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INTRODUCTION 

1. At its meeting on 16 December 2019 Full Council resolved a number of things in relation to the 
climate emergency, including to ‘Undertake an early review of the Plymouth Plan with city partners 
in order to ensure that the plan responds to the climate emergency and the commitments set out 
in the Climate Emergency Action Plan’.  This review was undertaken during 2020 and included a 
policy by policy assessment, informed by stakeholder and community consultation, to ensure that 
the Plymouth Plan was aligned to City Council’s pledge to make Plymouth carbon neutral by 2030, 
a declaration that was agreed unanimously by Full Council on 18 March 2019. 

2. The Plymouth Plan is a strategic document which covers a wide range of areas most of which do 
not directly deal with climate change, such as adult and social care and access to jobs, services or 
sport facilities. In order to set a clear direction of travel for the review it was important to scope 
out which elements of the Plymouth Plan needed to be reassessed against its ability to shape and 
reduce carbon emissions as set out in the Climate Emergency Action Plan.  

3. The current plan is already supportive and proactive in reducing carbon emissions within the city 
however Policy GRO7 set out a target of halving carbon emissions by 2034 and this would clearly 
have to been amended to be in line with the declaration of a climate emergency and the Council’s 
desire to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030. Elsewhere many of the policies identified for review 
may require only minor wording amendments or not require any changes at all but it is important 
that the objectives or policies which have a direct link to carbon reduction were reviewed to 
ensure consistency with the climate emergency agenda. 

4. This document sets out the representations received during the public consultation on the 
Plymouth Plan Climate Emergency Discussion Paper which ran from 21 September to 5pm on 
Friday 30 October 2020. 

5. Representations were received from Individuals, Environment Plymouth, UK Green Building 
Council, Extinction Rebellion, Historic England, Natural England, Plymouth Cycling Campaign, 
Climate Action Plymouth, Plymouth Citybus and Highways England. In total, 192 comments were 
made by 30 consultees. 

6. To view a summary of the comments received and the LPAs’ responses please see: 

• APPENDIX 1 for the Schedule of Responses (External Consultation) 

• APPENDIX II for the Schedule of Responses (Partner Meetings and Conversations) 

AIM OF THE CONSULTATION 

7. A paper was produced which set out a scoping analysis of the Plymouth Plan which undertook to 
identify which policies may need to be amended in support of the Climate Emergency pledge and 
was available for information only. This document concluded that the following 11 elements of the 
plan need to be reviewed. 

• Theme 2. A Green City 

• Strategic Objective1 Healthy city  

• Strategic Objective 2 Growing city  

• Strategic Objective 3 International city 

• HEA6 - Sustainable and health-enabling transport 

• HEA8 - Meeting local housing needs 

• GRO4 - Transport investment to drive growth 

• GRO7 - Reducing carbon emissions and adapting to climate change 
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• GRO9 - Minimising waste 

• INT3 - Major UK destination 

• INT6 - 'Green city' credentials 

8. A separate Discussion Paper was produced highlighting that the scope of this review is limited 
purely to climate emergency and presented a series of open questions on the highlighted elements 
of the Plan to act as prompts which need to be considered.  

9. The aim of the consultation was to seek views on which elements of the Plan needed to be 
updated in light of the Climate Emergency declaration and provided an opportunity for consultees 
to comment on and suggest changes to the document. There was also an opportunity for 
respondents to comment on any other part of the plan that they felt needed updating with regard 
to the climate emergency. 

10. A change was considered and made to the documents if an error was spotted by officers or if 
officers deemed that a representation: 

• Resulted in a significant improvement to the clarity of the document; 

• Introduced a more appropriate way of interpreting issues around delivery of the climate 
emergency target; 

• Persuaded officers that the change was valid and addressed an issue which, on reflection, 
warranted a change; and/or, 

• Corrected erroneous or unclear text. 

11. All comments were considered and the Plymouth Plan has been updated to reflect this. Details as 
to which comments resulted in a change is indicated in the response to the comments. In total, 23 
changes are proposed to the Plymouth Plan in response to this review process.  These cover the 
following themes: 

• The net-zero city target. 

• Need to embed the importance of minimising Carbon Emissions within the plan; 

• Sustainable transport including walking, cycling/public transport improvements, air quality and 
the role of electric vehicles; 

• Impact of carbon emissions across the waste management hierarchy. 

• The importance of the natural environment and role it can play in reducing carbon emissions 
and ensuring food security; 

• Reduction of built environment emissions through sustainable building techniques and 
retrofitting the existing built form; 

• The need to take account of the siting and design impacts of waste/recycling/electric charging 
on historic assets or townscape; 

• The importance of people and communities making their contribution to the achievement of 
the City's 2030 net-zero target. 

 

HOW WAS THE CONSULTATION ADVERTISED? 

12. The consultation took place during the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic with social distancing measures 
in place, because of this publicity took place primarily online through various channels including: 

• Corporate website; 
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• Corporate communication channels, including staff news; 

• Interactive Plymouth Plan;  

• E-newsletters; 

• Social media; 

• Objective consultation portal; and,  

• Posters in libraries. 

The team were also on hand to attend any meetings taking place and/or to answer any queries 
which arose as part of the consultation. 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 

13. Adoption of the changes to the Plymouth Plan set out in this report will ensure that the City’s 
strategic plan is aligned to the Council’s climate emergency pledge.  However, key will be the 
implementation of the plan’s policies, and the ongoing engagement of Plymouth’s communities in 
helping to address the climate emergency, led by the Climate Emergency Action Plan.  

14. The review and update of the Climate Emergency Action Plan is considered as a separate report 
to this meeting of City Council. 
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APPENDIX 1: SCHEDULE OF RESPONSES (GENERAL CONSULTATION) 

Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

1   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   Q3 

The aims and intent are good 
however there needs to real 
targets set to help drive change. 

Change 
to be 
made in 
part 

The Plymouth Plan will be amended to include the climate 
emergency target of Plymouth being zero carbon by 2030.   
The Plymouth Plan is a strategic plan which sets an overall 
direction of travel for the city.  Specific detail and delivery 
actions relating to how the City’s is responding to the 
climate emergency actions is being coordinated through 
the Climate Emergency Action Plan.  Such comments will 
be considered separately as part of that process 

2   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   2.3 Plymouth as a green city 

Change 
to be 
made 

The Plan already sets out that the City aspires to be 
amongst the greenest and most sustainable places in 
Europe but this review allows the ‘green city’ theme to be 
reassessed against the climate emergency agenda. As a 
result of the Council declaring a climate emergency the 
target has been included within the Green City theme.  

3   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   The whole 

document Consultation appreciated. No 
change No alterations to the document suggested. 

4   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   All 

Not enough substance within the 
document. Own experience is that 
the topography of the city makes 
the use of cycle lanes difficult, bus 
companies should be in public 
control, should be solar panels on 
all new builds and less traffic 
calming that stops traffic flow. 

No 
change 

The Plymouth Plan will be amended to include the climate 
emergency target of Plymouth being zero carbon by 2030.   
The Plymouth Plan is a strategic plan which sets an overall 
direction of travel for the city.  Specific detail and delivery 
actions relating to how the City’s is responding to the 
climate emergency actions is being coordinated through 
the Climate Emergency Action Plan.  Such comments will 
be considered separately as part of that process 

5   

 I am a resident 
of the rural 
fringe area of 
Plymouth 

Yealm 
Community 
Energy 

para 5.9, HEA 8 

The question should focus on 
housing. Plan needs to be realistic 
about meeting carbon neutral 
heating. 

No 
change 

Plymouth City Council declared a Climate Emergency in 
2019 and set a target of the city being carbon neutral by 
2030. This is undeniably an ambitious target but one worth 
aspiring too. The Plymouth Plan seeks to support the 
Council's ambition and sets this out in various topic areas 
and not just housing. 

6   I am a resident 
of Plymouth     Support further pedestrianisation 

of popular areas of the city but 
No 
change 

These are interesting proposals particularly around the 
suggestion of a flexible approach supporting EV's and will 
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Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

allow periods for deliveries by 
electric vehicles. 

be passed onto the relevant teams in the event of future 
pedestriation being proposed.  

7   I am a resident 
of Plymouth     Don't forget the preferred method 

of transport is the private car. 
No 
change 

The Plan deals with a wide range of topics areas and while 
its seeks to support the use of public transport, cycling and 
walking it does not seek to eliminate or underestimate the 
positive elements that the use of the private car can have 
on accessibility and the economy of the city.  

8   

I live in 
Ivybridge, 
Plymouth is my 
nearest city for 
shopping, 
recreation and 
hospital. I am a 
member of 
Climate Action 
Plymouth. 

Climate 
Action 
Plymouth 

  
Vision should include the council’s 
target of being carbon neutral by 
2030. 

Change 
to be 
made 

The Plan vision should be amended to include the net-zero 
target by 2030 and in doing so highlights the importance 
that the Council takes a comprehensive and co-ordinated 
approach to the climate emergency. 

9   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

Collins 
Aerospace   Plymouth as a green city, would be 

fitting for the climate emergency. 

Change 
to be 
made in 
part 

The City already aspires to be amongst the greenest and 
most sustainable places in Europe but this review allows 
the ‘green city’ theme to be reassessed against the climate 
emergency agenda. This has resulted in changes to this 
theme to ensure that the Plymouth Plan is setting a net-
zero target by 2030. 

10   I work in 
Plymouth.   Theme 2 

The carbon neutral target should 
be the primary reference in Theme 
2. In addition there needs to be 
clear in policy where further detail 
will be set out and where the 
target will be monitored. 

Change 
to be 
made in 
part 

The City already aspires to be amongst the greenest and 
most sustainable places in Europe but this review allows 
the ‘green city’ theme to be reassessed against the climate 
emergency agenda. This has resulted in changes to this 
theme to ensure that the Plymouth Plan is setting a net-
zero target by 2030. In addition the comments regarding 
more detailed monitoring has been sent to the Climate 
Change Team who are reviewing the Climate Emergency 
Action Plan. 

11   I travel into 
Plymouth.   Transport There needs to be integrated 

thinking about how cycle lanes and 
No 
change 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
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Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

roads interact so as not to increase 
emissions. Supporting 
infrastructure such as cycle storage 
is required. 

strategic planning processes into one place, further detail is 
set out in Delivery Plans such as the Local Transport Plan 
(LTP) and City Centre Transport Strategy. Comments 
relating to these plans will be forwarded to members of 
the relevant teams. 

12   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   2.3 Plymouth should be an 

environmentally friendly city 

Change 
to be 
made in 
part 

The City already aspires to be amongst the greenest and 
most sustainable places in Europe but this review allows 
the ‘green city’ theme to be reassessed against the climate 
emergency agenda. This may result in changes to this 
theme to ensure that the Plymouth Plan is setting a net-
zero target by 2030. 

13         

No New Worlds' art installation 
uses LED illumination and this 
significant carbon footprint is 
hypocritical. 

Comment 
noted 

The large scale art installation was created by local artists 
and funded by the Arts Council and Plymouth Culture as 
part of the Mayflower 400 celebrations. The project 
transforms the Mount Batten Breakwater into a public 
forum for discussion and debate about the impact and 
legacy of the ship's journey, colonialism and the ecological 
state of our planet. 

14         

The restriction of private cars from 
the city centre would reduce 
emissions and support public 
transport. Additionally a light 
railway/tram system from 
Derriford to Royal Parade would 
reduce car use. 

No 
change 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic planning processes into one place, further detail is 
set out in Delivery Plans such as the Local Transport Plan 
(LTP) and City Centre Transport Strategy. Comments 
relating to these plans will be forwarded to members of 
the relevant teams. 

15   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   Glimpse s 

The glimpses of what Plymouth will 
be like in 2034 are too passive in 
terms of responding to climate 
change. Needs to explicit that 
climate change and wellbeing is 
everyone's responsibility and 
Plymouth's people will have to play 
an active role in achieving this. 
Examples such as using less 

Change 
made 

Changes made to glimpses including: Healthy City 'In 
recognising the importance of the physical 
environment to enable health and wellbeing 
residents show great pride in the city's natural and built 
heritage, leading and supporting many initiatives to 
promote the city's history and its historic built and natural 
environment'. Growing City 'The population has 
played an active role in developing the city’s 
resilience to climate change leading to Plymouth's 
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Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

resources, recycling and shopping 
local would reflect this positive 
approach. Need to be clear in 
stating that Plymouth is recognised 
as a leading sustainable city through 
its environmental credentials and 
the fact that Plymouth residents 
businesses and visitors all play their 
part. 

carbon footprint being substantially reduced, with the 
achievement of net-zero by 2030, and the city is more 
resilient to the social, economic and environmental impacts 
of climate change'. International City '• Plymouth is 
recognised internationally as a leading sustainable city 
through its environmental credentials and the role that 
residents, businesses and visitors have all played in the 
addressing of the Climate Emergency'. 

16   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   Strategic objectives 

Strategic objectives don't go far 
enough to highlight the proactive 
approach needed. The statements 
should like they will be delivered 
by someone else. 

No 
change. 

Transforming the city is a long term venture; it does not 
take place by accident or overnight. It needs careful 
planning and persistent delivery, keeping the vision in sight 
at all times. It requires key decisions about investments and 
priority interventions to be strategically informed, so that 
they complement one another and work together to 
secure quality outcomes. The Plan is upfront in stating in 
the introduction that to achieve these objectives it 
depends on partnership and co-operative working with 
local people, businesses, developers, and a multitude of 
agencies and organisations, including neighbouring local 
authorities.  

17     Highways 
England HEA6 

We support measures which aim 
to enhance and promote 
sustainable transport opportunities 
and ensure that places are well 
connected to reduce the need to 
travel by private car. We therefore 
support the commitment set out in 
Policy HEA6 for the Council to 
work with regional partners and 
agencies to deliver a well-
connected and integrated transport 
system across all modes, to ensure 
shorter distance travel in and 
around the city can be taken by 

No 
change 

We note Highways England's support for the commitment 
set out in Policy HEA6 for the Council to work with 
regional partners and agencies to deliver a well-connected 
and integrated transport system across all modes. 
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Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

sustainable transport modes, 
thereby supporting the SRN in 
undertaking its strategic function of 
enabling the long distance 
movement of people and goods. 

18   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   

Our 
objectives/Strategic 
objective 3/list 
item 3 

To promote Plymouth as a 
destination with improving air 
connectivity, whilst aiming for such 
drastic reductions in carbon 
emissions seems highly dubious. Is 
this aspiration based on an in-depth 
study of low-carbon aviation with 
realistic timescales, and is Plymouth 
therefore proposing only to allow 
airport redevelopment if low-
carbon fuels are used? If not, I do 
not believe this aspiration for air 
connectivity to be compatible with 
the city's low-carbon plan. And 
allowing airport redevelopment 
would be a backwards step in 
efforts to reduce our air travel.   

No 
change 

There are no policies in the Plymouth Plan on the airport, 
these are in the Joint Local Plan which is not being 
reviewed at this time. Whilst this review looks at the 
Plymouth Plan in light of the climate emergency declared 
by the Council it sets out a balanced approach to this and 
other topics such as the economy, social inclusion and 
housing.  

19   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   Policy HEA6 

Policy HEA6 makes references to 
"removing barriers" to active 
travel, and "encouraging" it should 
be more strongly worded, so that 
there is an active presumption in 
favour of active travel and public 
transport over (private) car travel. 
Specifically, it should say that 
planning and transport policy will 
aim to make active travel and 
public transport more appealing, 
more convenient and cheaper than 
car travel for all city inhabitants 

No 
change 

The Plan deals with a wide range of topics areas and while 
it seeks to support the use of public transport, cycling and 
walking. Further detail on how this will be achieved is set 
out in the detailed delivery plans such as the Local 
Transport Plan (LTP) and City Centre Transport Strategy. 
Comments relating to these plans will be forwarded to 
members of the relevant teams. 
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Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

and visitors. The aim of policy 
should be to make people ask 
themselves, "Why would we take 
the car when we can cycle there 
along such a pleasant cycle route 
that is safe and separated from the 
roads, and get some exercise, 
whilst breathing clean air?" Policy 
HEA6 also stresses that safety is a 
key barrier to many people using 
active modes of transport, 
especially on the school run please 
can The Plan say that policy will 
prioritise cycling through road 
infrastructure? It needs to be 
stated that car drivers can expect 
to have to share the roads more 
fairly with other road users. The 
roads are too narrow in places for 
everyone to be fully satisfied.  
Plymouth is lagging far behind 
other UK cities, in the provision of 
modern, appealing cycling 
infrastructure. Currently there is a 
dominance of car culture. 

20   

I am a resident 
of Plymouth. 

I am a retired 
schoolteacher 
who was the 
Communications 
Curriculum 
Manager in his 
school. I also 
had the role of 

  All parts 

All documents should be assessed 
for their readability level for which 
professional assessment measures 
exist.  

No 
change 

 We want to enable anyone who wants to input to a 
consultation to do so and it is always helpful to get 
feedback where we don't achieve this as effectively as we 
could, this helps us with designing future consultations. The 
design of any particular consultation is related to the 
nature of the document or issue being consulted upon.  In 
this case, the consultation was for a very specific purpose 
on a high level policy document with a limited remit 
relating to policies and the climate emergency.  
Additionally, it was undertaken during the Covid-19 
pandemic limiting the ability for face to face engagement. 
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Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

Cross-
Curriculum Co-
ordinator for 
Language. 

There is a wider programme of engagement on the climate 
emergency taking place as part of the Climate Emergency 
Action Plan which will be much broader ranging and 
provide opportunities for people to engage further in this 
vital agenda. 

21   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   Safety and well-

being 

A city-wide policy on mountain 
bikes in local nature reserves and 
green spaces needs to be urgently 
formulated both to protect those 
spaces and the safety of their users. 

No 
change 

Comments on mountain bikes in green spaces noted. The 
Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the long 
term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic planning processes into one place, further detail is 
set out in Delivery Plans such as the Local Transport Plan 
(LTP) and Green Space Strategy. Comments relating to 
these plans will be forwarded to members of the relevant 
teams. 

22   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   4.2 

Housing currently being built in the 
city is not zero-carbon. This is 
creating an issue that will persist 
during the life of those houses 
unless remedial measures are taken 
at a subsequent stage. 

No 
change 

This is a consequence of national planning policy and the 
current building regulations which do not require or enable 
councils to insist on zero carbon development. The Joint 
Local Plan (JLP) sets out in planning policy DEV32 how the 
Council can help deliver low carbon development.  Subject 
to national policy changes, the next JLP review will present 
an opportunity to move further towards zero carbon 
development. 

23   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   All 

Would be helpful to have each 
measure qualified in terms of the 
tonnage of potential carbon 
emissions saved. Relating these 
figures to what needs to be 
achieved and by when would help 
monitoring of the success of 
policies in realising the targets set. 

No 
change 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic planning processes into one place. The Council is 
currently updating the Climate Emergency Action Plan 
which includes the monitoring of progress.  In addition the 
comments regarding monitoring has been sent to the 
Climate Change Team. 

24     Highways 
England GRO4 

We welcome investment in 
sustainable, low-carbon active 
travel modes which seek to 
promote alternative travel choices 
to the private car. We would 

No 
change 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic planning processes into one place, further detail is 
set out in Delivery Plans such as the Local Transport Plan 
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Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

however welcome clarification on 
any proposed changes to this 
policy to ensure that this does not 
jeopardise funding streams for 
strategic highway interventions that 
may be identified as necessary to 
enable planned growth to come 
forward, or address existing safety 
or capacity constraints.  

(LTP). Comments relating to these plans will be forwarded 
to members of the relevant teams. 

