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Transport and Communications

Developing an effective transport system - to produce a 
safe and effective transport system that balances the needs 

of all users.

Promoting inclusive communities - to reduce social 
inequalities, renew disadvantaged neighbourhoods, 

protect the vulnerable and ensure access for all members 
of the community to services and opportunities.

Maintaining a clean and sustainable environment - to 
create a more attractive environment that is safe, clean and 

tidy as well as being a more healthy and diverse  
natural environment.
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Introduction

14.1 The city’s communication links are vital to 
its economic prosperity and social wellbeing. In 
the past Plymouth’s perceived remoteness from 
Europe’s core has been felt to be a constraint to 
economic growth. This peripherality can be mitigated 
through investment in faster connections to London 
and the continent, through the development of 
IT infrastructure and by promoting an economic 
strategy that focuses on the strengths of the city.

14.2 But equally important is the need for good 
transport connections within the city and its sub-
region. To improve our quality of life and the city’s 
economic performance, we need to radically 
improve local accessibility - but in a manner which is 
sensitive to our unique environment.

14.3 For most people, our increased ability to 
travel has been one of the most liberating features 
of recent decades. But it has come at a cost to the 
environment – and it is a cost that is increasing. 
Living more sustainably includes reducing car 
dependence - enabling us to make more journeys on 
foot, by cycling or by public transport.

14.4 Accessibility affects everybody. People need 
to be able to travel easily and safely in their daily 
lives, whether on foot, by bike, by bus, by car or in 
a wheelchair. It is essential, if we are to reduce car 
dependence, that accessibility considerations are 
integrated into all new developments. 

14.5 Accessibility lies at the heart of creating 
sustainable linked communities where services, 
employment and facilities are provided within 
easy walking distance of homes. However, it is 
important to recognise that for people with mobility 
impairments there are additional obstacles to travel 
- even over short distances. Raised kerbs, steps and 
uneven pavements are all barriers to movement for 
wheelchair users, people with sight impairments, 
older people, and carers with young children. It 
is essential that their needs are recognised and 
planned for in the design of all new development.

14.6 It is the task of this LDF to promote a spatial 
plan that delivers the transport infrastructure 
necessary to enable Plymouth to grow in a 
sustainable way, whilst minimising the need to 
travel, and providing a choice of more sustainable 
modes of transport.

Context

14.7 The National, Regional and sub-regional 
transport policy agendas are very clear. Successive 
Government White Papers, the emerging Regional 
Transport Strategy and the Plymouth Area Transport 
Strategy all carry the same theme of promoting the 
most sustainable modes of travel and discouraging 
the least sustainable. The draft Regional Spatial 
Strategy sets out some of the key infrastructure 
requirements for the Plymouth sub-region, including:

•	 Improvements	to	Plymouth	Airport	including	a	
runway extension and new terminal facilities

•	 The	provision	of	a	road	/	rail	freight	
interchange at Tavistock Junction (Plympton)

•	 The	creation	of	sea	freight	/	cruise	liner	
facilities

•	 The	provision	of	High	Quality	Public	Transport	
(HQPT)	links	on	the	eastern	and	northern	
corridors, and along the waterfront area

•	 The	provision	of	a	range	of	additional	
transport measures in relation to Sherford, 
including a strategic transport interchange, 
junction improvements and improved links to 
the A379

•	 The	provision	of	a	new	boulevard	link	between	
Millbay and the City Centre

•	 Improved	links	between	Saltash	/	Torpoint	and	
the city, including Park and Ride provision, 
water transport, ferry and the management 
of traffic flows through innovative use of ferry 
and bridge tolling.

14.8 The main elements of the strategic 
communication network, linking Plymouth to the rest 
of the South West Region, the wider UK and Europe, 
include:

•	 The	A38	Devon	Expressway	and	the	main	rail	
links

•	 Plymouth	Airport	and	commercial	port

The information technology and telecommunications 
networks.

Plymouth is also on a major strategic route to 
Cornwall (with rail, road and ferry links), which itself 
is a priority area for economic regeneration. It is 
therefore important to maintain these through links 
to a high standard.

Transport and communications
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14.9 The city’s future prosperity depends, in part, 
on the continual improvement of these vital links. It 
is also important, both socially and economically, 
to improve the city’s links with its surrounding 
hinterland. Significant numbers travel into Plymouth 
from the surrounding towns for work, shopping, 
entertainment, healthcare and education.

