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COMMUNITY SPORTS HUB  

Do you agree with the concept? 

 

 

Do you have any comments on the concept? 

Access to the adapted bikes via the sports hub/life 

centre  

Good to have multi purpose use especially as sport is 

prone to fashion eg. Cycling 

The proposals include changes to the sports pitches 

but no indication of the grass cutting regime. I am 

concerned that the Council are committing to cut too 

much grass. Short grass is a poor habitat and provides 

a foraging habitat for gulls which can then become a 

nuisance. I would wish to see a range of grass cutting 

regimes and for them to be flexible, minimal and to 

accommodate the needs of park users rather than the 

wishes of park users. 

There seems to be a lot of emphasis in the city about 

providing football pitches and sports options for 

children/school groups. How about providing more 

facilities for workers who would like to do some more 

sport at evenings and weekends? Also, more unique 

sporting options such as archery, fencing etc. Even if 

they are fun taster sessions for 6-8 weeks to keep up 

interest and enthusiasm. 

Pay and Play tennis courts would be a good idea Yes in principle, also petanque pitch and crazy golf 

It would help to cover the shortfall experienced by 

some schools unable to offer similar facilities. It may 

help to encourage those people to take up sporting 

endeavours without the cost and travel to join clubs. 

We do not need more football facilities. We do need 

more indoor table tennis, junior and ladies indoor 

tennis, basketball, badminton. and wheelchair sport 

facilities and space for board games. 

Must have the culture to encourage new users and 

support a membership. Demonstrations of techniques 

for youngsters, fitness and dietary awareness and 

coaching to talent scout to next levels. 

Free tennis facilities are very limited in Plymouth so I 

think any facility here would be hugely beneficial. 

Tennis courts would be amazing. However, it would 

also be nice to see walk/run markers around the park 

displaying run/walk routes (similar to those seen at 

National Trust properties) 

Anything that will encourage young people to engage 

in sport is welcome. For sure use of the Bowling 

Green Pavilion beyond catering for senior citizens is 

welcome 
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Public space should be for the public...giving them a 

sense of community. Strong and serviceable and 

beautifully designed. The more people that use the 

park, the safer it is. If you give people a strong sense 

of ownership, they will value and take care of the 

space preventing the destructive minority from 

damaging it. When it rains, you need spaces to sit 

under and please don't use those ridiculous anti-

homeless benches. We don't want the city to be seen 

as uncaring. Look at providing clean spaces for the 

homeless so they can shower and use facilities at a 

very low cost. We should be pioneers of caring public 

space for everyone. 

I like the concept of increased sports activities and in 

particular the tennis courts. It may not be relevant at 

this time but it would be good to see a mountain bike 

trail in the park, possibly on the slopes below this area 

or even a trail around the entire park which could 

cater for all abilities. I understand that this may in 

places conflict with pathways used by walkers but I am 

sure it could be accommodated. 

Yes it could be a focus for young people to encourage 

them away from computers. 

Changing facilities and toilets needed. 

the idea is ok but the area needs to be kept looking 

clean & tidy 

Consider all weather bowling greens or a dedicated 

greensman who would get off the machinery to do 

work to the grass. 

A modern complex will enhance what has become a 

tired looking area. 

Anything that increases usage of the facility would be 

good as long as it's maintained by all users and not left 

to the bowls members to clean like the one on the 

hoe 

Where are the cycle tracks? It would be good to have a free family sport area 

keep the cost down to use Sports for people of all ages and abilities would be nice 

perhaps as per my previous suggestion, a 

workshop/secure storage for railway equipment could 

be integrated into this building 

Community inclusion management would be crucial. 

Consult Gym Bubbas and Sue Brain 

to ensure the application of renewable/energy efficient 

tech as part of the building 

would rather see areas for roller skating and cycling 

Could be used for evening classes. Anything that gets people moving more is going to be 

of benefit. 

Don't forget plymouth has a roller hockey team and 

roller derby team-they should be considered when 

building new sports areas. 

