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The Plymouth Core Strategy is central to delivering our vision for Plymouth to be one of Europe’s finest and 
most vibrant waterfront cities over the next 15-20 years. It sets out an ambitious growth agenda set within 
the context of the need to tackle climate change and deliver high quality sustainable linked communities. It 
is founded on an unparalleled understanding of the economic, social and environmental issues which are 
important to the City, as well as a positive attempt to engage communities and address their needs. The result is 
a Core Strategy focused on delivering true urban renaissance which respects Plymouth’s unique natural setting 
and history.

Plymouth has seen a period of decline, driven by the contraction of manufacturing industry and the reduction in 
the number of people employed at Devonport Dockyard. That period has now ended, and new businesses are 
locating across the City. The Core Strategy will direct and positively harness the benefits of this new growth to 
ensure that real community needs are met. It aims to deliver this through a step change in the quality, intensity 
and pace of development across the whole City, with significant investment in our City Centre, the waterfront 
area and the northern and eastern corridors. In the long term, the Core Strategy will help Plymouth’s population 
grow to over 300,000 people.

The Core Strategy sets the agenda for Plymouth’s Local Development Framework. An ambitious programme of 
Area Action Plans and Development Plan Documents will take forward the plan for growth set out in the Core 
Strategy and set down concrete proposals to realise the vision. The task now is to create the new successful 
and sustainable Plymouth that this Core Strategy aspires to.

Plymouth City Council has a long and proud tradition of development planning. We were one of the first 
authorities in the country to adopt a district wide local plan in 1987. We adopted a full review of this in 1996. 
In 2001 we published our much praised First Deposit Local Plan. In 2006 our pioneering work on the Local 
Development Framework won the highest award possible in the world of planning, the RTPI’s Silver Jubilee 
Cup. And now, Plymouth has achieved the first sound and adopted Core Strategy of any city in the land. The 
foundations are in place for taking our great city forward. Our challenge is to deliver!
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