ABERCROMBIE AWARDS 2017

EVENT BROCHURE
NOVEMBER 2017

PROGRAMME
7:00pm - Welcome drinks
7:30pm - Awards ceremony begins
Best conversion or conservation project
Best smaller development
Best public space
Best community project
Best green project
Best commercial project
Best new housing project
Best new building
People of Plymouth Award
Judges Special Award
The Abercrombie Award
8:30pm - Celebration drinks and canapes
9:15pm - Close

WELCOME TO THE
ABERCROMBIE AWARDS
The awards are a celebration of planning and design excellence
in Plymouth and a recognition of the effort that has gone into
improving our city over recent years.
The awards started in 1992 and were last held in April 2014.

ABERCROMBIE AWARDS
JUDGING PANEL
A message from the Judging Panel
This year we received over 60 entries in the 9 main categories. It has been a privilege to review such a
wide range of inspirational projects that have been the subject of such care and attention in their design
and implementation. The Judges were struck by the strength of nominations and the amount of high
quality projects that have been completed in Plymouth since 2014 when the awards were last made. This
is, in itself, a demonstration of how projects of real quality have continued to be delivered against a back
drop of very difficult economic circumstances. In fact in the last 4 years there has been over £1 Billion of
development approved by the City Council’s Planning Committee, of which 71% has been built or is
currently under construction. Last year 257.8 Million of development was approved and in just the last 3
months, £61 Million of projects have received planning permission.
As a panel it was great to be in the position of looking at such a wide range of completed developments
that are already making a positive contribution to the city. The Judges recognise that these projects have
only been delivered because of the dedication of planners, architects, politicians and other professionals
coming together in collaboration to achieve something of quality. We were impressed with the diversity of
the schemes submitted and especially the high levels of community involvement in all the projects. What
unites all the entries has been the commitment of them all to turn what could have been the mundane
into something exceptional which positively contributes to a vibrant growing city.
The Judges would like to thank all those who took the time and trouble to submit for this year’s awards.
We extend our congratulations to all the shortlisted entries and to the winners. We would like to thank
Cherokee Mahoney at Plymouth City Council for her hard work in arranging this year’s awards.
Finally, we hope the projects inspire all those involved in all aspects of development in Plymouth to
respond to the continuing challenge of delivering innovation and schemes of quality in future years.
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ABERCROMBIE AWARDS 2017 SHORTLIST

BEST CONVERSION OR CONSERVATION
PROJECT

Mount Wise Phase 2 Development

The former naval site has undergone a rebirth. Its final design combines housing
and commercial uses integrating new buildings into an historic setting.

Plymouth City Market Refurbishment

A recent £3.5 million renovation has made this listed building fit for purpose. The
project includes a concrete roof, solar panels, a new lift, improved ventilation and
facilities for restaurants and businesses.

Asa House

A Chapter 1 development delivering 30 affordable homes out of an empty office
building on the Barbican.

Four Greens Community Trust

The trust has turned an empty care home in Whitleigh into a welcoming building
for small businesses, support services and community groups.

BEST SMALLER DEVELOPMENT

Asa House

A Chapter 1 development delivering 30 affordable homes out of an empty office
building on the Barbican.

Nelson Project

24 affordable homes for ex-service personnel, with six homes for people with
learning difficulties.

BBC Plymouth

The existing 1900s building needed modernising and its layout changed to
accommodate 150 staff and several systems.

BEST PUBLIC SPACE

Urban Buzz

An array of flower-rich habitats throughout the city, brightening up unused
spaces with the help of the community.

Derriford Park Community Orchard

A high quality orchard with local fruit varieties, that's involved local people in its
design and creation.

Plymouth Coach Station

A high-quality terminal style facility for scheduled coaches with an objective to
increase footfall in the West End.

Quadrant Quay - Millbay

The first phase of residential waterfront development at Millbay, providing a new
link to West Hoe Road, waterfront garden rooms and using flood defences as
informal seating, re-use of historic features, sun loungers and marine planting.

BEST COMMUNITY PROJECT

Derriford Park Community Orchard

A high quality orchard with local fruit varieties, that's involved local people in its
design and creation.

Kinterbury Creek Bridge

The community worked to replace a bridge across the creek that was damaged
by fire. It's given local people access to a designated County Wildlife Site and be
near the water.

Stiltskin's Soapbox Children's Theatre

A unique children's theatre in an old World War II building within Devonport
Park.

Union Corner

Turning a derelict building into a community garden and a space for local people
to use.

BEST GREEN PROJECT

Urban Buzz

An array of flower-rich habitats throughout the city, brightening up unused
spaces with the help of the community.

Derriford Park Community Orchard

A high quality orchard with local fruit varieties, that's involved local people in its
design and creation.

Ernesettle Community Solar Farm

Turning a derelict brownfield site into a 4.1MW solar array farm.

