
 
 

 

Admiralty House, Mount Wise: See PPP series Ad AH 
The development of the purpose built Royal Naval Dockyard at Plymouth Dock-Devonport was 

soon followed by the construction of the Dock Line defences and a ring of army barracks encircling 

the new town. Mount Wise Redoubt was built in c1780, and this quickly became the main signalling 

station.  The larger military importance of Dock/Devonport created a new focus for Government 

control and administration across the local area.  

 

The Governor of Plymouth, the Commanding Officer for the Western District, had traditionally 

resided in Plymouth; at the Hoe Fort or its replacement, the Royal Citadel. However, between 1789 

and 1793, a new Government House was built at Mount Wise.  This substantial Palladian styled 

property stands in a prominent location, south of Mount Wise Redoubt, with views over Plymouth 

Sound and Mount Edgcumbe.  The house remained the office and residence of the Lieutenant 

Governor of Plymouth until the role was abolished in 1842.  

 

The establishment of the position of Port Admiral in the late 18th century meant that the Admiralty 
also needed to provide a new official residence.  Another site was chosen at Mount Wise, at the 

north-west end of George Street, abutting a large parade ground. The original ‘Admiralty House’ was 

constructed between 1808 and 1811 and given the official name Mount Wise House.  A new set of 

twenty stones were erected to demark the Admiralty property boundaries; the distinctive use of the 

fouled anchor differentiated the Admiralty land boundary stones from those associated with 

surrounding and sometimes adjacent War Department owned land. 

 

The picture, left, shows Ad AH 8 and WD DL 13B located in 

George Street - a pair of Admiralty and War Department markers 

at a point where the two boundaries were coincident. Note the 

WD letters and number have been cancelled out to indicate that 

this stone had ceased being a relevant marker, but the broad arrow 

was retained as a sign of continued Government ownership.  

 

In the early 1900s, the Admiralty also built Seymour House in the 

grounds of ‘Admiralty House’. This explains why further Ad AH 

stones can be found in association with this later property.   

 

 

 
NB The ‘Government’ or ‘Governors’ House’ and the original ‘Admirals’ House’ are often confused. This is part explained 

by the fact that, in 1934, the former ‘Governors’ House’ was taken over by the Admiralty and became the Commander-in-

Chief of the Port’s new residence. It was also renamed Mount Wise House - previously the official name of the original and 

now vacated ‘Admiralty House’.  (To add to the confusion there is also another Mount Wise House, conjoined to the 

terrace at the south western end of George Street). Following the 1934 relocations, the original ‘Admirals’ House’ was 

renamed Hamoaze House and became the residence of the Major General of the Royal Marines.  

 

In 1998, Hamoaze House was sold to a charitable trust for private use. The Edwardian Seymour House, next door, is now 

occupied by the same trust. In 2014, Government House (the largest of the three buildings and also sometimes referred to 

as Admiralty House and Mount Wise House) was being redeveloped as a prestigious hotel and housing complex.  

http://bit.ly/1oxVYM7

