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You are invited to comment on the document prepared below as part of  Plymouth’s 
Local Development Framework.

Plymouth aspires to be one of  Europe’s finest, most vibrant waterfront cities.  
The Local Development Framework aims to deliver this aspiration by planning for 
future development up to 2021 and beyond.

REVISED PRE-SUBMISSION CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT DERRIFORD 
AND SEATON AREA ACTION PLAN

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LOCAL DEVELOPMENT) (ENGLAND)
REGULATIONS (2012) REGULATION 19

Plymouth City Council has published the revised pre-submission Derriford and 
Seaton Area Action Plan.

Area Action Plans are planning policy documents which deliver significant changes 
in key growth areas and which conserve the city’s historical assets. The Derriford 
and Seaton Area Action Plan sets out a framework for change including major 
development in this area of  the city covering the period to 2021 and beyond.

You can request to be notified of the submission of the Area Action Plan, the publication 
of the Inspectors Report, following the Independent Examination, and the adoption of  
the Area Action Plan.

CONSULTATION ARRANGEMENTS

The consultation period for the Area Action Plan runs from 9 July to 20 August 2012.

The Area Action Plan, Sustainability Appraisal, and Evidence Base documents will be 
available to view during normal office hours at the Civic Centre Planning Reception.

The document will also be available at Windsor House and local Libraries.

You can make comments on the draft Area Action Plan and supporting Sustainability 
Appraisal using Representation Forms available from the Civic Centre or at consultation 
events or by going online at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf or log on to our consultation portal 
http://plymouth-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/

For details of  consultation events go online to 
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/revisedpresubmission

All representations will need to be returned by no later than 5pm on 20 August 2012.

All documents are available on request in other formats, please contact 
Planning Services, Directorate of Place, Civic Centre PL1 2AA.
Email: ldf@plymouth.gov.uk Telephone: 01752 305477.

Shaping the Future oF 
DerriForD anD Seaton 



HAVE YOUR SAY 
On the future of the Derriford and Seaton area 
from 9 July to 20 August 2012

Draft Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan  
revised pre-submission consultation
Your chance to make comments on the long term plans for this part of Plymouth

View the plans and make your comments online at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf or come 
along to one of our consultation events:

 � Tuesday 17 July from 10am to 4pm at Crownhill Family Centre,  
Crownhill Fort Road PL6 5BX

 � Monday 23 July from 11am to 5.30pm at Crownhill Library, Cross Park Road PL6 5AN 

 � Saturday 28 July from 9am to 12noon at The George Park and Ride,  
Tavistock Road PL6 7HB

 � Tuesday 14 August from 11am to 2pm at B&Q car park, Tavistock Road PL6 5US

 � Tuesday 14 August from 2.30pm to 7pm at Farm Foods Car Park,  
Plumer Road PL6 5DZ

 � Thursday 16 August from 2pm to 5.30pm at Estover Library, Tor Bridge High School, 
Miller Way PL6 8UN

You can also view the plans at:
 � All local libraries

 � Civic Centre First Stop Reception 

 � George Park and Ride 

Planning Services, Plymouth City Council, Civic Centre Plymouth PL1 2AA
T 01752 305477 
E ldf@plymouth.gov.uk 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf
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HAVE YOUR SAY 
On the future of the Derriford and Seaton area 
from 9 July to 20 August 2012

Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan  
revised pre-submission consultation

Your chance to make comments on the long term plans for this part of 
Plymouth

Planning officers will be here in the  
B&Q car park to discuss the plan on  
Tuesday 14 August from 11am to 2pm

You can also view the plans and comment online at  
www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf

CONTACT US 
Planning Services, Plymouth City Council, Civic Centre Plymouth PL1 2AA
T 01752 305477 
E ldf@plymouth.gov.uk 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf
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HAVE YOUR SAY 
On the future of the Derriford and Seaton area 
from 9 July to 20 August 2012

Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan  
revised pre-submission consultation

Your chance to make comments on the long term plans for this part of 
Plymouth

Planning officers will be in the Farm Foods  
car park to discuss the plan on  
Tuesday 14 August from 2.30pm to 7pm

You can also view the plans and comment online at  
www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf

CONTACT US 
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T 01752 305477 
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HAVE YOUR SAY 
On the future of the Derriford and Seaton area 
from 9 July to 20 August 2012

Draft Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan  
revised pre-submission consultation

Your chance to make comments on the long term plans for this part of 
Plymouth

Planning officers will be here to discuss the plan 
on Saturday 28 July from 9am to 12noon 

