
 
 

 

Compton Gifford: see PPP series BSCG 
 

Compton Gifford (now Compton), along with its neighbour Weston Peverell (Pennycross), were 

interesting survivals of an ancient form of self-government, the tything. Saxon in origin, and derived from 

the banding together of ten households as the smallest unit within a Hundred, tythings were civil not 

ecclesiastical in nature, and survived where the area comprised only part of a parish. Compton Gifford 

comprised 642 acres (according to the 1840 Tithe Map). It had originally been in the parish of  

St Andrew (Plymouth) but, after 1638, it was instead attached to the newly created Charles parish.   

 

The Plymouth to Tavistock Turnpike ran north through Compton Gifford. The roads improvement, 

after 1804, led to Townsend Hill (1813) and Hartley Hill (1828) having their gradients reduced. It is on 
the line of this road, at Hartley, just north of the junction with Higher Compton Road, where the 

surviving “Tything of Compton Gifford” boundary stone (BSCG 2) can be found, located in the wall on 

the eastern side of the road, between the two sets of traffic lights and outside 154 Mannamead Road. It 

is positioned next to an ancient cross head, with a Tything of Weston Peverell boundary stone (BSWP 

2) on the other side of the cross. Both the stones and the cross head are made of granite. 

 

The ‘three’ stones at Hartley are pictured right.  

The Compton Gifford stone is to the right of the 

cross head. This digitally altered image shows the 

correct inscription “Tything” picked out in  

White. For some time, the stone has been 

mistakenly painted on the top line to say 

“Plymouth” (see the survey photo at BSCG 2) - 

as if it were a milestone. Sadly the tarmac level of 

the pavement is rising and largely obscures the 

bottom line of the inscription: “Gilford”.  

 

 

The scene left cannot be much different from that in 

1893. That was when the Compton Gifford Local Board 

(CGLB) erected this stone in the valley where the 

Parkway now runs, and where that road is now crossed 

by a pedestrian footbridge below Reddington Road. The 

CGLB stones were erected at an early stage during the 

local opposition to the Borough Extension plan of 

Plymouth. Plymouth’s 1894 ‘bid’, failed - but much of 

Compton Gifford was absorbed in 1896. The stone 

pictured is BSCG 5 in the survey and is Compton Gifford 

No. “21”. 
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The second half of the nineteenth century saw the development of Compton Gifford, as Plymouth’s 

suburbs spread along Mutley Plain, at that time the boundary between the Tything and Plymouth. Built 

partly on the boundary line, the Hyde Park Hotel probably dates from the 1850s (see Plymouth stone 

BSPC 47). Development proceeded up Townsend Hill from there, first to Mannamead and then to 

Hartley. The 50 houses of 1851 had become 140 by 1861 and Compton’s population nearly doubled 

between 1871 and 1881, when a Local Board was formed to administer an area that had grown to a 

population of over 2000. In 1880, a part of St Andrews parish was added to the Tything. In 1893, the 

Plymouth Borough Council proposed a wide ranging extension of the Borough including taking in all of 

Compton Gifford. Compton Gifford fought the plan and erected a new series of stones to demark their 

boundary. 

 

In 1894, at the time of a Public Enquiry into the Plymouth proposal, it was stated that eight of the 

members of the Plymouth Town Council lived in Compton Gifford. Many of these had business interests 

in Plymouth, as did R. N. Worth, a Compton resident and noted Plymouth historian. Worth became 

Chairman of the Compton Gifford Local Board in 1891. He led the campaign of the Local Board against 

the Plymouth extension plan but died on 3rd July 1896, while the matter was still subject to 

Parliamentary scrutiny. Agreement was reached less than a month later. The result was the first 

extension of Plymouth’s boundary since its incorporation as a borough in 1439. This led to the majority 

of Compton Gifford being brought within “Greater Plymouth” with effect from 9th November 1896. An 

area of 167 acres still remained outside the town until this too was absorbed in 1938.  

 

A group of eight stones inscribed “CGLB” and each with the date 
1893 and the initials “RNW” survive. They are all limestone and are 

numbered, and while the highest number is “22” (see left - stone 

BSCG 14 in Elm Road, Mannamead), it is not known if twenty-two 

stones were erected. No map or other documentary evidence as to 

the numbering has been traced.  

 

One of the surveyed stones (BSCG 8) is in a hedge bank on 

Eggbuckland Road and appears to have been buried for many years. 

It can be found by the junction with the footpath to Michigan Way 

(see below right).  It is not included in E. Masson Phillip’s list of 

boundary stones within the 

extended boundary, published 

in the 1985 Transactions of the 

Devonshire Association (p. 75). 

It is, therefore, a new 

discovery by the survey team. 

 

It is likely that some of the 1893 stones, and possibly some earlier 

ones, were lost in the aftermath of the contested take-over of 

Compton Gifford by Plymouth. The Western Daily Mercury report 

of 15th October 1896 stated that, “In the added districts many of the older boundary stones were seen to have 

been displaced by others bearing the Plymouth town arms and the initials of its Mayor.” (See further in the 

section on Boundary Stones on Plymouth Extensions). 

 

 


