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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 As part of the Eastern Corridor and City Centre Strategic Cycle Network scheme, we 

recently carried out a public consultation on improvements for pedestrians and cyclists, 

including people with disabilities, along National Cycle Network route 27 and the South 

West Coast Path.  

  

1.2 The proposals are entirely funded from the Heart-of-the-South-West Local Enterprise 

Partnership and developer contributions. 

 

1.3 These proposals follow on from phase 1 improvements that were delivered on Finnigan Road 

and Clovelly Road earlier this year. During the phase 1 consultation, several comments were 

made pointing out that further work was required to address the section of the route on 

Cattedown Road and Neptune Park. The phase 2 proposals address those concerns. 

 

 

2. CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION  
 

2.1 Public consultation formally started on 7 September 2018 and ran for three weeks, ending on 

28 September 2018. 

 

2.2 The consultation included:- 

 85 local businesses and residents in the Coxside area being sent a letter and plans 

setting out the scheme proposals for Cattedown Road and Neptune Park. 

o  A consultation feedback form and freepost envelope were also delivered.  

 A press release and social media publicity to broaden awareness of the consultation. 

 Dedicated scheme webpages 

 An online questionnaire which was uploaded to the Council website and shared with 

stakeholders including Plymouth Cycling Campaign and the Local Access Forum. 

 Engagement with Ward Members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/parkingandtravel/transportplansandprojects/cyclerouteimprovements
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/node/629
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/node/629
http://plymouthnewsroom.co.uk/improvements-continue-popular-cycling-walking-route/
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/parkingandtravel/transportplansandprojects/cyclerouteimprovements/barbicanlairarailbridge
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3.0  SUMMARY OF REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED AND OUR RESPONSE: 
 

3.1 Representations about the scheme as part of this consultation were received by the 

following means:  

 

 28 individuals and businesses completed the online questionnaire 

 3 individuals and businesses completed the survey form  

 9 individuals and businesses sent emails 

 

3.2 Table One summarises the consultation feedback. Detailed feedback is included in the rest 

of this section. Public feedback is shown in blue. The Council’s response is shown in black. 

All feedback is very much appreciated. 

 

Table One: Response to the entire scheme 

General view of scheme Support Support with 

amendments 

Oppose No clear view 

expressed 

Do you support the scheme as a 
package of measures that will 
encourage walking and cycling, 
and provide improvements for 
people with disabilities? 

23 (58%) 9 (22%) 8 (20%) 0 (0%) 

 

3.3 COMMENTS ENTIRELY SUPPORTING THE PROPOSALS 
 
3.3.1 Twelve individuals and Plymouth Cycling Campaign submitted comments which entirely 

supported the proposals, these comments are recorded below:- 

 

 “The Plymouth cycling campaign supports the plans for this section of the Barbican to Laira bridge 

walking and cycling route. It will make cycling and walking through Cattedown safer and more 

enjoyable and, when the lock gates bridge is repaired complete the missing gap on NCN 27.” 

 “Wholeheartedly support these. I cycle through this area frequently on way to and from work. Whilst I 
have never had an incident here, anything that makes it more open and safer to encourage more 

cycling is a good thing.” 

 “I regularly cycle this route and I think that the proposed enhancements are a considerable 

improvement.” 

 “No [further comments] just that it is much needed.”  

 “I fully support the current proposals regarding cycling between the Barbican and Laira Rail Bridge.” 

 “This will avoid the difficult (for less experienced cyclists) crossing from the off-road cycle path on 

Finnigan Road, over the roundabout and down Maxwell Road.” 

 “As a regular cyclist in Plymouth I welcome the proposals. I think it is essential to provide safer routing 
for cyclists’, pedestrians and include people with disabilities this includes entrance and egress points to 

cycle tracks that allow for specially adapted cycles such has hand cycles and tri-cycles.” 

 “It all looks fine to me...I hope it all goes ahead.” 

 “It's great to see better thought out, safer cycling infrastructure being planned.”  

 “This should be rolled out all over the city.” 

 “Any initiative to improve facilities and support people of all abilities to walk and cycle throughout the 

city more safely is important to the health and wellbeing of all.” 
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 “I am delighted that you plan to upgrade cycling infrastructure between the Barbican and Laira Bridge. 
It is excellent that this will mean better access for those using wheelchairs too. We need more of 

both.” 

