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 This is one of six Topic Papers that have been prepared as reference 
material to accompany the Masterplan report for the Derriford Community Park 
and One Planet Centre on behalf of Plymouth City Council.
The other Topic Papers cover the following topics:

Topic Paper 1 One Planet Centre – Designing to One Planet Living Principles
Topic Paper 2 Landscape, Access and Recreation
Topic Paper 3 Biodiversity
Topic Paper 5 Farming Issues
Topic Paper 6 Historic Landscape and Archaeology

Copies can be downloaded from www.plymouth.gov.uk/dcp

background
Situated three miles to the north of Plymouth’s city centre, Derriford is poised for 
significant growth over the next 25 years. At the heart of the new Derriford will be 
a regionally important park – Derriford Community Park.  The Park will include 
the One Planet Centre which will act as a regional destination for environmental 
learning, a community facility and a centre that will support this exciting new 
Park. The Park will cover over 140 hectares and will include woodlands, farmland 
and a series of streams. It will link the Forder, Bircham and Seaton valleys and 
become a focus not just for the new communities of Derriford but also will provide 
a resource for the whole City with close links with the existing communities of 
Estover, Eggbuckland, Leigham and Crownhill.

purpose of this paper
The Derriford Community Park Masterplan and One Planet Centre proposals have 
been developed through a process of engagement with stakeholders. This paper 
records the background work undertaken by f3 as community food specialists 
for the Masterplan. This analysis was used to inform the engagement work, the 
outcomes of which are also included in this Topic Paper.

1.0 introDuCtion
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 Food growing will be an important part of the Park’s offer. The existing 
allotment site is fully occupied and there is currently a waiting list of over 
one thousand people for allotment space within the City as a whole. There 
is clearly a strong demand for food growing space from individuals, families 
and organisations that want their food to be as local, fresh and produced in as 
ecologically sensitive a way as possible. New allotment and community food 
growing spaces within the Park can help to meet this demand, supported by the 
strong movement that is already developing in Plymouth around sustainable food 
issues.

A model for community food growing within the Park has been developed where 
the local community become involved as direct stakeholders in food production 
with the creation of a community-owned farming/food production enterprise 
which aims to generate a training income through selling food to a café and ‘farm 
shop’ within the One Planet Centre, and, potentially, to other outlets depending 
on yield. A community-run café could serve healthy food at reasonable prices 
to local people of all ages. The community food growing areas would provide 
informal training opportunities to local people working as volunteers as well as 
enabling more formal skills and training opportunities for community groups and 
organisations. There is the potential to build on the educational opportunities to 
learn about food, farming and supply chains, with the possibility of establishing 
close links with local schools and colleges, whilst food growing, harvesting and 
cooking can become a vehicle for community development and social gatherings 
with, for example, a community orchard linked to events and equipment to enable 
juicing and similar activities.

2.0 summary of subjeCt 
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 F3, as community food advisor to the Park Masterplan, has analysed 
the key issues relating to archaeology within the Community Park and has 
summarised these as follows:

3.1 the site
The site of the Park is characterised by steeply sloping valley sides and, with 
the exception of the valley floor around Poole Farm, there is no flat land. Seaton 
Valley provides the only south-facing valley slope. To the west of the proposed 
new link road this slope is prone to slumping with a series of springs forming 
an unpredictable hydrology. To the east of the proposed road however there is no 
evidence of site instability and, given this is also the proposed location for the One 
Planet Centre, would be a logical location for community food growing.

An analysis of successful community food growing initiatives has been 
undertaken in order to understand better the area of space required within the 
Park. The Community Gardens at Meanwood Valley Farm in Leeds, Heeley City 
Farm Gardens in Sheffield and ‘Diggin’ It’ in Plymouth range in size from 0.7 
hectares to 1.1 hectares. It is likely therefore that a site of approximately 1 hectare 
on the south-facing slopes in the vicinity of the One Planet Centre will be required. 

An analysis of community orchards has also been undertaken with the Killerton 
House orchard near Exeter, the New Mills orchard in Lancashire and the Lustleigh 
Village community orchard on Dartmoor ranging in size from 0.68 hectares to 1.35 
hectares. Again therefore it is likely that a further 1 hectare site will be required, 
also in the vicinity of the One Planet Centre.

3.2 the coMMunity
The capacity of the local community to support a food growing enterprise 
also needs to be explored. A delivery focused workshop held in November 2011 
established a strong backing for the proposition with a number of organisations 
showing a clear interest in investing in it. Further market testing will be essential 
but it is clear at this stage that there are community groups, active locally, that 
have, or may be receptive to, community food growing, distribution or catering. 
There is also a strong network of social entrepreneurs in the City under the 
umbrella of the Plymouth Social Enterprise Network who could act as champion 
for activities in the new Park.

3.0 key issues
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4.1 the site
The workshop forum discussed the potential for food production and retail on 
site. The forum suggested that rare breed livestock could be extensively grazed on 
the existing grassland before being sold as high-quality meat produce in a ‘farm 
shop’ within the One Planet Centre. The forum felt that there was a fantastic 
opportunity to sell vegetables and salad produce on site with allotment holders 
also potentially being able to contribute by selling excess produce and gluts. A 
café at the One Planet Centre was also seen as a potential buyer of produce and the 
idea of a dedicated kitchen garden adjacent to the OPC was proposed. A number of 
specialist products were also mooted, including Plymouth Pear gin, spring water, 
fruit juice, cider and honey. The potential for the wider Park site to produce food 
and other produce was also discussed. Suggestions included wild foraging events 
throughout the park, and the making of woodland products including wood-fuel, 
poles, hurdles and small timber for woodturning.