25     Natural 
England Vision - Q1 

Plymouth as a Healthy City’ has a 
‘glimpse’ that refers to providing 
‘access to healthy and affordable 
food’. There might be an 
opportunity here for the vision to 
refer to the restoration, 
maintenance and enhancement of 
the ecosystems that underpin food 
security. The glimpses in the vision 
for ‘Plymouth as a Growing City’ 
refers to the aspiration to 
designate the Plymouth Sound and 
Estuaries as a Marine National Park 
but the vision could be 
strengthened by describing a future 
vision for all of the city’s green and 
blue infrastructure. The vision for 
‘a growing city’ might also be a 
suitable section to set out the city’s 
ambitions to optimize and grow 
the value of the City’s Natural 
Capital, and recognise the role it 
plays in underpinning the economy. 
Natural England would also 
encourage a glimpse that 
recognises the value of the 
relationship between the growing 

Change 
to be 
made in 
part 

New text added to Strategic Objective 1 to read 5. 
Building strong and safe communities in good quality 
neighbourhoods with decent homes for all, health-
promoting natural and built environments, community 
facilities and public spaces and accessible local services, 
alongside supporting large scale restoration of 
natural habitats and ecosystems. 

In addition new text added to HEA1 to read 5. Supporting 
healthy eating and improving access to good food through: 

i. Promoting access to food growing opportunities and 
allotments while supporting the restoration, 
maintenance and enhancement of the ecosystems 
that underpin food security. 

Growing city glimpse has been amended to include 'The 
growing city has respected the surrounding Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, and its distinctive character 
landscapes enabling it to be protected and enhanced for 
the enjoyment of present and future generations'.  
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Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

city and the surrounding Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, and 
the need to respect the character 
of those distinctive landscapes and 
to protect and enhance them for 
the enjoyment of present and 
future generations. It might also be 
noted that protected landscapes 
are likely to form the backbone of 
the Nature Recovery Network for 
England and, therefore, will play a 
key role in the climate emergency 
response. The final glimpse in the 
vision for ‘Plymouth as an 
International City’ describes 
Plymouth as being ‘recognised 
internationally as a leading 
sustainable city through its 
environmental credentials’. This 
glimpse would benefit from further 
explanation and detail. 

26     Natural 
England 

Strategic 
Outcomes - Q2 

Natural England welcomes the 
Council’s aim to be carbon neutral. 
Is there a clear definition of what 
carbon neutral means for 
Plymouth, including which emission 
sources will be scoped into the 
calculations, and how effective the 
Climate Emergency Action Plan is 
expected to be at closing the policy 
gap by 2030?  Is the Council 
confident that they can meet the 
carbon neutrality target for 2030 
without the need for offsetting 
through carbon sequestration 
projects? 

No 
change 

The Climate Change Emergency Action Plan sets out how 
we intend to respond to city-wide climate emergency. It 
outlines Plymouth's current carbon emissions, the 
challenges associated with becoming carbon neutral. This 
document is currently also being reviewed by the Council 
and sets out in more detail how we will move towards this 
ambitious target. 
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Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

27     Natural 
England 

Strategic 
Objectives - Q3 

How will the acceleration of the 
provision of a safe, efficient, 
accessible and health-enabling 
transport network, be achieved for 
Strategic Objective 1 This objective 
should also include a point that 
sets out how the Plan will support 
large scale restoration of natural 
habitats and ecosystems, which 
could include a reference to the 
future local nature recovery 
strategy as a mechanism for this 
restoration. It is encouraging to see 
a mention of Plymouth’s ‘green and 
blue natural spaces’ within Strategic 
Objective 2, as these were omitted 
from the vision statement. The 
objective could be strengthened by 
clearly setting out the important 
role that green infrastructure and 
natural climate solutions could 
have in tackling the effects of 
climate change and meeting the 
target to be carbon neutral by 
2030 within the context of a 
growing city. 

Change 
to be 
made 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic planning processes into one place, further detail 
on how this achieved is set out in Delivery Plans such as 
the Local Transport Plan (LTP). Delivery Plans may need to 
be reviewed to further support the revised Plymouth Plan 
and the Climate Emergency Action Plan which is under 
review at the moment. New amendment to point 5 of 
Strategic Objective 1 to read ' Building strong and safe 
communities in good quality neighbourhoods with decent 
homes for all, health-promoting natural and built 
environments, community facilities and public spaces and 
accessible local services, alongside supporting large 
scale restoration of natural habitats and 
ecosystems.'. Point 6 of Strategic Objective 2 to read 
'Maintaining and enhancing Plymouth’s natural networks, 
providing the green and blue natural spaces needed to 
support the social and economic wellbeing of Plymouth, 
recognising its important role in managing climate 
change, achieving net-zero as well as safeguarding the 
natural environment for future generations'.   

28     Natural 
England Policies - Q4 

The policy could set out the new 
date by which the target to halve 
the 2005 emission rates will be 
met.  Natural England is supportive 
of an approach that applies the 
energy hierarchy however, if the 
Council identifies a need to offset 
residual emissions, then this policy 

Change 
to be 
made 

Policy GRO7 should have amended wording to read: 'The 
city will pursue the following approaches to deliver 
significant reductions in carbon emissions in Plymouth, 
aiming to achieve net-zero by 2030 through:' the 
Climate Change Emergency Action Plan which is currently 
under review sets out in further detail of the Council's 
approach. 
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might be the place to set out the 
plan for this. 

29     Natural 
England Policies - Q5 

Policy could include a commitment 
to ensure that climate change 
considerations meaningfully inform 
future decision-making relating to 
waste infrastructure. 

Change 
to be 
made 

‘The City will adopt an approach to waste management 
that strives to achieve the most sustainable solution with 
the minimisation of greenhouse gas emissions, 
subject to the constraints of feasibility and financial viability. 
As such, the City will proactively support the development 
of a circular economy to gain maximum value from 
materials and products by keeping resources in use for as 
long as possible, and then recovering material value at the 
end of life. In order to achieve this outcome, the City will 
review its policies and plans which currently support the 
city's waste management in the following order: 1. 
Prevention; 2. Preparing for reuse; 3. Recycling; 4. Other 
recovery; 5. Disposal, and will aim to achieve a 50 per cent 
recycling rate and a reduction in carbon emissions 
across the waste management hierarchy.’ 

30     Natural 
England Policies - Q6 

Points one and six could be 
updated to explain their role in 
achieving the newly accelerated 
climate emergency goals. It would 
also be beneficial if the policy 
explained the ‘green city’ concept. 
Can the contribution that this 
policy will make to achieve the 
climate emergency goals be 
quantified and set out in the policy 
or in the next review of the 
Climate Emergency Action Plan? 

Change 
to be 
made in 
part 

Agreed point 1 has been amended to state that the 
'ambitious carbon reduction emission targets (net-zero 
by 2030)' to ensure that the target is clear. The Green 
City concept is explained in paragraphs 6.32 and 6.33 
which follow the policy however this has also been 
amended to clearly state that the Council is 'working to 
achieve net-zero in the City by 2030'. The Climate 
Change Emergency Action Plan sets out how we intend to 
respond to city-wide climate emergency. It outlines 
Plymouth's current carbon emissions, the challenges 
associated with becoming carbon neutral. This document is 
currently also being reviewed by the Council and sets out 
in more detail how we will move towards this ambitious 
target. 

31     Natural 
England Policies - Q7 

The policy could set out how the 
delivery of the aims in this policy 
will be accelerated, and it would be 
beneficial if the contribution that 

Change 
to be 
made in 
part 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic processes into one place, further detail on how 
this achieved is set out in Delivery Plans such as the Local 
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this policy will make to achieve the 
climate emergency goals could be 
quantified and set out in the policy 
or in the next review of the 
Climate Emergency Action Plan. 

Transport Plan (LTP). Delivery Plans may need to be 
reviewed to further support the revised Plymouth Plan and 
the Climate Emergency Action Plan which is under review 
at the moment. In addition bullet 7 has been amended to 
read: Investing in and promoting the growth of an electric 
vehicle charging network, encouraging electric vehicle 
take-up and use and continuing to work with partners 
to reduce fossil-fuelled transport use and harness the 
benefits of alternative fuel technologies. 

32     Natural 
England Policies - Q8 

The policy could set out how the 
delivery of the aims in this policy 
will be accelerated, and it would be 
beneficial if the contribution that 
this policy will make to achieve the 
climate emergency goals could be 
quantified and set out in the policy 
or in the next review of the 
Climate Emergency Action Plan. 

No 
change 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic processes into one place, further detail on how 
this achieved is set out in Delivery Plans such as the Local 
Transport Plan (LTP). Delivery Plans may need to be 
reviewed to further support the revised Plymouth Plan and 
the Climate Emergency Action Plan which is under review 
at the moment. In addition bullet 7 of HEA6 has been 
amended to read: Investing in and promoting the growth of 
an electric vehicle charging network, encouraging electric 
vehicle take-up and use and continuing to work with 
partners to reduce fossil-fuelled transport use and harness 
the benefits of alternative fuel technologies. 

33     Natural 
England Policies - Q9 

The policy could set out how the 
delivery of the aims in this policy 
will be accelerated, and it would be 
beneficial if the contribution that 
this policy will make to achieve the 
climate emergency goals could be 
quantified and set out in the policy 
or in the next review of the 
Climate Emergency Action Plan. 

No 
change 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic processes into one place, further detail on how 
this achieved is set out in Delivery Plans such as the Local 
Transport Plan (LTP). Delivery Plans may need to be 
reviewed to further support the revised Plymouth Plan and 
the Climate Emergency Action Plan which is under review 
at the moment. 

34     Natural 
England Policies - Q10 

The policy could set out how the 
delivery of the aims in this policy 
will be accelerated, and it would be 
beneficial if the contribution that 

No 
change 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic planning processes into one place, further detail 
on how this achieved is set out in Delivery Plans which 
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this policy will make to achieve the 
climate emergency goals could be 
quantified and set out in the policy 
or in the next review of the 
Climate Emergency Action Plan. 

may need to be reviewed to further support the revised 
Plymouth Plan and the Climate Emergency Action Plan 
which is under review at the moment. 

35     Natural 
England Policies - Q11 

Recommended that policy GR06 - 
Delivering Plymouth’s Natural 
Network is included within the 
scope of the review of the 
Plymouth Plan due to the 
important role that the natural 
environment plays in meeting the 
challenges of climate change. The 
Council might need to identify 
nature-based carbon sequestration 
measures, in order to close the 
policy gap and meet the carbon 
neutrality goal by 2030. Policy 
GR06 could then set out how this 
is likely to be achieved. 

No 
change 

The importance of the natural environment in increasing 
resilience to climate change is already embedded within 
Policy GRO6.  

36   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   Theme 2 Question 

2 
Carbon neutrality should be added 
to include accountability. 

Change 
made 

Theme 2 has been amended to take account of the 
Council's objective to be ‘a net-zero city by 2030’. 

37   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   Question 3 

Interesting objectives with valid 
ideas, however a concrete action 
plan to achieve all of these is 
necessary. 

No 
change 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic policies into one place, further detail on how this 
achieved is set out in Delivery Plans. These Plans may need 
to be reviewed to further support the revised Plymouth 
Plan and the Climate Emergency Action Plan which itself is 
currently under review at the moment.  

38   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

  Question 1 

The various documents and visions 
repeatedly identify Plymouths 
waterfront location as a key asset 
and the City’s slogan as “Britain’s 
Ocean City” and then the 

No 
change 

Policy INT1 'Implementing Britain’s Ocean City' specifically 
sets further details on this subject including 'celebrating 
Plymouth's unique coastal location including both blue and 
green spaces and their links to physical activities, 
recreational opportunities and fishing industry through 
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objectives and emphasis on 
protecting, enhancing and link to 
the Ocean are limited/lost within 
the respective policies. 

achievement of National Marine Park status for the 
Plymouth Sound and its surrounds.  

39   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

  Question 1 

The various documents and visions 
repeatedly identify Plymouths 
waterfront location as a key asset 
and the City’s slogan as “Britain’s 
Ocean City” and then the 
objectives and emphasis on 
protecting, enhancing and link to 
the Ocean are limited/lost within 
the respective policies. 

No 
change 

Policy INT1 'Implementing Britain’s Ocean City' specifically 
sets further details on this subject including 'celebrating 
Plymouth's unique coastal location including both blue and 
green spaces and their links to physical activities, 
recreational opportunities and fishing industry through 
achievement of National Marine Park status for the 
Plymouth Sound and its surrounds.  

40   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

  Question 2 

“A Green City” we believe the 
Green City theme should not be 
limited to Carbon reduction. 
Access to high quality open space 
should also be an important 
consideration/strategy for delivery 
of the “Green City” theme. 

No 
change 

Policy GRO6 'Delivering Plymouth's natural network' sets 
out the importance of natural environment and that it is 
fully considered and embedded in the vison for the City. 
This natural network includes public open spaces, 
allotments, play areas, woodlands, trees, playing pitches 
and local green spaces amongst others. 

41   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

  Question 3 

Further consideration should be 
given to highlighting the Marine 
environment/Ocean as a key 
asset/benefit. The City has the 
opportunity to set the benchmark 
for marine/costal management 
protection and management. 

No 
change 

Policy INT1 'Implementing Britain’s Ocean City' specifically 
sets further details on this subject including 'celebrating 
Plymouth's unique coastal location including both blue and 
green spaces and their links to physical activities, 
recreational opportunities and fishing industry through 
achievement of National Marine Park status for the 
Plymouth Sound and its surrounds. The Plymouth Plan sets 
a shared direction of travel for the long term future of the 
city bringing together a number of strategic planning 
processes into one place, further detail on how this 
achieved is set out in topic specific Delivery Plans.  

42   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

  Question 4 
Carbon neutrality should underpin 
Plymouths Climate Emergency 
Strategy. 

Change 
to be 
made. 

Policy GRO7 should have amended wording to read: 'The 
city will pursue the following approaches to deliver 
significant reductions in carbon emissions in Plymouth, 
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aiming to achieve net-zero by 2030 through:' the 
Climate Change Emergency Action Plan which is currently 
under review sets out in further detail of the Council's 
approach. 

43   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

  Question 5 

The link between carbon neutral 
2030 and municipal waste 
management could be clearer, 
specifically in relation to district 
heating facility strategies. 

Change 
made in 
part. 

The policy supports and encourages waste recovery 
however to ensure that this links directly to the 
importance of carbon reduction the introduction of the 
policy has been amended to read 'The city will adopt an 
approach to waste management that strives to achieve the 
most sustainable solution with the minimisation of 
greenhouse gas emissions, subject to the constraints of 
feasibility and financial viability.' 

44   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

  Question 6 
Policy wording is sufficient and 
directly related to the climate 
emergency goals. 

No 
change. Comments noted. 

45   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

  Question 7 
Policy wording is sufficient and 
directly related to the climate 
emergency goals. 

No 
change. Comments noted. 

46   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

  Question 8 
Policy wording is sufficient and 
directly related to the climate 
emergency goals. 

No 
change. Comments noted. 

47   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

  Question 9 

Policy should set clear goals for all 
public transport carbon reduction 
and support the delivery of electric 
vehicle charging across Plymouth 
both retro fitted and delivery on 
new development (commercial and 
residential). 

Change 
made in 
part. 

Think this comment refers to Question 8 Policy GRO4 
'Using transport investment to drive growth' Agreed 
amend bullet 7 to read: Investing in and promoting the 
growth of an electric vehicle charging network, 
encouraging electric vehicle take-up and use and 
continuing to work with partners to reduce fossil-fuelled 
transport use and harness the benefits of alternative fuel 
technologies. 

48   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

  Question 10 
Policy wording is sufficient and 
directly related to the climate 
emergency goals. 

No 
change. Comments noted. 
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49   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

  Question 11 No further comments. No 
change. Comments noted. 

50       General 

The consultation does not explain 
what has been done since the 
emergency was declared, nor how 
PCC will lead the citizens in our 
attempts to ameliorate the effects. 
The consultation is: only available 
to those with reliable internet 
connections, suitable apparatus to 
connect, time to study complicated 
documents, who also have 
graduate level reading and 
comprehension skills. Even people 
with such skills are finding it 
daunting.   Individuals and groups 
have been invited to consult with 
PCC before, only to have their 
comments and suggestions ignored 
or watered down to be ineffective.  
It will not reach many residents, 
especially the deprived, who are 
barely managing to feed their 
families. Difficult to respond to via 
the consultation portal and having 
to keep referring between two 
different documents.  

No 
change. 

The consultation was for a very specific purpose on a high 
level policy document with a limited remit relating to 
policies and the climate emergency.  Additionally, it was 
undertaken during the Covid-19 pandemic limiting the 
ability for face to face engagement. There is a wider 
programme of engagement on the climate emergency 
taking place as part of the Climate Emergency Action Plan 
which will be much broader ranging and provide 
opportunities for people to engage further in this vital 
agenda. We want to enable anyone who wants to input to 
a consultation to do so and it is always helpful to get 
feedback where we don't achieve this as effectively as we 
could, this helps us with designing future consultations.  

51   I am a resident 
of Plymouth 

Plymouth City 
Council   

This document does not go far 
enough and fast enough. It needs to 
be viewed in light of covid-19 and 
how quickly and significantly life has 
changed. 

No 
change. 

Whilst Covid-19 has significantly changed the way we have 
all operated in the last 8 months the fundamental 
importance of the climate emergency is the same and the 
target agreed by the Council is already an ambitious target. 
The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic policies into one place, further detail on how this 
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achieved is set out in Delivery Plans. These Plans may need 
to be reviewed to further support the revised Plymouth 
Plan. The progress made to date on the Climate 
Emergency Action Plan is also being reviewed and an 
updated version will be published in the New Year.  

52   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   Question 1 

Do not need an airport, so it is 
positive that the focus is upon 
railway improvement.   The 
concern is that the documents talk 
about sustainable practice coming 
through developing the city  

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Plan covers a lot of areas including 
protecting green and blue spaces but in meeting the needs 
of the city this will often happen through change both in 
terms of new sustainable development and changing 
existing practices. 

53   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   Question 2 

The plan does not discuss the 
levels of offsetting required   The 
plan is honest that there is a policy 
gap even if all policies are achieved, 
but not how this will be addressed. 
Except lobbying and asking for 
more money.  

 No  

change 

This level of detail will be considered and developed 
through the Climate Emergency Action Plan and associated 
monitoring and delivery programmes. 

54       Question 1 

Please put the climate and 
biodiversity crises at the forefront 
of all new planning decisions. All 
public green spaces need more 
diverse planting e.g. native 
shrubs/flowers, less grass. Street 
furniture could be: wooden 
benches with attached planters 
containing some scented, tough 
plants e.g. rosemary, lavender, 
other herbs and vegetables and 
trellises for climbing ivy, 
honeysuckles, jasmines etc. with 
bird feeders, giving shade, 
information notices and invitations 
to pick produce.   Paving is likely to 
add to flooding risks. Employ 

No 
change. 

The importance of the natural environment in increasing 
resilience to climate change is already embedded within 
Policy GRO6. The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of 
travel for the long term future of the city bringing together 
a number of strategic planning processes into one place. 
The Council is currently updating the Climate Emergency 
Action Plan.  In addition the comments regarding the 
greening of the city will be passed to the relevant team. 
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“green” workers to source/make 
this sustainable street furniture, 
plant up and maintain it, facilitate 
volunteers, educate public about 
importance of re-greening city and 
help keep these public areas litter 
free. We have world class 
educational, research and 
manufacturing marine institutions, 
sailing, diving, water-sports centres 
and plans for a National Marine 
Park, already attracting visitors and 
commerce via rail, road or by sea. 
Upgrade public access to 
sea/beaches by repairing steps, 
piers, slipways, tidal swimming 
pools and provide public 
toilet/showering/changing facilities 
near the most frequented spots, 
enabling locals and visitor’s greater 
access to the water in our Ocean 
City. Have 2 tier pricing for public 
toilets/facilities, use of lido, 
aquarium, marinas etc., affordable 
for locals (average wages lower in 
Devon/Cornwall), more expensive 
for visitors, so we don't always end 
up subsidising visitors for using up 
our precious resources like fresh 
water. We should discourage 
tourism to and from abroad, 
because flying must be reduced. 
Make staycations pleasanter by 
making the city cleaner and 
healthier for all.  