14.10 A recent report into the future of Plymouth 
City Airport concludes that it contributes substantially 
to the economy of the city and the surrounding 
area – and would do so increasingly as sustainable 
economic and population growth is delivered. 
However, the current Plymouth Airport layout is 
not adequate to accommodate the next generation 
of turbo prop aircraft. Should no enlargement of 
the runway and its associated safety areas be 
undertaken in the next few years, the facility itself 
would probably close on the retirement from service 
of the current type of aircraft. This could be during 
the period covered by the LDF. To achieve a 
situation where the airport becomes a cost effective 
facility in its own right, passenger numbers would 
need to increase from approximately 250,000 today 
to around 580,000 by 2021. Current trends in air 
travel and current economic forecasts indicate that 
this is quite practical.

14.11 The development of the Internet and 
Broadband has reduced the perceived peripherality 
of the city and it is important to maximise the use of 
such emerging technologies to offset the physical 
transport challenges of this western location.

14.12 In Plymouth itself, the two main bus operators 
currently provide a reasonable level of public 
transport throughout much of the urban area, 
and the progressive introduction of accessibility 
measures and Real Time Passenger Information 
are making some improvements to the public 
transport offer. However, issues with route coverage, 
infrastructure, vehicle types, fare structure and 
reliability have hampered the provision of credible 
alternatives	to	the	private	car.	Indeed,	since	2002/3	
there has been a 12% decline in bus patronage. 
The need to better understand travel patterns as 
well as upgrade this network to provide a state-of-
the-art	HQPT	network,	with	modern	rolling	stock	
and interchanges, is paramount to presenting Public 
Transport as the attractive alternative to commuting 
by car.

14.13 Rail also plays a role in the urban public 
transport network. In addition to the main railway 
station, there are 5 inner-city stations, which provide 
a modest level of commuter services for travellers 
living in South Devon, East Cornwall and the 
Tamar Valley. The city’s aspiration is to support 
improvements to the network locally, as well as 
promote a more ‘joined up approach’ regionally and 
nationally in order to help the modal shift to more 
sustainable transport solutions.

14.14 Plymouth is quite a self-contained city, with 
78% of people employed in the city also working 
there. However, 12,800 commute from outside of 
Plymouth each day – 46% from the South Hams 
and 14% from Cornwall. To maintain this level 
of containment against a backcloth of ever more 
comfortable vehicles and subtle marketing, it is vital 
that the Public Transport alternative is comfortable 
and cost effective.

14.15 Traffic growth nationally has proceeded at 
about 2% per annum, but within the city cordon 
traffic growth has all but stabilised from a 2000 
base – in part due to traffic demand management 
measures taken pro-actively in the previous decade. 
This has resulted in a city, which is - in comparison 
to many other towns and cities – relatively free of 
congestion, other than at peak periods on critical 
sections of the northern, eastern and western 
corridors. The value to the city of maintaining this 
position, in the face of ever growing car ownership 
and usage cannot be exaggerated in terms of its 
economic, social and environmental impact.
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Plymouth’s Transport Strategy 

14.16 The Local Transport Plan for the period 2006-
2016 (LTP2) sets out a five year transport capital 
investment programme within the context of a long 
term vision to transform Plymouth’s sustainable 
transport network. It sets out 7 strategic objectives 
for transport planning: 

1.  To improve accessibility and social inclusion

2.  To reduce the rate of growth of traffic 
congestion

3.  To improve road safety

4.  To improve air quality and the environment

5.  To support Plymouth’s urban renaissance and 
sustainable growth

6.  To improve the quality of life

7.  To make maintenance more efficient and 
effective.

14.17 These objectives are supported by a number 
of key principles, the most relevant in relation to links 
to the Core Strategy include: 

•	 The importance of public transport - placing 
public transport at the heart of the strategy; 
and 

•	 Meeting current and future needs - 
acknowledging the importance of a long term 
strategy to support regeneration - and to 
provide an infrastructure to facilitate planned 
developments in the City Centre and the 
eastern and northern corridors.