BEST COMMERCIAL PROJECT

1 Research Way, Plymouth Science Park

Designed to create a flexible layout to meet the changing space requirements of
growing businesses and encourage collaboration through shared break-out
spaces.

Plymouth City Market refurbishment

A recent £3.5 million renovation has made this listed building fit for purpose. The
project includes a concrete roof, solar panels, a new lift, improved ventilation and
facilities for restaurants and businesses.

BBC Plymouth

The existing 1900s building needed modernising and its layout changed to
accommodate 150 staff and several systems.

Genesis building

Designed to provide employment opportunities for growing businesses and local
start-ups in one of the city's most deprived areas. It has a 'living wall'.

BEST NEW HOUSING PROJECT

The Stonehouse Arena

A great example of regeneration in the face of challenge, a development of 56
homes on a tricky brownfield site. They all meet Lifetime Homes Standard.

Riverview Extra Care Scheme

A high quality redevelopment that combines community facilities with 40 extra
care homes for people who need some extra support to live independently.

Quadrant Quay - Millbay

The first phase of residential waterfront development at Millbay, providing a new
link to West Hoe Road, waterfront garden rooms and using flood defences as
informal seating, re-use of historic features, sun loungers and marine planting.

Nelson Project

24 affordable homes for ex-service personnel, with six homes for people with
learning difficulties.

BEST NEW BUILDING

Marine Station, Plymouth University

Replaces a former diving and marine centre with distinctive building of striking
design to provide a unique, waterfront campus with laboratory, teaching and
research spaces and boat and diving facilities.

STEM building, Plymouth City College

A regional centre of excellence for STEM (science, technology, engineering and
maths) which provides 46,000 square feet of educational facilities.

1 Research Way, Plymouth Science Park

Designed to create a flexible layout to meet the changing space requirements of
growing businesses and encourage collaboration through shared break-out
spaces.

Genesis building

Designed to provide employment opportunities for growing businesses and local
start-ups in one of the city's most deprived areas. It has a 'living wall'.

JUDGES SPECIAL AWARD
Introduction

The Judges Special Award is in recognition of a Plymouth planning project that has contributed most to the city
since the Abercrombie Awards began. The award seeks to acknowledge a truly transformational project,
programme or initiative that has over a period of time contributed to changing Plymouth and had the greatest
impact on Plymouth.
The shortlisted projects for the 2017 Judges Special Award are:

The regeneration of North Prospect

The regeneration of North Prospect which began around 10 years ago, will eventually see more than 1,100
new homes being built to replace 794 defective properties dating mainly from the 1920’s. This is being
delivered by Plymouth Community Homes in partnership with the local community, Plymouth City Council, the
Homes and Communities Agency, Barratts, Kier Living and DCLG.
Construction is divided into 5 phases, the first 3 of are either completed or currently under construction; a
total of more than 600 new properties so far. The final 2 phases are currently being planned with funding
secured for Phase 5, and a further funding bid recently submitted to Government to complete the estate
regeneration programme around 2023. Over 300 properties have been
refurbished to “Decent Homes” standards, significantly reducing fuel poverty
for the occupants.
More than £4million has also been spent on creating a new community hub
known as the Beacon, as part of its ambitious place-making objectives. This
includes a new library, a children’s centre, office space, shops, café and 39 flats
for older residents. In addition the main park and play space at Cookworthy
Green has been considerably enlarged and improved using funding secured
through planning obligations.
The impacts have been wide ranging and have included improving the housing
mix by introducing new forms of high quality housing for both sale and rent. This, coupled with an increase in
the quantity of both smaller and larger homes, helps create a more sustainable community. Socio-economic
benefits are also now being delivered including crime having been reduced by 62% over the last 10 years. At the
same time apprenticeships, training, and job opportunities in construction have been made available to local
residents which has helped reduce worklessness.
North Prospect is one of the largest estate regeneration programmes in the south west and is being
transformed, leaving its poor reputation behind and becoming an attractive place to live, with residents
reporting very high levels of satisfaction with their new homes and the wider neighbourhood.

Drake Circus

Drake Circus shopping centre is a 425,000 square feet (39,484 m2) covered shopping mall with 1,270 car
parking spaces, which opened in October 2006, designed by architects Chapman Taylor and built by Bovis Lend
Lease. Situated behind Charles Church, preserved as the city's civilian war memorial, the original roundabout
consisted of Edwardian buildings, with its southern end marked by the "Guinness Clock”. It was demolished in
1966/1967 as part of the 1943 Abercrombie Plan for Plymouth and redeveloped with a two-level shopping
centre which opened in 1971. There were several failed attempts in the 1980’s
and 1990’s to redevelop this post war scheme which had gradually become
run-down, recognizing the need to respond to changing retail requirements and
challenges arising from retail investments being planned in other cities which
would have impacted on the future of the whole Plymouth city centre. P&O
Estates brought forward plans in the early 2000s, and following a CPO Inquiry,
work started in February 2004 on demolishing the old centre and the adjoining
Charles Street multi-storey car park. In February 2005 the new Drakes Circus
was sold to Morgan Stanley Real Estate Fund, and then in November 2006
Kandahar Real Estate took a 50% stake, with it eventually being bought by
British Land for £240 million in January 2011.
The £200 Million redevelopment of Drakes Circus was a crucial retail intervention at a time of significant
challenges facing the City Centre in the early 2000’s. Drake Circus has had a profound economic and social
impact upon Plymouth and represents one of the biggest post war investments which has provided an enhanced
retail offer for the city.

