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Summary Sheet 

 
Site Name:  Budshead Wood 
Area:   14.6 Hectares 
 
Vision Statement:  
Budshead Wood will be managed as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR).  The extent of 
woodland and scrub within the Reserve will be maintained, and the quality enhanced; 
these habitats will support a diverse flora and fauna.  The wetland features on the site 
will be enhanced by improvements in the water quality and access will be managed 
throughout the Reserve to facilitate the quiet enjoyment of the site by the local 
community. 
 
Wildlife and Management Summary: 
Budshead Woods LNR is located in the north of Plymouth, and with the adjacent 
Woodland Wood LNR provides a significant green expanse within the local landscape.  
Budshead Wood is identified as a Planted Ancient Woodland Site (PAWS).  This 
means that the land has had continuous woodland cover since at least 1600 AD but 
the original tree cover has been removed and new species planted, in this case a large 
amount of hornbeam.    The amount of mature hornbeam within the woodland is a 
notable feature and it is mixed with species including beach, oak and sycamore.  It is 
assumed that the hornbeam originates from planting by the old Budshead Estate.   
 
The Reserve supports a variety of animal and plant species including 140 floral 
species.  The woodland has limited management intervention with dead wood retained 
in situ unless it would cause a safety concern.  All main rides and footpaths are 
managed to ensure attractive routes are maintained.  
 
The table below gives a brief overview of the wildlife and habitats present at Budshead 
Wood LNR. 
 
Species and 
Habitats 

National status  UK BAP South West 
BAP 

Devon BAP 

Bluebell  WCA Schedule 8    
Common Toad WCA Schedule 5 

(S) 
Yes   

Sharrowhawk 
Chiff Chaff 
Black Cap 

WCA     

Urban Habitats 
(Woodland 
remnants) 

  Yes  

 
Table 1 – Species found within Budshead Wood LNR and their legal and 
conservation status. (Stevens, 1996) 
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1.  Site Details 
 
Site Name:   Budshead Wood Local Nature Reserve 
 
Ownership :   Freehold owned by Plymouth City Council. 
 
Area:    14.6 Hectares 
 
Grid Reference:  SX461598 
 
Legal Status:  Local Nature Reserve.  
 
Bylaws: The site is protected by a number of bylaws these 

are detailed in the formal documentation held by the 
Council. 

 
Access: Numerous non-designated footpaths cross the site, 

the paths link into those within Woodland Wood 
LNR which is adjacent to the site.  Map 1 details all 
of the rides and paths that are maintained within the 
LNR. 

 
Transport Links: The reserve is accessible using public transport, 

City Bus numbers 47 and 47a stop on Budshead 
road near the Reserve. 
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2.  Site Description 
 
Budshead Wood LNR provides a significant contribution to the woodland 
resource of the area and with the adjacent Woodland Wood LNR provides an 
extensive green corridor through the surrounding community.  The Reserve is 
situated on the southern side of a long narrow valley at the head of Budshead 
Creek; steep slopes are common above the creek and running around the 
tributary valley north of Budshead Road.  The Reserves is underlain by the 
upper Devonian slate formation which comprises highly cleared grey slates 
which outcrop locally on valley side and in stream beds.  
 
The site is identified as ancient woodland which means that the land has had 
continuous woodland cover since at least 1600 AD; it is however classed as 
‘ancient replanted woodland’.  This description is given to ancient woodland 
sites where the original native tree cover has been felled and replaced by 
planting, usually this century.  In this case Hornbeam was planted probably by 
the old Budshead Estate.  At the western end of the site there is a wetland area 
where the spring emerges; surrounding this is an extensive area of scrub, 
which includes bracken, bramble, hawthorn, and occasional small trees. 
 
The valley bottom in the east of the site is a mixed scrub and ruderal 
community which experiences seasonal water logging.  Also in the east of the 
site is a small pond where stream water is dammed against an earth bank 
which carries the footpath.    
 
140 floral species have been recorded on the site.  Notably there are numerous 
records of bluebell and a number of ancient woodland indicator plants including 
wood anemone and ramsons (wild garlic).   
 
Thirteen bird species have been recorded on the Reserve, although this figure 
is likely to significantly under represent the number of species using the site.  It 
is highly likely that a variety of common resident and migratory bird species 
nest within the scrub and woodland cover across the site.  A number of 
invertebrate species have been identified within the Reserve and toads have 
been recorded breeding in the pond.  
 
