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3. Issues and Options responses to:-  
Environment (Core Strategy) 

  Table 3: Summary of responses to the Environment Issues and Options  

Number expressing concern  16 

Number expressing support  11 

Number of other comments  21 

Total  48 

3.1.  Comments in support of the proposed options 
There is support for: 

3.1.1. The protection of greenspace, including small spaces such as Downhorn Park 
in Plymstock. 

3.1.2. The promotion of energy efficiency and renewable energy in new 
development. 

3.1.3. Renewable energy, including wind turbines, water turbines, solar panels and 
incinerators. 

3.1.4. Planning for climate change. 

3.1.5. The promotion of sustainable, linked communities within Plymouth. 

3.1.6. Red Tree (2004) supports all the proposals in the leaflet.  

3.1.7. The East End Partnership welcomes the options for the Built Environment in 
relation to the East End. 

3.1.8. The South West Regional Assembly supports the reduction in energy 
consumption and the recognition of the need to implement the Regional Waste 
Strategy. 

3.1.9. The British Wind Energy Association (BWEA) welcomes the LDF and 
comments that it should outline the different renewable energy technologies 
and should equally encourage and promote all forms of renewable energy. 
The following considerations in relation to renewable energy could be included 
in criteria based policy –  
• Residential amenity 
• Environmental effects 
• Landscape effects 

 The BWEA would support the inclusion of a policy for the mandatory 
requirement of onsite renewables for all buildings to provide electricity for at 
least 10% of the building’s needs. 

3.1.10. D2 Planning, on behalf of Urban Splash, supports the proposal that heritage 
can play a key role in urban regeneration. Royal William Yard should be 
specifically mentioned in the Core Strategy as a key site for redevelopment. 
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3.1.11. RPS, on behalf of Westbury Homes, supports the setting of design principles 
to ensure good urban design. It supports the need to reduce resource 
consumption. It also supports the use of brownfield land for new housing as 
contributing to more sustainable patterns of development than greenfield 
development. 

3.1.12. South West Water supports efforts to minimise water shortage and to tackle 
climate change. Additional capacity can be met by pumped storage schemes 
rather than extra reservoirs. 

3.2. Concerns raised  
There are concerns about: 

3.2.1. Any development on greenspace, including for community facilities. 

3.2.2. All of Downhorn Park in Plymstock should be classified as greenspace, not 
just part of the Upper Field. 

3.2.3. Need better management of green spaces to maintain quality. 

3.2.4. Light pollution in the city. 

3.2.5. Nuclear facilities at Devonport Dockyard – should be reduced. 

3.2.6. Tall buildings – should be limited to 5/7 storeys max. 

3.2.7. The SEA statement needs to make a greater commitment to protecting green 
and open spaces from development and highlight the preferred option for 
development, that of brownfield sites. 

3.2.8. Section 4 on Environmental Protection needs to specifically mention sea level 
rise as a risk factor in planning for future residential development. 

3.2.9. Plymouth 2020 Environment and Sustainability Partnership would like to see 
the Environmental issues better integrated with other social and economic 
issues, rather than considering the environment in isolation. There should be 
more emphasis on measures such as ecological footprinting and travel 
planning toolkits. 

In addition - 
• The incorporation of energy reduction methods in all new buildings should 

be given the highest priority – preferably above Building Regs standards. 
• The core strategy will need to take account of environmental policies 

under discussion for the RSS. 
• New developments should be a maximum of 6/7 storeys high to keep to a 

human scale. 
• Should encourage combined heat and power systems for individual 

buildings as well as for districts. Could consider a policy whereby 10% of 
energy consumed in a building is produced in the building. 

• The use of renewable energy should be encouraged – suitable options 
include solar energy, tidal and wave power, biomass and small-scale wind 
turbines. 

• Priority should be given to micro scale greening of the city – tree-planting, 
roof gardens, etc. 

• The core strategy needs to highlight the importance and urgency of 
climate change and the urgent need to reduce Plymouth’s ‘carbon 
footprint’. 
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• PCC should resist the development of a gas-fired power station at 
Langage and consider a biomass power station as part of Sherford.  

 

3.2.10. Imerys Minerals Ltd is concerned that the majority of the development sites 
are in the southern half of the city. Its Marsh Mill facility may become vacant 
and would be a sustainable location for a mixed-use development. This would 
take some of the pressure off the southern area. 

 

3.2.11. Nathaniel Lichfield, on behalf of the Cann Estate, is concerned that too much 
emphasis is placed on protecting all open spaces, even where land plays only 
a limited role in creating a green setting for the city. The development of some 
greenscape sites would strengthen existing communities. 

 

3.2.12. The Environment Agency wishes to see the recognition of sea level rise and 
its potential knock-on effects, and the implications for development. 