4.2 the coMMunity

on-site catering at the one planet centre
The workshop forum discussed the potential for on-site catering at the One Planet 
Centre and agreed that such a facility should be run as a social enterprise with 
the potential for it to generate a surplus that could help fund the wider Park 
management. The forum felt that the remit of such a café should be to create and 
sell healthy food at affordable prices, making use of on-site production. The forum 
also discussed the potential for on-site catering to buy-in produce from other local 
producers and suggested that the Riverford Field Kitchen (near Totnes) could be 
used as a model. The forum proposed a training kitchen as part of the One Planet 
Centre offer which would allow local people to gain skills in cooking healthy food.

on-site retail
The workshop forum also discussed the potential for on-site produce to be sold and 
proposed a ‘farm shop’ at the One Planet Centre that could sell not only produce 
from the community garden but could also buy-in gluts from the allotments 
and sell local produce from the Plymouth area. The forum also discussed the 
possibility of trialling a daily farmers’ market.

coMMunity developMent
The forum recognised the wider potential for community food growing to 
educate local children about the benefits of healthy eating and other sustainable 
food-related topics through extension projects linked to the school curriculum. 
Classroom space at the One Planet Centre would allow schools to visit the site 
and participate in practical as well as theoretical skills development in food 
production. This offer could be extended to further and adult education and 
linked with college qualifications in horticulture and park management. There 
would also be direct employment opportunities in production, in catering and 
in the shop although it would be anticipated that volunteering would be an 
important component of the management of the food growing areas. The forum 
also discussed the potential for food harvesting events to become important dates 
in the calendar for local people associated with, for example, apple pressing and 
hurdle making activities.

The forum suggested that there are a number of organisations that might be 
interested in supporting community food growing in the Park including, for 
example, the Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens, BTCV, the Eden 
Project, the Duchy College, Derriford Hospital, local businesses and housing 
associations.

4.0 reCorD of stakeholDer 
DisCussions
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recoMMendation 1
Provide a one hectare site for community food growing, close to the One Planet 
Centre.

recoMMendation 2
Provide a further one hectare site as a community orchard, again close to the One 
Planet Centre.

recoMMendation 3
Include grazing land within the Masterplan for rare breed livestock, the produce 
from which could be sold as high-quality meat produce.

recoMMendation 4
Provide a farm shop space within the One Planet Centre for selling on-site and 
other local produce. 

recoMMendation 5
Provide a café space within the One Planet Centre.

recoMMendation 6
Provide beehives within the site for honey.

recoMMendation 7
Provide a training kitchen as part of the One Planet Centre offer.

recoMMendation 8
Provide sufficient space close to the One Planet Centre for a daily or weekly 
farmers’ market.

recoMMendation 9
Provide classroom space within the One Planet Centre which would allow schools 
and further and adult education groups to visit the site and participate in practical 
as well as theoretical skills related to food production.

recoMMendation 10
Provide sufficient space around the One Planet Centre to support events related to, 
for example, harvesting and apple pressing.

recoMMendation 11
Undertake further market testing to establish the potential for community 
investment in the project

5.0 reCommenDations
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aPPenDiCes
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aPPenDix 1: Community fooD 
GrowinG ComParable site 
stuDies
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Community	Growing	Comparative	Sizes	

Summary	of	Option	Differences	
 

Landuse  Precedent  AAP Park boundary 

Community Orchard 
 
 
A Community Orchard 
is more about making 
the overall feature 
‘Cost Zero’ in that 
what is spent on the 
orchard it returned. 
Profit is negligible.  
 
Grants Available. 
 
Avg. 100 grams per 
apple 
50,000 grams per tree 
 
Per tree 31.39litres of 
cider per year  
(ball‐park figure) 

 
 
 
New Mills ‐ 1ha; 118 Trees  
(1 tree per 84m²) Mobile apple 
press visits the Orchard and 
juice/cider and fruit is sold in 
local shops and fetes. 
 
…………………………………………………. 
 
Killerton House ‐ 6800m² approx 
(Sell cider and apple juice from 
their on site shop)  
 
…………………………………………………. 
 
Lustleigh village community 
Orchard ‐ 1.35ha, The orchard is 
self-financing, deriving its income from 
the sale of apples and grazing rights, a 
donations box and the sale of 
mistletoe. However, it is not run as a 
commercial enterprise, it is for the 
enjoyment of all and contains a number 
of old Devon varieties. As old trees 
start to decay graft wood is taken and 
propagated so that the varieties can be 
continued. It is the largest green space 
within the parish and is the focus of 
community celebrations such as the 
annual May Day festival. 

…………………………………………………. 

Stoke Gabriel Orchard – 1ha 
Mobile apple press visits the 
Orchard and juice/cider and fruit 
is sold in local shops and fetes. 
 

 
 
 
9248m², 96 Trees 
approx. 
 
 
 
 
100% apple trees = 
3010litres of cider 
per year 
 
 
80% apple trees = 
2410litres of cider 
per year 
 
 
50% apple trees = 
1505litres of cider 
per year 
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