 

23 

 

OFFICIAL 

Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

55       Question 2 

The plan states, “The City aspires 
to be amongst the greenest and 
most sustainable places in 
Europe...” Really! The litter and 
waste we produce is very visible in 
our parks, streets, at bus stops, on 
the beaches, in the rivers and sea - 
hardly welcoming sights for 
visitors. We don't have any 
sensible method of change 
regarding sending food waste to be 
incinerated when we have an 
anaerobic digester nearby, which 
not only generates power from 
food waste, but the residue is used 
to replenish soil. I've heard MVV 
has a 25 year contract, which 
negates rapid change. We do not 
need so many new buildings, 
rather, update and make better use 
of those we have, uncover and re-
wild many paved spaces to re-
introduce more nature.  We must 
consume less, recycle and re-use 
instead of buying new.  A “leading 
green city” could use the Covid-19 
situation resulting in the 
cancellation of many public events 
as an opportunity to change e.g. no 
more public fireworks displays. The 
chemicals toxins damage the 
environment, raining down onto 
the soil and into the rivers. You 
can smell the air and see the 
smoke after fireworks.   Now is 
the time to forego fireworks for 

No 
Change. 

Comments noted. The Council seeks to deal with litter in 
a clear and effective way including both street cleaning and 
changing people’s attitudes to dropping litter in the first 
place. It is acknowledged that technologies surrounding 
climate change are improving all the time they are often 
expensive in the first instance so there needs to be a level 
of assurance for the operator that the investment can be 
justified. The Plan seeks to support the reuse and 
regeneration of buildings/areas which would result in 
sustainable buildings and uses along the greening of the 
city. 
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more sustainable light displays such 
as the “No New Worlds” display.  

56       Question 3 

PCC spends too much 
time/resources on consultations 
which few can respond to and not 
enough implementing what has 
already been signed up to; leaders 
do not seem to appreciate that the 
climate and biodiversity crises are 
the most significant catastrophes 
affecting the whole world right 
now. Quicker policy change is 
required. PCC must be able to 
adapt to rapidly changing situations, 
and implement policies to make 
the necessary changes.  

No 
change 

The declaration of a Climate Emergency by the Council 
highlights the importance of this issue and the reason for 
this update of the Plan to deal with climate change. The 
Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the long 
term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic policies into one place, further detail on how this 
achieved is set out in Delivery Plans. The progress made to 
date on the Climate Emergency Action Plan is also being 
reviewed and an updated version will be published in the 
New Year.  

57       Question 4 

Needs to be re-thought, updated 
and flexible enough to incorporate 
new science-based information as it 
becomes available. Planners must 
ensure new buildings incorporate 
all the latest technology including 
green roofs, walls, rain water 
storage. They should only be built 
on land already earmarked, or to 
replace obsolete buildings. No 
more encroaching further into the 
countryside. Transport policies 
need revising and existing laws 
need to be policed properly. 

Change 
made in 
part. 

Comments noted. Wording should be amended to ensure 
that the target of achieving net-zero by 2030 is at the heart 
of the policy. The Council strongly encourages the use of 
green technologies and the regeneration of existing 
buildings and brownfield land with more sustainable 
replacements. Whilst this is the case it is still the case that 
with growing populations development will often encroach 
onto greenfield locations however the Plymouth Plan and 
its supporting delivery plans such as the Joint Local Plan 
ensures that this is done in the most sustainable locations. 
The Council's Transport Strategy seeks to encourage 
public transport, walking and cycling as well as supporting 
green technologies and infrastructure. 

58       Question 5 

There is considerable wastage of 
food.  You must start using local 
knowledge and expertise, liaising 
better with those trying to support 
you and treating them with due 

No 
Change. 

Comments noted. The Plymouth Plan sets a shared 
direction of travel for the long term future of the city 
bringing together a number of strategic policies into one 
place, further detail on how this achieved is set out in 
Delivery Plans. These Plans may need to be reviewed to 
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respect for their wisdom and 
willingness to help deal with an 
emergency which affects us all.  
Therefore the plans for “growth” 
will need to be re-thought. 

further support the revised Plymouth Plan. The Council is 
always happy to hear views on how this can be achieved. 

59       Question 6 

 New information must be 
incorporated and implemented 
with great urgency. We now have 
an electric ferry boat and more on 
the way. Using one from an 
Oreston slipway across the Plym 
to a landing stage near Shapters 
Way could give cyclists and 
pedestrians a healthier route to the 
city centre than negotiating Laira 
Bridge.  

Change 
made in 
part. 

Point 1 has been amended to state that the 'ambitious 
carbon reduction emission targets (net-zero by 2030)' to 
ensure that the target is clear, in addition The Green City 
concept is explained in paragraphs 6.32 and 6.33 which 
follow the policy however this has also been amended to 
clearly state that the Council is 'working to achieve net-
zero in the City by 2030'. The Climate Change Emergency 
Action Plan sets out how we intend to respond to city-
wide climate emergency. It outlines Plymouth's current 
carbon emissions, the challenges associated with becoming 
carbon neutral. This document is currently also being 
reviewed by the Council and sets out in more detail how 
we will move towards this ambitious target. In addition 
Point 7 of HEA6 has been amended to read ‘Investing in 
and promoting the growth of an electric vehicle charging 
network encouraging electric vehicle take-up and 
use and continuing to work with partners to harness the 
benefits of alternative fuel technologies in both land 
and marine environments’. 

 

60       Question 7 

Of course it should be linked. You 
could review all roundabouts and 
junctions on the Plymouth Strategic 
Cycle Network for safety and 
coherence to encourage more 
people to cycle instead of using 
cars; Adopt the Sherford to 
Plymouth Cycle Expressway; revise 
existing roads to include provision 
for cycling and walking to meet the 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Plan and its supporting delivery 
plans are very supportive in sustainable transport options. 
Transport planning and investment can play a significant 
role in delivering a healthy city in three primary ways. 
Firstly, through encouraging active travel such as walking 
and cycling, with the significant direct health benefits that 
are derived from physical exercise; secondly, through 
making it easier for people to get to services they need for 
their personal well-being and the things that will help them 
live healthier lives; and thirdly, through designing a safer, 
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latest standards set by Sustrans and 
Transport for London.   Covid-19 
means many are afraid to use 
public transport. PCC must 
urgently ensure walking, scooting 
and cycling routes are safe for 
wheelchairs, buggies, scooters, 
cycles and pedestrians to interact 
with each other, and the climate 
emergency makes it imperative to 
reduce transport emissions. That 
means overcoming our reliance on 
cars, by making cycling and walking 
safe and quicker than car travel for 
short journeys and public transport 
cleaner, more comfortable and 
affordable for longer journeys. 
Achieving this would mean giving 
pedestrians and cyclists priority at 
junctions, increasing car parking 
charges and converting some 
carriageways to cycle tracks. 

more accessible and more environmentally sustainable 
transport system. 
The Council is very aware of the issues around public 
transport resulting from Covid-19 and is working with 
public transport providers to address this ongoing issue. 

61       Question 8 

Question 8: Yes, it should be 
incorporated, but not to drive 
growth, rather to improve the 
quality of life for all.  I question the 
need for new local roads. Instead, 
make what we already have safer 
for all users. That means 
pavements and walkways which 
cannot be easily mounted by 
vehicles; better footpaths, tracks, 
walkways away from roads; 
separating cycle lanes from 
motorised traffic, perhaps by 
making dual carriageways one lane 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Plan and its supporting delivery 
plans are very supportive in sustainable transport options. 
Transport planning and investment can play a significant 
role in delivering a healthy city in three primary ways. 
Firstly, through encouraging active travel such as walking 
and cycling, with the significant direct health benefits that 
are derived from physical exercise; secondly, through 
making it easier for people to get to services they need for 
their personal well-being and the things that will help them 
live healthier lives; and thirdly, through designing a safer, 
more accessible and more environmentally sustainable 
transport system. 
Quality of life and growing populations have to be balanced 
to ensure that this is done in the most sustainable way 
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for motorised vehicles and one for 
cycles, electric scooters/faster 
wheelchairs. We should be 
discouraging unnecessary travel 
and encouraging better use of 
technology for communication.   I 
question the emphasis on growth 
and prefer quality of life instead of 
overcrowding.  

possible. The Council's Transport Strategy seeks to 
encourage public transport, walking and cycling as well as 
supporting green technologies and infrastructure. 

62       Question 9 

There is far too much emphasis on 
private vehicle usage and not 
enough on enabling people to 
move around easily, safe from 
traffic. Smaller public transport 
vehicles are needed to serve areas 
with access problems. We would 
not need more charging points if 
not owning/keeping a vehicle was 
incentivised, hire schemes were 
simpler and more readily available 
here and more electric ferries 
were in use for those living on the 
other side of the Plym.  Many car 
parking places could revert to their 
original purposes as gardens with 
incentives for fruit and vegetable 
growing; encouraging produce 
sharing. There would be less 
pollution from rubber tyres, brake 
linings, oil droplets, etc. 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Plan and its supporting delivery 
plans are very supportive in sustainable transport options. 
Transport planning and investment can play a significant 
role in delivering a healthy city in three primary ways. 
Firstly, through encouraging active travel such as walking 
and cycling, with the significant direct health benefits that 
are derived from physical exercise; secondly, through 
making it easier for people to get to services they need for 
their personal well-being and the things that will help them 
live healthier lives; and thirdly, through designing a safer, 
more accessible and more environmentally sustainable 
transport system. 
However changing technologies mean that there will still 
be significant use of private vehicles and so the approach 
seeks to create the more sustainable use of both public 
and private transport. 

63       Question 10 

Plans need to be flexible for timely 
introductions of new community 
schemes.  Such projects with small 
scale energy demand and 
generation assets should be built 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Plymouth Plan is already very 
supportive of proposals that reduce energy use and 
increases sustainability. It takes this approach in order that 
new and emerging technologies will still be supported 
through these policies. The Plan sets a shared direction of 
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into emerging local energy 
markets. Planners will need to 
facilitate this, making sure that such 
projects enshrine the “do no 
further environmental damage”. 

travel for the long term future of the city bringing together 
a number of strategic policies into one place, further detail 
on how this achieved is set out in Topic area Delivery 
Plans.  

64       Question 11 

How you consult with more 
members of the public needs to be 
improved. Key councillors need to 
be better informed about climate 
and biodiversity, so they can lead 
effectively.  A Climate Emergency 
has been declared, so all 
council actions and directives 
should be carried out to mitigate 
the effects. 

No 
Change. 

The Council is always seeking better ways to engage with 
the public, in this case Covid-19 restrictions have affected 
the ways in which this has possible. The Council is 
informed about Climate Change and has set itself a bold 
and ambitious target in declaring a climate emergency and 
is currently updating its Climate Emergency Action Plan. 

65   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

Plymouth 
Citybus Question 1 

On international City there needs 
to be more information on digital 
connectivity and infrastructure. 

No 
change. 

Improving digital connectivity is supported and encouraged 
as part of Policy GRO1 and highlighted in the glimpse of a 
growing city highlighted that 'key digital infrastructure 
projects have been delivered. 

66     
The Road 
Haulage 
Association 

Question 8 

Road freight transportation is one 
of the most difficult sectors to 
decarbonise, while maintaining the 
customer-focussed, efficient and 
cost-effective movement of goods. 
Unlike cars and vans, the UK 
Government’s Road to Zero 
(2018) strategy does not specify a 
timescale to shape the technical 
journey to decarbonise HGVs. 
Accordingly, we would caution 
against the Council contemplating 
measures that link HGV-related 
CO2 emission standards to a 
carbon neutrality goal of 2030. 
 

No 
change 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic processes into one place, further detail on how 
this achieved is set out in Delivery Plans such as the Local 
Transport Plan (LTP). Delivery Plans may need to be 
reviewed to further support the revised Plymouth Plan and 
the Climate Emergency Action Plan which is under review 
at the moment. 
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Policymakers need to adopt a co-
ordinated evidence-based approach 
to overcome the technical 
challenges to decarbonise the 
HGV-sector upon which all can act, 
including national, regional and 
local governments. Proper 
planning, good quality information, 
a supportive regulatory framework 
and clear ways forward in 
developing lower carbon solutions 
are needed. This will then create 
the level of certainty needed to 
allow hauliers to invest-with-
confidence in the desired 
technology to reduce carbon 
emissions. 
 
Well-designed standards, phased in 
sustainably as market supply allows, 
works well for everyone. 

67       Question 1 

Growth should not be at the 
expense of preserving the natural 
world. It should not include 
building on green spaces, financially 
supporting the cutting down of 
rainforests, use of unsustainable 
fossil fuels or supporting 
corporations whose business relies 
on those things. The city's future 
must include a strong focus on 
renewable energy. No new builds 
should take place on green spaces, 
and any others should seriously 
consider avoiding housing in favour 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Plan covers a lot of areas including 
protecting green and blue spaces, supporting renewables 
and reducing existing carbon emissions but in meeting the 
needs of the city this will often happen through change 
both in terms of new sustainable development and 
changing existing practices. Whilst this is the case it is still 
the case that with growing populations development will 
often encroach onto greenfield locations however the 
Plymouth Plan and its supporting delivery plans such as the 
Joint Local Plan ensures that this is done in the most 
sustainable locations. 
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of providing open green areas and 
nature corridors. 

68       Question 2 

Carbon neutrality and green 
development must be the focus of 
all future endeavours. The new 
builds at Sherford have been an 
excellent example of how 
construction fails to address 
environmental concerns. The 
construction of the new town has 
not apparently taken into account 
pathways for animals to safely pass 
through, has overtaken yet more 
green land for houses rather than 
reusing already existing empty 
structures and most houses 
apparently do not come with pre-
installed solar panels. 

No 
change. 

Comments noted.  Whilst this is the case it is still the case 
that with growing populations development will often 
encroach onto greenfield locations such as Sherford 
however the Plymouth Plan and its supporting delivery 
plans such as the Joint Local Plan ensures that this is done 
in the most sustainable locations. Sherford has already seen 
significant investment in eco-friendly initiative’s including 
creating wildlife corridors and planting, in addition the 
scheme also sees the creation of a 500 acre community 
park. 

69       Question 3 

The council claims to be 
committed to encouraging 
biodiversity and rewilding, but 
council employees are still going to 
community parks and orchards, 
mowing all the wild flowers down 
before they have a chance to seed 
and flail cutting hedges destroying 
insect and bird habitats. The 
council continues to authorise new 
construction without proper 
environmental safeguards, still 
allows the culling of badgers and 
does not respond adequately to 
reports of environmental damage 

No 
change 

The Council is committed safeguarding biodiversity. Policy 
GRO6 'Delivering Plymouth's natural network' sets out the 
importance of natural environment and that it is fully 
considered and embedded in the vison for the City. This 
natural network includes public open spaces, allotments, 
play areas, woodlands, trees, playing pitches and local 
green spaces, statutory and non-statutory designated sites, 
strategic greenspace areas, undeveloped coast, strategic 
landscape areas, protected landscape areas and marine area 
all of which are vitally important in safeguarding 
biodiversity. Badgers and the sets they live are protected 
from development by an act of Parliament. 

70       Question 4 Focus needs to move from building 
new transport links, and the 

No 
change 

Improving digital connectivity which enables successful 
home working is already supported and encouraged as part 
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environmental destruction that 
comes with them, to encouraging 
distance work and working from 
home where possible. 

of Policy GRO1 and highlighted in the glimpse of a growing 
city highlighted that 'key digital infrastructure projects have 
been delivered. The impact of new road schemes in terms 
of environmental impact along with the social and 
economic benefit is always carefully considered before 
being agreed.  

71       Question 5 

Encouraging reusable packaging, 
avoiding food waste and reduction 
of single use plastic is essential to 
environmental sustainability. 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. Agreed that avoiding unnecessary 
packaging and food waste is important and the Council 
supports its reduction. 

72       Question 6 

Revamping buses to be both 
environmentally sustainable and 
more pleasant for passengers is 
important, as is providing other 
transport options for walkers and 
cyclists. I would also like to see 
funding made available for further 
research into tidal and wave energy 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Plan is already very supportive of 
both sustainable public transport and the use of new and 
emerging renewable energy sources. 

73       Question 7 

Given the Covid situation, buses 
would need some additions for 
people to feel confident in their 
use. Cycle routes are often unsafe 
as they are not joined up, often 
ending in the middle of busy roads. 
The same is true of foot paths in 
some areas. Improvements would 
need to be made to encourage 
walking and cycling. 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Council is very aware of the issues 
around public transport resulting from Covid-19 and is 
working with public transport providers to address this 
ongoing issue. The Plan and its supporting delivery plans 
are very supportive in sustainable transport options. 
Transport planning and investment can play a significant 
role in delivering a healthy city in three primary ways. 
Firstly, through encouraging active travel such as walking 
and cycling, with the significant direct health benefits that 
are derived from physical exercise; secondly, through 
making it easier for people to get to services they need for 
their personal well-being and the things that will help them 
live healthier lives; and thirdly, through designing a safer, 
more accessible and more environmentally sustainable 
transport system. 
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74       Question 8 

Environmental concerns must be 
prioritised over construction of 
transport links. If there will be an 
environmental impact caused by 
building new roads (which is almost 
impossible to avoid) they shouldn't 
be constructed. 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The impact of new road schemes in 
terms of environmental impact along with the social and 
economic benefit is always carefully considered before 
being agreed.  

75       Question 9 

There are already too many hotels 
filling the 4-5 star slot, the city 
needs to encourage lower cost 
places to stay and eat. Not 
everything needs to be a top of the 
line establishment, there need to 
be many more affordable options. 
Don't incur debts to build new 
infrastructure when the current 
infrastructure could do the job 
with minor improvements, and 
don't build on green spaces or cut 
down trees to make room.  

No 
change. 

Comments noted on the range and quality of tourist 
accommodation. Policy GRO6 'Delivering Plymouth's 
natural network' sets out the importance of natural 
environment and that it is fully considered and embedded 
in the vison for the City. This natural network includes 
public open spaces, allotments, play areas, woodlands, 
trees, playing pitches and local green spaces amongst 
others. 

76       Question 10 

There needs to be a greater focus 
on use of existing houses over new 
builds, far greater scrutiny of 
environmental protections during 
the planning process, mandatory 
inclusion of solar panels in all new 
builds, mandatory green space 
provisions and strong sanctions if 
environmental promises made 
during planning are not 
upheld.   The new builds at 
Sherford have been an excellent 
example of how construction fails 
to address environmental 
concerns. The construction of the 

No 
change 

The Council strongly encourages the use of green 
technologies and the regeneration of existing buildings and 
brownfield land with more sustainable replacements. 
Whilst this is the case it is still the case that with growing 
populations development will often encroach onto 
greenfield locations however the Plymouth Plan and its 
supporting delivery plans such as the Joint Local Plan 
ensures that this is done in the most sustainable locations. 
Sherford has already seen significant investment in eco-
friendly initiative’s including creating wildlife corridors and 
planting, in addition the scheme also sees the creation of a 
500 acre community park. 
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new town has not apparently taken 
into account pathways for animals 
to safely pass through, has 
overtaken yet more green land for 
houses rather than reusing. 
Another good example is the 
construction of houses around 
Hooe Lake. Planning permission 
indicated that the ecosystems 
around the edge of the lake would 
be left intact. This has not been 
kept to, the entire lake edge beside 
Barton Road was dug out and 
rebuilt, destroying all the 
ecosystems therein. 

77       Question 11 

The environmental impact of their 
activities and this must be factored 
into all decisions. It effects 
everything from planning to 
maintenance of parks and open 
spaces. There must be a focus on 
increasing biodiversity, creating 
additional green spaces and linking 
the ones that already exist.  The 
ecosystem is a delicate web of 
interconnected species which must 
be preserved if humanity intends to 
keep living on this planet. 

No 
change 

Comments noted. The Council agrees that the impact on 
the environment is important and the declaration of a 
climate emergency states its intent to make a difference. 

78   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

Plymouth 
Citybus Question 2 

Is the timescale realistic? Buses 
have a 12-15 year write down. 
Euro 6 Carbon certified buses 
entered service in Dec 2019, which 
have a book value until December 
2034. Average age of a car is 8.2 
years, so we are already behind the 

No 
change 

The Council is aware that the climate emergency sets an 
ambitious target but considers that the target needs to be 
ambitious to drive the process of change. 



