
 
 

 

Boundary Stones on Devonport Extensions: see PPP series BSDBX 
 

Devonport Borough Extension 1898 

  

By mid-Victorian times, the towns of Plymouth, Devonport and Stonehouse were physically linked. The 

continued population rise during the remainder of the century put Devonport, as well as Plymouth, 

under pressure for more housing, which led, in each case, to overspill development to the north of the 

then existing boundaries. This was particularly noticeable in the case of Devonport, where St Budeaux 

became its urban extension but lacked an urban infrastructure. Like Plymouth, which was concerned 

about Compton Gifford’s sewage and the outfall to the Laira, the Devonport authorities wanted control 

of Weston Mill Creek so as to regulate the outfalls into it on the town’s northern boundary. Beyond 
that, was the new residential development at Weston Mill which had provided housing for the workers 

employed on the Keyham Dockyard Extension. Further to the north, St Budeaux too had developed, 

mainly after 1883, and had its own railway station opened in 1890.  

 

In 1897 a scheme for the extension of the Borough of Devonport, which had been talked of for some 

time, was resurrected by the newly appointed Town Clerk, A. B. Pilling. Despite opposition from  

St Budeaux Parish Council and others, the scheme obtained Parliamentary approval in the Devonport 

Extension Act 1898. The Act added a third to the Borough’s acreage, bringing it to 3173 acres, and 

brought the town’s population to 63,000. Devonport agreed to provide a comprehensive programme of 

improvements as part of the settlement. The tramway system was extended as far as St Budeaux railway 

station, a footbridge was provided across Camel’s Head creek and a new landing stage constructed 

serving Tamar river traffic at Saltash Passage.  

 

Within the new Devonport boundary came St Budeaux itself, King’s 

Tamerton and the military establishments at Bull Point (all formerly in St 

Budeaux parish) along with Camel’s Head (formerly in Weston Peverell).  

The extension of the Devonport boundaries was marked the following 

year by the first beating of the extended bounds. This took place in 

October 1899 under the then Mayor, William Hornbrook.  

 

The extension was seen as a step toward advancement and prosperity 

for the Borough. Speeches accompanied the fixing of the stones. A silver 

spade was promised to the Mayor to mark the occasion. 

 

The opportunity was taken to place boundary stones along the new 

boundary, each with Hornbrook’s name and the extension date of 1898. 

Five of the stones remain, all of granite with the town crest inscribed, as 

well as the date. The one shown (right) is BSDBX 4, at the junction of 

Mowhay Road with Ham Lane. 
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The first stone was on the Tavistock Road (now Outland Road) opposite the present Devonport High 

School for Girls entrance: BSDBX 1. The last was under the Royal Albert Bridge, close to where the 

land boundary ended at the River Tamar (See: BSDBX 7).  

 

 

Devonport Boundary Extension 1900 

 

A small but additional part of Weston Peverell was transferred to Devonport by powers in the 

Devonport Corporation Act 1900. This was a triangular area of land in Outland Road, near Ham Drive 

and Torr Lane. Maps indicate that two additional stones were erected, but no supporting information 

has been found and no stones traced. The Mayor for two years in 1898-1900 was the same William 

Hornbrook referred to earlier. He was succeeded in 1900-1902, by Harman J. H. Graves. It is not 

known whose name was on these additional stones. 

 

 

The “Cornish Patch” - two older stones on the boundary 

 

Only two years before the 1898 boundary extension, a Local Government Board Order of 1st April 

1896 had been issued to regulate an historic boundary issue concerning the “Cornish Patch”, an area of 

about 100 acres of land on the east of the Tamar around Saltash Passage. A relic of the Manor of 

Trematon’s rights to the waters of the Tamar, it arose from the Manor’s “foothold” on the Devon side 

to allow it to operate the ferry across the River to Saltash.  
 

The “Cornish Patch” was, at one time, thought to be part of St Stephens-by-Saltash parish. The 1896 

Order was issued purporting to transfer “the Devonshire portion of St Stephens parish” to St Budeaux 

parish, but recent Old Plymouth Society research reinforces the view that the area in fact always formed 

part of the Parish of St Budeaux. The area had been transferred to Devon earlier by Acts of Parliament; 

in 1832 for the purposes of Parliamentary elections, and in 1844 for all other purposes. 

 

Two boundary stones on the Devonport Extension boundary 

mark the “Cornish Patch” and the one time boundary between 

Devon and Cornwall (see left). They are located on the south 

side of Normandy Way, St Budeaux (the “Old Saltash Road”) 

and are side by side, near to the new development of Columbus 

Close.  

 

One is a piece of local greenstone without inscription (pictured 

far left). In the survey, this stone is referenced as BSDBX 12. 

Alongside is a granite post believed to have traces of an 

inscription “DEV…”. This is BSDBX 13. 

 

 

 