 “I…wish to express my strong support for these proposals..[which] will result in a much safer and 

pleasanter experience than is currently possible, so will play a significant part in encouraging people to 

walk and cycle more, …the improvements will reflect well on Plymouth as a waterfront destination 

and enhance its standing as Britain's Ocean City.” 

 “Looks like a good scheme, just needs to be very well signed.” 

 “Riding these roads regularly, I am happy with the proposed ideas.” 

 

3.4 COMMENTS ENTIRELY REJECTING THE PROPOSALS 
 

3.4.1 Four individuals submitted comments entirely rejecting the proposals. These are recorded 

below:- 

 

 “NOBODY AT ALL will use the cycle lanes, stop wasting our money…Cycling will not change the 

atrocious traffic problems you have caused in the city.”  

  “Excessive waste of public funds. Less than 1% commute by push bike. Very unattractive walk. 
Restrictive to road transport. Disjointed design. Having to cross the road. Increase the road width and 

add a cycle lane.”  

 “As usual for PCC it makes no sense….start again with a new design.”  

 “Whilst I applaud the intention quite frankly the proposed scheme seems to be a monumental waste 

of money by putting in a bike path that is not needed.” 

 
3.4.2 The scheme, which will benefit both pedestrians and cyclists, including people with 

disabilities, is entirely funded through a successful funding bid to the Local Transport Board 

of the Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership and developer contributions, 

not Plymouth City Council funds. 

 

3.4.3 It is estimated that around 4% of journeys to work are cycled in Plymouth and 15% of 

journeys to work are walked.1  

 

3.4.4 Evidence indicates that walking and cycling improvement schemes represent excellent value 

for money. This is largely because of the major health benefits achieved from giving people 

the opportunity to walk and cycle more safely. Physical inactivity is estimated to cost the 

Plymouth economy at least £4.1million per annum2 whilst the Chief Medical Officer has 

specifically identified walking and cycling as being easy ways to exercise for many people. 

These significant health benefits help lead to a benefit cost ratio of around 20 to 1 for 

investment in walking and cycling. This means that for every pound spent, £20 of benefit is 

achieved for the economy. It is also worth noting that investment in walking and cycling 

schemes tends to be less expensive than other types of transport investment. 

 

3.4.5 Most commuting trips in Plymouth are less than 3 miles, highlighting the potential for people 

to walk and cycle to work.3 Department for Transport (DfT) figures indicate an increase in 

cycle trips and distance travelled of at least 56% in Plymouth (from 2009 to 2016) with much 

more significant increases on routes where we have targeted investment. By encouraging 

short journeys to be made by foot or by bike rather than by car, damage to the road surface, 

congestion, physical inactivity, carbon emissions and the serious health consequences of local 

                                            
1 2011 census figures adjusted to reflect the increase in cycling in Plymouth recorded by the DfT 
2 Physical Activity Needs Assessment for Plymouth 2015-18 
3 Local Transport Plan, April 2011 
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air pollution can be reduced. We are confident that this scheme will encourage more walking 

and cycling trips. 

 

3.4.6 More information about the benefits of cycling is available here www.plymouth.gov.uk/cycling   

 

3.4.7 If the scheme is approved, we will be offering businesses in the area free access to our 
Plymotion service to help further encourage an increase in walking, cycling and public 

transport use as a result of the proposals. 

 

3.5 COMMENTS REGARDING THE REDUCTION OF AVAILABLE 

PARKING ON CATTEDOWN ROAD AND DISRUPTION DURING THE 

WORKS 
 

3.5.1 RBP Vehicle Solutions expressed concern about the reduction in parking outside their 

business entrance which would reduce the available parking for staff.   

 

3.5.2 Pressure Lines Hose and Hydraulics Ltd based in Passage House suggested that the following 

issues would affect the ongoing viability of the business: 

 

 “During the 6 months in which these works will take place, access to this area will be very limited and, 

as with the recent South West Water works on Maxwell Road, I fear that this will have a huge 

negative impact on counter trade, due to lack of access and parking….” 

 “We currently employ 5 members of staff, including myself, that are currently able to park their 

vehicles on the road as are our customers. With the amount of people employed in this area by large 

companies such as Cattedown Wharves and Interfish, these twelve [proposed] parking areas will 

never have spaces available.” 

 

3.5.3 Greenergy support the proposals in principle but asked that the traffic management plans 

during the works consider the 50 to 60 daily HGV movements to and from their depot. 

 

3.5.4 On the other hand, one respondent specifically identified the importance of parking 

restrictions to keep cycle facilities clear of parked vehicles. 