 

34 

 

OFFICIAL 

Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

curve in clean fuel cars on the 
road. The average age of a scrap 
car is 13.9 years, meaning if a new 
car is purchased now, on average it 
will be scraped in 2034.    

79   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

Plymouth 
Citybus Question 3 

On healthy city, there needs to 
include that no one should be dying 
earlier than necessary. 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Council is aware that there is a 
difference in life expectancy across different parts of the 
City and both Strategic Objective 1 and policy HEA1 seek 
to reduce health inequalities and improve health and 
wellbeing.  

80   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

Plymouth 
Citybus Question 4 

Updated policy should include 
public transport and the propulsion 
of vehicles, be that hydrogen or 
any other green fuel, be that 0% at 
tail pipe or 0% well to wheel.  

Change 
made. 

Policy GRO7 should have amended wording to read: 'The 
city will pursue the following approaches to deliver 
significant reductions in carbon emissions in Plymouth, 
aiming to achieve net-zero by 2030 through:' the 
Climate Change Emergency Action Plan which is currently 
under review sets out in further detail of the Council's 
approach. However HEA6 sets out how to achieve a safe, 
accessible, sustainable and health enabling transport system 
and wording has been amended to include 'designing 
transport infrastructure projects to take full account of the 
needs of all users, the wider community and place shaping 
needs of the area, whilst also helping to minimise air 
quality, carbon emissions and noise pollution'. 

81   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

Plymouth 
Citybus Question 7 

The reference to public transport 
system that everyone can use will 
heavily rely on access and facilities 
for the public transport system to 
be embedded in the 
neighbourhoods. Congestion is not 
mentioned. With electric vehicles 
this does not reduce congestion. 
There needs to be a link and 
mention of active travel. Linking 
walking / cycling with public 
transport. Joining the networks up 

No 
change. 

Policies relating to the management of congestion are 
found in the Joint Local Plan.  The Plymouth Plan and its 
supporting delivery plans are very supportive in sustainable 
transport options. 
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to make a sustainable network, 
with proper multi modal 
interchanges.  

82   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

Plymouth 
Citybus Question 8 

More emphasis on the total TTW 
area of Plymouth, which includes 
South East Cornwall. A Park and 
Ride site for the area to link into 
Plymouth. Multi Modal Transport 
Hub.  City Centre infrastructure 
needs more emphasis to allow the 
high street to recover.  

No 
change. 

Comments noted. These matters are picked up in the Joint 
Local Plan.    

83   
I represent a 
private sector 
organisation 

Plymouth 
Citybus Question 9 

Define low carbon. Low carbon is 
not carbon neutral. Public 
transport not only is cleaner for 
the air per passenger, but is also a 
fighter of congestion. Something 
that electric cars are not. 

No 
change. 

The Climate Emergency Action Plan, defines carbon 
neutrality as the point when we achieve a net zero carbon 
budget by getting as close to zero greenhouse 
gas emissions as possible by 2030, and then offsetting any 
residual emissions via other credible initiatives. While 
there is still likely to be private vehicles using our roads 
technologies such as electric vehicles combined with 
private transport and encouraging and facilitating walking 
and cycling will create more sustainable travel patterns. 

84   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   Question 2 Theme must refer to Plymouth 

being carbon neutral by 2030. 
Change 
made. 

The Plan vision should be amended to include the net-zero 
by 2030 and in doing so highlights the importance that the 
Council takes a comprehensive and co-ordinated approach 
to the climate emergency. 

85   I am a resident 
of Plymouth   Question 7 - 

HEA6 

Using the planning system to 
provide walking and cycling routes 
is good but it does not go far 
enough.  There are many existing 
cycling routes that have degraded 
over the years and are not 
adequately maintained.  These 
routes are narrow and rough and 
uneven, but in reality they need to 
be wider and smoother.  The vast 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Council is committed to increasing 
the amount of new cycle and pedestrian networks and 
improving and maintaining the existing network. These 
comments will be passed onto the relevant teams dealing 
with any review of any supporting delivery plan. 
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potential for cycle use, especially 
with the advent of electric bikes, 
would be realised if these paths 
were significantly upgraded.  The 
same is the case for path 
maintenance. 

86   I am a resident 
of Plymouth     Youtube video about using Hemp 

for food, fuel, fabric, paper. 
No 
change. Comments noted. 

87     
Climate 
Action 
Plymouth 

Question 7 

With regard to transport, we 
believe that combustion-free 
mobility should be a key theme. 
Major development of walking and 
cycling infrastructure is needed. 
We wish to see development of an 
effective, combustion-free and 
integrated public transport system. 
Where individual vehicle use is 
necessary, we wish to see the use 
of electrical vehicles incentivised. 
Please refer to the attached 
document Combustion Free 
Mobility for Plymouth. 

Change 
made in 
part. 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic processes into one place, further detail on how 
this achieved is set out in Delivery Plans such as the Local 
Transport Plan (LTP). Delivery Plans may need to be 
reviewed to further support the revised Plymouth Plan and 
the Climate Emergency Action Plan which is under review 
at the moment. In addition bullet 7 has been amended to 
read: Investing in and promoting the growth of an electric 
vehicle charging network, encouraging electric vehicle 
take-up and use and continuing to work with partners 
to reduce fossil-fuelled transport use and harness the 
benefits of alternative fuel technologies. 

88     
Plymouth 
Cycling 
Campaign 

Question 1 

 Suggest add to Plymouth as a 
healthy city: Each neighbourhood 
has good access to local 
employment opportunities, and a 
transport system that protects the 
environment, facilitates encourages 
healthy lifestyles and a network of 
routes that offers everyone the 
opportunity to travel safely to 
school, work and around the city 
without a car in clean air. Plymouth 
as an International city: we would 
like to see included Plymouth 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Healthy City Strategic Objective 
are supports providing a safe, efficient, accessible and 
health enabling transport network which supports freedom 
of movement an active travel and promotes low-carbon 
lifestyles that are beneficial to physical and mental health. In 
addition Policy HEA6 seeks to deliver the strategic cycle 
network and facilities for cyclists, while INT3 seeks to 
deliver the national cycle network. 
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recognised as a cycling hub, 
connecting, through the Roscoff 
and Santander ferries, the Eurovelo 
Cycle and the Tour de Manche 
leisure cycling routes to Plymouth, 
South West and UK national 
cycling networks, attracting cycle 
tourism and revenue 

89     
Plymouth 
Cycling 
Campaign 

Question 2 We think this is ok No 
change. Comments noted. 

90     
Plymouth 
Cycling 
Campaign 

Question 3 

We propose adding: support will 
be provided to engage more 
people in to adopting healthier 
forms of travel, including those 
people experiencing poverty, ill-
heath or lack of confidence,. This 
could include training, community 
support and access to bicycle and 
equipment loan schemes and cycle 
hire STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 2 - 
DELIVERING A GROWING CITY 
Delivering a sustainable transport 
network that supports Plymouth’s 
long term growth STRATEGIC 
OBJECTIVE 3 - DELIVERING THE 
INTERNATIONAL CITY 
Recognising Plymouth 
internationally as a leading green 
city Add: Plymouth recognised 
internationally as a cycling hub, 
connecting local, UK and 
international cycling networks 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Healthy City Strategic Objective 
are supports providing a safe, efficient, accessible and 
health enabling transport network which supports freedom 
of movement an active travel and promotes low-carbon 
lifestyles that are beneficial to physical and mental health. In 
addition Policy HEA6 seeks to deliver the strategic cycle 
network and facilities for cyclists, while INT3 seeks to 
deliver the national cycle network. Further detail is set out 
in the Local Transport Plan. 
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91     
Plymouth 
Cycling 
Campaign 

Question 4 

Yes GRO7 - REDUCING 
CARBON EMISSIONS AND 
ADAPTING TO CLIMATE 
CHANGE Seeking solutions that 
reduce the need to travel, and 
facilitate the move towards 
sustainable modes of travel should 
refer to climate emergency target. 

Change 
made 

GRO7 has been amended to include climate emergency 
target. 

92     
Plymouth 
Cycling 
Campaign 

Question 6 

INT6 - Reducing transport related 
carbon emissions by offering an 
efficient, accessible and attractive 
choice of sustainable travel options 
for all sectors of the community, 
visitors, businesses and commuters 
within pleasant and secure 
environments and actively 
supporting the transition to low 
emission vehicles 

Change 
made. 

Point 3 amended to read: Reducing transport related 
carbon emissions by offering an efficient, 'accessible' and 
attractive choice of sustainable travel options for all 
sectors of the community, visitors, businesses and 
commuters within pleasant and secure environments and 
actively supporting the transition to low emission vehicles. 

93     
Plymouth 
Cycling 
Campaign 

Question 7 

Amend policy to read: 1. Using the 
planning process to: deliver safe 
and convenient facilities for 
walking, cycling and public 
transport; address air quality, 
carbon emissions and noise 
pollution; actively promote and 
facilitate sustainable travel choices 
and low impact neighbourhoods 
2. Designing transport 
infrastructure projects to take full 
account of the needs of all users, 
the wider community and place 
shaping needs of the area, whilst 
also helping to minimise air quality 
and noise pollution. 
3. Facilitating and encouraging 

Change 
made in 
part. 

Policy HEA6 Delivering a safe, efficient, accessible, 
sustainable and health-enabling transport system has been 
amended in part to read: 
 
1. Using the planning process to: 
i. deliver safe and convenient facilities for walking, cycling 
and public transport; 
ii. address air quality, carbon emissions and noise pollution; 
iii. actively promote and facilitate sustainable travel 
choices and quiet connected communities. 
 
2. Designing transport infrastructure projects to take full 
account of the needs of all users, the wider community and 
place shaping needs of the area, whilst also helping to 
minimise air quality, carbon emissions and noise 
pollution. 
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walking and cycling through 
protecting the amenity and safety 
of the public realm, avoiding street 
clutter and other unnecessary 
obstructions and structures and 
parked cars, making specific 
provision for people with 
disabilities, and maintaining and 
improving the Public Rights of Way 
network. This includes ensuring 
separate paths for cyclists and 
walkers 
4. Delivering the Strategic Cycle 
Network and facilities for cyclists 
which encourage both recreational 
cycling and the greater and 
inclusive use of cycling as a primary 
mode of transport, including to 
school and work.  Working with 
employers to promote healthy 
travel to work including the 
evidence for benefits such as 
improved employee health and 
efficiency  

4. Delivering the Strategic Cycle Network and facilities for 
cyclists which encourage both recreational cycling and the 
greater and inclusive use of cycling as a primary mode of 
transport. 
 
7. Investing in and promoting the growth of an electric 
vehicle charging network encouraging electric vehicle 
take-up and use and continuing to work with partners 
to harness the benefits of alternative fuel technologies in 
both land and marine environments. 

94     
Plymouth 
Cycling 
Campaign 

Question 8 

Amend elements of GRO4 - 
USING TRANSPORT 
INVESTMENT TO DRIVE 
GROWTH to read:  
The city will deliver targeted 
integrated transport measures to 
help support the sustainable 
growth of Plymouth, in accordance 
with the vision, objectives and 
policies of the Joint Local Plan. 
These include: 
 

No 
change. 

The policy as worded already sets out a positive and 
flexible approach to transport investment.  
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4. Working with partners to 
promote improved and more 
resilient local rail services, through 
developing and communicating the 
Plymouth/Devon Metro concept, 
reinstating the Tavistock to 
Plymouth branch line and 
investigating the need for new rail 
stations. This needs to include 
increased availability and 
accessibility of cycle spaces on 
trains. In addition passenger ferries 
(e.g. Cremyll ferry) need to be 
upgraded to enable people to load 
heavier bikes e.g. e-bikes, loaded 
tourers or bike trailers 
 
5. Improving facilities and services 
to encourage cycling, including 
continued delivery of Plymouth's 
Strategic Cycle Network. This 
needs stronger wording  e.g. ‘this 
includes supportive measures 
which will enable new and 
returning cyclists, including those 
experiencing health issues or low 
income, to access cycling and ride 
in confidence thus contributing to 
an inclusive modal shift to cycling 
6. Investing in a range of measures 
to enable and encourage more 
journeys to be made on foot, 
including maintaining and expanding 
the network of Public Rights Of 
Way and trails. 
7. Continuing to support and 
where feasible expand Community 
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Transport schemes. 
8. Supporting and promoting car 
sharing, the establishment of 
coordinated car clubs in new 
developments and consider 
introduction of congestion 
charging. 
9. Developing our Intelligent 
Transport Systems to increase the 
efficiency of the highway network 
to make best use of its assets. 
10. Partnership working with 
neighbouring authorities and 
Highways England to ensure 
effective operation of the local and 
strategic road network, cycling 
networks and the interface 
between the three 
12. Management of demand for 
travel through the application of 
accessibility based car parking 
standards, charging policy for car 
parks to discourage commuting by 
car, reduced on-road parking and 
targeted fiscal based management 
strategies in major employment 
locations. 

95     
Plymouth 
Cycling 
Campaign 

Question 9 

We believe disinvesting in road 
development in order to fund 
healthy and greener travel options, 
along with congestion charging, is 
essential if Plymouth is serious 
about achieving carbon neutral 
status by 2030. We note that you 
propose making Improvements to 
the strategic road networks that 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Plan and its supporting delivery 
plans are very supportive in sustainable transport options. 
Transport planning and investment can play a significant 
role in delivering a healthy city in three primary ways. 
Firstly, through encouraging active travel such as walking 
and cycling, with the significant direct health benefits that 
are derived from physical exercise; secondly, through 
making it easier for people to get to services they need for 
their personal well-being and the things that will help them 
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connect Plymouth and South West 
Devon. If Plymouth is serious 
about achieving carbon neutrality, 
reducing car use and increasing 
healthy travel it is vital that 
addressing gaps in the strategic 
cycle network are given the same 
(we would argue greater) priority  

live healthier lives; and thirdly, through designing a safer, 
more accessible and more environmentally sustainable 
transport system. 
There is still likely to be private vehicles using our roads 
but technologies such as electric vehicles combined with 
private transport and encouraging and facilitating walking 
and cycling will create more sustainable travel patterns. 

96     Historic 
England Question 1 

 We recognise that the historic 
environment sector must 
contribute to reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions, so as to minimise 
the most harmful impacts of 
climate change.  We recognise the 
importance of climate change 
mitigation and adaptation as part of 
building resilience for the historic 
environment. We believe that 
energy efficiency, sustainable 
technology and reducing carbon 
emissions can be compatible with 
the conservation of our heritage. 
Research by Historic England has 
found that retaining, reusing, 
refurbishing and retrofitting 
existing buildings should be a 
priority for meeting the 
Government’s net zero carbon 
target by 2050, taking into account 
their embodied carbon. It has also 
shown that we can reduce the 
carbon emissions of historic 
buildings by over 60% by 2050 if 
we take a whole of life carbon 
approach. Given this, we suggest 
that the glimpses could usefully be 

Change 
made in 
part. 

Comments noted. The Council is committed to protecting 
its historic environment and alongside existing national 
legislation sets out more detailed policies within the Joint 
Local Plan against which any new development will be 
assessed. This combination ensures that there is strong 
protection in place for the historic environment. The 
importance of the historic environment is already 
referenced in the glimpses of a healthy, growing and 
international city however this has been supplemented by 
referring to the 'historic' waterfront. Other points raised 
such as embodied carbon will be passed onto the relevant 
teams to ensure they are considered during subsequent 
reviews of delivery plans and strategies. 
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expanded and/or updated to give 
examples of: how Plymouth intends 
to respond to the climate 
emergency; how the conservation 
and enjoyment of Plymouth’s 
historic environment is likely to be 
affected by climate change, 
especially given it is a waterfront 
city; how identified goals and/or 
actions will integrate with the 
conservation and enhancement of 
heritage assets, covering existing 
buildings as well as new 
development; and whether any 
additional initiatives are required 
either city-wide and/or for specific 
heritage assets or heritage asset 
types to address this, e.g. for 
heritage at risk affected by climate 
change issues, including vulnerable 
marine assets such as protected 
wrecks and unregistered 
intertidal   In our view, this should 
be informed by a heritage topic 
paper that considers these matters 
in more detail in relation to both 
the Climate Emergency Action Plan 
and the Plymouth Plan.  

97     Historic 
England Question 2 

We agree that the Theme 2 should 
refer to being carbon neutral by 
2030 as the Council has already 
agreed this target. Would like to 
see additional text added to theme 
2 or a new theme that considers 
the implications of climate change 
for Plymouth’s historic 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. Whilst this review of the Plan is based 
on the impact of the Climate Emergency the plan and its 
supporting topic specific delivery plans cover a wide range 
of issues. The Council is committed to protecting its 
historic environment and alongside existing national 
legislation sets out more detailed policies within the Joint 
Local Plan against which any new development will be 
assessed. This combination ensures that there is strong 
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environment. It should also cover 
the potential negative impacts on 
the historic environment arising 
from climate change and from 
actions intended to address climate 
change, as well as how any 
potential harmful effects on the 
significance and enjoyment of 
Plymouth’s heritage assets will be 
avoided, minimised and/or 
mitigated. 

protection in place for the historic environment. The 
importance of the historic environment is already 
referenced in the glimpses of a healthy, growing and 
international city however this has been supplemented by 
referring to the 'historic' waterfront. Other points raised 
such as embodied carbon will be passed onto the relevant 
teams to ensure they are considered during subsequent 
reviews of delivery plans and strategies. 

98     Historic 
England Question 3 

Regardless of whether more 
specific or new strategic objectives 
and/or key points are included in 
the Plymouth Plan, we are of the 
view that there should be an 
additional key point that 
summarises how the city intends 
to: approach climate change issues 
in relation to the historic 
environment; and integrate climate 
change mitigation and adaptation 
with the conservation and 
enjoyment of its existing heritage 
assets, especially heritage at risk or 
assets likely to be at risk as a result 
of climate change, for example the 
grade II listed Tinside Lido. 

No 
change. 

The importance of the historic environment is already 
referenced in the strategic objective of an international city 
highlighting the city's maritime heritage and built heritage 
assets. In addition INT1 seeks the highest quality 
architecture on city centre and waterfront sites which 
reflects and enhances the heritage offer. The Council is 
committed to protecting its historic environment and 
alongside existing national legislation sets out more 
detailed policies within the Joint Local Plan against which 
any new development will be assessed. This combination 
ensures that there is strong protection in place for the 
historic environment. 

99     Historic 
England Question 4 

We agree that it should refer to 
being carbon neutral by 2030 as 
the Council has already agreed this 
target. We consider that this Policy 
would also benefit from an 
additional approach with associated 
new text in the rationale that set 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. GRO7 supports the retrofitting of 
existing buildings while the supporting text highlights that 
the JLP sets out how the planning process will be used to 
support this policy. The Council is committed to 
protecting its historic environment and alongside existing 
national legislation sets out more detailed policies within 
the Joint Local Plan against which any new development 
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out how delivering significant 
reductions in carbon emissions, 
including retrofitting existing 
buildings, renewable/low carbon 
energy generation and the 
provision of new energy 
infrastructure, will integrate with 
the conservation and enhancement 
of Plymouth’s heritage assets and 
wider historic townscapes, 
landscapes and seascapes.  

will be assessed. This combination ensures that there is 
strong protection in place for the retrofitting existing 
historic assets. 

100     Historic 
England Question 5 

Do not have any specific comments 
to make in relation to climate 
emergency goals for reuse and 
recycling. However, we would like 
to see Policy GRO9 encourage 
proposed changes to existing waste 
and recycling facilities, and the 
creation of new ones (at all scales), 
to consider the impacts of their 
siting and design on heritage assets, 
including their settings, as well as 
on historic streetscapes, 
townscapes and seascapes, and to 
seek to avoid, minimise and 
mitigate negative effects. 

No 
change. 