Budshead Wood LNR is owned by Plymouth City Council (PCC) and was 
designated as a Local Nature Reserve on the 30th October 1990.  The site is 
currently managed by PCC Park Services with advice from the PCC Nature 
Conservation Officer.   
 
The woodland is managed with limited intervention, apart from some tree 
thinning that took place in the early and mid 1990s, the woodland is generally 
left to develop and regenerate naturally with fallen and dead trees retained in 
situ unless they would cause a safety issue.  Multi-stemmed trees indicate that 
coppicing has been used as a form of management on the site in the past.  The 
main rides and walks are regularly cleared of vegetation to maintain an open 
and attractive route through the Reserve. 
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3.  Site Interest Features  
 
3.1 Woodland 
 
Budshead Wood comprises a mixture of hornbeam, beech and oak, with 
scattered sycamore.  There are also a number of silver birch, gean (wild cherry) 
and sweet chestnut trees within the canopy.  Under the woodland canopy is a 
patchy shrub layer containing holly 
and hazel; bramble is abundant in 
a number of places.   
 
Where beech and hornbeam are 
dominant in the canopy the 
woodland floor is characteristically 
bare. However, on the south facing 
margins of the woodland, where 
more light is available; in spring 
bluebell, ransoms and wood 
anemone carpet the floor.  The 
woodland contains a healthy 
volume of regeneration, particularly 
beech, apart from under the dense 
hornbeam/beech canopy in the centre of the woodland. 

 
The southern section of the 
woodland contains areas of 
abandoned hornbeam, oak and 
hazel coppice.  This gives an 
insight into the past management 
regimes utilised within the 
woodland. 
 
There are a number of 
abandoned enclosures situated 
within the southern section of the 
Reserve.  These are shown as 
fields on OS maps dated 1946-
51.   

 
The Sites and Monuments Record for Plymouth details that these areas within 
the woodland were used to store aircraft and tank sections during World War II.   
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3.2  Scrub 
 
At the head of the creek in the east of the site is a mixed scrub and ruderal 
community.  Bramble and stinging nettle are prevalent with scattered alder, 
willow and hazel.  This part of the site also includes an area of abandoned 
sludge beds.   
 
The south-western corner 
of the Reserve, at the 
tributary head, consists 
mainly of bramble and 
bracken with hawthorn 
and blackthorn bushes.  At 
the interface with the 
woodland dense 
blackthorn scrub occurs 
with scattered small trees 
including ash and 
sycamore. 
 
3.3  Wetland Features 
 
The creek runs alongside the north eastern boundary of the Reserve with 
excellent views from the lower footpath.  The stream that runs through 
Woodland Wood LNR joins the creek in the eastern corner of the Reserve.  The 
other tributary that flows into the creek begins at a seepage zone at the valley 
head in the south west corner of the site from where the stream issues.  There 
are also lateral flushes along the stream course. 
 
Previous surveys recorded a number of wetland species where the stream 
issues including yellow flag, soft rush and hemlock water dropwort.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the eastern corner of the site is an ephemeral pond which is formed by the 
stream water being dammed against an earth bank which carries the footpath. 
Trees including alder and ash grow on the marginal banks but there is a lack of 
aquatic vegetation.  
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3.4  Community Access and Involvement. 
 
 The Reserve is an attractive place to walk and spot wildlife and these activities 
are encouraged.  There is a surfaced main ride that runs through the Reserve, 
and a number of paths that provide links to the main ride and circular walking 
options.  This network of paths includes old sunken lanes that have been used 
as access routes by generations of people.  All of the paths within the Reserve 
are detailed on map 1. 
 
The access routes are a mix of wide open rides and more informal paths.  
These paths are cleared to maintain open paths and rides which ensure an 
enjoyable experience for the walker and also benefits wildlife. 
 
At present there is very little direct community involvement with the 
maintenance of the site, but there is a strong commitment by the council to 
ensure a greater community involvement in the future.  The site is actively used 
for informal recreation by the local people. 
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3.5 Status and Threats to the Sites Interest Features 
Interest Feature Status  Reason for Status Threats to Interest Features 
Woodland Moderate The woodland contains a large amount of 

even-aged hornbeam and beech.  Although 
there is good regeneration in certain areas of 
the woodland, thinning involving the removal 
of single trees or small groups maybe 
required to encourage a more varied 
structure.  There is some pressure on the 
woodland caused by trampling.  

