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chapter 9 
Education

Raising educational achievement - to ensure the highest 
quality opportunities exist in education, learning and 

training, improving school performance and raising 
aspirations and standards of achievement  

for all age groups.
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Introduction

9.1 This section of the Core Strategy sets out 
how education, childcare and early years provision 
will change over the LDF period. The task of the 
LDF is to set a spatial planning framework which 
will support positive improvements to provision and 
the achievement of the city’s vision. The Council has 
produced a School Implementation Plan 2005 – 15 
which sets out proposals for improving provision 
that will be outlined in this section. The spatial 
planning requirements of this strategy, together with 
requirements for childcare and early years, will be 
identified.

Context

9.2 Childcare and early years education are 
vital – both to provide the best start in life for 
every child and for enabling parents and carers 
to combine childcare with employment or training. 
The Government, as part of its Sure Start policy, is 
supporting the establishment of Children’s Centres 
to provide affordable childcare in disadvantaged 
neighbourhoods.

9.3 Schools play a vital role within the community, 
and are central to our vision of creating sustainable, 
linked communities. The Council inherited a 
significant amount of surplus school capacity at 
Local Government reorganisation in April 1998. In 
addition, falling birth rates have led to smaller school 
rolls, especially at primary school level. As a result 
there is a need to review and, where necessary, 
rationalise school provision. At the same time, there 
is an opportunity to invest in building new schools 
to meet modern educational needs and improve 
levels of educational attainment, especially in 
priority neighbourhoods of the city. There are also 
opportunities to provide for wider community use of 
school facilities. 

9.4 Plymouth has a high quality further and 
higher education sector which makes a substantial 
contribution to teaching, learning and research 
that is recognised regionally, nationally and 
internationally. This includes, for example, Plymouth 
University, College of St. Mark and St. John, 
Plymouth College of Art and Design, the Peninsula 
Medical School and the new Peninsula Dental 
School, and the College of Further Education. 

Education 
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Approach

9.5 The Council aims to provide a positive policy 
framework to enable the city to excel at all levels in 
educational provision and achievement.

9.6 In relation to early years development, 
“All Children First” is Plymouth’s Early Years 
Development and Childcare Partnership. It aims to 
support the development of good quality, inclusive, 
sustainable childcare places in response to parental 
demand across Plymouth. The purpose is to offer 
parents greater choice, availability and flexibility in 
high standard, affordable childcare and early years 
education. There are currently eight Children’s 
Centres in Plymouth, and there are proposals to 
establish a further seven centres by 2008. The 
aim is to ensure that all of Plymouth’s priority 
neighbourhoods are served by a centre.

9.7 In order to raise educational attainment and 
adjust school provision to changing needs, the 
Council has produced a School Implementation Plan 
2005 – 15. This sets out a number of proposals for 
improving overall educational provision in Plymouth, 
removing surplus capacity, and extending the role of 
schools to serve the wider community in better ways.

9.8 Under the Private Finance Initiative (PFI), 
a new primary school will be built in Barne Barton 
by 2008, to replace two existing primary schools 
(Barne Barton and Bull Point). Whitleigh Campus 
will also be built with PFI funding (a federation of 
Whitleigh Primary, Woodlands Special and Sir John 
Hunt Community College) to create an inclusive, 
extended, 0 – 16+ learning campus. It is intended 
that this project will be completed by 2008. In 
addition, the quality of education provision will be 
enhanced to meet extra needs generated in the 
major regeneration areas of Devonport, Millbay, the 
East End and North Plymstock and proposals for 
these will be included in the respective AAPs. The 
rationalisation of four primary schools in Southway is 
under consideration, and proposals will be included 
in the Site Allocations Development Plan Document.

9.9 In implementing the School Implementation 
Plan 2005-15, the Council will seek to identify 
suitable sites that are accessible so that new schools 
can play their part in creating sustainable linked 
communities. Where existing school sites become 
redundant, they should be redeveloped in a way 

that supports the creation of sustainable linked 
communities and that protects the city’s open spaces 
and playing pitches.

9.10 The Council wishes to enable its further and 
higher education establishments to continue to 
deliver an excellent standard of teaching, learning 
and research in ways that contribute to the vitality 
of the city and to the creation of sustainable linked 
communities. Major new investment is anticipated in 
this part of the education sector in the plan period – 
including very notably the opening of a prestigious 
Dental School in the next few years which will 
complement Plymouth’s growing reputation in the 
relation to the medical and healthcare sector (one 
of the city’s priority economic growth sectors – see 
Economy section).
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Strategic Objective and Policy

9.11 This policy aims to facilitate improvements to 
education provision provided that they also 
contribute to the wider objectives of the spatial 
strategy. It also seeks to ensure that any 
redundant educational sites are redeveloped 
in a sustainable way.

9.12 This policy will be implemented through 
the normal planning process and through 
the allocation of sites for development in 
the relevant Development Plan Documents 
– including the Devonport, Millbay / 
Stonehouse, East End, and North Plymstock 
AAPs. 

Strategic Objective 9 
Delivering Educational Improvements

To set a spatial planning framework that supports improvements in education to enable everyone to share in 
Plymouth’s growing prosperity. This will be achieved by:

1. Supporting the development of new Children’s Centres to improve the quality of childcare provision in the 
city.

2. Supporting the School Implementation Plan in a way that contributes to the creation of sustainable, linked 
communities.

3. Planning for new education provision in the long term in response to anticipated population growth, 
including the safeguarding of key sites as appropriate.

4. Supporting the enhancement of the city’s higher education establishments so as to improve the quality of 
teaching, learning and research in Plymouth.

Targets

Progress towards achieving this goal will be measured by the following targets:

1. Delivery of new primary schools in Barne Barton, Devonport, Millbay, Southway and Plymstock, and the 
Whitleigh Campus, by 2008-2016.

2. Delivery of the Peninsula Dental School by 2008. 

Policy CS14 
New Education Facilities

Development of pre school, school or further / higher education facilities should be:

1. Well designed, well related to neighbourhood services and amenities, and easily accessible by 
sustainable transport modes. 

2. Include, where appropriate, provision for community use in addition to their educational use.

Proposals for the redevelopment of redundant educational sites should support the creation of sustainable, 
linked communities including the need to protect the city’s open spaces and playing pitches.

Key Sources:
•	 School	Implementation	Plan	2004-14	–	City	Council

•	 Plymouth	Sustainable	Neighbourhood	Studies	(2005/06)	–	LDA	Design

•	 Community	Planning	Studies	(2000)–	City	Council
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