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Roland Levinsky Building. Tuesday, November 13.



Judges of the  
Abercrombie Awards 2007

Les Sparks OBE 
– Chair of Plymouth Design Panel

Paul Barnard – Assistant director of  
Development, Plymouth City Council

Tanya Griffiths 
– Director of Architecture Centre 

Devon & Cornwall

Bill Martin – Editor, The Herald

Cllr Ted Fry 
– Deputy Leader, Plymouth City Council

‘Thank you to all the 
nominees. You 

have done the city 
of Plymouth proud.’

Les Sparks OBE 
Chair, Plymouth Design Panel

Awards designed and created by 
Richard Glass of Teign Valley Glass HIGHLY COMMENDED: Gun Wharf

ARCHITECTS: Lacey Hickey Caley 
CLIENT: Midas Homes and Devon & Cornwall Housing Association

‘The public space created for this development has been designed by 
the local residents and makes excellent use of the topography of the 
site, resulting in magnificent views of the Tamar.  Too often open space 
in housing developments is seen as an after thought, but in this case it is 
clearly a major key part of the design process’.

HIGHLY COMMENDED: Royal William Yard, Public Open Space
ARCHITECT: Gillespies
CLIENT: South West Regional Development Agency

‘The Royal William Yard’s public space perfectly complements the magnificent 
buildings.  The quality of the materials is superb and is in keeping with the 
area’s heritage.  It also cleverly incorporates remnants of the old victualling 
yard such as an old crane structure.  It has also overcome potentially very 
difficult problems including a very subtly designed flood protection barrier’.

BEST PUBLIC SPACE

WINNER: Armada Way Piazza, 
City Centre
ARCHITECT/DESIGNER: Planning and 
Regeneration Service and Transport 
Infrastructure and Engineering Department, 
Plymouth City Council 
CLIENT: Plymouth City Council 

‘This very bold project has given the city the 
centre it was missing. It has resulted in a very 
flexible space that is constantly being used for 
city centre events ranging from continental 
markets to screenings of Wimbledon matches. It 
has also made a very clear statement by giving 
pedestrians equal status to the car and has led 
the way in implementing the ideas that have 
come out of the Mackay vision.’



BEST SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

WINNER: Gun Wharf
ARCHITECTS: Lacey Hickey Caley   CLIENT: Midas Homes and Devon & Cornwall Housing Association

‘This development addresses all components of sustainable design.  Not only are the buildings built to the highest sustainability methods including 
the use of recycled and locally sourced materials, it also achieves social sustainability by retaining the character of the neighbourhood that is not 
isolated from the wider Devonport community.  A tremendous effort has been made by the design team to create a development that creates a 
better quality of life for Devonport residents that will last for many years to come’.

This is a very exciting 
time to be in 
Plymouth.  The new 
enthusiasm for growth 
and regeneration is 
refreshing to see as is 
the quality of  design 
that is now coming 
forward.  Plymouth 
has a clear vision for 
where it wants to go as a city and this has been 
helped in no small part by the Vision for Plymouth 
document and the Council’s award winning 
Local Development Framework.  Now we are 
seeing the results of this vision with some truly 
outstanding nominations coming forward for the 
Abercrombie Awards.  

The Abercrombie Awards are very important in 
celebrating Plymouth’s new found confidence 
in itself because it demonstrates the quality of 
design that can be achieved in Plymouth.  The 
judging panel has had to consider very carefully 
who they would like to see as the winners and the 
quality of entries is demonstrated by the number 
of highly commended awards that have also 
been made.  I look forward to seeing even more 
nominations that champion good practice in 
sustainability at the next Abercrombie Awards.

All the winners should be congratulated for their 
achievements, but special mention must go to 
Gun Wharf in Devonport which the judges felt 
is the project that has best raised the standard 
of design in Plymouth not only for its building 
quality, but its overall commitment to creating a 
successful place where people want to live. 

Les Sparks OBE 
Chair, Plymouth Design Panel



BEST COMMUNITY DESIGN PROJECT

WINNER: Adelaide Park Home Zone, 
Stonehouse
ARCHITECT/PROJECT MANAGERS: 
Capital Programme & Projects and 
Development Projects Team, 
Plymouth City Council 
CLIENT: Plymouth City Council 

‘This project, more than any other in 
this category, has demonstrated how 
community involvement can really make 
a difference to a project’.  

‘The residents of this part of Stonehouse 
can truly feel proud of their achievements 
and the Council officers involved have 
done a magnificent job in making the 
design process understandable and 
meaningful’.

HIGHLY COMMENDED: Gun Wharf
ARCHITECTS: Lacey Hickey Caley 
CLIENT: Midas Homes and Devon 
& Cornwall Housing Association 

‘The success of the community 
involvement in the Gun Wharf scheme 
is demonstrated by how popular 
the development has been with 
local people.  It has brought pride to 
Devonport residents because it is a 
development that they have helped 
to design rather than a development 
imposed on them’.