 

3.5.5 The works on Cattedown Road are expected to take around twelve weeks, not six months. 

The works on Maxwell Road by South West Water included a complete road closure. We 

are not proposing any road closures during these works but instead traffic will be managed 

through temporary traffic lights. Our contractor, SWH, will liaise with businesses before and 

during construction to minimise the impact of the works, a proportion of which will be 

necessary maintenance. 

 

3.5.6 Due to the road geometry and HGV movements in this area, the current road corridor does 

not allow for on street parking in the vicinity of Passage House which is why vehicles can 
regularly be observed parking on the existing footway as is shown in the Google image 

below.  Parking restrictions are needed to help maintain a clear footway, to ensure access is 

provided for pedestrians and cyclists, including people with disabilities. We recognise that the 

plans will increase the pressure on parking in the area at certain times, and these proposals 

therefore include the creation of two additional spaces to reduce the overall loss of parking.  

 

http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/cycling
www.plymouth.gov.uk/plymotion
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Figure 1 image of cars parking on the existing footway 

 

3.5.7 Our data indicates that there are approximately 250 employees of the businesses along 

Cattedown Road. Employees in the wider area would also benefit from the proposed 

improvements. If the proposed improvements are implemented, we would expect a higher 

proportion of staff in the area to cycle to work. A relatively small proportion of employees 
coming to work without a car would offset the proposed loss of parking. To help give 

employees the skills and confidence to cycle to work, we are offering our Plymotion service 

to local businesses which offers free personalised travel planning advice to suit the individual 

and their particular journeys. Also on offer is free cycle training and a free service to help get 

old bikes back up and running. To find out more please visit www.plymouth.gov.uk/plymotion  

 

3.6 COMMENTS REGARDING THE OFF-ROAD WALKING AND CYCLING 

FACILITY ALONG CATTEDOWN ROAD 
 
3.6.1 As noted previously, 23 individuals entirely supported the proposals which includes the off-

road facility for cyclists and pedestrians on the North side of Cattedown Road. However, 

Cattedown Wharves managing director made the following comment on behalf of employees 

and third party haulage companies “Widening the pavement of the northern side of Cattedown 

Road will cause issues for HGV vehicles entering and leaving Cattedown Wharves. HGVs will be 

forced to mount the cycle/pathway in order to turn thus creating increased H&S issues to the path 

users. Narrowing the road will also increase the risk of accidents. This will almost make the road a 

single carriageway. With a huge amount of HGVs carrying hazardous and flammable products from 

the Greenergy site travelling along Cattedown Road, the impact of any collision has the ability to be 

catastrophic.” 

 
3.6.2 Pressure Lines Hose and Hydraulics commented “The large businesses in this area, i.e. 

Cattedown Wharves, Interfish and Greenergy, currently generate a very large amount of HGV traffic. 

Currently the width of the road is barely suitable for this flow of traffic. HGV vehicles constantly have 

to brake suddenly whilst negotiating the bends outside of our depot when met with another HGV 

vehicle coming the other way. We have already had to replace a manhole where the lorries have to 

mount the kerb to avoid impacting other vehicles. With the proposed narrowing of the road these 

dangers will be heightened.” 

 

3.6.3 A resident also commented that the widening of the footway on the South side of 

Cattedown Road would make it difficult to exit the resident’s private driveway with large 

vehicles and trailers. 

 

http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/plymotion
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3.6.4 It is proposed that the footway is widened by typically 0.5 m to 1 m leaving an available road 

width in excess of 7 m which is more than sufficient width for 2 HGV’s to pass. The 

remaining width proposed is not dissimilar to that currently experienced with vehicles 

parking partially on the footways.  All turning movements have been tracked using vehicle 

tracking software to ensure that all vehicle movements can be made.  Furthermore, the 

additional double yellow lining with the consolidation of parking provision on the South side 
of Cattedown Road outside Cattedown Wharves can be expected to help improve vehicle 

flows. The proposals and the final scheme will be subjected to a full Road Safety Audit. It is 

noted that the majority of the businesses in the area have not objected to the proposals, in 

particular no objections were received from Greenergy and Interfish, businesses which do 

indeed generate significant numbers of HGV trips. 

 

3.6.5 On the other hand, whilst Plymouth Cycling Campaign are supportive of the scheme, the 

group commented that “2.5 m is really too narrow for a two-way shared use path, where 

there will inevitably be vegetation encroachment at some times of the year.” 