14.18 LTP2 is set within the context of a longer 
term vision for transport which has at its heart the 
development	of	a	strategic	network	for	HQPT.	This	
is seen as a key element to enable the LDF’s spatial 
vision of sustainable growth to be delivered. The 
essential	elements	of	HQPT	include:

•	 High	quality	information	material	available	in	
the home or at the start of the journey (e.g. 
“Traveline”, personalised journey planning, 
timetables and route plans)

•	 Safe	and	attractive	bus	stop	environment	and	
interchanges with real time information

•	 Bus	tram	or	light	rail	at	a	ten	minute	frequency	
and very reliable services

•	 State	of	the	art	accessible	vehicles	along	
routes

•	 Bus	priority	for	reliable	and	speedy	journeys

•	 Whole	system	approach	supported	by	parking	
management

•	 Access	to	primary	destinations	e.g.	City	
Centre and Derriford

•	 Travel	incentives	and	easy	payment	methods

•	 Attractive	design,	attention	to	detail	and	high	
standards of customer service and promotion

•	 Future	growth	potential	built	in	–	starts	as	bus	
travel, but subject to economic appraisal can 
be developed to intermediate technology and 
eventually to Light Rapid Transit.

14.19	The	strategic	HQPT	network	proposed	is	
shown on the Transport Strategy diagram 11. LTP2 
identifies a sequential approach to the delivery of the 
network:

Eastern Corridor: 
2006-2011. Major scheme bid, including park and 
ride at edge of city, services to City Centre and 
Derriford, A38 junction improvements, bus priority 
measures on A379, bus priority across Laira Bridge 
and Embankment Road, (the need for Park and Ride 
on the A379 will be tested at a future date). 
2011-2016. Implementation of Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) using disused rail alignments between 
Sherford and Laira Bridge; completion of links to 
Langage	and	Derriford	/	Airport	using	new	Forder	
Valley link.

Northern Corridor: 
2006-2011. Establishment of Derriford interchange; 
high quality buses on the route; bus priority 
measures; real time passenger information; 
increased frequency.

Western Corridor: 
2006-2011. Increase frequency; introduce low floor 
buses; extend route to Derriford area; construction 
of a park and ride site west of Tamar Bridge. 
2011-2016. Upgrade	to	a	bus	based	HQPT	route	
from park and ride west of Tamar Bridge.

Citywide network: 
2006-2011.	Establish	Quality	Bus	Partnership	
Agreement; bus route audit and rationalisation; 
upgrade of remaining bus stops; introduction of 
smartcards; feasibility study in order to secure land 
to	support	further	HQPT	development. 
2016-2026. Consolidate and complete bus based 
HQPT	and	expand	to	serve	travel	to	work	area;	
investigate upgrading to LRT or similar.
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14.20 In relation to other strategic transport, the city 
will work with other partners to:

•	 Develop	and	extend	the	local	rail	links	into	
the city – including supporting the Devon and 
Cornwall Rail Partnership in implementing 
pilot Community Rail initiatives on the Tamar 
Valley Line, and in continuing to work towards 
the reinstatement of the Drake Line to 
Tavistock

•	 Deliver	a	road	/	rail	freight	interchange	at	
Tavistock Junction, with improved connections 
to the port

•	 Improve	the	Airport,	railway	station	and	coach	
station

•	 Promote	improved	rail	and	road	connections	
into the city.

14.21 It is important that the LDF supports the 
delivery of all of the transport priorities highlighted 
in LTP2 and the wider transport strategy. These 
also include measures to improve accessibility and 
safety, to tackle congestion, and to promote walking 
and cycling (including the SW Coastal Path and 
the National Cycle Network). It will be particularly 
important to ensure that transport measures 
contribute to the objective of building a city of 
sustainable linked communities, and are designed to 
a high standard such that they integrate well with the 
surrounding urban form.
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Strategic Objective and Policies

Strategic Objective 14  
Delivering Sustainable Transport

To reduce the need to travel and deliver a sustainable transport network that supports Plymouth’s long term 
growth, improves its connectivity with the rest of the UK, Europe and beyond, and provides an improved 
environment and a high quality of life for the city’s communities. This will be achieved through:

1. Supporting new investment in strategic public transport infrastructure, including bus, coach, rail, sea and 
air transport.

2. Supporting new investment in sea and rail freight infrastructure, including the safeguarding of key sites.

3. Supporting the development of infrastructure for telecommunications and information technology - but in 
the context of a coordinated approach to provision that takes account of the impact on the environment 
and public health.

4. Improving accessibility and social inclusion through providing for a compact city of sustainable linked 
communities, which have a range of services and facilities, and which are well connected to major 
employment and service destinations in the city. 