You can also view the plans and comment online at  
www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf

CONTACT US 
Planning Services, Plymouth City Council, Civic Centre Plymouth PL1 2AA
T 01752 305477 
E ldf@plymouth.gov.uk 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf
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INVOLVE...
Keeping you updated with planning Plymouth’s future

Issue 21 January / February 2011

01752 305477       planning@plymouth.gov.uk       www.plymouth.gov.uk/planning

PLymOuth’s ENd Of tErm rEPOrt 

housing 
In the last four years 3,575 new  ■
homes were built and a further 309 
provided through converting or 
subdividing properties 
361 homes were demolished, mainly  ■
former Council homes to clear the 
way for regeneration projects
335 affordable homes were  ■
delivered above the target of 236 
94 per cent of new homes finished  ■
last year were built on brownfield 
sites

Employment and retail space 
2.39 hectares of employment land  ■
developed
The vacancy rate in prime shopping  ■
frontages was 10 per cent – the 
same as 2008 but better than the 
national average of 12 per cent and 
13 per cent for the South West 

Planning 
107 major planning applications  ■
were determined, 323 minor 
applications and 795 householder 
and other applications 
Planning Committee approved  ■
development worth £288 million 
Spent almost £1 million of Section  ■

106 contributions on projects such 
as the Devonport Park regeneration 

Environment 
Since the start of the Local  ■
Development Framework, 48.4 
hectares of Local Nature Reserve 
has been designated and a further 
83 hectares are planned
66 per cent of homes were  ■
completed on sites which had 
a Building for Life (the national 
standard for well-designed homes 
and neighbourhoods) assessment of 
good or very good

transport 
20.1 million public transport  ■
journeys taken
Total vehicle miles fell to 1,113  ■
million during 2009 from 1,134 
million in 2008

People 
Employment rate fell for the second  ■
year running to 70.8 per cent 
But there has been a steady rise in  ■
people who are economically active 

The Annual Monitoring Report 2010 
is published on the Council’s website 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/amrs

Plymouth is on track to achieve its development targets despite difficult economic 
circumstances. That’s the message from an ‘end of term’ report which looks at 
development across the city during the 12 months from April 2009 until April 2010.

As part of their Local Development Framework every Council has to publish 
an Annual Monitoring Report to be submitted to the Secretary of State. These 
documents monitor the progress of development in cities and communities and 
help councils consider if changes need to be made to their priorities and plans.

Plymouth’s Annual Monitoring Report 2010 shows the city is on track to meet 
virtually all the ambitious targets set in its Local Development Framework Core 
Strategy document. 

Some facts and figures about the city’s progress include:



CENtraL Park 
mastErPLaN gEts 
fuLL PubLIC suPPOrt 
The consultation on the draft masterplan which ran during 
October and November last year received public support 
for all its proposals.

A raft of exciting ideas were put forward as part of a 
masterplan to make the much-loved park even better used 
and to make it more attractive.

The masterplan sets out a comprehensive series of 
environmental improvements for the park.

Councillor Ted Fry, Cabinet Member for Planning, Strategic 
Housing and Economic Development, said: “We’ve had an 
overwhelmingly positive response to ideas we’ve suggested 
and we’re glad to see the people who use the park on a 
regular basis are as excited by how great the park could be 
in the future as we are.”

Most of the suggestions the Council asked for comments 
on were hugely popular, including providing two cafes, one 
at the main children’s playground and one at a proposed 
new lake as well as new toilets.

There was wider support for improving the sports pitches, 
footpaths and outdoor performance space at Pounds 
House.

The most contentious issue with the public was a proposal 
for a short stay pay and display car parking, aimed primarily 
at sports users. 

This idea suggested providing car parking within 
the proposed new housing at Pennycomequick, and 
whilst there was extensive debate on the subject, the 
consultation resulted in a response of 66 per cent in full 
support.

The proposed improvements will cost around £12.1 
million and take place over 10 years and be paid for 
through a variety of sources including grants. 

The comments made during the consultation can be 
viewed on www.plymouth.gov.uk/centralparkmasterplan

stEPPINg stONEs tO 
NaturE
We have successfully secured funding from Forestry 
Commission’s English Woodland Grant Scheme for 
Woodland Wood Nature Reserve in Whitleigh/
Honicknowle and Ham Woods in the Ham 
neighbourhood.

Our Stepping Stones to Nature team have been working 
with residents, schools and youth groups for over six 
months to find out how people want to improve these 
green spaces. 