 

3.6.6 Four comments were received objecting to the proposal that pedestrians and cyclists share 

the widened footway on Cattedown Road. Three of those comments suggest segregation 

between pedestrians and cyclists, whilst another suggests a speed limit on all cycle paths. One 

respondent describes in detail the anxiety of walking on Embankment Road amongst cyclists 

who assume that they can be heard by pedestrians over the noise of traffic. One comment 

also complained about people cycling on footways. 

 

3.6.7 It is acknowledged that ideally there would be separation between pedestrians and cyclists. 

However, the available width does not permit this. The facility provided here will be 

significantly wider than the existing facility on Embankment Road. The Council has the 

aspiration to substantially improve the walking and cycling route on Embankment Road.  

Nonetheless, it is acknowledged that in some locations this facility is narrower than would be 

ideal and that this may introduce a level of conflict between pedestrians and cyclists. 

However, on balance it is suggested that this conflict is less problematic than the conflict 

between cyclists and motor vehicles, and in particular HGV’s on Cattedown Road. The 

narrowest sections of the path are not bounded by vegetation and therefore vegetation 

encroachment will not be a problem in these locations. 

 

3.6.8 Tactile paving and signs and markings will be used to make all users aware that they need to 

share the path. Whilst reported collision records do not indicate that conflict between 
pedestrians and cyclists is a significant danger, it is acknowledged that fast-moving cyclists can 

intimidate pedestrians. 

 

3.6.9 The Council is working to promote responsible cycling and the Plymouth cycle map includes 

advice on cycling behaviour which specifically mentions not cycling on footways and 

moderating speed in shared use areas. Hard copies are available on request. 

 

3.6.10 Nearly all children in the city take up Bikeability cycle training which encourages them to 

obey road traffic laws and also cycle courteously and considerately around pedestrians. 

Thanks to our successful bid to the DfT’s Access Fund for Sustainable Travel through the 

"Plymotion" programme, we are also able to offer free cycle training to all adults that live or 

work in Plymouth alongside bike maintenance courses and other support to help make sure 

that bikes are roadworthy. 

 

3.6.11 Our casualty records, across the whole city from 1 January 2013 to 20 December 2016 do 

not show any casualties caused to pedestrians on off-road facilities (or footways). Whilst 

there may be some underreporting, to put this issue into context, it is worth bearing in mind 

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/plymouthCycleMap.pdf
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that over the same time period in Plymouth there were a total of more than 3000 injury 

collisions involving motor vehicles, and in 2016 alone 107 pedestrians and 65 cyclists were 

injured in the city.  

  

3.6.12 Two individuals commented that there is generally a lack of ambition and unwillingness to put 

in high quality infrastructure, with one of those individuals commenting specifically “Coming 
down the steep slope from the Barbican end of Victoria Wharf you could easily be travelling 

at a reasonable speed on your bike. Now you will have to slow down and make a sharp 

change of direction to get onto this path across a junction.” 

 

3.6.13 Faster more confident cyclists can choose to stay on the road, indeed that may be a better 

option in some instances. The proposed facility is designed to provide an option to cycle 

away from traffic for less confident cyclists including families. 

 

3.6.14 Two respondents raised the concern that the off-road facility would not be effective because 

of the crossings of the industrial entrances, and one of those respondents also objected to 

the lack of a formal crossing facility on Cattedown Road. Whilst two individuals objected to 

the need for cyclists to cross the road, with another suggesting that the cycle path should be 

continuously on the South side of the road. 

 

3.6.15 The walking and cycling facility will continue across most of the entrances providing a vehicle 

cross-over with a 25mm upstand.  This will improve the continuity of the route for 

pedestrians and cyclists including people with disabilities. A more formal crossing of 

Cattedown Road would require the removal of additional parking spaces which would be of 

concern to local businesses. 

 

3.6.16 The option to put the cycle path on the South side of Cattedown Road from Breakwater Hill 

was investigated but is not feasible because vehicle parking would have to be relocated to the 

north side of the road and even with the footway being removed, this would create visibility 

issues for businesses and pedestrian safety concerns for people alighting from their vehicles 

on to a reduced or removed footway. 

 

 

3.7 COMMENTS ON THE NEPTUNE PARK PROPOSALS 
 

3.7.1 Two individuals specifically commented in support of the Neptune Park proposals, both 

pointing out that this would be a more attractive route. 

 

3.7.2 A member of the Local Access Forum supported the proposals through Neptune Park on the 

condition that the route for the South West Coast path is taken to the estuary side of the 

Neptune Park buildings. The respondent pointed out that “a formal adoption using the path 

already in place for walkers would be in accord with a stated objective of both the SWCP and PWW 

of have coastal routes running as close to the waterfront as possible.” 