5. Reducing the rate of growth of traffic congestion through promoting modal shift to sustainable transport 
methods, implementing effective demand management, and ensuring that development takes place in 
locations which are accessible by a range of transport modes. 

6. Improving road safety, by delivering appropriate infrastructure improvements with new development.

7. Improving the environment and quality of life through transport infrastructure improvements and applying 
policies to ensure developments include measures to address the adverse impacts of traffic.

8. Delivering an integrated sustainable transport programme for the city, focused on a network of High 
Quality	Public	Transport	(HQPT)	routes	linked	to	strategic	park	and	ride	sites.	

9 Promoting walking and cycling as a major mode of travel in the city and in support of community, health 
and tourism objectives.

Targets

•	 Increasing	passenger	numbers	using	Plymouth	Airport	to	580,000	per	annum	by	2021.

•	 Increase	the	percentage	of	all	households	in	deprived	areas	that	are	within	30	minutes	travel	time	by	
public transport of Derriford Hospital and Tamar Science Park (LTP2 target). 

•	 Compared	with	the	1994-98	average,	reduce	the	number	of	fatalities	and	serious	injuries	due	to	road	
accidents	by	60%	by	2010	–	including	an	80%	reduction	in	the	number	of	child	fatalities	/	serious	injuries	
and a 20% reduction in minor casualties (LTP2 target). 

•	 Compared	with	the	2003/4	base,	increase	public	transport	(bus)	usage	by	7.3%	by	2010/11	(LTP2	target).	

•	 Ensure	traffic	growth	does	not	exceed	a	total	of	4.2%	between	2004	and	2010,	from	a	baseline	of	1,118	
million kilometres in 2004 (LTP2 target). 

•	 Have	no	declared	Air	Quality	Management	Areas	(AQMA)	arising	from	Transport	across	the	city	(LTP2	
target). 

•	 Ensure	that	all	new	development	is	located	within	400m	of	a	bus	stop.	

•	 Deliver	a	HQPT	service	to	serve	eastern	Plymouth	from	the	occupation	of	the	first	homes	at	the	Sherford	
new	community,	and	to	develop	the	HQPT	service	in	line	with	future	development	in	the	eastern	corridor.	
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14.22 These are the primary means by which 
Plymouth is connected to the wider world and, 
therefore, the key arterial routes by which the 
economic and social lifeblood of the city flows.

14.23 In relation to Plymouth Airport, the recent 
Airport Study (2006) demonstrated both an 
economic and environmental justification for the 
airport. The airport is an extremely important 
part of the city’s strategic transport infrastructure. 
Expansion of the airport is necessary if it is to be 
a viable proposition in the long term. This would 

include a runway extension. The Study presented 
two options – one for 158 metres extension which 
would enable some jets to use the airport, and 
a shorter option of 48 metres – this supports the 
next generation of turbo props (which would enable 
Plymouth to be connected with destinations as far 
afield as the Mediterranean). A longer extension 
is not possible without widening the entire length 
of runway. This would have unacceptable social 
consequences as it would involve redevelopment of 
residential areas. The shorter (48 metres) extension 
is proposed because it delivers the increased 

Policy CS27 
Supporting Strategic Infrastructure Proposals

The Council will support strategic infrastructure proposals to enhance Plymouth’s connectivity with other 
parts of the region, the country and Europe by air, water, rail, road and information technology. In particular it 
will support, subject to environmental impact assessment where appropriate: 

1.	 The	construction	of	an	HQPT	network	to	serve	the	whole	city,	including:

	 •	 Eastern	Corridor:	Deep	Lane	Park	and	Ride	to	City	Centre

	 •	 Eastern	Corridor:	Deep	Lane	Park	and	Ride	to	Derriford	

	 •	 Northern	Corridor:	George	Junction	Park	and	Ride	to	City	Centre

	 •	 Western	Corridor:	potential	Western	Park	and	Ride	site	to	City	Centre	

	 •	 Integrated	links	to	local	transport	modes	and	services

	 •	 High	quality	passenger	transport	interchanges	on	all	routes

	 •	 High	quality	buses	delivered	through	Bus	Quality	Partnership	Agreements

2. Infrastructure improvements at Plymouth City Airport, enabling it to meet a fuller range of business and 
leisure needs, including:

	 •	 Extending	the	main	runway	by	48	metres	to	enable	the	next	generation	of	turbo	prop	aircraft	to	use	the	 
 airport. 