I think sports are an important avenue to draw users 

into the park and improve utilization. Basketball court 

would also be a good addition. 

Yes this is a great idea - the bowling green and 

clubhouse does not feel accessible to the community 

at present and feels as though a special interest group 

have favourable treatment in a public space. Additional 

focus on minority sports would be great 

The concept looks great but safety needs to be 

considered as well; for example there should be 

netting around cricket practice pitches and it needs to 

be covered from top as well. 

So long as its free and available to local groups to use 

and not just for a select few. 

Tennis would be a great idea. 

as an elderly person. Sport is for the few , how about thinking of everyone 
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I think is a great concept keeping with bowls as I 

always see it in use but including other sport activity is 

great for kids and adult to get involved. I think a small 

usage fee should be applied to help pay for the 

equipment and the maintenance of the area/equipment 

we have had places for people to go to play bowls and 

they end up shutting due to lack of interest . . there is 

already a tennis club at central park . and there were 

tennis courts on the hoe but they were sold off for 

housing development . junior football area what about 

rugby , hockey and net ball. 

Wider use would be beneficial I do agree and think it will be used. 

I would like to see a nature garden Great idea. Need to ensure protection from vandalism 

Presume the concept would attract funding from the 

LawnTennis and football associations. This field is 

currently filled in with spoil from the Life Centre and 

from the mound of spoil which was moved to the field 

in 2013 when Brent wanted to lease more land to 

extend his Higher Home Park Project. The field was 

to be returned to it's original condition as part of the 

Life Centre project. The use of this field for Grass 

courts or a football pitch may not be appropriate 

given the current surface of the field. Again 

management and maintenance should be a 

consideration. 

i agree with the above however i want a place to go 

with my family and grandchildren i want them to enjoy 

a safe and secure play area where they can play to 

their hearts content and the adults can sit have a 

coffee and a chat i want my family to want to come 

back again after a fantastic experience 

Looks good Improved orienteering provision / routes 

More community meeting spaces would be awesome 

especially in such a great location. 

Needs to be inclusive of all sports - what about cycling 

- a safe place for beginners?? 

tennis and other sports not catered for in the area 

should be a priority, football seems to be well catered 

for on the existing pitches, the Life Centre and Goals. 

A programme that benefits all - including the elderly 

and disabled in the community. this could be a hub for 

improving fitness in our vulnerable and setting up 

community activity such as park runs etc. 

No. Hopefully it will also be used for children's classes 

too, council subsidised ones to promote a healthy 

lifestyle for.children. some of the dance classes etc are 

so expensive and not accessible to all. 

The park would benefit from policing or park rangers 

to stop being vandlised and safety it could then be 

kept tidy and used to its full potential 

Provided that it allow public access and showers, 

rather than 'club only' members 

Catering for under 16 should take precedence. 

It is close to the children's play area it should be 

accessible for mums to use to change babies and 

toddlers especially when they are wet from the water 

fountains 

would be good to see a bigger range of sports 

supported in the park 

This needs to be inclusive of all not just young people. Any social venues available for community groups to 

hire/use are a good thing. 

the sports concept I agree with ,provision for 

community meetings, etc 

I would be unlikely to use it for sports purposes, but 

as a meeting place, possibly. 

We often visit the town of Wadebridge and question 

why Plymouth Central park, cannot be more like 

Wadebridge towns Sports Hub. 

there is a need to fence the bowls greens when the 

facility is unmanned to stop vandalism 

Willing to pay providing this meant the tennis courts 

were kept to an acceptable standard. Concern with 

free facilities is that they aren't onwardly maintained. 

there is a need to fence the bowls greens when the 

facility is unmanned to stop vandalism 
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The overall concept is good I think, although the 

artist's impression doesn't really give much useful 

information about the specifics (there's a lot of path 

on show). I really like the wildflower features which 

could work elsewhere in the park too. It would be 

good if this area accommodated a range of less 

mainstream outdoor activities that families could take 

part in together, perhaps with a range of easily 

changeable apparatus or features (e.g. badminton, 

croquet, dodgeball, crazy golf, outdoor games such as 

giant jenga, connect four, soft play, trampolines etc). It 

would be a shame to drive any of the bowling users 

away as this is probably really nice for the older users 

so I think care should be taken to accommodate both 

new and existing users if this goes ahead. 