Improved paths, clearly marked routes and signs have 
come up as priorities. We have already improved one main 
path in Woodland Wood (see photo insert) which has 
really encouraged families to visit for walking and playing.

The funding we have now secured will pay for over 2,000 
metres of paths in both woods to allow easy access to 
beautiful woodland walks. 

The works start this month and will be carried out by 
volunteers with support from environmental charities, 
Groundwork and BTCV. Stepping Stones will also 
be working with residents to design new signs, make 
entrances more welcoming and help them learn more 
about the natural environment.

In the longer term, the project will also help to set up 
Friends Groups for the sites, so that local people have 
direct involvement in their use and management.

For more information or to get involved contact the 
Stepping Stones to Nature team on 01752 307849 or 
steppingstones@plymouth.gov.uk



rtPI award fOr 
dEVONPOrt 
Two schemes designed to make key areas in Devonport more 
attractive and welcoming have been commended in the Royal 
Town Planning Institute South West Planning Achievement 
Awards.

Granby Green and Cumberland Gardens have both been 
substantially improved with new attractive paving, new lighting 
and redirected pedestrian ways that link with the surrounding 
residential and commercial streets. 

Local school children were involved in the design of both 
schemes, which particularly impressed the judges. They were 
also impressed with the attention to detail and excellent finish.

Plymouth City Council and Devonport Regeneration 
Community Partnership worked closely together to make sure 
the local community also had plenty of involvement in plan 
making and implementation. 

abErCrOmbIE awards 2011
It is time again to celebrate excellence 
in architecture and design in Plymouth 
and to acknowledge those responsible 
through the prestigious Abercrombie 
Awards. 

It has been over three years since the 
last Abercrombie Awards ceremony and 
many new buildings and projects have 
come to fruition in that time.

as well as the categories from 
previous years there will be the 
following:

best New building - for a new 
building that has made an outstanding 
contribution, visually, to the city. 

best conversion - to acknowledge 
excellence in the adaptation/conversion 
and/or restoration of an existing building. 
This may be in the form of a creative/
innovative new use of an existing 
building or an outstanding example of a 
conservation/restoration project. 

best public space – this award could 
be for hard landscaped or a green space. 
It could be successful for various reasons 
- quality of design, planting, surfaces, 
street furniture, how well it sits in its 
surroundings, suitability for use, etc. 

best community project - for a 
building/landscape design project that 
has had high community involvement, 
and made a significant difference to a 
local neighbourhood.

best sustainable building - for a 
project which has used sustainable 
design i.e. incorporates a grass roof, 
photo voltaic panels or uses other 
sustainable building technologies, uses 
recycled or sustainable materials and/or 
renewable energy sources to benefit the 
environment.

This year we have also introduced 
best minor development award to 
acknowledge those developers and 
builders who work on a smaller scale 
but who still play an important part in 
the quality of design in our city. 

As always there will be the People 
of Plymouth Award, voted for by the 
people of Plymouth and the overall 
Abercrombie Award, for for the best 
overall project that has made the biggest 
contribution to design in Plymouth. It 
should have all the key elements of 
urban design, innovation, community 
involvement and sustainability.

Nominations close on 21 February. The 
designer or architect for eligible projects 
will be invited to enter the competition 
and the winners will be announced at 
an awards ceremony in April alongside 
the Herald Business Awards.

To nominate your favourite 
building from the above categories, 
visit www.plymouth.gov.uk/
abercrombieawards2011



If you would like this newsletter in an alternative format please call 01752 305477

kEEP IN tOuCh...
Planning applications
www.plymouth.gov.uk/
planningapplications 

planningconsents@plymouth.gov.uk

01752 304366

Local development framework
www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf

ldf@plymouth.gov.uk

01752 305477

building Control
www.plymouth.gov.uk/buildingcontrol

buildingcontrol@plymouth.gov.uk

01752 304343

Planning services Plymouth City Council Civic Centre Plymouth PL1 2AA

ExCELLENt ratINg fOr 
East ENd 
Plymouth’s East End transport improvement scheme has been 
rated as excellent in a national awards scheme for sustainability.

The Civil Engineering Environmental Quality (CEEQUAL) 
assessment and awards scheme celebrates sustainability in civil 
engineering and public realm projects. 

It looks at performance across 12 areas: project management; 
land use; landscape; ecology and biodiversity; the historic 
environment; water resources and the water environment; 
energy and carbon; material use; waste management; transport; 
effects on neighbours and relations with the local community 
and other stakeholders.