	 •	 Decommissioning	of	the	shorter	runway.

	 •	 Increasing	the	size	of	the	airport’s	apron	to	allow	more	aircraft	to	park.

	 •	 Extending	the	passenger	terminal	buildings.

	 •	 Relocating	the	maintenance	hanger	and	engine	testing	area	(which	should	be	built	to	high	standard	for	 
 noise attenuation).

	 •	 Releasing	surplus	land	for	development,	to	help	finance	infrastructure	improvements.

3. Further development of facilities to support Plymouth port, including improved rail freight infrastructure 
and a rail freight interchange at Tavistock Junction.

4. Redevelopment of Plymouth railway station as part of a wider package of measures to transform this 
gateway into the city and improve the connections between the station and the City Centre and the 
proposed Life Centre at Central Park, as well as other rail initiatives (e.g. Tamar Valley Line, Inter City 
Improvements).

5. Development of a new coach station for Plymouth within the City Centre, to improve passenger facilities 
and pedestrian links to the Barbican, Hoe and the retail core as part of this important gateway into the 
city.

6. Development of information technology infrastructure. 
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connectivity required for economic development 
purposes whilst also being the most financially viable 
proposition. Public sector investment is however 
likely to be required in relation to all scenarios. 
The study demonstrated that this investment could 
bring some local environmental benefits, through 
for example, improved management of the noise 
environment, although clearly there would be 
potential environmental consequences too, and 
these will need to be considered in detail through 
environmental impact assessment of specific 
proposals with appropriate mitigation measures 
built in to any development. Given the nature of 
the airport and the aircraft that could land there, 
the study considered that there would be very little 
impact on climate change. However, these impacts 
too would need to be assessed as part of the 
environmental impact assessment.

14.24 In relation to the rail network, there is 
considerable under-utilised potential to use the 
local railway network to replace commuter journeys, 
currently undertaken by car, with rail-based travel 
for at least part of the travel to work journey of 
many visitors to the city. The Council has limited 
scope to make changes to the railway network or 
service provision directly, but in collaboration with 
stakeholders and strategic partners it seeks to 
enhance and upgrade the system to the benefit of 
the city and the surrounding travel-to-work-area. This 
would include supporting initiatives to:

•	 Secure	network	capacity	improvements	at	
stations in Reading, Bristol and Birmingham

•	 Implement	improvements	at	Plymouth’s	local	
railway stations

•	 Support	a	Dawlish	sea	wall	route	diversion	
scoping study

•	 Improve	the	frequency	of	services	to	Ivybridge	
station

•	 Reinstate	the	Plymouth	to	Tavistock	Line

•	 Develop	a	rail/freight	interchange	at	Tavistock	
Junction.

14.25 Delivery of the strategic infrastructure will be 
by means of public and private funding. Developer 
contributions, demand management revenue and 
Regional and National support will be required to 
create a source of finance for the enhancement of 
the strategic links.
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14.26 This policy seeks to ensure that emerging 
Local Development Documents and the 
considerations of planning applications all have 
regard to the need to deliver the sustainable 
transport objectives of the plan. Within this context, 
it is important that the promotion of water transport 
should be delivered in a way that avoids adverse 

impacts on the integrity of the Natura 2000 
sites. Where appropriate, it will be amplified in 
Supplementary Planning Documents. In addition, 
detailed transport proposals will, where appropriate, 
be identified in Area Action Plans.

Policy CS28 
Local Transport Considerations

The Council will develop and promote a high quality and sustainable transport system for the city and reduce 
the need to travel through spatial planning and design, including the following elements:

1. Improving accessibility. New commercial development, which generates significant demand for travel, 
should be provided in locations well served by a variety of modes of travel, including public transport. 
Higher density of developed will be expected to be provided near to public transport interchanges and the 
High	Quality	Public	Transport	network.

2. Ensuring that sustainable and safe transport provision is dealt with comprehensively in development. 
Development should where appropriate:

	 •	 contribute	to	improved	public	transport	provision	and	the	development	of	new	interchanges	on	the	 
	 High	Quality	Public	Transport	network

	 •	 support	safe	and	convenient	pedestrian,	cycling	and	road	traffic	movement

	 •	 provide	proactive	facilities	and	measures	to	support	sustainable	transport	modes

	 •	 contribute	to	the	progressive	introduction	of	network	management	technology,	to	maximise	existing	 
 and future capacity and investment across all transport modes – and to reduce congestion and delay  
 for the benefit of business and domestic travellers alike.