Comments noted and will be passed onto the relevant 
team. The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel 
for the long term future of the city bringing together a 
number of strategic policies into one place, further detail 
on how this achieved is set out in Delivery Plans. These 
Plans may need to be reviewed to further support the 
revised Plymouth Plan. 

101     Historic 
England Question 6 

We concur that it should be 
updated to refer to the Council’s 
agreed climate emergency goals. 
Responding to the effects of 
climate change, can have adverse 
effects on heritage assets. 
Measures intended to mitigate and 
adapt to the effects of climate 
change can also have unintended 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Council is committed to protecting 
its historic environment and alongside existing national 
legislation sets out more detailed policies within the Joint 
Local Plan against which any new development will be 
assessed. This combination ensures that there is strong 
protection in place for the historic environment. 
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negative effects on the historic 
environment and wider historic 
townscape, landscape and seascape, 
including points 1, 2, and 3 in Policy 
INT6 in particular, as well as 
offering opportunities for their 
conservation. We would like to 
see additional text in Policy INT6 
and the associated rationale that 
sets out how delivering measures 
to become one of the leading 
green cities in Europe will integrate 
with the conservation and 
enhancement of Plymouth’s 
heritage assets and their settings. 
Historic England believes that 
energy efficiency, sustainable 
technology and reducing carbon 
emissions can be compatible with 
the conservation of our heritage.  

102     Historic 
England Question 7 

However, the design and provision 
of transport and electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure projects, as 
well as related public realm 
improvements can play a role in 
conserving and enhancing the 
historic environment. Would like 
to see Policy HEA6 worded so that 
it integrates with the conservation 
and enhancement of Plymouth’s 
historic environment, including 
historic streetscapes and wider 
historic townscapes, landscapes 
and seascapes. 

Change 
made. 

Additional text has been added to the supporting text for 
the policy to read 'The design of transport infrastructure 
should be appropriate to the location in terms of getting 
the right balance between place and movement and of high 
quality, supporting the creation of quality places, 
protecting the setting of historic assets and with a 
view to removing street clutter and barriers to make it 
easier for people to move around'. 
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103     Historic 
England Question 8 

 Historic England has considered 
Policy GRO4 but we do not have 
any specific comments to make in 
relation to it referring to climate 
emergency goals. We would like to 
reiterate our above comments in 
relation to Policy HEA6 to ensure 
that Policy GRO4 also considers 
how it integrates with the 
conservation and enhancement of 
Plymouth’s historic environment, 
including historic streetscapes and 
wider historic townscapes, 
landscapes and seascapes. 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. Whilst this review of the Plan is based 
on the impact of the Climate Emergency the plan and its 
supporting topic specific delivery plans cover a wide range 
of issues. The Council is committed to protecting its 
historic environment and alongside existing national 
legislation sets out more detailed policies within the Joint 
Local Plan against which any new development will be 
assessed. This combination ensures that there is strong 
protection in place for the historic environment.  

104     Historic 
England Question 9 

Historic England has looked at 
Policy INT3 but we do not have 
any specific comments to make in 
relation to it referring to climate 
emergency goals. Changes to point 
3 of Policy INT3 may, however, 
have implications for Plymouth’s 
historic environment, including 
individually designated and non-
designated heritage assets as well 
as wider historic streetscapes and 
townscapes (including conservation 
areas) and seascape. We would like 
to ensure that the wording of this 
Policy integrates with the 
conservation and enhancement of 
Plymouth’s historic environment 
and wider historic areas. 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. Whilst this review of the Plan is based 
on the impact of the Climate Emergency the plan and its 
supporting topic specific delivery plans cover a wide range 
of issues. The Council is committed to protecting its 
historic environment and alongside existing national 
legislation sets out more detailed policies within the Joint 
Local Plan against which any new development will be 
assessed. This combination ensures that there is strong 
protection in place for the historic environment.  

105     Historic 
England Question 10 

Do not have any specific comments 
to make in relation to it referring 
to climate emergency goals. 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. GRO7 is the policy that deals with the 
retrofitting of existing buildings while the supporting text 
to this policy highlights that the JLP sets out how the 



 

48 

 

OFFICIAL 

Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

However, we consider there is an 
opportunity for Policy HEA8 to 
recognise the important 
contribution that the retention and 
retrofitting of existing, historic and 
traditionally constructed buildings 
can make to reducing 
carbon emissions, as well as the 
adaptive reuse of vacant or 
underused buildings, including 
some heritage at risk.  

planning process will be used to support this policy. The 
Council is committed to protecting its historic 
environment and alongside existing national legislation sets 
out more detailed policies within the Joint Local Plan 
against which any new development will be assessed. This 
combination ensures that there is strong protection in 
place for the retrofitting existing historic assets. 

106     Historic 
England Question 11 

Historic England is of the view that 
the Plymouth Plan should set out 
the implications of climate change 
for Plymouth’s historic 
environment, including heritage at 
risk. The retention, reuse, 
refurbishment and retrofit of 
existing, historic buildings, heritage 
assets of archaeological interest 
can also offer useful evidence 
related to climate change.  We also 
consider that the Plymouth Plan 
should also cover the potential 
negative impacts on the historic 
environment arising from climate 
change itself and from actions 
intended to address climate 
change. In our view, this should be 
informed by a heritage topic paper 
that considers these matters in 
more detail in relation to both the 
Climate Emergency Action Plan 
and the Plymouth Plan. We would 
welcome further discussion on this 
point. We do not have a firm view 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Council is committed to protecting 
its historic environment and alongside existing national 
legislation sets out more detailed policies within the Joint 
Local Plan against which any new development will be 
assessed. This combination ensures that there is strong 
protection in place for the historic environment. 
Comments will be passed onto the relevant team to 
ensure they are considered when reviewing any strategies 
or the supporting delivery plans. 



 

49 

 

OFFICIAL 

Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

on which policy or policies and 
associated rationales should be 
amended to include this but 
options include Policies INT1, 
INT3 or INT6. Alternatively a new 
policy similar to Policy GRO6 
Delivering Plymouth's natural 
network could be introduced to 
focuses on the conservation and 
enhancement of the City’s historic 
environment, including for matters 
related to climate change.  We 
would like any changes to other 
policies in the Plymouth Plan to 
consider the impacts (positive and 
negative) on the historic 
environment and to contain 
appropriate provisions for the 
conservation and enhancement of 
heritage assets and wider areas. 

107     
Extinction 
Rebellion 
Plymouth 

Question 1 

We are facing a climate and 
ecological emergency. There is a 
synergy between these two which 
indicates action on both is 
desperately required. The 
underlying cause being polluting 
waste from industrial process and 
the industrial scale use of synthetic 
poisons in agriculture. (synthetic 
fertilisers, pesticides, herbicides, 
fungicides etc.). PCC’s plan 
disappointingly only attempts to 
deal with Climate issues.  
 
We note that PCC’s plan is based 
on documents & research dating 

Change 
made 

New wording has added to Policy HEA1 to read ’5. 
Supporting healthy eating and improving access to good 
food through: 

i. Promoting access to food growing opportunities and 
allotments while supporting the restoration, 
maintenance and enhancement of the ecosystems 
that underpin food security.’ 

 The importance of the natural environment in increasing 
resilience to climate change is already embedded within 
Policy GRO6.  



 

50 

 

OFFICIAL 

Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

back almost 20 years. It needs 
updating in the light of current data 
sets. 
UN studies indicate the world’s 
topsoil at current rates of loss 
could be gone in 60 years. This 
means 60 harvests left to us. Given 
the 1,000 gigatonnes of legacy CO2 
in the atmosphere.  Regenerative 
Farming is a crucial part of the 
answer. Having the potential to 
sequester around 40% of 
atmospheric CO2 pollution. Unlike 
the potential CO2 capturing 
industry which is untried, untested 
and largely theoretical.  
 
Cities should aim to become 
exporters of food. Permaculture, 
city community farms and 
hydroponics could, as many world 
examples indicate, go a long way to 
establish this.  This should be based 
on regenerating soils and with 
them ecologies on green and 
brown field sites within & around 
the city. This will form a crucial 
part of creating ‘ecological 
corridors’ through the city.  
 
Owner occupiers, allotment 
holders & businesses should be 
encouraged to understand the 
issue of ecotoxins and be 
encouraged to use regeneration 
methods on their plots. Local 
farmers should also be educated in 
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these methods. The composting of 
city green waste could be linked to 
their abandoning unsustainable soil 
destructive industrial methods of 
food production.  

108     
UK Green 
Building 
Council 

GRO7 

The current Plymouth Plan reflects 
the target set before the Climate 
Emergency Declaration, of halving 
carbon emissions by 2034. To 
achieve Plymouth’s carbon 
neutrality target it is imperative 
that the new 2030 target is 
embedded into the Plymouth Plan, 
in order to position Plymouth as a 
leading International Green City, in 
line with Plymouth’s Vision and 
Strategic Outcomes. This will be 
key to ensuring future policy 
decisions are aligned with this aim. 
In particular, UKGBC recommends 
Policy GRO7: Reducing carbon 
emissions and adapting to climate 
change is amended to specifically 
reference this target. Point 7 
regarding using planning powers to 
promote low carbon development 
is an important tool, and planning 
policy should be reviewed to 
ensure development align with the 
carbon neutrality aspirations. 

Change 
made in 
part. 

Comments noted. Policy has been amended to read 'The 
City will pursue the following approaches to deliver 
significant reductions in carbon emissions in Plymouth, 
aiming to achieve net-zero by 2030 through:' At 
present the planning policy cannot insist on higher 
standards set out elsewhere in government regulations 
such as building regulations so the text referring to 
exemplar development is still relevant. Should regulations 
change this can be dealt with through the delivery plans. 

109       Q4, Q7, Q8, Q9 

We need improvement in reach 
and frequency of public transport 
within and around Plymouth travel 
to work area.  Introduce Bus 
routes linking different areas, 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Plan and its supporting delivery 
plans are very supportive in sustainable transport options. 
Transport planning and investment can play a significant 
role in delivering a healthy city in three primary ways. 
Firstly, through encouraging active travel such as walking 
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rather than having to travel into 
the City Centre and change buses 
to reach another area.  As buses 
reach the end of their lives, replace 
with low emission vehicles, 
eventually (by 2030) all to be 
electric. Improvement in number 
and placement of cycle lanes. 
Encourage walking by having wider 
pavements and safe walking routes 
separate from roads. Improve 
accessibility for the physically 
disabled, to enable wheelchairs to 
reach more areas. Improve 
surfaces e.g. smoother rather than 
cobbled areas especially in City 
Centre and shopping and leisure 
areas in the wider City. 

and cycling, with the significant direct health benefits that 
are derived from physical exercise; secondly, through 
making it easier for people to get to services they need for 
their personal well-being and the things that will help them 
live healthier lives; and thirdly, through designing a safer, 
more accessible and more environmentally sustainable 
transport system. 

110       Question 5 

Food waste collections to be 
implemented throughout Plymouth 
by 2023.  Recycling of more types 
of plastic than currently. Increased 
rates of recycling, to include all 
paper, card and fabrics. 

No 
change. 

Comments noted and will be passed onto the relevant 
team. The Policy already seeks an approach to waste which 
will achieve the most sustainable solution following the 
waste hierarchy at which prevention sits at the top, 
followed by preparing for reuse, recycling, other recovery 
and disposal as the last option. 

111       Question 6 

Have a proper plan for trees.  It is 
known that trees can take up and 
store large amounts of CO2. Do 
not build on any more green 
spaces. These are vital for health 
and wellbeing, as has been shown 
during the Covid 19 ‘lockdown’ any 
new builds should include areas of 
green space for communal use and 
enjoyment. Plant more native 
species of trees and wild flower 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Council has produced a Plan for 
Trees which can be viewed here: 
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/planningandbuildingcontrol/tr
eesandhedges/plantrees. 
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meadows throughout the City, and 
preserve existing green corridors 
for wildlife movement between the 
different areas.   

112 Late 
comment   Environment 

Plymouth General 

General Comments There was 
considerable confusion over the 
status and content of the Plymouth 
Plan itself. In future consultations 
the relationship between the 
strategic impact of the Plymouth 
Plan and the particular ‘action plan’ 
it is being revised to accommodate 
will need to be explained in a far 
simpler and more informed 
manner.  For many the need to 
constantly refer back to other 
documents and proposals was too 
daunting. Others questioned the 
verification process itself “There 
should be a clear target for what % 
of Plymouth residents respond to 
the consultation. Others 
commented on the language and 
approach used.   I was able to 
understand it but can imagine that 
many of the public would feel 
slightly exhausted/intimidated 
reading it”.  Called a “discussion 
paper”, this was effectively a list of 
objectives (the vision) with few 
clear indications as to how they 
will be achieved, plus instructions 
about the certain aspects PCC 
want responses to. It does not 
explain what steps are being taken 
now regarding the declared 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Plymouth Plan sets a shared 
direction of travel for the long term future of the city 
bringing together a number of strategic policies into one 
place, further detail on how this achieved is set out in 
Delivery Plans. The Climate Emergency Action Plan which 
sets out in detail how the Council intends to reach this 
target and how it will be monitored is currently being 
reviewed with a new version due early in the New Year. 
All of the supporting Delivery Plans are monitored to 
against their own targets and whether change in policy 
elsewhere requires it to be amended. We want to enable 
anyone who wants to input to a consultation to do so and 
it is always helpful to get feedback where we don't achieve 
this as effectively as we could, this helps us with designing 
future consultations. The design of any particular 
consultation is related to the nature of the document or 
issue being consulted upon.  In this case, the consultation 
was for a very specific purpose on a high level policy 
document with a limited remit relating to policies and the 
climate emergency.  Additionally, it was undertaken during 
the Covid-19 pandemic limiting the ability for face to face 
engagement. There is a wider programme of engagement 
on the climate emergency taking place as part of the 
Climate Emergency Action Plan which will be much 
broader ranging and provide opportunities for people to 
engage further in this vital agenda. 
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emergency”.” The consultation is: 
only available to those with reliable 
internet connections, suitable 
apparatus to connect, time to 
study complicated documents.  
PCC portals do not always work. I 
am a little confused as to what 
PCC has committed to, as different 
documents suggest different 
pledges regarding carbon 
neutrality. It would be good to 
clarify this”.  What are the 
baselines and where would we 
expect to see the processes 
required to meet the targets set. 
The Plymouth Plan must set the 
strategic lead for this. If the 
Plymouth Plan is supposed to be a 
strategic document it really cannot 
afford to leave key related issues 
such as waste and transport out.  

113 Late 
comment   Environment 

Plymouth Question 1 

Surely there should be a 
commitment that ALL proposals 
must take into consideration their 
effects on climate change”.  
‘Sustainability’ is supposed to be 
‘noted’ throughout the Plymouth 
Plan it is not well explained or 
embedded. The current list of 
‘glimpses’ therefore seems rated 
outdated given the current focus 
on recovery and the importance of 
recognising the climate 
emergency.  The current glimpses 
do not reflect the need for a green 
climate friendly city. There was 

Change 
made. 

Amendments have been made elsewhere in the Plan to 
embed the importance of the climate emergency. With 
regards the glimpses the following amendments have been 
made:  A glimpse at what a ‘healthy city’ might look like in 
2034: 
 
• Huge strides have been made in addressing fuel poverty 
through programmes and initiatives to address the cost,  
efficiency and climate change impact of energy in 
homes. 
• Each neighbourhood has good access to local 
employment opportunities, and a transport system that 
protects the environment improves air quality and 
encourages healthy lifestyles and connects 
communities. 
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some confusion between the 
strategic role and the delivery role 
of local plans but the following may 
not happen if the strategic role 
doesn’t reflect the need. Employ 
“green” workers to source/make 
this sustainable street furniture, 
plant up and maintain it, facilitate 
volunteers, educate public about 
importance of re-greening city 
while keeping it litter free. We 
have world class educational, 
research and manufacturing marine 
institutions, sailing, diving, water-
sports centres and plans for a 
National Marine Park. Upgrade 
access to sea/beaches by repairing 
steps, piers, slipways, tidal 
swimming pools and provide public 
toilet/showering/changing facilities 
near the most frequented spots, 
enabling locals and visitor’s greater 
access to the water in our Ocean 
City. Have 2 tier pricing for public 
toilets/facilities, use of lido, 
aquarium, marinas etc., affordable 
for locals (average wages lower in 
Devon/Cornwall), more expensive 
for visitors. 

• Each neighbourhood has an area at its heart which brings 
people together and provides a range of opportunities 
and support for local people, including services close to 
home, access to healthy and affordable food, with a 
renewed focus on tackling food poverty and security, 
and good access to high quality open space. 

• Each neighbourhoods is a quiet, connected, 
community not dominated by road traffic but 
instead places where walking, cycling and catching 
the bus are the natural travel choices, delivering 
safer streets, less congestion, better air quality, 
improved public health and wellbeing and an 
improved local environment. 
• Plymouth uses its city centre, historic waterfront and 
other high profile locations to support the economic and 
social wellbeing of its sub region through the services it 
provides and through the business and trade 
opportunities for rural businesses, including farmers 
markets and promoting greater use of locally sourced 
food. 
• In recognising the importance of the physical 
environment to enable health and wellbeing 
residents show great pride in the city's natural and built 
heritage, leading and supporting many initiatives to 
promote the city's history and its historic built and 
natural environment. 
 
A glimpse at what a ‘growing city’ might look like in 2034: 
 

• Plymouth’s key economic strengths and assets (such as 
the marine and maritime sector, the defence sector, 
advanced manufacturing, medical and healthcare and the 
visitor economy), and its primary economic nodes (the 
City Centre / Waterfront and Derriford) have seen 
strong and sustained clean, green growth over a 
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protracted period, re-balancing and driving the sub 
regional economy. 

• Businesses across all sectors of the economy 
have addressed their own carbon emissions and 
the City has seen the development of a significant 
business sector enabling others, businesses and 
households, to do so. 

• The historic Waterfront is enhanced as the showcase 
for the city, a hub for culture and major events, an 
international gateway with high quality waterside living 
and enjoyment of the sea, and a wholly accessible and 
inclusive destination. 
• The population has played an active role in 
developing the city’s resilience to climate change 
leading to Plymouth's carbon footprint being 
substantially reduced, with the achievement of net-
zero carbon by 2030, and the city is more resilient to 
the social, economic and environmental impacts of 
climate change. 
• The growing city has respected the surrounding 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and its 
distinctive character landscapes enabling it to be 
protected and enhanced for the enjoyment of 
present and future generations. 
 
A glimpse at what an ‘international city’ might look like in 
2034: 
 
• Plymouth’s unique historic waterfront has been 
transformed through improvements to public spaces and 
key heritage assets, such as The Hoe and The Barbican, as 
well as hosting major events for art, culture and sport. 
•Plymouth's position in the global market place has been 
greatly strengthened through business growth, inward 
investment and well developed access to new markets, 
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supported by optimal post-BREXIT port and 
other trade arrangements. 
• New/expanding marine business areas have been 
fully developed and is are driving wider investment in the 
city and regional economy, helping maintain Plymouth’s 
reputation as a world leader in the marine sciences and 
technology sector. 
• Plymouth is recognised internationally as a leading 
sustainable city through its environmental credentials and 
the role that residents, businesses and visitors 
have all played in the addressing of the Climate 
Emergency. 

114 Late 
comment   Environment 

Plymouth Question 2 

Agree that that Theme 2: A Green 
City should refer to the Council’s 
target of Plymouth being carbon 
neutral by 2030?  We need is a 
Citizens' Assembly on Climate 
Change.  PCC should be aware of 
the vast range of climate expertise 
available in the city, its willingness 
to help and the best practice 
precedents that were set between 
1993 and 2013. If supported by the 
Plymouth Plan, such an Assembly 
would be very easy to establish and 
manage. 

Change 
made. 

Plan has been amended to have a net-zero target by 2030 
and align with the Climate emergency agreed by the 
Council. Comments on a Citizens Assembly will be passed 
onto the Climate change team. 