At the heart of the 18-month scheme is a new public transport 
corridor along Embankment Road that will help to improve the 
reliability of existing bus services as well as the future ‘high quality 
public transport’ service for the city’s Eastern Corridor. 

General traffic will be rerouted along a new outbound lane 
along Gdynia Way, nearly halving the amount of traffic currently 
using Embankment Road and significantly enhancing the local 
environment and quality of life for residents. The scheme also 
aims to provide better walking and cycling links. 

Sustainability has been key to all design and delivery stages, from 
minimising the use of illuminated road signs and reusing existing 
materials to improving air quality by removing 10,000 vehicle 
movements from a heavily residential road. 

Councillor Kevin Wigens, Cabinet Member for Transport, said: 
“We are committed to minimising the impact that transport 
projects have on the local environment and the East End 
scheme demonstrates how Plymouth Transport and Highways 
is following current best practice to meet high standards in this 
area. 

“In terms of the scheme’s progress we have seen a marked 
improvement in traffic flow since the reopening of Gdynia 
Way to inbound traffic. Phase two construction work is on 
programme and we plan to reinstate the outbound lanes on 
Embankment Road towards Plympton and Laira Bridge Road 
towards Plymstock over the next few weeks.”

For further information visit  
www.plymouth.gov.uk/eastendtransportscheme

futurE 
CONsuLtatION 
We will be consulting on the following documents 
during late February/March. Detailed dates and 
venues will be published on our website at www.
plymouth.gov.uk/ldf ,through local press and 
neighbourhood meetings nearer the time with more 
information available in the next publication of this 
newsletter.

derriford and seaton area action Plan – The 
new plans could create up to 3,800 new homes 
and the creation of 6,000 new jobs together with 
30,000 square metres of retail floor spaces as well 
as community facilities. To find out more go to www.
plymouth.gov.uk/derrifordseatonpresubmission

sustainable Neighbourhoods development 
Plan document - This plan will show all the major 
sites not included in the Area Action Plans that might 
be required to meet Plymouth’s needs for homes, 
jobs, shopping and recreation as outlined in the Core 
Strategy. This document is important, as it will cover 
every neighbourhood in the city not already covered 
by an AAP.

urban fringe development Plan document 
- This is a joint document being prepared by Devon 
County Council,  Plymouth City Council and South 
Hams District Council with the assistance of Baker 
Associates Planning Consultants. It looks at the areas 
around Plymouth’s boundary, including Hemerdon, 
Woolwell, Roborough and Bickleigh. 

shopping Centre study – The Shopping Centres 
Supplementary Planning Document forms part of 
the Plymouth Local Development Framework.  
Part of this study is to ensure that everyone has 
access to a range of shops and facilities, which meet 
their needs in a sustainable way and to encourage a 
wide range of services which allow genuine choice 
in a good quality environment, with a vibrant mix of 
activity.

Look out for the consultation dates in the 
near future.



 

V1 22/06/2011  Not protectively marked  

SUMMARY REPORT 
Pre-submission Derriford and Seaton Area Action 
Plan Consultation – June 2011
 

 

Introduction  

This document provides a summary of the representations that the Council received in response 
to the publication of the Pre-Submission Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan (AAP) 
consultation document.  

 

Background  

The vision for Derriford and Seaton, as set out in Plymouth’s adopted Core Strategy (2007), is as 
follows: 

‘To create a thriving, sustainable, mixed-use new urban centre at the heart of the north of 
Plymouth, which is well connected to surrounding communities and to the city’s High Quality 
Public Transport network’.  

The Derriford and Seaton AAP, currently being prepared by the Council, provides the framework 
for delivering this vision.  

Challenges and opportunities within the Derriford and Seaton area were initially identified and 
consulted on in the Derriford, Seaton and Southway Issues and Options consultation (2006), as 
part of preparing the Core Strategy. The representations received by the Council not only 
informed the preparation of the Core Strategy’s Derriford and Seaton area vision, but have also 
influenced the preparation of the AAP.  

Formal preparation of the Derriford and Seaton AAP commenced with the publication of the 
Issues and Preferred Options Consultation document in 2009. This was a wide ranging 
consultation, and sought the views of the relevant statutory authorities, key stakeholders, 
interested parties and the general public on the emerging plan. As a result of the representations 
received. and taking into account the findings of additional evidence base studies, the Council has 
now prepared the draft plan, the Pre-Submission Derriford and Seaton consultation document. 
This document was published in February /March 2011 for public comment. 

