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Date:           18th February 2013 

Dear Mr Edmonds, 
Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan 

 
Further to your letter dated 11th February I have considered carefully your concern 
that, due to the unavailability of staff, your client would be prejudiced by the 

scheduling of Matter 3 for 26th March.  As you will be aware, Inspectors are always 
mindful of ensuring Examinations are undertaken as expeditiously and efficiently as 
possible. In this instance I have sought to ensure that adequate time is available to 
hear relevant matters in accordance with a programme that provides sufficient lead in 
time for the preparation and submission of further evidence, albeit previous 
submissions should have identified adequately any concerns relating to soundness. In 
addition I have sought to provide adequate notification of hearing dates that avoids 

many of the scheduled school holidays around an early Easter. I understand that the 
Council has maintained a position, on its web site for example, that likely hearing dates 
could be the end of March/early April.   
 
I have received confirmation from the Council that it does not support moving Matter 3 
to 10th April.  The Council is of the view that the hearing dates should not come as a 
surprise given the submission date of the AAP and the advice of the Pins Procedure 

Guidance; the indication of potential dates in Inquiry Document 61 (11.10.12) relating 
to the North West Quadrant Inquiry; the sharing of draft hearing dates at a meeting 
between the Council and yourselves on 29th Jan; and the potential cost of 
rearrangement and the availability of their own staff. 
 
When taken in the round, I consider the most practical and fair means of 
accommodating all interested parties into the discussion upon Matter 3 will be to 

reschedule this Matter to be discussed on 21st March for which it seems your team 
members are available. Matters 1 and 2 would be scheduled for 26th March and the 
remainder of the Programme will be unaltered.  Based upon your previous submissions, 
it would seem that Hearing 3 would be the substantive focus for your client’s concerns; 
it would be surprising that other team members could not cover adequately the 
relevant matters arising at the rescheduled Hearing for Matters 1 and 2. 
 
The overrun day will remain for use only if necessary and as intended on April 10th. I 

will be asking the Programme Officer to undertake this change to the Programme in the 
next few days which I trust you will find helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Andrew Seaman 
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Senior Housing and Planning Inspector 