Inappropriate use of the site, 
vandalism/destruction of the trees.  
Trampling and compaction of the soil 
around the roots of trees. 
Non-native species. 
Lack of management 

Scrub Good There are large areas of scrub developing in 
the southwestern part of the Reserve which 
has a varied structure.   

Inappropriate / lack of management.  
Inappropriate use of the site 

Wetland 
Features 

Poor The water quality on the Reserves is currently 
poor and needs addressing.  There are 
numerous road drains which seem to 
discharge directly into the Reserve.  There is 
also an issue of dumping within the streams. 

Water quality. 
Inappropriate use of the site. 

Community 
Access 

Declining Paths and rides are regularly cleared.  
However some of the paths require 
improvements to the surfaces.  A number of 
bridges within the Reserve need to be 
replaced / repaired. 

Inappropriate use of the site.   
Lack of maintenance. 

Site 
Infrastructure 
and 
Administration 

Moderate The sites infrastructure was installed when 
the Reserve was designated in 1990, 
therefore some of the paths and interpretation 
need updating. 

N/A 

 
Table 2 - Status and Threats to the Sites Interest Features 
The operational objectives for the site have been designed with the aim of improving all of the interest features to a status of 
at least ‘good’ and to reduce the threats to the interest features.



4.  Operational Objectives and Management Rationale 
4.1 – WOODLANDS 
 
Objective To maintain the current extent, and enhance the structural 

diversity within the woodland.   
Target: A good structural and species diversity of canopy, shrub and 

ground flora species, with areas of deadwood.  Creating new 
openings within the canopy to allow regeneration.    

 
4.1.1 – Rationale and Management 
 
The woodland is currently in a moderate condition, there is a good species mix 
and areas of dead wood, however there are a lot of even aged specimens and 
there are some areas which are suffering from trampling pressure within the 
central portion of the site.   
 
To improve the woodland quality to achieve a ‘good’ condition status the 
current management practice of minimal intervention within the woodland will 
have to be slightly altered.  Areas within the east of the site have good levels of 
regeneration, however in the middle proportion of the woodland very little 
regeneration is taking place.  To encourage additional regeneration within the 
central portion of the woodland some tree thinning work will be undertaken, this 
is listed as improvement project WI.1 in table 3.  This will involve intermittently 
removing a single tree or small group to help vary the structure of the woodland 
and allow regeneration under areas of dense canopy.  The woodland will be 
assessed before thinning work is undertaken, if it is determined that sufficient 
openings have been naturally achieved (i.e. fallen trees) then no work will be 
undertaken. 
 
Improvements in the definition of the footpath routes within the site will also be 
required to allow the woodland to reach a ‘good’ status, this project is listed as 
improvement project WI.2 in table 3.  In the central portion of the woodland 
there are no clearly marked footpaths which have resulted in people walking 
over a large area of the site and causing compaction around the roots.  Access 
improvements will involve defining routes in this part of the site to encourage 
people to use set paths and reduce the trampling pressure.   
 
Existing management practises that encourage diversity will be continued as 
they help meet the woodland targets.  The paths that provide public access 
through the northern parts of the woodland will continue to be kept clear as light 
penetrates more readily at these points and encourages a more diverse ground 
flora.  The current management practice of retaining areas of standing and 
fallen deadwood throughout the woodland, except where it will cause a health 
and safety hazard will also be continued as it provides a valuable habitat for 
woodland organisms and adds to the diversity of the woodland habitat. 
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The additional works proposed including the incorporation of a thinning regime 
to encourage regeneration and improving the footpath routes to prevent 
trampling should ensure that the woodland improves to a ‘good’ condition 
status. 
 
The areas that will be subject to occasional thinning of single trees or small 
groups, and the redefined footpath areas to limit trampling of tree roots is 
detailed on Map 4 – ‘Improvements Plan’.   
 
4.1.2 - Monitoring  
 
Woodland monitoring will be conducted annually between April and June using 
the woodland monitoring form. 
   