In addition –  
• The city’s watercourses and valleys should be recognised as being 

significant for the natural environment as they fulfil an important role for 
biodiversity, as wildlife corridors and for open space. 

• A green space strategy is needed as an effective means of managing 
open spaces for wildlife and biodiversity (e.g. network of corridors). 

• More protection of Plymouth’s marine habitats is needed – e.g. conserving 
inter-tidal habitats and making provision for new habitats. Need to 
maintain water quality – no adverse effects from development. 

• Where brown field sites are inappropriate for redevelopment, 
consideration should be given to turning them into natural green areas. 

• Small-scale heat and power schemes may have best potential in an urban 
environment – e.g. roof mounted photo voltaic cells and solar collectors. 

• Plymouth needs to carry out a strategic flood risk assessment in line with 
PPG25 – new development and regeneration must take account of 
present and future flood risk. There also needs to be criteria for drainage 
from new development. 

3.3.  Other comments 
3.3.1. Drake’s Place Reservoir should be given Greenscape status 

3.3.2. Could consider hydro-electric/tidal power given sea-level rise 

3.3.3. Brownfield land can also be used for recreation – e.g. skateboard/ mountain 
bike mini motorbike courses  - e.g. at Marsh Mills under the Devon 
Expressway. 

3.3.4. Sport England SW notes the need to develop a green space strategy to 
enable the city to enhance its environment. 

3.3.5. Plymouth Environment Forum would like to see stronger policies adopted on 
climate change and reduction of carbon dioxide emissions (note 
recommendation of 60% reduction by 2050), as well as stricter targets on 
resource consumption and recycling. 

3.3.6. Terence O’Rourke, on behalf of Future Energy Solutions for the DTI, notes 
that PPS22 sets out a series of principles, which local planning authorities 
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should adhere to when planning for renewable energy. The core strategy 
should contain a stand-alone section on renewable energy which –  
• Briefly outlines government policy on renewable energy (PPS22). 
• Makes reference to the Energy White Paper and the UK government 

target of 10% by 2010 and 20% by 2020. 
• Includes a specific reference to regional targets (Renewable Energy 

Assessment and Targets for the South West). 
• Includes clear, supportive policies for the development of renewable 

energy schemes. 
• A policy that encourages all new industrial, warehousing, office and 

live/work units outside conservation areas and above a threshold of 1,000 
sq m to incorporate renewable energy technologies capable of making a 
contribution to the national and regional renewable energy targets. 

3.3.7. Devon Fire and Rescue Service notes that the design and layout of new 
developments must include measures to ensure access for emergency 
vehicles, as well as including other measures to reduce fire risk. 

3.3.8. SWRDA would encourage developments to meet sustainable construction 
principles as set out in A Sustainable Future for the South West. In addition, 
SWRDA would support a clear commitment to renewable energy. 

3.3.9. English Nature comments that: 
• More needs to be said about the importance of biodiversity and geo-

diversity – including the protection and enhancement of biodiversity, the 
designation and management of additional LNRs and the development 
and implementation of a BAP. 

• Support and recognition to be given to Tamar Estuaries Consultative 
Forum as an effective way of managing the maritime environment and 
interests within Plymouth Sound and estuaries. 

Natural Environment issues section - 
• Should refer to English Nature’s Natural Area Profile for Plymouth for a 

detailed overview of the biodiversity and geo-diversity resources. 
• Specific mention should be made of the Plymouth Sound and Estuaries 

candidate Special Area of Conservation (SAC). 
• Mention should also be made of protected sites, including SSSIs and 

LNRs. 

Environmental Protection issues section – 
• This section should mention protected species and designated sites. 
• Reference should be made to the implications of BAPs. 

The Vision should include reference to the conservation of biodiversity. 

The Natural Environment options section – 
• Include measures to protect designated sites. 
• Mention the designation and management of more LNRs. 
• Support the development of a local BAP. 
• Identify and support biodiversity enhancement opportunities. 
• Mention geological conservation. 
• Include policy on where development may adversely affect environmental 

interests. 

Resource use options section – 
• Make specific reference to the sustainable use of water resources. 

Environmental Protection options section – 
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• Mention protecting and improving air quality, resisting development that 
would adversely affect air quality, measures to enhance air quality. 

• Measures to protect and improve water quality – promotion of sustainable 
urban drainage. 

• Resist development that requires flood or coastal defences that would 
adversely affect the environment. 

• Additional policy of promoting the protection, restoration and 
enhancement of the coastal zone. 

3.3.10. The Devon Conservation Forum comments on the potential for more 
development on brown field sites within Plymouth.  Building densities and 
heights should take into account local distinctiveness. More emphasis is 
needed on energy efficient design.  Wind turbines are not an option in 
Plymouth. 