115 Late 
comment   Environment 

Plymouth Question 3 

PCC spends too much 
time/resources on consultations 
which few can respond to and not 
enough implementing what has 
already been signed up to; many 
Plymothians no longer have such 
pride in a city when its leaders do 
not seem to appreciate that the 
climate and biodiversity crises are 

No 
Change. 

Comments noted. The declaration of a Climate Emergency 
by the Council highlights the importance of this issue and 
the reason for this update of the Plan to deal with climate 
change. The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel 
for the long term future of the city bringing together a 
number of strategic policies into one place, further detail 
on how this achieved is set out in Delivery Plans. The 
progress made to date on the Climate Emergency Action 



 

58 

 

OFFICIAL 

Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

the most significant catastrophes 
affecting the whole world right 
now; we have outmoded policies 
e.g. waste disposal channelled 
solely to MVV when there is an 
anaerobic digester plant nearby 
which not only generates power 
from food waste, but the residue is 
used to replenish soil.  Quicker 
policy change is required”. 

Plan is also being reviewed and an updated version will be 
published in the New Year.  

116 Late 
comment   Environment 

Plymouth Question 4 

The policy needs to be completely 
re-written to reflect the 
emergency, the reasons for it and 
what needs to be done to address 
it”.  If the Plymouth Plan is so 
influential it must be able to lead 
on the rules for future 
development for example “Utilising 
the numerous empty flat roofs in 
Plymouth city centre seems 
sensible, for rooftop gardens and 
solar panels. There could be 
business rate reductions or other 
incentives to encourage 
participants in such schemes. 
Could generated electricity be 
used in local energy networks and 
subsidise the most needy in our 
society?” 

Change 
made in 
part. 

Policy GRO7 should have amended wording to read: 'The 
city will pursue the following approaches to deliver 
significant reductions in carbon emissions in Plymouth, 
aiming to achieve net-zero by 2030 through:' the 
Climate Change Emergency Action Plan which is currently 
under review sets out in further detail of the Council's 
approach. The Joint Local Plan sets out planning policy for 
future development but in some cases cannot require 
more than is set out in separate legislation such as building 
regulations.  

117 Late 
comment   Environment 

Plymouth Question 5 

Waste and its emissions (including 
embedded carbon and the methane 
from landfill) are key contributors 
to climate change so not taking it 
in to account strategically.  “In the 
Environment Bill food waste 

No 
change. 

Comments noted the Council acknowledges the waste 
from food and the potential for processing plants to use 
this to create low-carbon electricity or compost. The 
comments will be passed to the relevant team. 



 

59 

 

OFFICIAL 

Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

collections are going to be 
mandatory by 2023. If this occurs 
CC will have no choice but to 
introduce a household food waste 
collection. This, in turn, will have a 
huge impact on the waste 
collected/recycled and the 
emissions it creates. “GR09 - needs 
to specifically mention aspiration 
for a separate food waste 
collection. PCC have not 
implemented recommendations to 
deal with some of this, despite 
being provided with consultation 
papers produced by local experts, 
at no cost to PCC.  

118 Late 
comment   Environment 

Plymouth Question 6 

Can we request support for an 
independent Citizens' Assembly for 
Climate change?  The City of 
London Plan 2036 states that all 
new developments should include 
'green infrastructure' i.e. green 
roofs, living walls and rainwater 
gardens”.  On baselines some 
clarity is needed as the figs quoted 
by the Council aren't supported by 
the Govt's annual releases...some 
consistency is needed here. Where 
did your overall citywide carbon 
footprint come from and have you 
take any account of the annual 
estimated carbon emissions data 
published in June (for 2005 to 
2018) by the Government. How 
will the Plymouth Plan specifically 
deliver these targets and what 

No 
change. 

Comments on a Citizens Assembly will be passed onto the 
Climate change team. Both the Joint Local Plan and the 
recently adopted Supplementary Planning Document 
support talking account of climate change through 
development and Policy Dev32.2 of the SPD requires 
major developments to include a climate change resilience 
section in the Design and Access Statements that support 
applications. 
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strategic ‘rules’ will it apply to 
assist the process? 

119 Late 
comment   Environment 

Plymouth Question 7 

Policy should link to climate change 
goals. Scientists and experts are 
working flat out because this is An 
Emergency.  New information must 
be incorporated and implemented 
with great urgency. We now have 
an electric ferry boat and more on 
the way.  

No 
change. 

The Plan and its supporting delivery plans are very 
supportive in sustainable transport options. Transport 
planning and investment can play a significant role in 
delivering a healthy city in three primary ways. Firstly, 
through encouraging active travel such as walking and 
cycling, with the significant direct health benefits that are 
derived from physical exercise; secondly, through making it 
easier for people to get to services they need for their 
personal well-being and the things that will help them live 
healthier lives; and thirdly, through designing a safer, more 
accessible and more environmentally sustainable transport 
system. 

120 Late 
comment   Environment 

Plymouth Q8 and Q9 

Please ensure you have read 
‘Combustion Free Mobility for 
Plymouth’ by the Sustainable 
Transport Group of Climate 
Action Plymouth. I understand that 
there are many ambitious targets 
for Plymouth, but I feel that the 
way in which most people rapidly 
returned to driving cars around the 
city after lockdown underlines the 
problem. As I see it the major issue 
is transport and subsequent 
pollution, potentially improved by a 
raft of measures including severely 
restricting cars in the city, 
increasing pedestrianisation, 20mph 
limits, restricting parking, providing 
e-bikes for hire, and improving 
public transport infrastructure. 
There must be well publicised, 
cheap park-and-ride schemes from 

No 
change. 

Comments noted.  The Plan and its supporting delivery 
plans are very supportive in sustainable transport options 
particularly with regard walking, cycling and public 
transport however the Council does acknowledge that 
there has been a challenge around public transport due to 
the impact of covid-19. Transport planning and investment 
can play a significant role in delivering a healthy city in 
three primary ways. Firstly, through encouraging active 
travel such as walking and cycling, with the significant direct 
health benefits that are derived from physical exercise; 
secondly, through making it easier for people to get to 
services they need for their personal well-being and the 
things that will help them live healthier lives; and thirdly, 
through designing a safer, more accessible and more 
environmentally sustainable transport system. There is still 
likely to be private vehicles using our roads but 
technologies such as electric vehicles combined with 
private transport and encouraging and facilitating walking 
and cycling will create more sustainable travel patterns.  
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all corners of the city for easy 
access”.  You could review all 
roundabouts and junctions on the 
Plymouth Strategic Cycle Network 
for safety and coherence to 
encourage more people to cycle 
instead of using cars; Adopt the 
Sherford to Plymouth Cycle 
Expressway already proposed to 
the PCC development team by 
Plymouth Cycling Campaign; revise 
existing roads to include provision 
for cycling and walking to meet the 
latest standards set by Sustrans and 
Transport for London”. Covid-19 
means many are afraid to use 
public transport. PCC must 
urgently ensure walking, scooting 
and cycling routes are safe for 
wheelchairs/buggies/scooters/cycles 
and pedestrians to interact PCC 
could be considered negligent if 
they do not start to implement the 
Plan effectively”. “I question the 
need for new roads. Instead, make 
what we already have safer for all 
users. That means pavements and 
walkways which cannot be easily 
mounted by vehicles; better 
footpaths, tracks, walkways away 
from roads; separating cycle lanes 
from motorised traffic, perhaps by 
making dual carriageways one lane 
for motorised vehicles and one for 
cycles, electric scooters/faster 
wheelchairs”.  There is far too 
much emphasis on private vehicle 
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usage and not enough on enabling 
people to move easily and safe 
from traffic in their own localities. 
Smaller public transport vehicles 
are needed to serve areas with 
access problems. We would not 
need more charging points if not 
owning a vehicle was incentivised, 
hire schemes were simpler and 
more readily available here.  Many 
car parking places could revert to 
their original purposes as gardens 
with incentives for fruit and 
vegetable growing; encouraging 
more produce sharing groups like 
JARSQUAD. Such garden 
reversions should reduce flooding 
caused by downpours running off 
tarmac/concrete; wildlife corridors 
and beelines would be enhanced “. 

121 Late 
comment   Environment 

Plymouth Question 10 

 Yes. For example, research is 
moving forward rapidly, battery 
storage is improving apace. Plans 
need to be flexible for timely 
introductions of new community 
schemes.  Such projects with small 
scale energy demand and 
generation assets should be 
allowed to participate in emerging 
local energy markets. Planners will 
need to facilitate this, making sure 
that such projects enshrine the “do 
no further environmental damage” 
principles mentioned above. 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Plymouth Plan is already very 
supportive of proposals that reduce energy use and 
increases sustainability. It takes this approach in order that 
new and emerging technologies will still be supported 
through these policies. The Plan sets a shared direction of 
travel for the long term future of the city bringing together 
a number of strategic policies into one place, further detail 
on how this achieved is set out in Topic area Delivery 
Plans.  



 

63 

 

OFFICIAL 

Comment 
ID Notes 

In what 
capacity are 
you 
responding as? 

Organisation  Consultation 
point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

122 Late 
comment   Environment 

Plymouth Question 11 

“Are there other recognised 
accreditations the council could 
pursue?  Green tourism awards for 
example”.     “Is there an 
opportunity to share resources 
across the county or region”? How 
you consult with the public, so that 
they can easily pass on thoughts. 
Perhaps having a quick reply facility 
as well, for those who might have 
valuable ideas but cannot plough 
through such a document as this. .  
The current Plan seems to take 
very little notice of the role of 
green infrastructure in mitigating 
climate change. Proposals may be 
found in other ‘plans’ but the key 
strategic policies seem, again, to 
miss the importance of the role of 
green spaces and habitats in the 
achievement of the reduction 
targets. 

No 
Change. 

Comments noted. The importance of the natural 
environment in increasing resilience to climate change is 
already embedded within Policy GRO6. The Council 
already shares resources with South Hams and West 
Devon which has resulted in the Joint Local Plan and the 
supporting Supplementary Planning Document. The 
Council is always open to hearing views and ideas.  

123 Late 
comment   

Plymouth 
Social 
Enterprise 
Network 

  

Plymouth Social Enterprise 
Network is fully supportive of 
Plymouth City Council reviewing 
and updating the Plymouth Plan in 
light of the climate emergency.    
We believe that in all cases the 
climate emergency goals and the 
2030 net zero target set out in the 
Climate Emergency Action Plan 
(2019) should be integrated within 
the revision to the Plymouth Plan.  

No 
change. Comments noted. 
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124 Late 
comment   

Plymouth 
Social 
Enterprise 
Network 

 Question 1 
Healthy City 
Glimpse 

We recommend the inclusion of a 
statement about air quality within 
the ‘glimpse’ of a healthy city. As 
carbon emissions are reduced we 
should see marked improvements 
in air quality across the city. It 
could be noted that “by 2034 
thanks to efforts to reduce carbon 
emissions all residents enjoy clean 
air.” 
Whilst improved air quality could 
currently be implicit within the 
existing point: “The conditions for 
good health and wellbeing exist 
across the entire city [...]”. By 
highlighting air quality specifically, it 
draws attention to a positive effect 
of the city’s climate emergency 
response. 

Change 
made. 

Comments noted. Wording in the Healthy City glimpse has 
been amended to read 'Each neighbourhood has good 
access to local employment opportunities, and a transport 
system that protects the environment improves air 
quality and encourages healthy lifestyles'. 

125 Late 
comment   

Plymouth 
Social 
Enterprise 
Network 

 Question 1 
Growing City 
Glimpse 

We welcome the existing emphasis 
on inclusive growth. We would 
recommend a change of emphasis 
within this vision. By positioning 
the existing paragraph; “Growth 
also provides the opportunity to 
support a low carbon economy, 
responding to the challenge of 
climate change [...]” at the end of 
the section it gives the impression 
that a low carbon economy might 
be a ‘nice to have’ side effect of 
growth. In light of the cities net 
zero 2030 target it seems that a 
much greater emphasis on the 
development of the low carbon 

Change 
made. 

Agreed amended bullet point to read The population 
has played an active role in developing the city’s 
resilience to climate change leading to Plymouth's 
carbon footprint has been being substantially reduced, 
with the achievement of net-zero by 2030, and the 
city is more resilient to the social, economic and 
environmental impacts of climate change'. 
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economy should be made. Low 
Carbon economy should be the 
cornerstone of the growth strategy 
and as such be positioned centrally 
within this vision section.  
We also recommend the following 
sentence is revised; “a strategic 
approach to economic 
development which supports all 
sectors of the economy”. It is 
critical that the Council drives 
development of the low carbon 
economy and, as such, high 
emissions and environmentally 
damaging sectors of the local 
economy should not receive equal 
support to low carbon sectors. 
The sentence could be adapted to: 
“a strategic approach to economic 
development which prioritises the 
transition to a low carbon 
economy and builds upon the city's 
key strengths [...]”. 
Finally, the bullet point: 
“Plymouth's carbon footprint has 
been substantially reduced and the 
city is more resilient to the social, 
economic and environmental 
impacts of climate change” could 
be updated to reference the net 
zero 2030 target, e.g.: “Plymouth 
has achieved net zero carbon 
emissions status and the city is 
more resilient to the social, 
economic and environmental 
impacts of climate change.” 
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126 Late 
comment   

Plymouth 
Social 
Enterprise 
Network 

 Question 2 

Green City Theme 

The theme should include the clear 
public commitment to being 
carbon neutral by 2030 as stated in 
the Climate Emergency declaration.  

Change 
to be 
made. 

Agreed amended to read: 'Our ambition to be a net-zero 
city by 2030 is met by: 

127 Late 
comment   

Plymouth 
Social 
Enterprise 
Network 

 Question 2 

We would recommend an addition 
to point 2 to highlight the work of 
the Fab City Network, which 
Plymouth is the first UK city to 
have joined. The Fab Cities goal is 
that the city produces all of what it 
consumes. Plymouth can therefore 
make emissions savings compared 
to importing goods on a global 
scale. 
2. A thriving green economy is 
achieved, with a skilled and 
growing workforce.  As a ‘Fab City’ 
Plymouth will be producing 
everything we consume by 2054.  

Change 
to be 
made 

Amend supporting text to read: ‘Plymouth has signed 
up to a number of initiatives to drive the zero 
carbon agenda forward, including the UK100 Net 
Zero Pledge and the Carbon Disclosure Project. 
These initiatives help us to measure and monitor 
progress towards our targets, as well as facilitating 
knowledge sharing with a wide range of public and 
private sector organisations. Additionally, by being 
a member of the Fab City Network, Plymouth is 
working to establish innovative urban change which 
is regenerative and restorative by design to meet 
social, economic and sustainable goals’.  

 

 

128 Late 
comment   

Plymouth 
Social 
Enterprise 
Network 

 Question 2 

Green City Theme 

Amend wording to read:  
“A high quality and functional 
network of 'collectively cared for' 
natural spaces provides for the 
needs of people, wildlife and 
businesses, now and in the future.” 

Change 
to be 
made 

Agreed amend wording of point 3 to read:  
“A high quality and functional network of 'collectively 
cared for' natural spaces provides for the needs of 
people, wildlife and businesses, now and in the future.” 

129 Late 
comment   

Plymouth 
Social 
Enterprise 
Network 

Question 3 
Strategic Objective 
2 

Point 4: “…adaptive to future 
technological and environmental 
changes.” Replace the relatively 
neutral term “environmental 
changes” to “environmental and 
climate impacts” 
Point 7: “Delivering a sustainable 
transport network” change to 

Change 
to be 
made. 

Agreed. Change point 3.to read 'Managing the city’s growth 
and change, in a way that minimises carbon 
emissions, is resilient and adaptive to future technological 
and environmental changes and impacts, and which 
provides sustainable solutions for development, energy, 
waste and water catchment management' and point 7 to 
'Delivering a sustainable transport network that supports 
Plymouth’s long term growth while at the same time 
addressing existing carbon emissions'. 
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“Delivering a low carbon transport 
network”.  

130 Late 
comment   

Plymouth 
Social 
Enterprise 
Network 

 Question 4 

The introductory paragraph of 
GR07 should be updated to make 
clear the new carbon neutral target 
of 2030 and remove reference to 
the less ambitious target of halving 
emissions by 2034.   
It follows from this that if GR07 
policy points 1-7 were 
proportionate to the previous 
target of halving emissions by 2034, 
that in light of the more ambitious 
2030 carbon neutral target these 
policies will need strengthening to 
remain proportionate to the new 
target.  
Point 3; “Promoting and supporting 
exemplar low carbon 
development.”  Given an 
overarching aim of the Plymouth 
Plan is to grow the population of 
the city and therefore drive 
demand for more housing and 
commercial property, it seems 
particularly important that the Plan 
should set out in much more detail 
how low carbon development can 
be embedded across the range of 
anticipated developments, and 
therefore not limited to 
“exemplar” cases.  
The Council should also consider 
formally adopting a target for 
higher building energy efficiency 

Change 
made in 
part. 

Comments noted. Policy has been amended to read 'The 
City will pursue the following approaches to deliver 
significant reductions in carbon emissions in Plymouth, 
aiming to achieve net-zero by 2030 through:' At 
present the planning policy cannot insist on higher 
standards set out elsewhere in government regulations 
such as building regulations so the text referring to 
exemplar development is still relevant. Should regulations 
change this can be dealt with through the delivery plans. 
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standards than is currently 
required by the NPPF.  

131 Late 
comment   

Plymouth 
Social 
Enterprise 
Network 

 Question 5 

This policy ought to make 
reference to the need to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions caused 
by the waste processes. This could 
be included after: “1. Prevention; 2. 
Preparing for reuse; 3. Recycling; 4. 
Other recovery; 5. Disposal, and 
will aim to achieve a 50 per cent 
recycling rate.” By changing to; 
“and will aim to achieve a 50 per 
cent recycling rate, and a reduction 
in carbon emissions across the 
waste management hierarchy.”  

Changes 
made. 

Agreed text changed to read “and will aim to achieve a 50 
per cent recycling rate, and a reduction in carbon 
emissions across the waste management 
hierarchy.”  

132 Late 
comment   

Plymouth 
Social 
Enterprise 
Network 

 Question 6 

Policy INT6 

Point one; “through continuing to 
pursue ambitious carbon reduction 
emission targets” could be updated 
to make the net zero commitment 
clear, e.g.: “through continuing to 
pursue the ambitious citywide net 
zero emissions by 2030 target”. 

Change 
made in 
part. 

Point 1 has been amended to read: Developing and 
promoting our contribution to managing climate change 
and sea level rise through continuing to pursue ambitious 
carbon reduction emission targets '(net-zero by 2030)' 
and proactive natural network management, and putting in 
place infrastructure to enable businesses to make the 
transition to a low carbon economy. 

133 Late 
comment   

Plymouth 
Social 
Enterprise 
Network 

 Question 7 

Policy HEA6 

Recommend that HEA6 should 
include a specific objective to 
reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions 
from transport. There is already a 
reference to emissions, but this 
could be clarified and made more 
explicit.  This could be done by 
changing 1.ii) “address air quality, 
carbon emissions and noise 
pollution” to; 1.ii) improve air 
quality and reduce noise pollution. 
Add point iv) reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions from transport. 

No 
change. 

Comments noted. Wording as currently written seeks to 
'address air quality, carbon emissions and noise pollution' 
while point 2 seeks to design transport infrastructure 
projects to take full account of the needs of all users, the 
wider community and place shaping needs of the area, 
whilst also 'helping to minimise air quality, carbon 
emissions and noise pollution'. No change required. 
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134 Late 
comment   

Plymouth 
Social 
Enterprise 
Network 

 General 

In line with the tone of the 
Council’s “Climate Emergency 
Action Plan”, all uses of the 
relatively neutral and passive term 
“Climate Change” ought to be 
replaced with the more urgent and 
appropriate terms “Climate 
Emergency” or “Climate Crisis”, 
throughout the Plymouth Plan. 
PSEN urges the Council to adopt 
consistent messaging with regards 
to the urgency of the climate crisis 
throughout all communications. 

Change 
to be 
made. 

Agreed Plan should be amended to refer to the climate 
emergency. 