 
4.2 - SCRUB  
 
Objective To slightly increase the extent and maintain the diversity of the 

scrub areas.  
Target: To maintain the current area and quality of scrub at the south 

western corner of the site and around the margins of the 
woodlands.  Cease mowing an area currently managed as 
amenity grassland and allow scrub to naturally colonise this 
area.   

 
4.2.1 – Rationale and Management 
 
The areas of scrub within the Reserve are assessed as being in good condition 
and are an important habitat for invertebrates, birds and small mammals, 
particularly at the woodland grassland interface.  The current distribution of 
scrub within the Reserve is shown on Map 2.  The current management 
practices will be continued as they are meeting the objectives for this habitat 
type.   
   
The current management practice of maintaining open access routes in the 
southwest corner of the site will be continued as this practice also helps to 
maintain a varied structure within the scrub by reducing the scrub down to 
ground layer along the pathways.  The remaining areas of scrub will be allowed 
to continue to naturally develop.   
 
The scrub extent will be increased slightly through the cessation of mowing on 
a small area of land at the west of the site which is currently managed as 
amenity grassland.  This practice does not enhance the wildlife value of the 
Reserve and this operation will therefore cease.  It is anticipated that this area 
will rapidly develop into a mixed scrub area similar to the surrounding habitat.  
This task is listed as improvement project SI.1 on table 3 and on map 4. 
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The management practice of clearing access routes and ceasing the mowing of 
an area of grassland will ensure that the targets for this habitat will be met.   
 
4.2.2 - Monitoring  
 
Monitoring of the access works should ensure that a varied scrub structure is 
maintained. 
 
 
4.3 – Wetland Features 
 
Objective To improve the water quality of the water bodies within the 

Reserve. 
Target: Investigate the source of the drains and prevent any further 

discharge into the Reserve, this will improve the water quality 
and result in an improved wildlife value of the wetland areas.  

 
4.3.1 – Rationale and Management 
 
The wetland features are currently classed as being in poor condition due to 
the quality of the water that feeds into them.  A number of drains discharge into 
the Reserve along the footpath that runs parallel with Budshead road.  This 
then flows into the small watercourse that eventually joins the creek and 
negatively impacts upon the water quality of these features.   
 
At this stage the source of the drainage discharge is unclear, and this requires 
investigation.  Improvement project WETI.1 detailed in table 3 and map 4 will 
be developed to improve the water quality.  If the source of the discharge can 
be identified and stopped the water quality will increase rapidly.  This will also 
encourage a more diverse flora and fauna community to develop in the wetland 
areas. 
 
To increase the wetlands status to good the issues around water quality will 
have to be resolved.  The Council will work with a number of external 
organisations to determine the source of the discharges and ensure that these 
sources are prevented from continuing to discharge into the Reserve.  Once 
this process is complete the wetlands status will improve.  
 
 
4.4 – COMMUNITY ACCESS 
 
Objective Encourage community use and enjoyment of the Reserve. 
Target: Provide the community with the opportunity to undertake quiet 

recreational activities and enjoy the wildlife without causing 
conflict with the nature conservation objectives of the Reserve. 
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4.4.1 – Rationale and Management 
 
Community Access into the Reserve is currently assessed as declining in 
quality.  The paths and rides are regularly checked and cleared of encroaching 
vegetation, and trees that have fallen across paths are removed but it has been 
a number of years since an assessment of required improvements has been 
conducted.  An initial assessment has highlighted that drainage along the 
sunken lane at the south of the reserve requires improvements to prevent the 
path from being eroded during flood events, some path require surface 
improvements, and a number of bridges need repairing.  Improving the 
appearance of the entrances to make them more welcoming will also be 
required to encourage more public use.  Improving the appearance of site 
entrances to make them more welcoming was identified as an important theme 
during the public consultation for the green space strategy.   
 
To improve the quality of community access to good an assessment of 
improvements to the path network will be undertaken, and the actions from this 
assessment will be undertaken.  The entrances will be made more inviting by    
opening up canopy at these locations to allow more light to penetrate.  Once 
these works are complete the status of this feature should improve to good.  To 
ensure that the access routes remain in good condition once the works are 
complete a project is under way to investigate the designation of a number of 
the paths within the Reserve as Public Rights of Way (PRoW).  A project will be 
developed to increase community involvement in the maintenance of the 
Reserve. 
 