 

3.7.3 The proposal to take the South West Coast path through Neptune Park along the 

waterfront would have benefits but is not supported by at least one of the landowners and 

therefore cannot be taken forward as part of these proposals.  
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 “Why does it need to go through Neptune Park? Cyclists usually want a level'ish route and one that is 
fairly direct. This is neither. What about a route along Grenville Road?”  

 Another individual commented “My only criticism is that as a commuting route this goes a very long 

way round, regular commuters will not use it. It is great as part of a package, but no substitute for 

improving key routes such as Embankment Road, Exeter Street and the city centre.” 

 

3.7.4 The route through Neptune Park is not longer than the alternative route along Maxwell Road 

and is almost entirely level. The Neptune Park route is considered more interesting and 

more attractive than the alternative on Maxwell Road. 

 

3.7.5 The aspiration to deliver a more direct route along the railway alignment to Friary Park in 

the vicinity of Grenville Road remains. This does however require approval from Network 

Rail which is something that we are exploring. This proposal as well as Embankment Road, 

Exeter Street and the city centre, is shown on the draft aspirational strategic cycle network 

 

3.7.6 It is acknowledged that the route proposed in this consultation may not be chosen by 

confident cyclists wishing to complete their journey as quickly as possible between Plymstock 

and the city centre for example, however the route serves this important industrial area and 

is already used by commuter cyclists. It is suggested that a proportion of those that use the 

route for leisure, may ultimately become commuting cyclists as their confidence grows. 

 

3.8 OTHER COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSALS 
 

3.8.1 Two respondents on behalf of RPB Vehicle Solutions objected to the proposals on the basis 

of safety concerns around levels of HGV traffic with one stating that in the evenings it was “a 

car race around Cattedown Road, dangerous for cyclists due to all the fuel tankers and HGV lorries 

that queue to get into Cattedown Wharf itself. Accident waiting to happen”. Pressure Lines Hose 

and Hydraulics expressed similar concerns for families cycling in particular.  

 

3.8.2 It is appreciated that there are significant numbers of HGV vehicles using this industrial area. 

This is part of the reason why it is considered necessary to provide a safer off-road route for 

cyclists along with improvements for pedestrians. Cattedown Road is already part of the 

National Cycle Network 27 and the South West Coast Path. The proposals and the final 
scheme will be subjected to a full Road Safety Audit. 

 

3.8.3 Cattedown Wharves suggested that the old railway alignment and tunnel be converted into a 

cycleway, on the other hand, another respondent emphasised that we need to repair existing 

footways and potholes [rather than constructing new infrastructure]. 

 

3.8.4 The option along the railway alignment is not proposed here because it is expected that 

there would be significant ecological issues with developing this route. In addition, the 

required land is not in Plymouth City Council ownership. Another disadvantage of this option 

is that investing in the railway alignment would mean that there would not be funding 

available to address some of the maintenance issues identified on Cattedown Road. Finally, 

the railway alignment option would not provide direct off road cycle access to several 

businesses along Cattedown Road. 

 

3.8.5 Plymouth Cycling Campaign and one individual suggested that the speed limit on Cattedown 

Road is reduced to 20 mph. The individual also suggested that the road be narrowed to 

encourage compliance, with vehicles having to give way to opposing vehicles. 

 

3.8.6 A 20 mph speed limit would be likely to require traffic calming to enforce the speed 

reduction and these physical measures could affect HGV movements in this environment. It is 

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/draftstrategiccyclenetworkmap.pdf
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likely that such proposals would also attract objections from local businesses, particularly 

those that generate significant volumes of HGV traffic.  

 

The suggested reduction in width of the road would be impractical due to the swept paths of 

the HGV’s using each of the businesses and the current proposals therefore represent a 

compromise between the competing uses of this important industrial area. 

 

3.8.7 RPB Vehicle Solutions commented “I agree to replace the damaged granite kerbs [and] minor 

things like the old telephone box…To make the coastal path smarter than it was.” 

 

3.8.8  One individual commented “make sure we get some funding from the private sector for this plus a 

contribution from central government.” 

 

3.8.9 The proposals are entirely funded from the Heart-of-the-South-West Local Enterprise 

Partnership and developer contributions. 

