centre for Computer Research where students and staff will 
research intelligent musical systems and develop new areas of study in 
neuroscience computer music, this BREEAM Excellent, wheelchair accessible 
contemporary design replaced a poor quality 1960’s building.

Client:  Plymouth University  
Submitted by: Tessa Purdy, Midas Construction Ltd 
Architect: Burwell Deakin Architects 
Planning Officer:  Katie Saunders

 

Complete 1 

 

Complete 2 
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JUDGES SPECIAL AWARD 
Presented by Jonathan Braddick, Chair, South West RIBA

The Judges Special Award is in recognition of a Plymouth planning project, 
initiative or programme that has contributed most to the city since the 
Abercrombie Awards began. 

Key strategic planning documents produced in this time have guided development 
within the city. In 1996 the Plymouth Local Plan was adopted, bringing forward major 
developments such as Central Park and new policies for affordable housing and the 
city’s green spaces.

In 2001, the First Deposit Local Plan proposed a significant increase in housing within 
the city.

The MBM ‘Vision for Plymouth’ was published in November 2003 and represented 
a step change in the quality, pace and intensity of development in the city, especially 
the City Centre.

These principles were embedded in the Local Development Framework Core 
Strategy, adopted in 2007 which won the Royal Town Planning Institute’s Silver 
Jubilee Cup and has guided much of the developments celebrated this evening.

From a long list of projects including former Abercrombie Awards winners such as 
TR2, Gun Wharf, and St Aubyn’s Church and major projects such as Drakes Circus, 
the Plymouth Science Park, the regeneration of Sutton Harbour, Notre Dame 
House, Cargo 1, Ker Street, the Plymouth College of Art and Design Building and 
many others, the following were considered to have had the greatest impact on 
Plymouth.
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Roland Levinsky Building, North Hill

The building represents the very positive effort the University is making 
in creating an outstanding centre of learning for its students. The building 
equally creates a key landmark building that recognises the confidence 
Plymouth has in itself and is an exceptional example of the quality of 
architecture that is now being seen in Plymouth.

Now a recognised feature for both public transport and car drivers heading 
up North Hill, the Roland Levinsky Building won both the Best New Building 
Award and the People of Plymouth Award in 2007. 

Royal William Yard

The Royal William Victualling Yard was built between 1825 and 1831 to the 
designs of Sir John Rennie, one of the most distinguished civil engineers of 
the 19th century. It comprises a series of monumental neo-Classical buildings 
set around a central basin. It was purpose-built to provide ‘every requisite 
object’ for the Royal Navy, and included a brew house, a slaughterhouse, 
mills and bakery, a cooperage and warehouses. Its significance is reflected in 
the large number of Grade I and II Listed buildings which it contains. 

The site was relinquished by the Navy in 1992, since then it has been subject 
to a continuing programme of repair, refurbishment and imaginative re-use 
for a mix of residential and commercial uses. It is now managed by Urban 
Splash and has attracted a number of high profile users.

Not only has RWY become a place of city-wide importance due to its 
economic benefit and the celebrating of our history, but it has also played a 
role in raising the prestige and aspirations of Plymouth and its citizens.

The Regeneration of Devonport

At one time Devonport was the most deprived ward in the country. A £50 
million New Deal for Communities funding initiative was implemented. The 
Devonport Area Action Plan was adopted to guide a major change in both 
the tenure of the area and the balance of homes to flats, seeking to achieve 
a more sustainable balanced community. 

Devonport has seen many of the planned developments started or 
completed including the Vision site, the new police station, improvements 
to Devonport Park, Mount Wise, a new dental school and community-led 
projects such as Devonport Guildhall and Devonport Column.

Devonport has achieved many national and local awards including two 
Abercrombie Award winners at Gun Wharf in 2007 and St Aubyn’s Church 
in 2011. The Morice Town Home Zone also won Best Public Space in 2004. 
Devonport is now a place of housing choice and with the forthcoming 
creation of jobs through the future release of South Yard in the City Deal is 
now a much improved part of the city.
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PEOPLE OF  
PLYMOUTH AWARD
In recognition of the project the people of Plymouth 
consider to have made a major contribution to Plymouth.

Presented by Ian Potts, Plymouth Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry

ABERCROMBIE AWARD
The overall winner, in recognition of a project or initiative 
from one of the category winners which demonstrates 
design excellence and innovation and which makes the 
greatest contribution to planning in Plymouth.

Presented by Stephen Essex, Plymouth University
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THE MAKING OF THE 2014 AWARDS

Every time the Abercrombie Awards are held, we run a competition to 
design the awards so that they are unique. The competition was open 
to current and recent members of Plymouth College of Art and Design. 
Designers were told to take the theme of ‘a changing city’ and submit a 
design idea. From these submissions we commissioned three students to 
work up full-scale prototypes, which were on display for a few weeks in the 
Council’s Strategic Planning and Infrastructure Department. 

After much deliberation we chose our winner, Adam Johns. Graduating 
with a first class BA (hons) degree in Glass, Adam is a local maker, currently 
employed by Teign Valley Glass as a glassmaking assistant. He is also 
developing his own portfolio of commissions and project work – Adam 
Johns Studio Glass. His design for the awards feature inspirations from 
Plymouth’s skylines with reflections on Britain’s Ocean City. The awards 
involve a sculpted form made in the hot shop and cold worked after cooling 
to achieve the final pieces. 

This process of selection and making the awards is sponsored by the 
Plymouth branch of the Royal Institute of British Architects supported by 
the RIBA Local Initiative Fund.
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PAST WINNERS

Devonport Guildhall Granby Green

Gun Wharf Roland Levinsky Building

Royal William Yard St Aubyn’s Church
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WORLD TOWN PLANNING DAY
World Town Planning Day was founded in 1949 by the late Professor Carlos Maria 
della Paolera of the University of Buenos Aires to advance public and professional 
interest in planning. It is celebrated in more than 30 countries on four continents 
each November and celebrates planning and the role of planners. It is a special day 
to recognise and promote the role of planning in creating liveable communities. 

The day presents an excellent opportunity to look at planning from a global 
perspective, an event which appeals to the conscience of citizens and public 
authorities in order to draw attention to the environmental impact resulting from 
the development of cities and territories. 

The theme of the 2014 day is ‘Equality in the City’. The online event  
www.planningtheworld.net will be exploring the following issues: 

 � Inclusivity: How do we develop programmes and policies that address the needs 
of marginalised and strengthen civic engagement? 

 � Governance: How can urban governance contribute to social cohesion and how 
can we improve co-operation and co-ordination between different levels of 
government?

 � Regulation: Can planning laws mitigate the exclusionary effects often created by 
planning laws?

 � Knowledge: How can we use the power of technology to foster social cohesion?

 � Grassroots Involvement: What factors impede grassroots participation in 
development?

 � Access: Who has rights to city spaces and is public and active transport vehicles 
for equality?

 � Unintended Consequences: a chance to explain ideas that didn’t quite work out, 
or had unexpected results.

OUR SPONSORS
Plymouth City Council would like to extend its appreciation for the support of 
the following sponsors for the 2014 Abercrombie Awards:

Plymouth 
housing 
DeveloPment 
PartnershiP

CatteDown 
regeneration 

ComPany



www.plymouth.gov.uk/abercrombieawards2014 

#AbercrombieAwards