4.4.2 – Monitoring 
 
All access routes should be checked on a regular basis and vegetation 
removed as necessary.  An annual survey of the path network and Reserve 
facilities should be conducted using the ‘Access and Infrastructure form’. 
 
 
4.5 – SITE INFRASTRUCTURE AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
Objective To ensure the administration of the site supports the objectives 

of the management plan, and infrastructure is improved to a 
good condition. 

Target: The Reserve’s infrastructure should be improved to good 
condition, and administrative processes support the 
management of the site. 

 
 
4.5.1 - Rationale and Management 
 
Currently the site infrastructure and administration is assessed as being of 
moderate status.  Much of the infrastructure within the Reserve was installed in 
the 1990s and therefore needs updating.  In addition to ensure that the 
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entrances are welcoming to the public a review of the signs at these access 
points needs to be completed.      
 
The effective administration of the site will ensure that all management 
activities are completed successfully which will guarantee that features will be 
moving towards ‘good’ status.  The following procedures should be completed 
annually to ensure this feature reaches a good status;   
 
 

• Site risk assessments should be checked and up dated if required. 
• All monitoring projects should be completed. 
• Notable species sightings should be reported to DBRC. 
• The maintenance monitoring sheet should be completed annually. 
• Any damage to site infrastructure should be repaired as soon as is 

practicable. 
• The management plan should be reviewed every 5 years, with interim 

reviews if required. 
• Survey information should be collated. 

 
Improvements to the sites interpretation and access point signage, in addition 
to completing the administrative tasks for the site will ensure that the status of 
this feature improves from moderate to good.  
 
 
4.6 – SITE IMPROVEMENTS 
 
The objectives and targets for the key interest features of the site will result in 
the development of projects to deliver improvements within the Reserve.  Table 
3 details the projects that will be required to meet the objectives and targets for 
the sites interest features and ensure that they are all improved to a good 
condition status.  The table also includes potential sources of funding to enable 
these projects to be undertaken.  The delivery of improvement projects is 
important but is dependant on outside funding streams becoming available.  
The Council will continue to support the volunteer sector in pursuing funding 
opportunities that will enable improvements to be undertaken within the 
Reserve. 
   
Map 4 details the locations within the site where some of the potential 
improvement projects maybe undertaken.   
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Table 3 – Potential Improvement Projects 
Project Code Project Title Project Content Potential funding Timescale 
WI.1 Woodland thinning Selective thinning will be 

undertaken to encourage 
regeneration in the central portion 
of the woodland. 

England Woodland Grant Scheme? 
Section 106 contribution? 

Dependant on funding 

WI.2 Re-defining footpaths Footpaths within the middle 
portion of the woodland will be 
defined to reduce trampling 
pressure.  

England Woodland Grant Scheme? 
Lottery? 
Section 106 contribution? 

Dependant on funding 

SI.1 Cease Mowing The small grassland area will be 
left to naturally develop into scrub 
habitat 

No funding required Mowing has ceased. 

WETI.1 Improve water quality Investigate sources and stop 
discharges of polluted water into 
the reserve. 

Further investigation required. Dependant on funding 

ACCI. 1 Assessment of 
current path 
condition. 

Conduct assessment of the 
current condition of the path 
network and required 
improvements 

 Currently being 
undertaken  

ACCI. 2 Implement path 
improvements. 

Implementation of the identified 
path improvement requirements. 

England Woodland Grant Scheme? 
Lottery? 
Section 106 contribution? 

Dependant on funding 

ACCI. 3 Entrance 
improvements 

Undertake improvements to the 
access points to make them more 
welcoming. 
 

England Woodland Grant Scheme? 
Lottery? 
Section 106 contribution? 

Dependant on funding 

ACCI.4 PRoW designation. Investigate designation of paths 
as public rights of way. 

Funded through PRoW team. Ongoing 

ACCI.5  Improve community 
involvement 

Increase community involvement 
in the maintenance of the 
Reserve. 

  

AI.1 Update infrastructure Update and provide new signs 
and interpretation. 

England Woodland Grant Scheme? 
Lottery? 
Section 106 contribution? 

Dependant on funding 

AI.2 New entrance signs Provide better signage at the 
entrances to make them more 
welcoming. 

England Woodland Grant Scheme? 
Lottery? 
Section 106 contribution? 

