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Skate, play and path works are  starting!

Skate Park Extension with Parkour 
After further consultation in November, design was tweaked and 
work on the Skate Park extension is starting! The design was 
very well received by users and will include a new parkour 
facility. We’ll be holding a fun opening event in the Spring which 
everyone is welcome to attend. 
Refurbished and Extended Playground 
We are progressing the final designs with our play company 
Russell Play to start in February with final completion to open in 
time for Summer Holidays. 

Skate park extension - design by Freestyle

New cafe 
The café design has been finalised and planning permission 
approved. We expect the café to be open by the end of 2018. We 
are advertising for an operator to tender for the running of the café 
who will work with us during the build phase. For more information 
go to: 
plymouth.gov.uk/landandproperty/findlandandpropertyrentorbuy 
Community Sports Hub 
In November we consulted with user groups about the plans for the 
Community Sports Hub.  Feedback has influenced the design of a 
refurbished and extended building for a range of users including 
bowlers, footballers, tennis players and community groups. 

New café - design by Erect Architecture

New tennis courts 
We are finalising designs for the 4 new tennis courts with the Lawn Tennis Association.  These will be high 
quality courts accessed through a new, very affordable ‘pay as you play’ online booking system. 
Path Improvements 
Our contractors SWH will be leading on improvements to the paths.  They will start in February repairing the 
minor paths throughout to improve acess and resurfacing around Pounds Park and House path.  This will 
lead onto a new surface for the wider paths, ensuring any surfacing fits with proposed new drainage 
solutions. 
Drainage 
We have recruited a drainage specialists to create designs which fit with the natural environment of the park 
and alleviate flooding in areas that people need to access regularly. 

Temporary Disruptions and Closures in the Park whilst Improvements go ahead 
We are excited to announce that improvement works will be starting on 5th February at the skate park and 
playground and these areas will be closed for the duration of works. We are also improving paths across the 
park.  This will mean some temporary path closures and safety fencing in the park, particularly along the 
routes to the clock tower.  This is to ensure safety for park users whilst construction vehicles are in the 
area.  There will be plenty of signage to explain what's going on. We apologise for any inconvenience 
caused and thank you for your patience during delivery of improvements.  We are sure it will be worth it! 



Our next update will be out in spring 2018. Keep up with improvements at 

www.plymouth.gov.uk/centralparkimprovements 

or on Facebook @NaturePlymouth.

Oct to Dec: 
The Street Services and Waste team have significantly 
improved access to Venn Lane, Gilbert Lane and a number of 
entrances. Around the park tasks have included removing 
overgrowth from fences, flower bed care, ivy removal from trees 
on Coronation Avenue and clearing up the wallow area.   
The team have planted daffodils along Alma Road, renovated 
sections of the hedge by the Golf Course and planted bluebell 
bulbs alongside volunteers and families in the wooded valley. 

Work is underway on Gilbert Lane

Scheduled work Jan to Mar: 
A number of important tree works will be completed before spring, as 
well as further works on the Devon bank north of Home Park stadium 
and flower beds in Pounds Park. The team will finish replanting the 
hedge by the Golf Course and will be planting a new beech hedge by 
Inverdene Road at a public event in half term. Also, several new 
allotment gates and fences will be installed to improve security and 
visual appearance. 

Reservoir Field, before and after

Our dedicated volunteer team led by Eco Land Management have been hard at work in the park.  The 
average attendance is 3 volunteers per session but we were delighted that a record 60 people helped us 
plant bluebell bulbs in the wooded valley in October!  A number of new volunteers have registered and we 
are continuing to promote opportunities to get involved through posters in the park and using social media 
pages: @NaturePlymouth and Friends of Central Park Facebook.  Thanks to Friends of Central Park for 
continuing to support the programme.

Volunteer Programme

So far this winter volunteers have: 
Planted bluebell bulbs in the wooded valley and 
renovated the hedge by the golf course alongside 
Plymouth City Council staff. In the wallow area the team 
have pruned trees, created habitat piles and repaired 
sections of a dry stone wall. 

Come and join us! 
Family bulb planting, wooded valley. October 2017 

Other Park Wide Improvements

Sports Plateau 
We are currently tendering for a contractor to deliver the new sports plateau (rugby, football and cricket) at 
Central Park and other city sites.  These improvements will be delivered by March 2019 at the latest. 
Trees 
We were sad to lose a number of trees during the recent stormy weather, including several important 
smooth leaved elms.  We have been planting new trees on Pounds Park and the pitch and putt course and 
will be looking into replacing the elms.  We are planning to work with a local sculptor to make use of fallen 
trees, as well as using woodchip on flower beds around the park.


