
New café 
We have successfully advertised for an operator to run the new café and are currently working to finalise the 
design for the building. We expect the café to be open for spring 2019. 

Community Sports Hub 
Following further consultation with user groups, plans for the Community Sports Hub are progressing with 
inclusion of the tennis courts and landscape design in the layout. The plans show a more welcoming and secure 
building, with an improved meeting hall and extension containing new changing rooms with showers. 
Construction works will be offset by planting new trees and wildflowers. 

Sports Plateau 
A contractor has been appointed to deliver the new sports plateau (rugby, football and cricket) and junior pitch to 
the south of the bowling pavilion. Along with this they will deliver pitch improvements at other city sites. These 
improvements will be completed by March 2019 at the latest. 
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If you’ve been to the park recently you will have noticed improvement works are well underway. It has been 
fascinating to watch the new play and skate areas take shape amidst the snow and rain. A reminder that both 
these areas are construction zones and are closed to the general public for safety reasons until work is 
completed. Thank you for your patience.

Skate Park Extension with Parkour 
The majority of the Skate Park works are now complete, 
despite some setbacks due to the weather. Completion is 
expected in May and we’ll be holding a fun opening event once 
construction is finished, which everyone is welcome to attend. 

Skate, play, paths & more

Refurbished and Extended Playground 
Works began on the play area in February and are on course for completion in July. To mitigate safety concerns 
around the increase in construction works traffic on the park we have agreed that the play company stop work 
while the fair is on site. In the meantime, SWH will install the new paths in and around the play area, ready for the 
final phase of play works commencing in June.

Skate park extension

Drainage 
We have commissioned a specialist to develop the 
designs for a drainage solution for the park. This will seek 
to reduce flooding in areas where people need to access 
the park, while working with the existing heritage and 
enhancing the ecology of the park. 

New play area

Path works 
In recent weeks the path to Pounds House has been 
resurfaced with tarmac. This will be topped with a buff 
finish to ensure the path is in keeping with the 
heritage of the building and paving around the house. 
Venn Lane and a number of paths in Pounds Park 
have been patched and resurfaced. 

Venn Lane resurfacing - before and after



Trees 
We are planning to celebrate the smooth leaved elms that fell along the main avenue as sculptures. The sculptor 
who produced the Green Man in the wooded valley has come up with a design which was well received at the 
recent Friends of Central Park meeting. For the time being we will be leaving the trees in situ. In Pounds Park we 
will be adding to the existing planting with more specimen trees and are currently developing a proposal. 

Completed work Jan-Mar: 
The Street Services and Waste team recently underwent 
training in dry stone walling and have begun restoring the Devon 
Bank by the play area. In Pounds Park they worked with the 
volunteers to clear weeds from beds around the house and re- 
edge paths for better access. Much of the deadwood has been 
removed from the banks opposite the shelter by the golf course 
and around the old cricket field, which will improve safety for 
visitors and allow more light into these areas for flora to grow. 
Further hedge planting and tree planting has been completed 
around the golf course and in places along Venn Lane, which 
will benefit allotment users. The majority of the new allotment 
gates and fences have also been installed. 

Other park wide improvements

The volunteers have had a busy few months despite the cold weather, thank you to everyone for braving the 
conditions and getting stuck in. We are excited to announce a new partnership with Plymouth Environmental 
Action who will lead the volunteer programme through summer. A huge thanks to Eco Land Management for all 
their great work on the park and with the volunteers. Thanks to the Friends of Central Park Plymouth for 
continuing to support the programme. 

Volunteer programme

Devon bank by play area - before and after

Scheduled work April to June: 
Along Coronation Avenue further work is needed to remove dead trees and manage vegetation to ensure the 
trees can thrive. The team will continue with restoration of the Devon bank by the play area and look at planting 
more trees on the bank. Around the park there will be ongoing management of emergent vegetation and an audit 
of plant species to better inform management of the park. The team will also be tidying up and litter picking 
around Ford Park and improving shrub beds In Pounds Park. At Ford Park entrance the pillars will be repaired by 
an experienced stonemason to ensure the work is carried out with sensitivity to the heritage of these features.

Our next update will be out in summer 2018. Keep up with improvements at 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/centralparkimprovements or on Facebook @NaturePlymouth 

Since January the volunteers have: 
Carried out tree care including pruning and loosening ties in the 
wallow, meadow field and around the clock tower. In the process 
they created habitat piles to provide more places for nature in the 
park. The team has carried out several tasks with Plymouth City 
Council staff in Pounds Park, including planting beech hedge by the 
allotments and along Venn Lane. The beds in the small garden by 
Pounds House have been weeded and tidied as have the path and 
paving around this area.

Come and join us! The volunteer programme will start up again in May with events programmed throughout 
summer. We'll be holding more weekend events including chances to get involved in nature ID walks and 
creating homes for wildlife.

Gardening at Pounds House


