
The Meadow café and public toilets
Opened in July 2019, the cafe provides a hub for park users, with the
unique green roof creating a spectacle of wildflowers in summer and a
source of food for wildlife. The cafe is operated by FullyCATERed.

Changes to opening during Covid-19: The cafe is serving takeaway
drinks and food 10am-3pm everyday. They are only serving out of the
hatch and the indoor seating area is closed.  The external toilets are
also open during the day (these are operated by the Council).

Sports and play facilities
The new Football Association standard football pitches by the pitch and
putt course and to the south of the sports hub have been used for the first
time this season by the Devon Junior League. Whilst they will take time to
bed in, we have had really positive feedback from the teams using them.
The pitch and putt cafe and courses are open. The play areas remain
open, as does the skate park.

Central Park Update

Welcome back to the Central Park update, we've got lots of good news to share with you! The park has continued
to provide a valuable space for health and wellbeing during Covid-19 and we thank you for your patience and
understanding when facilities have been closed. If you are visiting the park, please continue to follow current
government guidance on Covid-19 and signage in the park.
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Tennis Courts and Community Sports Hub
4 Lawn Tennis Association standard floodlit tennis courts were
completed in July 2019. The courts are open for use and we've seen
growing numbers of people making use of them. The courts are pay
and play or you can purchase a low cost household membership,
which gives you use of Central Park and West Hoe courts. Visit
www.plymouth.gov.uk/parktennis to find out more.

The Community Sports Hub was completed in March 2020, but has
been closed due to Covid-19. The building offers new changing
rooms, a community hall, kitchen and fenced garden area. We'll be
holding an opening event for the community when it is safe to do so.
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Other improvements
Paths and seating
South West Highways (SWH) have widened and repaired the path along the valley in the woods and the Council's
Street Services team installed new benches close to the path for ease of access. This path is part of Plymouth's
cycle network and improvements are funded by the Department for Transport's Transforming Cities Fund.

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/parksnatureandgreenspaces/findpark/centralpark/sportandleisurecentralpark/parktennisplymouth


This summer SWH will lay a material on two of the steep sections of paths into
the woods that will provide better grip to improve access and improve surfacing
on the path between Holdsworth Street and the Baseball Field. They recently
finished work that will reduce water pooling on the path by the Family Tree
Field.

"Ode to Elm" - Memorial sculpture
This sculpture was commissioned in 2018 and was created by The Woodland
Presents. It's made from Sapporo Autumn Gold elm trees that fell in a storm in
Central Park in 2017. Installed in 2020, the sculpture is a memorial that
celebrates these remarkable trees that resist Dutch elm disease and are homes
for protected white-letter hairstreak butterflies. The sculpture is part of a trail
that leads through the woods and into the gardens near Pounds House, where
it has been installed. Over Christmas 2020 we ran a festive sculpture photo
competition and had a number of fun entries including the picture to the right!

New dog controls
Following a period of public consultation, a new dogs on leads area has been in place in Central Park since
October 2020. This new area extends from the existing dogs on leads area in the central area of the park, up-to
and including the park and ride car park. Also, you can now be fined if you do not carry the means to pick up after
your dog in the city. For more information and a map of dog controls in Central Park visit:
www.plymouth.gov.uk/animalsandpests/dogcontrol

Events
We deliver an event programme in the park and support community and charity led events. Despite Covid-19
events have continued where possible, such as the circus, Connecting Actively to Nature activities and heritage
walks. We supported Mayflower Academy to create an activity trail in the park, which linked to short videos of
people's experiences during Covid and encouraged families to visit the park and people to share their own
experiences.

Community

Sculpture competition entry by J. Gilly

Park management
Street Services have been making sure the park is looking its best throughout Covid-19 and we want to say thank
you for all their hard work. The park looks beautiful year round and we're delighted to say it has retained it's
Green Flag Award status, reflecting the high standard of care and management. Street Services are currently
focused on maintenance, but did find time to put in some new benches by Pounds House.

