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Key Points 
1. Judith Anthony, on behalf of the Queen Anne’s Quay Residents’ 

Association (QAQRA), made the following representation at Submission 
stage: 
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Former Art School and Depot - this now vacant site (previous preferred 
option 14) still merits the description of acceptable uses previously 
identified (excluding reference to the since demolished historic art 
school building). 
      

. This proposal was then advertised as part of a further round of 
consultation (from 16 January 2008 until 27 February 2008) to enable 
people to put comments on alternative Site Allocation proposals to the 
Planning Inspector for consideration.  No further representations were 
made about this proposal during this time.  The relevant part of the 
Alternative Sites Consultation document is included for reference in 
Appendix 1 below. 

. The Council considers that the submitted Sutton Harbour Area Action Plan 
is sound.  It does not believe that omitting the alternative site as a specific 
proposal in its own right would bring into question the soundness of the 
AAP. 

. The former Art School building was a distinctive Victorian Plymouth 
limestone building that was highly valued by the local community.  The 
Waterfront Characterisation Study had highlighted the building’s 
importance to the area’s heritage.   

. The former art school and depot site was included in the Sutton Harbour 
Area Action Plan at the Preferred Options stage (please see Appendix 2).  
Preferred Option 14 centred on the conversion and re-use of the historic 
building. 

. Unfortunately, after the publication of the Preferred Options document, the 
historic Art School building was demolished.  The Council therefore took 
the decision not to pursue the option through the Area Action Plan. 

onclusions  
. The Council considers that the site is not in a strategically critical location 

and is too small to require inclusion in the Area Action Plan.  The site is 
0.16 hectares, and is therefore below the 0.4 hectare threshold used to 
define “small sites”.  The Council considers that sufficient guidance and 
evidence exists to successfully negotiate the inclusion of a community use 
as part of a mixed-use redevelopment of this site through the planning 
application process. 
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Appendix 1 
 
Excerpt from Alternative Sites Consultation document: 
 
Alternative Site 4 - New Proposal for Former Arts School and Depot Site, 
Teats Hill 
 
Sutton Harbour Area Action Plan - Alternative Proposal 4 
 
Representation No. 70 by Mrs. J. Anthony - New Proposal for Former Art 
School and Depot site, Teats Hill 
 
1.34 Link to original representation by Mrs. J. Anthony 
 
Compliance with Test of Soundness 
 
1.35 Test 7. The alternative proposal represents the most appropriate in all 
circumstances –  
Yes, it is consistent with the AAP Preferred Option 14 alternative option and 
would better achieve the AAP’s Objective 4 in terms of providing services, 
activities and amenities that meet the needs of local people, employees 
businesses and the wider community. Without the alternative proposal there is a 
risk that the site would be developed for solely residential use. A residential 
component is desirable, but it should not preclude the provision of one or more of 
the alternatives set out in Option 14. 
 
1.36 Test 8. Are there clear mechanisms for implementation –  
Yes, private development would enable implementation of a proposal along the 
lines of AAP Preferred Option 14, but without the historic Art School building 
which has unfortunately been demolished. 
 
1.37 Test 9. Is the plan reasonably flexible –  
Yes, the alternative proposal allows for flexibility in terms of finding an 
appropriate solution. 
 
Compliance with sustainability issues 
 
1.38 SA/SEA.Non-Technical Summary.Para.4.2 refers to the importance of 
providing more small business units as a mechanism to support local enterprise. 
The alternative proposal would provide more opportunities for the creation of 
these kind of units. The alternative proposal would also make the Coxside area 
more sustainable in terms of providing much needed community facilities and 
amenities within convenient walking distance of many local residents. 
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However, in addition 
 
1.39 Social Issues - The alternative proposal would help address the lack of 
community facilities in the Coxside area. 
 
1.40 Environmental Issues - Redevelopment of the site would provide an 
opportunity to repair the historic townscape sensitively with locally distinctive 
buildings. 
 

  
Alternative Site 4 - Alternative Proposal for Former Art School and Depot Site, Teats Hill 
11 
on 
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Appendix 2 
 
Preferred Option 14: Former Art School and Depot, Teats Hill 
 
To see the site redeveloped with a combination of new development 
together with the conservation and re-use of the historic Art School 
building. Acceptable uses may include: 

• Community uses 
• Residential uses (approximately 25 - 45 units including 8 - 13 

affordable housing units with 5 – 9 units built to Lifetime Homes 
Standard) 

• Offices 
• Workshops and live/work units 

 
11.31. The former Art School is a distinctive Victorian Plymouth limestone 

building that is highly valued by the local community, but which is currently 
in a very poor state of repair. The Plymouth Waterfront Characterisation 
Study highlights the importance of the building to the area’s heritage. 
Opportunities exist for complete redevelopment of other under-used parts 
of the site. 

 
11.32. Delivery of the preferred option will be achieved by using the planning 

application process positively to bring about development that delivers the 
preferred option and through the prioritisation of Section 106 agreements 
towards public realm enhancements. 

 
Alternatives considered for the former Art School and Depot, Teats Hill 
 
11.33. The Council has considered the following alternative option for Queen 

Anne’s Battery: 
 

1. Complete redevelopment of the site. The option of completely 
redeveloping the site has been considered. However, this would not 
enable a significant intensification of the site’s use and would result 
in the loss of the historic Art School building which is considered to 
make an important contribution to the area’s character as identified 
in the Plymouth Waterfront Characterisation Study.   
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