135     
Extinction 
Rebellion 
Plymouth 

Question 4 

A city of Plymouth’s size could 
become a net exporter of 
renewable energy.  Using off the 
shelf systems for dwellings, creating 
community solar farms and other 
local, decentralised generation 
systems. The energy coming from 
the above decentralised sources 
would provide the city with energy 
security.   
 
The ocean city has potential tidal, 
wave and Ocean Thermal Energy 
Conversion (OTEC) generation 
sources.  It also has skill sets and 
established industry that could be 
directed in this way. These, as 
centralised generation installations, 
to be commissioned by PCC. 
Consideration, given the city’s 
exposed situation, to be given to 
larger wind generators 

No 
change 

Comments noted. The Plymouth Plan is already very 
supportive of new renewable energy sources along with 
proposals that reduce energy use and increases 
sustainability. It takes this approach in order that new and 
emerging technologies will still be supported through these 
policies. The Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number of 
strategic policies into one place, further detail on how this 
achieved is set out in Topic area Delivery Plans. The Joint 
Local Plan and Supplementary Planning Document set out 
further detailed policies on climate change and managing 
flood risk. 
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supplementing supply to a local 
network.   
 
The above would create energy 
resilience for the city as well as 
preventing large amounts of 
atmospheric pollution. 
 
PCC strategy rightly attempts to 
deal with water resilience in the 
face of increasing rainfall events.  
However current data sets indicate 
that whereas previously a 1 foot 
sea level rise was indicated by 
2100. With the accelerated Arctic 
and Antarctic melts now being 
recorded. We are looking at a 10 
foot sea level rise by 2070.  PCC’s 
plan does nothing to prepare for 
this despite being a largely sea level 
city with many areas previously 
reclaimed from the sea which face 
salt water flooding in the next two 
to three generations. 

136     
Extinction 
Rebellion 
Plymouth 

Question 7 

Under Mobility the plan allows for 
an additional 4.7 Km of off road 
cycle lanes. This is simply not 
enough. Many commuters from 
Devon and Cornwall cannot safely 
use existing facilities to cycle to 
work. Routes from East, North and 
West need dedicated cycle tracks 
with separation form vehicular 
traffic. Given the level of Co2 and 
other pollutants coming from 

No 
change 

Comments noted. The Plan and its supporting delivery 
plans are very supportive in sustainable transport options. 
Transport planning and investment can play a significant 
role in delivering a healthy city in three primary ways. 
Firstly, through encouraging active travel such as walking 
and cycling, with the significant direct health benefits that 
are derived from physical exercise; secondly, through 
making it easier for people to get to services they need for 
their personal well-being and the things that will help them 
live healthier lives; and thirdly, through designing a safer, 
more accessible and more environmentally sustainable 
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transport this should be treated as 
a priority. 

transport system. 
Comments well be passed onto the relevant team. 

137     
Extinction 
Rebellion 
Plymouth 

Question 10 

We applaud the building of 
‘Passivhaus’ schemes.  This must be 
extended to produce more 
dwellings with this specification. 
 
We applaud too the Broadley Park 
Workspace scheme. This 
specification should be extended to 
all new commercial buildings. 

No 
change. Comments noted 

138     
Extinction 
Rebellion 
Plymouth 

Question 5 

Under Waste management the plan 
allows for recycling of glass, paper, 
card, metal cans and recyclable 
plastics. Provision should be made 
to recycle appliances and 
machinery through repair shops & 
second hand shops.  Rather than 
breaking these down into 
recyclable materials as a first step. 
As stated before provision should 
be made to compost all household, 
public and commercial green waste 
rather than burning it.    
 
   Throughout the consultation the 
elephant in the room is the 
Devonport waste incineration 
plant.  This facility takes 
compostable waste & burns it, so 
producing an added burden of 
CO2 release from waste that could 
be made into a rich compost.  This 
would not only sequester large 
amounts of CO2 but help locally to 

 Change 
made in 
part. 

The policy supports and encourages waste recovery 
however to ensure that this links directly to the 
importance of carbon reduction the introduction of the 
policy has been amended to read 'The city will adopt an 
approach to waste management that strives to achieve the 
most sustainable solution with the minimisation of 
greenhouse gas emissions, subject to the constraints of 
feasibility and financial viability.' 
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regenerate soils. Helping with both 
the Climate and Ecological 
emergency.  

139     
Extinction 
Rebellion 
Plymouth 

General 

Under Engagement & responsibility 
the plan speaks of Public 
Consultation.  Under City wide 
consultation only large corporate 
bodies are involved such as UoP, 
NHS, Viridor and Marjon. This 
does little to inform, engage or 
enlist the general population. 
 
In addition the numbers of 
documents, their dates of 
production, the unexplained use of 
acronyms and sheer lengths of 
accompanying documents serves to 
make the process less accessible to 
the citizen. Crucially it is not 
accessible to those most vulnerable 
to the effects of Climate Change 
 
We would recommend the 
establishment of a Citizens’ 
Assembly (CA) as per the XR 
Climate & Ecological Emergency 
(CEE) Bill to consider the above 
issues.  With appropriate 
facilitation and input from, 
sometimes conflicting experts, to 
arrive at strategy. As per the CEE 
Bill the CA recommendations to 
be taken on board by PCC to 
direct and monitor action. CA to 
have an over-monitoring role.    

No 
change 

We want to enable anyone who wants to input to a 
consultation to do so and it is always helpful to get 
feedback where we don't achieve this as effectively as we 
could, this helps us with designing future consultations. The 
design of any particular consultation is related to the 
nature of the document or issue being consulted upon.  In 
this case, the consultation was for a very specific purpose 
on a high level policy document with a limited remit 
relating to policies and the climate emergency.  
Additionally, it was undertaken during the Covid-19 
pandemic limiting the ability for face to face engagement. 
There is a wider programme of engagement on the climate 
emergency taking place as part of the Climate Emergency 
Action Plan which will be much broader ranging and 
provide opportunities for people to engage further in this 
vital agenda. 
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140     
Plymouth 
Cycling 
Campaign 

Question 11 

We very much welcomed the 
review. However, we feel that the 
way the consultation is set out is 
an obstacle to ordinary people 
responding, as it requires many 
hours of reading through 
documents which are written in 
imprecise and rather abstract 
terms. This makes it difficult to 
know exactly what is being 
committed to. As there are no 
precise Key Performance 
Indicators, it would seem very 
difficult to hold the Council, or 
anyone involved in carrying out the 
Plan, to account on whether the 
objectives had or had not been 
met.   

No 
change 

We want to enable anyone who wants to input to a 
consultation to do so and it is always helpful to get 
feedback where we don't achieve this as effectively as we 
could, this helps us with designing future consultations. The 
design of any particular consultation is related to the 
nature of the document or issue being consulted upon.  In 
this case, the consultation was for a very specific purpose 
on a high level policy document with a limited remit 
relating to policies and the climate emergency.  
Additionally, it was undertaken during the Covid-19 
pandemic limiting the ability for face to face engagement. 
There is a wider programme of engagement on the climate 
emergency taking place as part of the Climate Emergency 
Action Plan which will be much broader ranging and 
provide opportunities for people to engage further in this 
vital agenda. 

141     
Plymouth 
Cycling 
Campaign 

Question 11 

We do not understand why GRO1 
‘Creating the conditions for 
economic growth’ and GRO3 
‘Accelerating the delivery of new 
homes’ are not included in the 
review. Both these areas of activity 
have an impact on emissions and 
potential for carbon reduction if 
carried out in an appropriate way. 
We consider that all parts of the 
Plymouth Plan should be reviewed 
to ensure that it is congruent with 
reaching the target of carbon 
neutrality by 2030.  

No 
change. 

Comments noted. The Plymouth Plan sets a shared 
direction of travel for the long term future of the city 
bringing together a number of strategic policies into one 
place, further detail on how this achieved is set out in 
Delivery Plans. The Plymouth Plan and Delivery Plans have 
to be read as a whole ensuring that both GRO1 and GRO3 
would have to conform with other policies that set 
standards on carbon neutrality and sustainable growth.  
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APPENDIX II: SCHEDULE OF RESPONSES (PARTNER MEETINGS AND CONVERSATIONS) 

 

Comment 
ID Partner Consultation point Comment summary Change 

made? Detailed response 

1 Growth 
Board Vision Glimpse of Plymouth 

as a healthy city 

The fuel poverty glimpse (Bullet 10) should refer 
to the ‘cost, efficiency and climate change impact 
of energy in homes’. 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed amend bullet 10 to read 'Huge strides have 
been made in addressing fuel poverty through 
programmes and initiatives to address the cost and 
efficiency and climate change impact of energy in 
homes'. 

2 Growth 
Board Vision Glimpse of Plymouth 

as a healthy city 

The transport system glimpse should refer to 
‘protects the environment, improves air quality 
and encourages healthy lifestyles’. 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed amended to read 'Each neighbourhood has good 
access to local employment opportunities, and a 
transport system that protects the environment, 
improves air quality and encourages healthy lifestyles 
and connects communities.’ 

3 Growth 
Board Vision 

Glimpse of Plymouth 
as an international 
city 

Plymouth is recognised as a leading sustainable 
city through its environmental credentials and its 
addressing of the Climate Emergency. 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed amended to read ‘Plymouth is recognised 
internationally as a leading sustainable clean, green 
city through its environmental credentials and the role 
that residents, businesses and visitors have all 
played in the addressing of the Climate 
Emergency’. 

4 Growth 
Board Vision Spatial Strategy 

Glimpse 

There will be a need for the next review of the 
Plymouth and South West Devon Joint Local 
Plan to more broadly and specifically address the 
issue of Climate Change. 

Comment 
noted 

Agreed that the next review of the Plymouth and South 
West Devon Joint Local Plan will need to assess the 
climate emergency in its next review but this does not 
need to be referenced within the Plymouth Plan. 

5 Growth 
Board Vision  Growing City 

Glimpse 

There is a need for the development of a City 
strength in Plymouth’s current economic 
strengths and assets 

No change Comments noted. 
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6 Growth 
Board Vision  Growing City 

Glimpse 

-        Addition to second bullet: A new and 
substantial cross-sector strength in businesses 
addressing, and supporting others to address, 
the climate emergency has been established and 
has delivered its share of the 2030 carbon 
neutral target. 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed add new bullet to read: Businesses across all 
sectors of the economy have addressed their 
own carbon emissions and the City has seen the 
development of a significant business sector 
enabling others, businesses and households, to 
do so.' 

7 Growth 
Board Vision  Growing City 

Glimpse 

-        Change to penultimate bullet: Plymouth's 
carbon footprint has been substantially reduced, 
with the achievement of net-zero carbon by 
2030, and the city is more resilient to the social, 
economic and environmental impacts of climate 
change. 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed bullet amended to read: ‘The population has 
played an active role in developing the city’s 
resilience to climate change leading to Plymouth's 
carbon footprint being substantially reduced, with the 
achievement of net-zero by 2030, and the city is 
more resilient to the social, economic and 
environmental impacts of climate change. 

 

8 Growth 
Board Themes Theme 2 – A Green 

City 
Yes, this should refer to the Council’s target of 
Plymouth being carbon-neutral by 2030. 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed amended to read: 'Our ambition to be a net-
zero city by 2030 is met by: 

9 Growth 
Board Themes Theme 2 – A Green 

City 

Point 2 of the Green City Theme could read: A 
thriving green economy is achieved, with a 
skilled and growing business base and workforce 
supporting land and marine located renewable 
energy generation and use, and reducing carbon 
emissions by businesses, homes and transport. 

Change made 

Agreed point 2 amended to read 'A thriving clean, 
green economy is achieved, with a skilled and growing 
business base and workforce supporting land and 
marine located renewable energy generation 
and use, and reducing carbon emissions by 
businesses, homes and transport.’ 

10 Growth 
Board Themes Theme 2 – A Green 

City 

In point 7 of the Green Theme perhaps we 
could say People and communities … are 
encouraged and empowered to meet the 
challenges posed by climate change and make 
their contribution to the achievement of the 
City’s 2030 carbon-neutral target. 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed amend point 7 to read: 'People and 
communities are aware of, value and contribute to the 
sustainability of the environment around them and are 
encouraged and empowered to meet the challenges 
posed by climate change and make their 
contribution through energy, travel and 
recycling choices to the achievement of the 
City's 2030 net-zero target.’ 

11 Growth 
Board Themes Theme 2 – A Green 

City 

Point 10 could read ‘Known for its food – 
exceptional quality, locally grown, low carbon, 
available to all; ….  

Change to be 
made 

Agreed amend point 10 to read: Known for its food - 
exceptional quality, locally grown, low carbon, 
available to all; with Plymouth building on its reputation 
as a 'sustainable food city'. 
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12 Growth 
Board 

Strategic 
Objectives 

Strategic Objective 
2: Delivering a 
growing city 

This could usefully incorporate the need to 
address the carbon impact of the city’s existing 
infrastructure as well as growth e.g.  … 

Comment 
noted 

The objective deals with future growth where the 
Council can shape delivery through schemes or the 
granting of planning permission, Policy HEA8 Meeting 
local housing needs has been amended to support the 
reduction of emissions through retrofitting. 

13 Growth 
Board 

Strategic 
Objectives 

Strategic Objective 
2: Delivering a 
growing city 

Bullet 3 should read: Managing the city’s growth, 
and change, in a way that minimises carbon 
emissions, is resilient and adaptive to future 
technological and environmental changes and 
impacts, and which provides sustainable 
solutions for development, energy, and waste 
and water catchment management. 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed amend bullet point 3 to read: 'Managing the 
city’s growth, and change, in a way that minimises 
carbon emissions, is resilient and adaptive to future 
technological and environmental changes and impacts, 
and which provides sustainable solutions for 
development, energy, waste and water catchment 
management. 

14 Growth 
Board 

Strategic 
Objectives 

Strategic Objective 
2: Delivering a 
growing city 

Bullet 7 should read: Delivering a sustainable 
transport network that supports Plymouth’s 
long-term growth while at the same time 
addressing existing carbon emissions. 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed amend bullet 7 to read: Delivering a sustainable 
transport network that supports Plymouth’s long term 
growth while at the same time addressing 
existing carbon emissions. 

15 Growth 
Board 

Strategic 
Objectives 

Strategic Objective 
3: Delivering the 
international city 

Bullet 7 should read: Recognising Plymouth 
internationally as a leading green city that has 
made exemplary progress on addressing its 
carbon footprint. 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed amend bullet 7 to read: 'Recognising Plymouth 
internationally as a leading green city that has made 
exemplary progress on addressing its carbon 
footprint.' 

16 Growth 
Board Policies 

Policy GRO7: 
Reducing carbon 
emissions and 
adapting to climate 
change 

Amend the introductory sentence to be clear 
about carbon neutrality by 2030. 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed amend wording to read: The city will pursue the 
following approaches to deliver significant reductions in 
carbon emissions in Plymouth, aiming to achieve net-
zero by 2030 through: 

17 Growth 
Board Policies 

Policy GRO7: 
Reducing carbon 
emissions and 
adapting to climate 
change 

Bullet 6 – maybe use the more active word 
‘stimulate’ than ‘facilitate’ the move towards 
sustainable modes of travel. 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed amend wording to read: Seeking solutions that 
reduce the need to travel, and encourage the move 
towards sustainable modes of travel. 

 

18 Growth 
Board Policies 

Policy GRO9: 
Minimising 
Plymouth’s waste 

The policy possible needs a Bullet 9 – ‘In 
pursuing the above, the minimisation of 
greenhouse gas emissions will be paramount.’ 

Change to be 
made 

Rather than an additional bullet point the importance of 
carbon reduction should be in the introduction of the 
policy and should read The City will adopt an approach 
to waste management that strives to achieve the most 
sustainable solution with the minimisation of 
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greenhouse gas emissions, subject to the constraints 
of feasibility and financial viability. As such, the City will 
proactively support the development of a circular 
economy to gain maximum value from materials and 
products by keeping resources in use for as long as 
possible, and then recovering material value at the end 
of life. In order to achieve this outcome, the City will 
review its policies and plans which currently support 
the city's waste management in the following order: 1. 
Prevention; 2. Preparing for reuse; 3. Recycling; 4. 
Other recovery; 5. Disposal, and will aim to achieve a 
50 per cent recycling rate and a reduction in carbon 
emissions across the waste management 
hierarchy. 

19 Growth 
Board Policies 

Policy INT6: 
Enhancing 
Plymouth’s ‘green 
city’ credentials 

Bullet 1- could usefully read … to pursue 
ambitious carbon emission reduction targets (i.e. 
becoming carbon-neutral by 2030) and … 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed amend bullet 1 to read 'Developing and 
promoting our contribution to managing climate change 
and sea level rise through continuing to pursue 
ambitious carbon reduction emission targets (net-zero 
by 2030) and proactive natural network management, 
and putting in place infrastructure to enable businesses 
to make the transition to a low carbon economy. 

20 Growth 
Board Policies 

Policy HEA6: 
Delivering a safe, 
accessible, 
sustainable and 
health-enabling 
transport system 

Bullet 7 could usefully refer more widely to 
electric vehicle use e.g. investing in and 
promoting the growth of an electric vehicle 
charging network, encouraging electric vehicle 
take-up and use (cars, motorbikes, cycles, 
commercial vehicles, through electric vehicle 
clubs etc.) and working with partners … to 
reduce fossil-fuelled transport use. 

Change to be 
made in part 

Agreed amend bullet 7 to read: Investing in and 
promoting the growth of an electric vehicle charging 
network, encouraging electric vehicle take-up and 
use and continuing to work with partners to harness 
the benefits of alternative fuel technologies. 

21 Growth 
Board Policies 

Policy GRO4: Using 
transport 
investment to drive 
growth 

Yes, but can be addressed by reference to the 
suggested modified content of HEA6 (Delivering 
a safe, accessible, sustainable and health-enabling 
transport system) above. 

Comment 
noted 

The policies within the Plan need to be read as a whole. 
Policy HEA6 has been amended in line with suggested 
changes. 

22 Growth 
Board Policies Policy INT3 : 

Positioning 

Yes, in 3ii, rather than just ‘and responding to 
consumer demand for electric car charging 
facilities’ the sentence could end ‘and 

Change to be 
made 

Agreed amend Policy to read: ‘ii. Transforming the 
gateways to the city, including delivering comprehensive 
improvements to Plymouth Railway Station and Coach 
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Plymouth as a major 
UK destination 

encouraging the use of electric vehicles through 
provision of a wide spread of charging and hire  
locations.’ 

Station, building on the City’s cruise / ferry terminal 
strengths, and responding to consumer demand for 
electric car charging facilities and encouraging the 
use of electric vehicles through provision of a 
wide spread of charging and hire locations.’ 

 

23 Growth 
Board Policies 

Policy HEA8 – 
Meeting local 
housing needs 

Yes, the introduction to the policy should refer 
to decent, safe, affordable and low carbon home. 

Change to be 
made in part 

No change to introduction but new point 6 to be added 
to read: ‘Supporting and promoting the reduction 
of emissions through the use of sustainable 
building techniques and technologies while 
encouraging the retrofitting of existing homes to 
reduce their carbon footprint.’ 

 

24 Growth 
Board Policies 

Policy HEA8 – 
Meeting local 
housing needs 

Beyond that, there should be (perhaps between 
parts 4 and 5 of the policy) a new part along the 
lines of: 

See below See below 

25 Growth 
Board Policies 

Policy HEA8 – 
Meeting local 
housing needs 

Addressing the whole housing stock in respect 
of its carbon footprint through promotion and 
support for take-up of the wide range of 
minimum carbon approaches to energy use in 
homes.  

Change made 

New point added to policy to read ' 
'6. Supporting the reduction of emissions 
through the use of sustainable building 
techniques and technologies and encouraging 
the retrofitting of existing homes to reduce their 
carbon footprint.' 