	 •	 actively	promote	green	travel	plans.

3. Safeguarding land for strategic transport infrastructure. Development will not be permitted where this 
is	prejudicial	to	the	Council’s	strategy	of	developing	a	High	Quality	Public	Transport	Network	for	the	
city, or for other strategic transport measures (for example, the development of rail freight). Land to be 
safeguarded will be identified in Area Action Plans, the Site Allocations Development Plan Document or 
other Local Development Documents as appropriate.

4. Demand management. Development proposals will be assessed in relation to car parking standards set 
out in the Council’s Car Parking Strategy. These set a maximum level of provision for different types of 
proposal. These standards will be applied within the context of the capacity of the local road network and 
the need to promote the city for economic development, support shopping areas, safeguard residential 
amenity and ensure highway safety. 

5. Promoting water transport. Development of new water transport infrastructure will be supported, 
particularly where this contributes to wider tourism or transport objectives.

6. Promoting walking and cycling. Development of a network of safe walking and cycling routes will 
be promoted (including the SW Coastal Path and National Cycle Network), connecting to transport 
interchanges, linking communities and recreational areas in the city and beyond. Minimum cycle parking 
standards will be applied to ensure that new development provides adequate provision for cycling as a 
sustainable mode of travel.

7. Physical accessibility. Development should contribute to improving accessibility throughout the city by 
ensuring that new developments, including buildings, streets and public spaces, are designed to be safe 
and accessible to all users. 
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14.27 Delivery will be affected by the use of planning 
powers, to ensure that new developments are in line 
with the objectives. Regional and Local transport 
funding will be necessary, in part, to enable the 
provision of the transport infrastructure. Planning 
obligation contributions will be maximised, both to 
provide facilities directly and to lever funding from 
other sources. Compulsory Purchase Orders will 
also be employed, where appropriate, particularly in 
the	delivery	of	the	HQPT	network.
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Policy CS29 
Telecommunications

The Council will support development which improves the city’s telecommunications infrastructure where:

1. All opportunities for mast sharing and the siting of apparatus on tall buildings have been fully explored, 
and its siting is to be undertaken sensitively.

2. The application is submitted with a certificate which confirms that the proposal complies with ICNIRP 
guidelines.

3. The proposal has an acceptable visual impact, with where appropriate, mitigation through design, siting 
and landscaping.

4. Provision is made for the removal of the equipment when it is redundant.

The Council will seek the installation of existing and emerging telecommunications technology in new 
residential development, to improve the connectivity of the population of the city and to foster a culture of 
working from home.

Key Sources:
•	 Draft	RSS,	The	Regional	Approach	to	Transport	(2006)	-	SW	Regional	

Assembly 

•	 Plymouth	Area	Transport	Strategy	(2006)	–	City	Council

•	 Local	Transport	Plan	2	(2006)	–	City	Council

•	 Plymouth	City	Airport	Study	(2006)	-	York	Aviation

•	 Eastern	Corridor	Transport	Study	(2006)	-	Faber	Maunsell

•	 Plymouth	Strategic	Transport	Network	Study	(2006)	-	WS	Atkins

14.28 Investment in telecommunications 
infrastructure is vital to the economic well-being of 
the city. It also contributes to the wider objectives of:

•	 sustainability	–	through	the	minimisation	of	the	
need to travel

•	 social	inclusion	–	in	giving	every	household	
the opportunity to access a high quality of 
information relating to the society of which 
they are a part.

14.29 Telecommunications systems and technology 
are highly regulated to maximise the safety of the 
general public and minimise the risks to health.

14.30 The International Commission on Non-Ionising 
Radiation Protection (ICNIRP) produces guidelines, 
which must be followed, in relation to the siting 
of telecommunications equipment. The siting of 
masts, transmitters and other telecommunications 
infrastructure must avoid sensitive locations (such 
as schools and childrens’ play areas). Providers 
and operators must be sensitive to local and public 
concerns in putting forward potential sites for 
development.

14.31 The visual impacts of such development also 
need careful consideration, particularly in relation 
to environmentally sensitive locations such as 
conservation areas. Consideration will be given to a 
future Supplementary Planning Guidance Document 
to amplify this policy and provide guidance on good 
practice.
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Diagram 11 - High-Quality Public Transport - Strategic Route Map
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