
 
 

 

Boundary Stones of Devonport: see PPP series BSDB 
 

The boundary of what is now thought of as Devonport is the old boundary of the Manor and also of the 

Parish of Stoke Damerel. Stoke was a Domesday Manor in the ownership of Robert D’Albemarle, 

whose name is remembered in Damerel. It then passed through various hands, and eventually became 

the property of the St Aubyn family. Ownership of the Manor and of much of the freehold in the area 

remained with the St Aubyn family into the twentieth century.  

 

No development had taken place until the Admiralty leased land fronting the River Tamar for the 

construction of a naval dockyard in 1690. “Dock”, or “Plymouth Dock” as it became known, was a 

planted town around the new dockyard, created out of “empty fields and marshes” to use W. G. Hoskins’ 
phrase. Driven by the wars of the eighteenth century it became a flourishing town. By the early 1800s its 

population exceeded that of Plymouth.  

 

The town’s development was hemmed in by the ring of fortifications, the Dock Lines, started in 1756. 

To the north of “The Lines”, Morice Town grew from 1791. In 1824, King George IV authorised the 

name change to “Devonport”. A board of Improvement Commissioners had responsibility for both 

Devonport and the wider parish of Stoke Damerel. Devonport was also the first town in the country to 

petition for incorporation under the Municipal Reform Act of 1835, obtaining municipal status in 1837. 

 

By 1841 the population of Plymouth had again overtaken that of Devonport. Many dockyard workers 

travelled from Plymouth. Many officers posted to Devonport, both Naval and Army, also chose to live 

with their families in the adjoining town of Stonehouse. On the ground, the “Three Towns” were 

growing together - but they remained under separate administration until amalgamation in 1914. 

 

 

A variety of stones and some uncertain origins 

 

Of the stones surveyed on the pre 1898 boundary there are several groups reflecting the different 

stages in the development of Devonport. 

 

Possibly the oldest stone is BSBD 8 (see left). It is located on the 

north side of Outland Road, outside Devonport High School for 

Girls. This stone may pre date the naming of “Devonport” in 1824. It 

certainly pre-dates the granting of municipal status in 1837. It is most 

likely a parish boundary stone, but could be associated with Stoke 

Damerel Manor. The “Stoke” is a curious mixture of capital and 

lower case lettering, whereas “Damarell” has uniform lettering but 

unusual spelling. A stone in the right locality is shown on a St Aubyn 

Estate map of 1834, next to a Weston Peverell boundary stone.   
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There are four surviving stones inscribed “Stoke Damerel Manor” which are probably of mid to late 

nineteenth century date. They are not in their original position and once formed part of a larger series. 

No record exists as to their original location. The four stones now stand, together, in Rectory Road – 

see BSDB 19. 

Another unique stone is BSDB 24 at Cornea Terrace, off Rectory Road, and a 

short distance from the boundary of parish and Manor (see left). It is also the 

only surviving Devonport stone to be made of limestone. 

 

According to the inscription, the boundary it relates to was 21 feet to the 

north, but it is not clear where the stone was originally erected. The initials 

inscribed may refer to the Stoke Damerel Guardians Board. As the Stoke 

Damerel Guardians, they administered the Poor Law for the whole parish of 

Stoke Damerel (including Plymouth Dock-Devonport) until 1897, when the 

Board was renamed the Devonport Guardians. Parish Guardians would have 

had an interest in maintaining their boundary as they had responsibility for 

collecting poor law and other rates in the parish. Whether this was such a 

boundary stone, or whether it marked property ownership or had some other 

purpose, is not known. 

 

Although undated, the granite bollard BSDB 4 (see right) is inscribed “DMB” 

indicative of “Devonport Municipal Borough”. It was, thus, erected between the 

granting of municipal status in 1837 and the change to County Borough status in 

1889.This stone is one of two on Beacon Park Road, both numbered. The other 
Beacon Park stone is “5” - see BSDB 5. 

 

A further pair of stones inscribed “DMB” are numbered 15 and 16 respectively. 

These are BSDB 28 and BSDB 29 and are to be found on the other side of the 

town at North Corner, close to where the town began and the first housing for 

the dockyard workers was built. The stones are set on two corners of the 

distinctive Piermasters building built in the late 1890s or early 1900s. Their 

purpose in this location, away from the town boundary, is uncertain. It may be 

that they were simply displaced and then moved and re-used or preserved here. 

 

Devonport became a County Borough in 1889. Between then 

and the boundary extension of 1898 a series of ten boundary 

stones were erected, all in the mayoralty of Sir John  

St Aubyn, Lord St Levan, and dated 1891. Six survive and are 

distinctive for the well carved anchor, Borough Arms and 

inscriptions. Like all Devonport Municipal and County 

Borough stones, they are made of granite. 

 

The Devonport stone BSDB 16 (see left) stands in the rear 

lane of Wilton Street beside an earlier Plymouth stone - 

unusually for Plymouth this stone too is made of granite (see 

BSPC 17). Both stones were originally sited on the north 

shore of the Deadlake (now Victoria Park).  

 

For details of the stones on the Devonport boundary of the 

1898 Borough Extension see the section here on Boundary 

Stones on Devonport Extensions. 