HIGHLY COMMENDED: Nomonoy 
Children’s Centre, Cattedown
ARCHITECT/PROJECT MANAGERS: 
The Architects Design Group
CLIENT: NCH, The Children’s Charity

‘The Nomony Centre is a much 
needed centre helping local 
families.  It is designed for the users 
with its bright inviting colours, secure 
open space areas and sensory 
garden.  It is a flagship project for 
the hugely successful East End 
Partnership’.



BEST BUILDING CONVERSION OR CONSERVATION 

WINNER: Royal William Yard
ARCHITECTS: Gilmore Hankey & Kirke Ltd
CLIENT: South West Regional Development Agency 

‘The conversion of the navy’s old victualling yard into 
a thriving area for business, homes and tourism is a 
fabulous achievement at one of the most challenging 
conservation sites in Pymouth.  The fact that it is 
difficult to differentiate between the before and after 
photographs is a tribute to the care that has been 
taken by the architects to retain the quality and 
character of the original buildings whilst making them 
into accommodation fit for the 21st century’.

HIGHLY COMMENDED: 70 Durnford 
Street, Stonehouse
ARCHITECTS: Architects Design 
Group
CLIENT: Mr & Mrs Dinham 

‘This small, but outstanding 
conservation scheme demonstrates 
very clearly the way uncared for and 
unusable accommodation can be 
transformed into desirable properties.  
It is perhaps the best example of 
how the very successful Townscape 
Heritage Initiative has made a real 
impact on the regeneration of the 
Stonehouse area’.

HIGHLY COMMENDED: Plymouth Gin 
Blackfriars Distillery, The Barbican
ARCHITECTS: Gilmore Hankey Kirke Ltd
CLIENT: Plymouth Gin, Blackfriars Distillery

‘Perhaps the greatest tribute to how successful 
this project has been can be seen in the 
thriving visitor centre and restaurant that 
has resulted.  The project has very cleverly 
converted awkward and inappropriately 
sized rooms into extremely popular business 
locations.  It was always going to be a 
challenge to successfully convert one of 
Plymouth’s most important historic buildings 
and the design team have very successfully 
risen to this challenge’.



THE PEOPLE OF PLYMOUTH AWARD

WINNER: Roland Levinsky Building, University of Plymouth
ARCHITECTS: Henning Larsen Architects & Building Design Partnership
CLIENT: University of Plymouth

‘The myth that the residents of our city take no real notice of their surroundings was exploded by the massive response to The Herald’s online poll for the People of Plymouth award category. More than 10,000 cast their 
votes, in an incredible display of support for the Abercrombie Awards and a demonstration that ordinary people – who have no architectural training – still know what buildings or projects they like.  It was a close-fought 
contest, in which the Roland Levinsky Building at the University of Plymouth triumphed. What finer accolade could there be for those behind this impressive, iconic project to know that it has proved so popular with the 
citizens of Plymouth. And what a great way for The Herald readers to express their views on the many exciting, impressive and praiseworthy buildings which are reshaping the look of our fast-changing city.



BEST NEW BUILDING

WINNER: Roland Levinsky Building, 
University of Plymouth 
ARCHITECTS: Henning Larsen Architects & 
Building Design Partnership
CLIENT: University of Plymouth

‘The building represents the very positive 
effort the University is making in creating an 
outstanding centre of learning for its students.  
However the building equally creates a 
key landmark building that recognises the 
new confidence Plymouth has in itself and 
is an exceptional example of the quality 
of architecture that is now being seen in 
Plymouth’.

HIGHLY COMMENDED: Gun Wharf
ARCHITECTS: Lacey Hickey Caley 
CLIENT: Midas Homes and Devon & Cornwall 
Housing Association 

‘Gun Wharf is an exemplar of how 
regeneration should be carried out.  It has 
transformed a rundown depressed housing 
area and created a development that the 
people of Devonport rightly feel proud to be 
associated with.  It sets a challengingly high 
standard for other developments to follow’.

HIGHLY COMMENDED: Pinnacle Quay, Sutton 
Harbour
ARCHITECTS: Form Design Group
CLIENT: Persimmon Homes South West

‘Pinnacle Quay is an outstanding example of 
the quality of design that is now being seen in 
Sutton Harbour. It sets an important standard 
that other architects will need to meet.  It 
has also played a key role in creating activity 
around the quayside by providing areas for 
the public to use and enjoy’.



THE ABERCROMBIE AWARD 2007

WINNER: Gun Wharf
ARCHITECTS: Lacey Hickey Caley 
CLIENT: Midas Homes and Devon & Cornwall Housing Association 

‘Gun Wharf has won the overall Abercrombie Award because it is the most complete entry to be put forward.  The design team has created a development that excels not just in the design of its buildings, but its accompanying 
open space and community involvement.  It truly is a development that shows the way on what can be achieved in Plymouth. It demonstrates clearly what the sustainability agenda means in reality – sustainability is as much about 
sustaining communities for the future as it is about creating energy efficient buildings.  It is also exemplary in the way it addresses the national agenda to build more quality and affordable homes for Plymouth’s increasing population.  
It is in an area that has suffered from poor design over many years and the judging panel is pleased to see that this time the residents of Devonport have a development that is of exceptional quality and has not been beaten 
by any other new development in Plymouth’.


