
Community Sports Hub 
Planning permission for the new Community Sports Hub has been approved.  We expect work to start on the
Community Sports Hub and Café this autumn with an expected 6-9 month build time. 
 
Knolley’s Changing Rooms 
Thanks to a team from the Probation Services, we have tidied up the outside of Knolley’s Changing Rooms, with
a new lick of paint, roof and window repairs in readiness for a South West Baseball Tournament in September. 

Central Park Quarterly Update
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In our last update we reported on the snow and rain, but this summer has been all about sunshine and baking
heat! The weather has been challenging for the improvements programme and the park environment, but we
have been doing our best to work with it. A reminder that all construction zones are closed to the general public
for safety reasons until work is completed. Thank you for your patience.

Skate Park Extension with Parkour 
The skate park was completed in June and we celebrated with
an opening event in July, run in collaboration with Prime. We
had several hundred people in attendance and it was great to
see so many competing and trying out the new facilities. 

Skate, play, paths & more

Refurbished and Extended Play Area 
It is incredibly frustrating that the new play area was closed for the
summer holidays. Due to the dry weather, the grass wouldn't grow on
the newly landscaped areas and we agreed it wasn't safe to open the
park. 

Skate park opening jam - image courtesy of Fotonow

Events Field 
The Events Field is getting a new surface which will improve
drainage and ground conditions. This means there is potential for
holding more events throughout the year. So far the base works have
been completed and work to lay the new surface has started. We
expect the surface to be read to use in early 2019.

Ground conditions in the new play area

Free Family Events 
We ran a programme of free family events during the school holidays to ensure that even whilst the play area
was closed, families could enjoy fun together in the park. Hundreds of people attended the events which included
nature activities, archery, football and fun sports. 
 
Path works 
New surfacing has been laid on the paths through Pounds Park, Gilbert Lane and by the Baseball pitch. We've
also upgraded the shared usage path that joins Alma Road to the main park avenue. SWH (formerly South West
Highways) are currently working in the wooded valley, doing repairs, surfacing and drainage improvements. We
apologise for disruption to park users in this area. 
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We are excited to announce there will be a free
opening event on Saturday 20th October, 10am-1pm.



Sports Plateau 
Ground works for the new sports plateau (rugby, football and cricket) and junior pitch to the south of the bowling
pavilion have started. These works should be completed by end of October. 
 
Trees 
The elms that fell along the main avenue have been taken away to be sculpted and we are looking forward to
seeing the results which will be installed in Pounds Park. We will also be putting in new sculpture benches in the
woods to be more in keeping with this environment. We have also been developing a proposal for a formal
arboretum area in Pounds Park. 

Completed work Apr-Aug: 
The Street Services and Waste team have finished restoring
the Devon Bank by the play area and have been rejuvenating
the shrub beds in Pounds Park. They have worked with
volunteers to plant and weed beds and repair dry stone walls
along Venn Lane. They have also played a key role in caring
for the plants and trees in the park which have been suffering
in the hot weather. Elsewhere they have been improving
safety along the paths and Devon lanes. Installation of the
new allotment gates and fences has also been completed as
well as repairs to the historic piers at the Ford Park entrance. 

Other park wide improvements

Volunteer programme

Scheduled work Sept to Dec: 
Work will continue in the play area to regenerate areas of grass and encourage growth. The team will be involved
in planting plans for the play area and wider park. Around the park, they will continue with repairing dry stone
walls along Venn Lane and Gilbert Lane as well as ongoing management of paths, lanes, shrub and flower beds.

Our next update will be out in late 2018. Keep up with improvements at 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/centralparkimprovements or on Facebook @NaturePlymouth 

Thanks to all our volunteers for their hard work and to the Friends of
Central Park Plymouth for supporting the programme. 
 
Since May: 
The volunteers have weeded and tidied around Pounds Park and
the orchard by Swarthmore allotments. They have carried out
several tasks with Plymouth City Council staff including planting in
Pounds Park and repairing the Devon Bank by the play area. PEA
led a number of nature based activities including a BeeWalk,
butterfly hunt and bird box building. We also had a batwalk and
found a couple of species in the park! Thank you also to Calor Gas
volunteers who joined the Plymouth Tree Partnership and Street
Services to carry out a number of tasks including laying a new
entrance surface at the Family Tree Field.

Come and join us! The volunteer programme will continue into 2019. We'll be running further weekend events
and be making improvements to the heritage in the park and creating more homes for wildlife. 

Venn Lane, Wall by play area and Pounds Park

BeeWalk

Plymouth Environmental Action have been leading the volunteer programme throughout the summer and we
have been excited to introduce new activities that have brought people closer to nature on the park. So far we've
had 132 people attend events with an average attendenace of 10. 

Calor Gas volunteers in the Family Tree Field