Be great to have sports equipment loaned out to 

anyone who wants a football or a rounders set. To 

ensure this is returned, maybe there could be lockers 

to store and charge smart phones, returned to 

customer upon return of sports equipment. In terms 

of payment to use venue, I would be willing to pay for 

meeting hire, but court hire should be free but 

requires booking - perhaps through an app that shows 

over council service benefits, or in person/over the 

phone/website. 

The field beside the bowling pavilion used to be 

beautiful before soil etc was dumped on it. It was very 

pleasant to sit there and safe for children to play as it 

was more or less enclosed. I presume this field would 

then be taken over for tennis courts etc which I am 

not sure about. The tennis courts at Freedom Fields 

park are hardly used by the public and those at 

Devonport Park do not seem to be used to the fullest. 

Yes, dogwalkers love the freedom of the park and use 

it all the time, every day for hours. There will be 

conflict between dogwalkers and ball games and all 

that food. The whole new park looks to urban and will 

destroy the park we have completely which is 

presently like a piece of countryside in the middle of 

the town. 

Absolutely great, much needed, especially tennis 

courts as others in Plymouth are mostly only through 

club membership 

As long as it welcomes everybody and doesn't become 

"elitist" and not be open and friendly. 

Central park has enough space dedicated to human 

use. Personally I would like to see more space given to 

helping our ever decreasing wildlife 

An all round indoor sports hall, incorporating racket 

sports (badminton), ball games, etc will be good. A 

small indoor gym will be great. 

Couldn't think of a better idea than offering more 

sport facilities. I wouldn't take part myself in the 

sports, however I have three children who would 

benefit from this. 

I don' t play sports myself but agree that more 

facilities would be good for those who do. 

I think some more wood carvings around the park 

would be good. Something good to look at and some 

more flowers/vegetation. 

We have the life centre for sports we want to keep 

the woodland areas and natural space unless it is in 

the fields by the golf is situated the other side of the 

park needs to be left untouched in that respect. 

yes but there need to be affordable activities offered. 

Could be a good space for children's parties? 

Anything that promotes use of the park and its 

facilities is to be encouraged. 

Tennis courts & football great idea Great idea for more local sports. 

why ? like most things happening in this town, its 

already been decided 

Tennis courts sound good, somewhere i can go with 

some friends or with my kids. 

I think this is a good idea. But it would require 

maintenance and management. I am not sure that 

there is a willingness from PCC to commit resources 

in the long term. 

Needs to be good quality walkways and possibly cycle 

ways 

Can you not just reduce bowling. Other venues are 

Devonport Park & the Hoe. I am unsure of usage 

presently? 

If charging it needs to be reasonable, so it gets used. 
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Excellent concept. But looks mainly for younger more 

active people. 

I think it's a good idea 

Please keep the park as natural as possible - no need 

to develop further building 

The field cannot be blank. Annoying 

Needs to be designed to accommodate everyone, 

disability friendly and not just with a token ramp and 

large door. It needs to be designed so that everyone 

can use it at all times together. 

Shouldn't there be some provision for those of us who 

aren't sporty? Some cultural elements should be 

introduced to the park, e.g. music, dance, theatre, art - 

and thus could be based at Pounds House, a sadly 

neglected and underused facility. 

Pounds House could be used as a community hub to 

cater for people who can't do sport, or who have 

other interests. Summer concerts could be staged on 

the terrace. 

main concern would be the changing rooms being 

vandalised and mistreated like the current skate park 

area. 

Would like to see clubs offering sports & coaching for 

disabled adults & children in these areas (eg disabled 

tennis club) - as well as for those without disabilities. 

