
 

V2  OFFICIAL  

PLAN FOR LIBRARIES 
CALL FOR EVIDENCE

 
 
Plymouth City Council has a statutory duty under the Public Libraries and Museums Act 1964 to provide 'a comprehensive and efficient library service'. There are currently 17 public libraries in Plymouth providing different levels of service, opening hours and staffing. The Plan for Libraries sets out a proposal for the future of the library service which is available to review here. 
This Select Committee review aims to scrutinise the current provision in the city and hear from both members of the public, partner agencies and councillors on the future of libraries in Plymouth. 
 Written Evidence In its first tranche of evidence-gathering, the review wishes to hear from organisations, community groups and members of the public on their views on the future of the Library Service.    Written submissions are sought in word version.  Ideally, they should be no more than five sides of A4 and should be emailed to Scrutiny@plymouth.gov.uk by 26 April 2017.    Submissions responding to the following key points are particularly welcome:   What sort of services should a library service deliver?   To what extent do you agree with the proposals for Library Closures?  Do you have alternative proposals for the provision of the Library Service in Plymouth?   What changes would be most helpful for you as an Individual / Community / Organisation?  On what evidence have you formed your opinion?  
Verbal Evidence 
The Select Committee will be receiving verbal evidence from stakeholders in May at locations in the City.  Those stakeholders who submit calls for evidence could be invited to state their case and submit to questions from the committee.  
Please indicate on your written evidence if you wished to be called as a witness to the committee.  
Ward Councillors will have an opportunity to make put forward comments when the committee meets in the Council House the following week.  
 
Recommendations 
Following the evidence gathering session’s members of the select committee will make recommendations to the Cabinet Member for Culture on the proposals.   The Cabinet member is required to pay due regard to the recommendations from the Committee before making proposals to the City Council who will make the final decision on the future of the Libraries Service.  
 