 

Pre-Submission Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan Consultation  

The purpose of this consultation was to publicise the draft AAP so as to establish whether it was 
soundly based and commanded broad support from the wide range of interested parties. It was 
important to establish whether earlier comments and additional evidence, since the publication of 
the Issues and Preferred Options consultation document in 2009, had been appropriately taken 
into account. 

The Pre-submission Derriford and Seaton AAP consultation ran for a six week period from 16 
February 2011 until 30 March 2011. It has been extremely valuable, providing the Council with a 
number of very helpful suggestions that will enable the AAP to be improved before it is submitted 
to the Secretary of State.  

This summary report provides an overview of the responses received during the Pre-submission 
Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan (AAP) consultation. 



 

 

 

 

Consultation Arrangements  

During the consultation, a permanent display of information regarding the AAP was available to 
view at the Civic Centre, Windsor House and the George Park and Ride. In addition to this, 
planning officers were present and available to answer questions from the public at a number of 
consultation events that were held in strategic Derriford locations, including B&Q car park and the 
Future Inn car park. All these events were widely publicised, including notification of all interested 
parties through the LDF news letter.  

Throughout the consultation period, people were invited to submit comments online or in writing 
to ensure representations could be registered and duly considered by the Council.  

 

Consultation Responses  

A total of 48 representations were received regarding the AAP and these can be viewed on the 
consultation portal: http://plymouth.limehouse.co.uk/portal/  

The table below provides a summary of the general nature of the comments that were received in 
relation to the draft Pre-Submission document: 

 

Type of comment Number received Percentage of total 
received 

Comments expressing concern 23 48% 

Comments expressing support 11 23% 

General comments 14 29% 

Total 48 100% 

Table 1: Summary of the nature of representations received during the consultation.  

 

Key Issues Identified  

The following is a list of some of the key issues raised by the representations received. This list is 
not intended to be exhaustive, but it does provide an insight into some recurring themes that the 
Council will seek to address in the Submission Draft Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan.  

District Centre  
With regard to Proposal DS17, questions were raised in relation to the:  

 Precise location of the District Centre within Derriford;  
 Potential impact of the District Centre proposal on the City Centre and local centres 

nearby.  
 Quantum and timing of planned growth proposed for the District Centre;  

Transport  
With regard to transport matters, questions were raised in relation to:  

 Existing and the potential for future congestion on roads in and around the Derriford 
area, particularly the A386.  

 The need to improve connectivity between neighbourhoods and provide a solution to 
overcome the severance caused by the A386 to east - west movements and vice versa.  

 



 

 

Plymouth City Airport  
With regard to the airport, the following matters were raised:  

 Speculation over the future role of the airport;  
 Whether this area should be excluded from the AAP, and more appropriately 

considered alongside those areas to the north of the airport;  
 A question over the suitability of the draft airport proposal in light of the recent 

uncertainties that have been publicised by Sutton Harbour Holdings.  

 

Evidence Base  
In terms of the AAPs supporting evidence base, the following points arose: 

 Questions over the long term deliverability of the AAP’s proposals;  
 The need to review the city wide Shopping Centre Study, so that it is fully up to date;  
 The need to have regard to the outcome(s) of the Airport Viability Study;  
 A suggestion that a Landscape Analysis of the Derriford area is carried out.  

 

Next Steps  

The Council is now in the process of considering all of the consultation responses received and 
the AAP will be amended to take into account those comments that can help improve the plan.  

In making any changes to the draft plan, the Council will continue to engage with the relevant key 
stakeholders, local traders and interested persons to ensure broad support for the AAP is 
maintained. The precise process for this further engagement is subject to a number of 
considerations and the timetable for it will be set out in the city’s revised Local Development 
Scheme - to be considered by Cabinet on 12 July 2011.  

Once the Council is satisfied that it has finalised the Derriford and Seaton AAP and its supporting 
evidence base it will be submitted to the Secretary of State for examination by an independent 
Inspector. The Planning Inspector will consider the AAP and decide whether it is soundly based. 
As part of this process the Inspector will organise an Examination in Public so that further 
evidence can be heard in relation to those matters where additional clarification is required.  

 

Further opportunities for involvement  

If you would like to be kept up to date with the preparation and publication of planning policy 
documents, please contact us by emailing ldf@plymouth.gov.uk or telephoning 01752 305477 and 
we will add you to the consultation database. 
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