Would be likely to use the facility if this was available 

& pay a small fee for coaching etc. But not a fee just 

for using the grounds. Without any special disabled 

provision we'd not be able to get any use out of the 

facility. 

The field where the proposed sports facilities will be is 

locally known as "puppy field". It became a spoil heap 

and trees were removed whilst the Life Centre was 

being built. We were promised that the puppy field 

would be reinstated after the Life Centre was built. 

This was a clear untruth! Again, how will vandalism 

and graffiti and litter be monitored/fixed/removed etc? 

Good use of space If properly kept maintained I think this is a good idea 

as people need outdoor activities. 

Will be a great space, would love some tennis courts, 

casual cricket pitches - retain ability for bowls? Hub 

space could be used for scouting and other clubs. A 

mix of football pitches for "serious" play and casual 

kick around. 

Other ball games and sports. I do not feel that bowling 

is necessary, as it largely a sport for a minority of the 

Plymouth population. I'm also not sure that it is 

necessary for this venue to be used as a community 

meeting venue if thre is going to be a cafe. 

Excellent concept. But looks mainly for younger more 

active people. 

Tennis courts would be a great thing. Especially if the 

facilities included possibility to hire / buy equipment. 

This would be a great area. Would be willing to pay small fees for use to ensure 

facilities are well maintained but not more than a 

couple of pounds per person. 

Be available for children's parties i like the concept 

Fantastic idea, multi purpose is always better! Very good idea that I would make use of 

As long as it doesn't interfere with the bowlers. Free sports facilities like devonport park 

need to get all sorts of people using the park not just 

old so its a good idea - i wouldn't need it but i think it 

is a good use of the money 

It's making full use of our wonderful park. Great stuff. 

About time this underused resource was opened up 

to the general public. 

I'd like different sport options 

The facilities have to be "owned" by somebody who is 

a leader and carer of what happens 

Picnic areas 
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Courts need flood lighting - paths need lighting. 

Consider three tennis courts and one 

basketball/netball court. Don't just take advise from 

LTA - visit other venues who have adopted the LTA 

model. 

Miniature railway station 

Great idea! Our groups would definitely use this space 

and it's facilities. 

Yoga 

I think the concept is good but yet again everything is 

being based around one section of the park and the 

rest is being neglected. It does make me wonder if the 

bottom end of the park is being left out so it can be 

sold off for housing. 

Yoga Pavilion - Open sides but covered with canopy in 

case of showers 

The facility needs to be properly managed and to pay 

its way as far as possible. 

Roller skating, cycling 

It would need to be bigger to provide usage for other 

sports than the existing bowls 

Keep fit? 

Just don't extend too much into the surrounding park. 

I am worried that it will lose its "rural" appeal, which is 

unusual in an urban park, and should be prized. 

Basketball 

Including tennis courts would be a great concept. Cricket 

I hope the improvements include central heating!! badminton, volleyball 

All facilities should be accessible to encourage groups 

that cater for disability sports. The fees for community 

meeting venues should also be low enough community 

groups can afford to use them. 

Sense garden for the disabled 

More seating provided around the bowling greens It 

would be nice if a rooftop seating area was available to 

watch both Bowls and tennis 

cycling/running 

As long as the bowls isn't lost. Disability fitness and sport access 

An online booking system and racket and ball rental 

would be good for those not in a club or school 

orienteering / mountain biking 

The Bowls aspect of the Sports Hub needs to remain 

as a separate entity. The Bowls changing rooms are to 

small to accommodate the 5 clubs that regularly use 

the facilities now. Also, part of the Pavilion is now 

used for a sit down tea during Saturday matches. This 

needs to remain. Bowling can be used by the public 

but the priority is to maintain the Bowls greens for the 

5 existing clubs. 