26 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    All public transport to be electric - including 
coaches, taxis, major bus companies etc. No change 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for 
the long term future of the city bringing together a 
number of strategic planning processes into one place, 
further detail is set out in Delivery Plans such as the 
Local Transport Plan (LTP) and City Centre Transport 
Strategy. Comments relating to these plans will be 
forwarded to members of the relevant teams. The City 
Council is in constant discussions with the public 
transport providers. 

27 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    Improved recycling facilities for public areas and 
encouragement for the public to recycle more. No change 

The Policy already seeks an approach to waste which 
will achieve the most sustainable solution following the 
waste hierarchy at which prevention sits at the top. In 
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addition policy GRO9 support the enhancement of 
recycling facilities. 

28 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    Introduce an electric tram system No change 

Comments noted. These are interesting practical 
detailed proposals and will be passed onto the relevant 
teams dealing with any review of any supporting 
delivery plan. 

29 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    

Better cycle routes through the city which will 
encourage more people to cycle as a mode of 
transport. Most areas in the city are dangerous 
for cyclists due to the roads/congestion or 
having to use bus lanes. 

No change 

Comments noted. The Plan and its supporting delivery 
plans are very supportive in sustainable transport 
options. Transport planning and investment can play a 
significant role in delivering a healthy city in three 
primary ways. Firstly, through encouraging active travel 
such as walking and cycling, with the significant direct 
health benefits that are derived from physical exercise; 
secondly, through making it easier for people to get to 
services they need for their personal well-being and the 
things that will help them live healthier lives; and thirdly, 
through designing a safer, more accessible and more 
environmentally sustainable transport system. 

30 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    Introduce/increase areas around the city centre 
for workers/public to store bicycles No change 

Comments noted. These are interesting practical 
detailed proposals and will be passed onto the relevant 
teams dealing with any review of any supporting 
delivery plans or individual projects. 

31 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    

Harsher regulations against single use plastics. 
Plymouth declared itself to be the first ‘Plastic 
Free City’ – there are still a lot of businesses in 
Plymouth that use single use plastics. Single use 
plastics just need to be banned outright.  

No change 

Comments noted. These are interesting practical 
detailed proposals and will be passed onto the relevant 
teams dealing with any review of any supporting 
delivery plan. 

32 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    

Reduce the amount of traffic lights within the 
city and remove lights from roundabouts in 
order to improve flow of traffic instead of having 
stationary/static traffic during rush hours and 
weekends.  

No change 
Comments noted. The flow of traffic is monitored by 
highway engineers to achieve the most efficient flow of 
traffic. 

33 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    Turn traffic lights off during non-essential times 
– early hours of morning.  No change Comments noted. These are interesting practical 

detailed proposals and will be passed onto the relevant 
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teams dealing with any review of any supporting 
delivery plan. 

34 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    

Congestion charge for cars into Plymouth, 
unless they are hybrid or electric. Or one day a 
week where personal transport is not allowed 
into the centre – only public transport or car 
shares. 

No change 

Comments noted. These are interesting practical 
detailed proposals and will be passed onto the relevant 
teams dealing with any review of any supporting 
delivery plan. 

35 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    All PCC owned buildings to be energy efficient No change 

The City Council recognises its responsibility and has 
developed a Corporate Carbon Reduction Plan to sit 
alongside this city-wide Climate Emergency Action Plan. 
As an organisation, the City Council's emissions 
account for approximately 1% of the city's overall 
greenhouse gas emissions. Whilst these emissions have 
been reducing year-on-year, the pledge to make 
Plymouth carbon neutral by 2030 has accelerated the 
work to do more, more quickly, to reduce the 
Council’s own emissions. The Corporate Carbon 
Reduction Plan sets out actions that will be taken 
focusing upon the activities that are under the direct 
influence of Plymouth City Council as part of our 
business, such as buildings and vehicle fleet. The 
document also outlines actions that relate to policies, 
governance and behavioural changes that contribute to 
the City Council’s carbon emissions that need to be 
addressed. 

36 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    Reconsider fares on public transport and 
reintroduce savings/incentives No change 

Comments noted. These are interesting practical 
detailed proposals and will be passed onto the relevant 
teams dealing with any review of any supporting 
delivery plan. 

37 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    
It seems as though little changes are being 
proposed/made within the climate emergency 
plans.  

No change 

The declaration of a Climate Emergency by the Council 
highlights the importance of this issue and the reason 
for this update of the Plan. The Plymouth Plan sets a 
shared direction of travel for the long term future of 
the city bringing together a number of strategic policies 
into one place, further detail on how this achieved is set 
out in Delivery Plans. These Plans may need to be 
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reviewed to further support the revised Plymouth Plan. 
The progress made to date on the Climate Emergency 
Action Plan is also being reviewed and an updated 
version will be published in the New Year. 

38 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    

If want to be carbon neutral, why is PCC putting 
millions of pounds into the Forder Valley 
scheme, destroying a natural habitat and living 
area for wildlife including deer’s. 

No change 
The Council has to balance development not only 
against the environment but also the economy of the 
city and social wellbeing of its residents. 

39 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    

What about the incinerator at St Budeaux, this 
can be smelly at times, what emissions does it 
give out and how can that be used to help the 
environment and local area, what happened to 
the district heating system that was promised 
for the area  

No change 

Plymouth City Council in conjunction with DEFRA 
monitor air quality at a range of different sites and levels 
recorded prior to the MW Devonport plant opening 
are the same as they are now? This plant provides 
district heating for the whole of the dockyard saving the 
taxpayer millions of pounds a year and has capacity to 
fuel a wider area. 

40 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    

Although difficult in the current climate, PCC 
should encourage Plymouth residents, not just 
by sending out leaflets (which only go in the bin 
and is a waste of paper), but by coming up with 
roadshows to inform residents how they can 
make changes. 

No change 

Comments noted. The current impact of Covid-19 has 
also affected the range of consultation we can 
undertake as a Council at the moment but we do try an 
engage in a variety of ways with the public including face 
to face methods. 

41 
Green 
Champion 
members 

    Introduce incentives to make their homes more 
energy efficient No change 

Comments noted. These are interesting practical 
detailed proposals and will be passed onto the relevant 
teams dealing with any review of any supporting 
delivery plan. 

42 
Devon and 
Plymouth 
Chamber 

General   

It is very unlikely that these consultation 
documents have been viewed by local 
businesses. The opportunity to comment was 
not well publicised and it would appear that no 
supportive engagement was offered to the 
sector despite the sector’s role in delivering the 
aspirations of the Plymouth Plan. 
In future it is suggested that consultation 
opportunities are made available to the 
Chamber members via the Climate and 
Environment Strategic Priority group which, in 

No change 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for 
the long term future of the city bringing together a 
number of strategic policies into one place, further 
detail on how this achieved is set out in Delivery Plans. 
These Plans may need to be reviewed to further 
support the revised Plymouth Plan. The progress made 
to date on the Climate Emergency Action Plan is also 
being reviewed and an updated version will be published 
in the New Year. The Council always attempts to 
documents as accessible as possible, we always want to 
encourage as many people as possible to comment and 
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turn, will be able to circulate the opportunity to 
members and produce informative responses. 

wouldn't want anyone to feel like they can't comment 
or contribute because of the technical language. 
Unfortunately though in this case this is quite a 
technical consultation, and we are asking for resident's 
viewpoints on specific changes to policy which can be 
hard to then plain-English for residents without losing 
the detail. 
 
Consultation is difficult during the Covid-19 restrictions 
and usually the Council would be undertaking more 
events in support of this however the importance of the 
impact of climate change as highlighted by the Council 
declaring a climate emergency has led to this review of 
the  Plymouth Plan being undertaken at this time. The 
Council try to take a step back and look at what is 
produced to ensure everyone can understand it and we 
will be looking at the Plain English Campaign and 
whether there is any learning which can be shared/taken 
from it for future consultations and communications. 
We do want to ensure that anyone who wants to 
contribute, can. 

43 
Devon and 
Plymouth 
Chamber 

Updating 
the vision   

The significance of the Climate Emergency and 
the message it relays tends to focus the need for 
a simpler interpretation of the city’s Vision; with 
action focused on the single goal of sustainability 
(building on the city’s progress towards this). 
This in turn, would enable themes to be drawn 
out as required and for short or longer term 
attention to be paid to necessary outcomes and 
objectives. 
As such, the published ‘glimpses’ included in the 
‘Vision’ for the city do not really reflect an 
overall aspiration. The current wording doesn’t 
reflect : 
(a) Any sense of ambition to be a sustainable city 
(in the Brundtland definition sense and picking 
up on the progress made in this respect since 
2000). 

No change 

Comments noted. The Plymouth Plan sets a shared 
direction of travel for the long term future of the city 
bringing together a number of strategic planning 
processes into one place, further detail is set out in 
Delivery Plans such as the Climate Emergency Action 
Plan, Local Transport Plan (LTP) and Joint Local Plan 
(JLP). Agreed that this will not be achieved by the 
Council alone and that the population will have to play 
there part but the document and supporting delivery 
plans can help to significantly start the process of 
addressing change. The Plymouth Plan sets out a 
supportive and proactive approach to reducing carbon 
emissions but it is intended to be a flexible approach 
which allows the delivery plans and strategies to be 
updated quicker as technologies or national policy 
change. The full impact of Covid-19 and Brexit are yet 
to be fully understood but the ambitious target of a 
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(b) Any commitment to being a ‘green’ city – 
where environmental aspirations underpin 
investment and management. 
(c) Any reflection of the need to address Covid 
Recovery and the Government’s proposal to 
‘build back better’ (important for current coping 
mechanisms and to securing funding and 
investment in the near future). 
(d) Any links to Brexit and the need to reflect 
changes in trade negotiations, regulations and 
any adaptation to the loss of EU funding and 
trade deals. 
The existing separate themes (health, growth 
and an international role) now seem a little 
outdated as, although essential to the city’s 
future, they cannot be considered in isolation. 
Local business will require a much more 
integrated and clearly focused outlet for 
strategic leadership – a single but adaptable 
theme (sustainability) and clearly stated 
objectives and outcomes. 
We would suggest the Plan is realigned with the 
principles of the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals and that it reflects the content of the 
Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan. We 
appreciate that, politically, this may not be 
welcomed by the current city leadership but, as 
this Plan will determine a great deal of funding, 
investment, policy development and practical 
action within the next five to ten years, some 
recognition of its content is required. The 
adoption of the leading principle of sustainability 
would enable the flexibility to revise the 
Plymouth Plan should the Government approach 
change in due course. 
From a business perspective, Plymouth has 
always enjoyed an almost hidden level of 
commitment to environmental quality – both in 
management practice and productivity. The 

carbon neutral city by 2030 remains. The glimpses show 
what we aspire the city to look like in 2034.The Climate 
Change Emergency Action Plan sets out how we intend 
to respond to city-wide climate emergency. It outlines 
Plymouth's current carbon emissions, the challenges 
associated with becoming carbon neutral. This 
document is currently also being reviewed by the 
Council and sets out in more detail how we will move 
towards this ambitious target. 
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Vision needs to reflect this commitment or risk 
losing the confidence of those working towards 
local best practice. 
In terms of comparisons and targets, there 
needs to be a far greater focus on baselines and 
where they are derived from. Sources need to 
be accurate, trusted and applicable nationally. 
Targets are essential to incentives for action and 
businesses need to feel they know where they 
stand, what they can do and what ‘rewards’ they 
might expect if their actions contribute to key 
aspirations such as carbon neutrality by 2030. 
Regardless of the content of the Plan, there is a 
need to ensure easily accessible knowledge 
exchange and information. This is particularly 
important where the strategic guidance impacts 
on financial viability. 

44 
Devon and 
Plymouth 
Chamber 

Strategic 
Objectives 
- general 
comments 

  

Any strategic aspirations need to reflect the 
realities faced by the business sector. Again, 
recent BCC research found:   
• 15% of respondents are using reduction 
targets, slightly down from 21% in February.   
• When asked which measures, if any, firms 
were planning to use to reduce their carbon 
footprint:  
· 65% of respondents cited recycling  
· 51% of respondents cited reducing paper 
consumption  
· 48% of respondents cited the use of LED lights  
· 42% of respondents cited a reduction in car 
journeys  
· 40% of respondents cited reducing plastic 
consumption  
In response any strategic local plan will need to 
ensure public awareness and the exchange of 
knowledge with appropriate sectors to ensure 
that the aspirations can be delivered. 

No change Comments noted and welcomed. The information will 
be shared with the Climate Change team. 
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45 
Devon and 
Plymouth 
Chamber 

Question 
2   

Theme 2: A Green City should refer to the 
Council’s target of Plymouth being carbon 
neutral by 2030 but this must be supported by 
clear targets, based on viable, evidence-based 
baselines and a focused plan of action that 
includes engagement with the sector, reporting 
and measurability processes and some form of 
reflection on the sharing of best practice. In 
other words, the Plymouth Plan needs to be far 
more realistic in terms of its content and 
aspirations. 
At present the wording used for the outcomes 
is not particularly definitive; the actions needed 
are therefore not clear. 
Again, the city no longer benefits from the 
combined voice of a low carbon business 
network but the opportunity has arisen to 
revise this group and to work collaboratively 
towards the themes in the Plan. The target of 
carbon neutrality, and the need to act quickly 
and responsively, is essential to this. 
Are there any other changes to the themes or 
new themes you would like to suggest? Are 
there any other changes to the themes or new 
themes you would like to suggest? 
The revision of the Plymouth Plan to reflect the 
climate emergency must be brought right up to 
date with the inclusion of any current Green 
Recovery Plans (nationally or locally – Resurgam 
for example). Without these the Plan will soon 
become very outdated. 

Changed in part 

Comments noted. The theme has been amended to 
include the target of being net-zero by 2030. The 
Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for the 
long term future of the city bringing together a number 
of strategic planning processes into one place. The 
Council is currently updating the Climate Emergency 
Action Plan which includes targets and the monitoring 
of progress.  In addition the comments regarding 
monitoring has been sent to the Climate Change Team. 

46 
Devon and 
Plymouth 
Chamber 

Question 
3   

These objectives will need to be revised in the 
light of any changes to the Vision and Outcomes. 
From a business perspective we would call for 
more clarity and definition in terms of the action 
and engagement expected. 

No change 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for 
the long term future of the city bringing together a 
number of strategic planning processes into one place. 
The Council is currently updating the Climate 
Emergency Action Plan which includes targets and the 
monitoring of progress.  In addition the comments 
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regarding monitoring has been sent to the Climate 
Change Team. 

47 
Devon and 
Plymouth 
Chamber 

Question 
4   

The Plan needs to set out exactly what the 
baselines for change are, how these have been 
derived, the actions needed (in order of impact) 
and the contribution expected from the city’s 
various sectors. This policy can no longer afford 
to be generic.  

No change 

The Council is currently updating the Climate 
Emergency Action Plan which includes targets and the 
monitoring of progress.  The Plymouth Plan sets out a 
supportive and proactive approach to reducing carbon 
emissions but it is intended to be a flexible approach 
which allows the delivery plans and strategies to be 
updated quicker as technologies or national policy 
change. 

48 
Devon and 
Plymouth 
Chamber 

Question 
5   

Many still do not associate waste management, 
recycling and the use of plastics, with reduced 
emissions and this is essential to business based 
environmental management. In turn, this impacts 
on the value of the service infrastructure and 
the costs and scope of service provision. 

Change made 

The policy supports and encourages waste recovery 
however to ensure that this links directly to the 
importance of carbon reduction the introduction of the 
policy has been amended to read 'The city will adopt an 
approach to waste management that strives to achieve 
the most sustainable solution with the minimisation 
of greenhouse gas emissions, subject to the 
constraints of feasibility and financial viability.' 

49 
Devon and 
Plymouth 
Chamber 

Question 
6   

 The baselines need to be explained and defined 
and reflected in terms of local action. What do 
you wish businesses to do? 

No change 

The Council is currently updating the Climate 
Emergency Action Plan which provides greater detail 
and includes targets and the monitoring of progress. An 
updated version is due to be published in the New 
Year. The Plymouth Plan sets out a supportive and 
proactive approach to reducing carbon emissions but it 
is intended to be a flexible approach which allows the 
delivery plans and strategies to be updated quicker as 
technologies or national policy change. 

50 
Devon and 
Plymouth 
Chamber 

Question 
7   

This is particularly important as work dynamics 
have already changed in the light of the Covid 19 
crisis. Again, many will not realise the potential 
link with emissions and action on climate 
change. Clarity is needed to encourage the 
required engagement. Working from home, 
public transport use (where possible) and a 
scaling down of the expansion of road transport 
will all need explanation and strategic leadership. 

No change 

Comments noted. The Council is very aware of the 
issues around changes work patterns as a result of 
Covid-19 this has also impacted the numbers using 
public transport and the Council is working with public 
transport  providers to address this ongoing issue. The 
Plan and its supporting delivery plans are very 
supportive in sustainable transport options. Transport 
planning and investment can play a significant role in 
delivering a healthy city in three primary ways. Firstly, 
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through encouraging active travel such as walking and 
cycling, with the significant direct health benefits that 
are derived from physical exercise; secondly, through 
making it easier for people to get to services they need 
for their personal well-being and the things that will 
help them live healthier lives; and thirdly, through 
designing a safer, more accessible and more 
environmentally sustainable transport system. 

51 
Devon and 
Plymouth 
Chamber 

Question 
8   

This need to be considered as the scale of road 
building may need to change together with the 
levels of investment in alternative transport.  

No change 

Comments noted. The impact of new road schemes in 
terms of environmental impact along with the social and 
economic benefit is always carefully considered before 
being agreed. 

52 
Devon and 
Plymouth 
Chamber 

Question 
9   

As a city we need to show we are leading 
through best practice, advanced thinking and 
practical action. Our research base may rely on 
the image we reveal to the rest of the World, 
particularly after Brexit, and the investment 
momentum needs to be maintained. Increasingly 
environmental credentials are influencing 
decision making in terms of investment and the 
city needs to maintain its position in attracting 
the best in this field. 

No change Comments noted and will be passed onto the climate 
change team. 

53 
Devon and 
Plymouth 
Chamber 

Question 
10   

This will be essential to those businesses 
involved in development and construction 
where advances in eco-building, passive housing 
and carbon neutral buildings need to be 
reflected and aspirations met with clear guidance 
and leadership. Again, we are not the only city 
to aspire to this but, allowing for the new 
proposals, we have a vast and somewhat dated 
housing stock that will also need to be taken in 
to account through retrofitting and 
refurbishment. As the costs here could be high, 
the leadership of a clear strategy will be essential 
and the goals will be the key to what we can 
achieve and why. 

No change 

The Council strongly encourages the use of green 
technologies and the regeneration of existing buildings 
and brownfield land with more sustainable 
replacements. GRO7 is the policy that deals with the 
retrofitting of existing buildings while the supporting 
text to this policy highlights that the JLP sets out how 
the planning process will be used to support this policy. 
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54 
Devon and 
Plymouth 
Chamber 

Question 
11   

Yes – the way in which engagement with the 
public and the business sector are engaged in 
revisions and delivery. Although this is a 
strategic document, its delivery will rely on the 
investment of the city’s sectors and, at this time 
of climate emergency, there is a need to draw 
on the reserves of expertise and experience 
within the business and research sector. 
Recovery from Covid 19 makes this approach 
even more important as, to succeed, we will all 
need to pull together towards a sustainable city 
and not a city defined by separate themes and 
values. 

No change 

The Plymouth Plan sets a shared direction of travel for 
the long term future of the city bringing together a 
number of strategic policies into one place, further 
detail on how this achieved is set out in Delivery Plans. 
These Plans may need to be reviewed to further 
support the revised Plymouth Plan. The progress made 
to date on the Climate Emergency Action Plan is also 
being reviewed and an updated version will be published 
in the New Year, this document sets out in more detail 
targets and monitoring.  Wouldn’t want anyone to feel 
like they can't comment or contribute because of the 
technical language. 
Consultation is difficult during the Covid-19 restrictions 
and usually the Council would be undertaking more 
events in support of this however the importance of the 
impact of climate change as highlighted by the Council 
declaring a climate emergency has led to this review of 
the  Plymouth Plan being undertaken at this time. 
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