The Red House, Millbay

The Red House, home to the Plymouth School of Creative Arts is a school located in the heart of the Millbay
regeneration area. The building delivers an impressive and significant addition to the cityscape, and complements
the contemporary housing developments being delivered by English City Fund elsewhere within what is
estimated to be the 65th largest regeneration project in the UK.
The school is sponsored by Plymouth College of Art and currently has over 900
children and 150 staff. As the first key building visible from the ferry terminal the
building creates a distinct gateway to Plymouth, and makes a major contribution
to creating the new community being planned for Millbay. It is quickly becoming a
heart for local residents. The school, which has already been rated “Good” by
Ofsted inspectors, supports the transformation of individual life chances for
students and has had an immediate impact on local families, with a range of
community groups using the building during evenings and weekends. The building
is a response to both the vision for creative learning and a very limited construction budget. It is a place for making – making ideas, making technology and
making art. Inside there are open studio spaces, a large atrium, theatre, sports
hall and a wide range of flexible spaces that support diverse activities by the
school and the community. The quality and consistency of architectural thinking is evident throughout.
Designed by Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios, the school was built on a brownfield site and occupied within 18
months. The building won the RIBA South West Award in 2016, was shortlisted for the World Architecture
Festival Awards and was in the final six for the international Architects’ Journal AJ100 Building of the Year.

PEOPLE OF PLYMOUTH AWARD
The People of Plymouth have voted for their favourite project from all those shortlisted
in this years categories.

ABERCROMBIE AWARD
The overall winner, in recognition of a project or initiative from one of the category
winners which demonstrates design excellence and innovation and which makes the
greatest contribution to planning in Plymouth.

THE MAKING OF THE 2017 AWARDS
The awards were designed by Jason Marks of Fab Lab Plymouth (fablabplymouth.org). They were made by Fab
Lab Plymouth and the glass artist Amy Whittingham (glass artist and technician at Plymouth College of Art).
Features of distinction from each selected building or space were used as
starting points to develop a series of bespoke awards. After initial concept
sketching on paper the designs were drawn up in Rhino 3D (a computer aided
design program). These designs were then 3D printed at the Fab Lab. Amy
Whittingham was subsequently able to take these prints, make plaster moulds
from them and cast the printed forms into glass. The glass forms were then
finished, sand blasted and polished. The text was drawn up in Adobe Illustrator
and from this stencils were cut from vinyl. The text was then etched onto the
glass awards and, finally, the glass was mounted onto a hardwood base.
The awards are a combination of traditional craft practice and the latest digital
design and fabrication methods and techniques. Given the short lead time between the selection of the
Abercrombe Awards winners and the presentation ceremony this was a challenging commission, but we are
delighted with the results and we look forward to working with the Council again.

PREVIOUS WINNERS OF THE
ABERCROMBIE AWARD
2010 WINNER
St Aubyns Church, Devonport

The judges felt that this scheme highlighted many of the elements which are being
celebrated through the Abercrombie awards. The standard of the conversion is
excellent, combining high quality workmanship and innovative design in this
unique building. The original Church has been retained and now incorporates a
community library. An outstanding building has been given a new lease of life and
further reflects the wider regeneration of the area.

2014 WINNER
Performing Arts Building “The House”

This projected included a 200-capacity sprung-floor theatre, studio space, and
Centre for Computer Research where students and staff will research intelligent
musical systems and develop new areas if study in neuroscience computer music,
this BREEAM Excellent, wheelchair accessible contemporary design replaced a
poor quality 1960’s building.

OUR SPONSORS
Plymouth City Council would like to extend its appreciation for the support of the following sponsor for the
2017 Abercrombie Awards:

WORLD TOWN PLANNING DAY
8 NOVEMBER 2017
World Town Planning Day was founded in 1949 by the late Professor Carlos Maria della Paolera of the
University of Buenos Aires to advance public and professional interest in planning. It is celebrated in more than
30 countries on four continents each November and celebrates planning and the role of planners. It is a special
day to recognise and promote the role of planning in creating livable communities. The day presents an excellent
opportunity to look at planning from a global perspective, an event which appeals to the conscience of citizens
and public authorities in order to draw attention to the environmental impact resulting from the development of
cities and territories.

THANK YOU
WE HOPE YOU HAVE ENJOYED
THE 2017 ABERCROMBIE AWARDS

www.plymouth.gov.uk/abercrombieawards2017
#AbercrombieAwards