Originally when the Life centre was being built, the 

field behind the bowling green was was promised to 

be reverted to its original state which was an fairly 

enclosed field with trees and grass. I would hope that 

some of that could be restored as part of this plan. As 

before protection from vandalism (the Bowling 

pavilion is covered in graffiti at the back at present and 

this a frequent state for it to be in) and graffiti is a 

must. 

Now that the City Bus Social Club has closed what a 

great opportunity to offer a facility like this for 

occasions such as weddings, birthdays, retirements 

etc. with a licence to serve alcohol and food. 

But I don't want to see large areas of the park fenced 

off for occasional sports users who have booked it 

stopping dog walkers from using the space and anyone 

who hasn't pre booked. I often walk at Devonport 

park and most of the time the tennis courts are 

empty. 
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Fitness clubs (running club) meeting point Changing rooms for pitches 

a place where families can do fun things and interact 

with their children and grandchildren i want to join in 

the activities with my family 

If provided (as suggested earlier in the survey) I would 

like to use any outdoor fitness equipment (pull up 

bars, etc) 

 Football and other less mainstream games that families 

could play together (badminton, croquet, dodgeball, 

crazy golf, outdoor games and soft play) 

not really sure how i would use it Athletics - long jump, sprinting, bowls, yoga, painting, 

model cars, photography, whatever ... gardening 

group. 

indoor table tennis please!!! Please be mindful of wildlife habitats when planning 

changes. Create more, don't destroy existing habitat. 

wouldn’t use it Only that it helps to know who would run these 

functions. 

badminton shooting range for disabled and dog area 

Football, school activities park needs to utilise more, like in London 

activities for children the bowls greens are frequently used 

Walking rugby/football etc tennis courts 

disabled sports I don't agree with taking space from dog walking 

The internal layout and use of space needs to be 

discussed with stakeholders.  A second, larger 

clubroom overlooking the tennis courts will be an 

important addition to: 

• Accommodate different sports teams at the same 

time. 

• Provide a room that will be large enough to use for 

indoor fitness/ dance classes such as Pilates, mother 

and toddler, etc, as there are few suitable venues 

currently.  

• Provide a good frontage on the building’s rear 

elevation. 

It will be essential to have a designated Facility 

Operator who will be responsible for cleanliness and 

upkeep of the building.  This could be the Café, Life 

Centre or Golf Operators, or a PCC officer or a staff 

member in one of the user groups. There needs to be 

a charging regime based on forecast usage and 

assessed costs, whilst taking account of users’ ability 

to pay.  It should be possible to have a system 

whereby registered users can make bookings on-line.   

 

With electronic access controls, the Facility Operator 

would not always need to meet users at the start and 

end of their sessions.   

The area to the south of the building should be 

screened by hedges and used as hard-standing for 

service vehicles and other support functions.  This 

should minimise unsightly clutter around the café.  

Staff and volunteers working in the park require 

access to water for plants.  There should be rain 

collection and a metered water supply provided for 

the purpose. 

The new paths behind the Bowling Pavilion should run 

closer to existing desire lines.  This may require slight 

changes to the plan positions of the tennis courts and 

junior football pitch.  Levels across the infilled area 

also need to be adjusted in ways that will improve the 

landscape and its usability. 

Walking rugby/football etc make the park better - attract more people. 

Unsure covered courts are needed - would be a mistake not 

to 

Kids parties brilliant idea - need full set up to encourage families 

more. help people to get fir without realising it. 
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5-a-side ?? Don't care much as long as there are no flood lights. 

Basketball/netball It's a good idea to bring youngsters to exercise more. 

Could the adapted cycles be moved here? At the 

moment they are in a bus up at bowls & the key is at 

the Life Centre - it mates them very inaccessible & 

timely to access. 

Soften some of the hard lines such as the fencing with 

shrubs. 

 

If a Community Sports Hub was provided how likely would you be to use it? 

 

       
  

 

Would you be willing to pay for the use of the tennis courts, bowling, venue hire etc.?  

 

 

What would you like to use if for? 

     

 

40% said they would be 

very likely, or likely to use 

the community sports hub.   