Engagement
Last October we held our first Central Park Green Minds event to introduce people to technology we plan to use
to gather and present data about the parks environment and wildlife. We were out and about talking to people
about their experiences of the park; it was great to hear your positive stories about the park! Social media has
been another important tool and we've been posting on a regular basis throughout Covid to share news and
stories. Thank you for your photos, comments, shares and likes!

Green Minds
Central Park is part of Plymouth's Green Minds programme, through which we'll be delivering some exciting
nature focused projects in the park over the next couple of years. We've run a number of online Green Minds
events, but there will be activities and events starting in Central Park and elsewhere in the city soon. View the
Central Park events flyer here or visit greenmindsplymouth.com.

Projects in progress

https://thewoodland.co/
https://greenmindsplymouth.com/news-and-events/news/central-park-festive-fun-sculpture-trail-competition
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/animalsandpests/dogcontrol
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/green-minds/CP-flyer-May-Jun-21.pdf?mtime=20210429061141&focal=none
http://www.greenmindsplymouth.com/


Memories Project
We supported Fotonow and the Friends of Central Park Plymouth to collect stories and information about the
history of the park. This has been made into a timeline on their website www.focpp.org.uk/timeline and will be
displayed in the park on a series of information panels. This is part funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Blood memories app
The Mayflower 400 team have been involved in creating an app featuring Central Park. This is part of a project
called Settlement and you can use the app to discover land-based stories about Central Park as well as record
your own ‘Blood Memory’ nature stories. The recordings have been mapped onto areas of the park and you will
need the ECHOES interactive GPS-triggered sound walks app- which is available for download on the app store
and Google play store- to see the map and hear the recordings.  Click here for more information.

Plymouth almanac
Clan-Kind, Settlement's sister project is also producing a Plymouth almanac of images that showcase the
wonderful landscape and heritage of the city across the seasons and is looking for photo submissions.  Click
here if you would like to know more or to find out how to submit photos.

Trees
Over winter, we planted 70 trees in the park with funding from the
Forestry Commission’s Urban Tree Challenge Fund. 20 trees were
planted in the old Zoo Field to form a fruiting orchard for people and
wildlife and a further 50 trees were planted in the fields to the south
of the Baseball pitch. 

We worked with Plymouth Tree Partnership to secure funding for
the Family Tree Field from the Postcode Lottery and Co-op
Community Fund, which has been used to create a new central
area with additional benches and the entrances into the north side
of the field have been remade. Plymouth Tree Partnership have
secured further funding from the Co-op to go towards tree labels, a
new sign, new benches and repairing the Devon hedge banks.

Project at the orchard: tree care and management, meadow
seeding, scrub clearance, putting out reptile tiles
Woodland management: pruning trees and clearing paths
Butterfly, bee and bird counts
Nature based activity days
Dry stone walling
Hedgerow planting
Bird box checks and maintenance

Here's some of the things people have been taking part in:

We'd like to say a big thank you to everyone who has volunteered their
time in Central Park.

Hedge planting, December 2019

Family Tree Field - new central area

For more info and updates visit www.plymouth.gov.uk/centralpark 

or www.facebook.com/CentralParkPlymouth

Plymouth Environmental Action (PEA) continue to lead our programme of events for the community, which
focuses on nature and conservation. All events were postponed during lockdown, we hope to restart them soon.

http://www.focpp.org.uk/timeline
https://www.visitplymouth.co.uk/visitor-information/news/2020/11/17/new-nature-led-blood-memory-app-launches-in-central-park-plymouth-this-winter-as-part-of-mayflower-400-a3740?fbclid=IwAR1-azQTc844SVvMj-l2V5F21Rh3LLtqwon6FV3R6yDufprfKp0b6M9P0XQ
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/news/2020/november/clan-kind-settlements-sister-project-opens-photography-entries-for-plymouth-almanac/?fbclid=IwAR0S_dwBxF1rFV0ktmJd7ULTSae0RVOOFs1yxpETG-_G8eLbxDOPEJCp_Rc
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/centralpark
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/centralpark
https://www.facebook.com/CentralParkPlymouth/