 

3.8.10 One individual commented that “dropped kerbs must be a high priority for wheelchair users. 

Gutter style bicycle ramps should be put in on road crossing bridges to prevent cyclists carrying their 

bikes and enable them to wheel them up the stairs as they can in London etc.” Another individual 

specifically asked for clarification as to whether dropped kerbs were included as part of the 

Neptune Park proposals. 

 

3.8.11 The scheme includes dropped kerbs throughout and vehicle crossovers are provided at 

several entrances so that the footway/cycleway is flush along the route. It is agreed that 

bicycle wheeling gutters are a very useful addition to any steps. These have been 

implemented in at least three locations in recent years.  

 

3.8.12 One individual commented “Helpful if signs are on road/path as well as signposts…Signage seems 

randomly positioned and not always present especially at junctions.” 

 

3.8.13 Signage will be included in the scheme with cycle symbols on the tarmac where needed to 

help wayfinding. 

 

3.8.14 “Breakwater Hill has been being deliberately sabotaged for a number of years with broken glass and 

rocks being deliberately left…. This necessary link needs to be sorted out in order for the proposed 

improvements to be part of a unified route.” 
 

3.8.15 New LED street lighting was installed on Breakwater Hill as part of the phase 1 

improvements. This appears to have helped deter fly tipping, and acts of “sabotage”. The 

route can now be considered safer thanks to these improvements. 

 

3.8.16 “The access at Breakwater Hill needs sorting…The last time I cycled through there I had to 

physically lift my bike over parked vehicles to get through.”  “Moving the existing cycle path on 

Finnigan Road from the west side to the east side. The existing path is overgrown, has sharp bends, 

numerous "yields", and is on the wrong side to link up with the Embankment and Laira Bridge.” A 

second individual referred to the lack of provision to the West of Breakwater Hill. 
 

3.8.17 Phase 1 Barbican to Laira Rail Bridge improvements and previous works have addressed all of 

the issues described above. 

 

3.9 COMMENTS ON WIDER WALKING AND CYCLING ISSUES 
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 “Any initiative to improve facilities and support people of all abilities to walk and cycle throughout the 
city more safely is important to the health and wellbeing of all.” 

 “Hope that there will be a similar scheme to link to the station.” 

 “There needs to be more cycle paths in the city.” 
 

3.9.1 One respondent complained that there is no safe way out of Hooe on a bicycle for less 

confident cyclists and children because of the hills and mud of Radford Park proposing that 

the construction of a walking and cycling bridge over Hooe Lake would solve this. The same 

respondent also questioned the usefulness of Laira Rail Bridge. 

 

3.9.2 The longer-term aspirations for the walking and cycling network in the city is summarised in 

the draft aspirational strategic cycle network. The draft Plymouth and South West Devon 

Joint Local Plan identifies that the station regeneration proposals should provide for 

pedestrian and cycle links to Central park. 
 

3.9.3 A bridge over Hooe Lake is identified on the draft aspirational strategic cycle network that 

has been developed as part of the development of the evidence base for the Plymouth and 

South West Devon Joint Local Plan. However, the proposal is expected to be particularly 

challenging to deliver and there is no funding currently allocated to this. 

 

3.9.4 Laira Rail Bridge was fully opened in October 2015. Data collected between May and 

October 2016 showed a daily average of 425 walking and cycling trips across the bridge. We 

expect this level of use to increase substantially as new residents move into the Saltram 

Meadow development, and as the route is extended along the railway alignment to provide a 

more direct route which is able to serve greater numbers. 

 

3.9.5 Two individuals referred to the ongoing closure of the Sutton Harbour lock bridge. 

 

3.9.6 Under an agreement dating back to 1998, the management and maintenance responsibilities 

for the lock gates and the footbridge are shared between the Environment Agency and 

Sutton Harbour Holdings plc. 
  

3.9.7 The Council has succeeded in working with these partners to deliver a temporary partial 

solution to the problem, and continues to work with these partners to have the longer term 

solution in place as soon as possible. Further details are available here. 

 

4. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

4.1 The overall proposals, and each individual element of the proposals, have been well received 

by the majority of respondents. 

 

4.2 After careful consideration, subject to statutory consultation on the parking restrictions, it is 

recommended that all of the major elements of the scheme are taken forward. 

 

4.3 If the scheme is approved, the Plymotion at your workplace service will be offered to local 

businesses and their employees to help encourage the use of the new facilities and reduce 

pressure on parking in the area. 

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/draftstrategiccyclenetworkmap.pdf
http://plymouthnewsroom.co.uk/temporary-bridge-across-sutton-harbour-open-next-month/