Dependant on funding 
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5.  Management Regime 
 
5.1 – Annual Projects and Ongoing Projects 
 
A management regime is required to ensure that the status of the habitats 
within the Reserve are maintained, some of the management activities such as 
the clearing of paths within the east of the site will also improve the wildlife 
value. Management activities have been designated as either priority 1 or 
priority 2.  All priority 1 activities will be conducted by Park Services and must 
be completed to ensure that the Council meets its statutory requirement of 
maintaining the status of the LNR.  Priority 2 activities will be conducted by 
Plymouth City Council or the volunteer sector, as funding becomes available.   
 
The work detailed under management actions and shown in table 2 and on 
Map 5 are the minimum activities that will be conducted to preserve the 
ecological and recreational value of the Reserve.  The Council will endeavor 
through partnership working with the volunteer sector to conduct more projects 
to enhance the ecological value of the site and encourage better community 
involvement with the management of the site.  The improvements plan (Map 4) 
details some of the ideas for projects to improve the site. 
 
5.2 – Management Prescriptions   
 
W.1 Woodland Monitoring - Monitoring should be undertaken annually 

using the woodland monitoring form.   
 
C.1  Maintain Access Routes - All access routes should be checked on a 

regular basis and vegetation trimmed and trees removed as necessary.   
 
C.2 Monitor Access Routes and Infrastructure – Annual monitoring of the 

access routes and infrastructure should be conducted. 
 
A.1  Administrative Requirements – All administrative duties and 

monitoring should be kept up to date and recorded. 



Project 
Code 

Project Title Period of Work Time of Year Priority  Personnel 

W.1 Woodland Monitoring 
 

Annually April - June 2 Volunteer groups / PCC NCO 

C.1 Maintain Access 
Routes 

As Required As required 1 PCC Park Services 

C.2 Monitor Access and 
Infrastructure 

Annually No specified time 2 Volunteer Groups/ PCC NCO 

A.1 Administrative 
Requirements 
 
1. Site risk 
assessments should be 
checked and up dated if 
required. 
 
2. All monitoring 
projects results should 
be completed and 
collated. 
 
3. Notable species 
sightings/monitoring 
results should be 
reported to DBRC. 
 
4. The maintenance 
monitoring sheet should 
be completed. 
 
5. Any damage to site 
infrastructure should be 
repaired as soon as is 
practicable. 
 
6. The management 
plan should be 
reviewed every 5 years, 
with interim reviews if 
required. 

 
 
 
Annually 
 
 
 
 
Annually 
 
 
 
As required but a least 
annually. 
 
 
Annually 
 
 
 
As required 
 
 
 
Reviews will be 
conducted yearly 

 
 
 
No specified time 
 
 
 
As detailed above 
 
 
 
 
No specified time 
 
 
 
End of the financial year 
 
 
 
No specified time 
 
 
 
End of the financial year 

 
 
 
1 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
1 

 
 
 
Park Services 
 
 
Park Services and Nature 
Conservation Officer (NCO). 
 
 
NCO to ensure monitoring results 
are sent to DBRC.  All staff to 
report notable species sightings. 
 
 
Park Services 
 
 
Park Services 
 
 
 
Nature Conservation Officer in 
consultation with Park Services. 
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Table 4 – Annual Management Works Plan 



6.  Glossary 
 
BAP – Biodiversity Action Plan 
 
LNR – Local Nature Reserve 
 
WCA – Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
Animals and plants are protected under the WCA under the following 
schedules:   

 
Schedule 5 – Protected animals other than birds 
Schedule 8 – Protected plants 

 
Different species are afforded different levels of protected under this act.  The 
letter KIS next to a species name means that the species is only protected from 
Killing, Injury and Sale. 
 
SoCC – Species of Conservation Concern   

Amber List - Amber-list species are those with an unfavourable conservation status 
in Europe; those whose population or range has declined moderately in recent years; 
those whose population has declined historically but made a substantial recent 
recovery; rare breeders; and those with internationally important or localised 
populations. 

Red List  - Red-list species are those that are Globally Threatened according to the 
IUCN criteria; those whose population or range has declined rapidly in recent years; 
and those that have declined historically and not shown a substantial recent recovery. 
 
(The population status of birds regularly found in the UK, Channel Islands and the Isle 
of Man is reviewed every five years to provide an up-to-date assessment of 
conservation priorities. Species are assessed and placed onto one of three lists – red, 
amber or green) 
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