
MODERNISING DEFENCE PROGRAMME
The Government is now carrying out a major review 
of the UK’s strategic defence needs.  This could have an 
impact on military personnel and assets in Plymouth, 
as well as the network of businesses that support the 
Naval Base and the Royal Dockyard.
The launch of the Modernising Defence Programme 
came after months of speculation that two Devonport-
based assault ships could be decommissioned and the 
Royal Marines reduced in numbers.  
The Modernising Defence Programme is looking at the 
UK’s defence needs in the context of the increasingly 
complex world security landscape.
Plymouth is the Royal Navy’s centre of amphibiosity and 
as a city we need to continue to make the case for why 
this capability is vital to the UK’s defence. 
We are also submitting evidence to the Programme on 
the wider capability provided by HM Naval Base and 
Dockyard. 
You can help make the case by contributing to the 
Modernising Defence Programme public consultation 
which closes on 30 April 2018 (see next page).

256 
troops with 
vehicles and 
equipment

30
all-terrain 
vehicles or 
6 Challenger 
tanks

2
spot flight 
deck

4
landing craft 
carrying up to 
120 personnel 
each

8,000
mile range

18
knots top 
speed

“The role of the Landing 
Platform Dock ships, 
HMS Bulwark and HMS 
Albion, is to deliver 
the punch of the Royal 
Marines ashore by air 
and by sea.”

Devonport-based HMS Albion and HMS Bulwark are able to deliver 
the punch of the Royal Marines around the world, as well as deliver 
humanitarian aid in times of crisis. HMS Bulwark helped rescue 
almost 3,000 migrants from the Mediterranean.

Both ships have a floodable well dock able to support a range of 
landing craft, as well as a two spot flight deck.

Landing the punch of the Royal Marines
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Devonport is the largest naval base in Western 
Europe and has played a vital role in the defence our 
nation for more than 300 years. 

The site covers 650 acres and has 15 dry docks, four 
miles of waterfront, 25 tidal berths and five basins. 
The base employs 2,500 service personnel and 
civilians and supports around 400 local firms.

Devonport is home to the Royal Navy’s amphibious 
fleet, hydrographic vessels and anti-submarine 
warfare frigates. It is also the operational training 
hub of the front line fleet, hosting Flag Officer Sea 
Training (F.O.S.T.).

This makes it a centre of expertise, with facilities and 
capabilities in nuclear submarines, anti-submarine 
warfare frigates, hydrography and amphibiosity, which 
the UK cannot afford to lose.

WHY DEVONPORT IS VITAL TO THE UK’S DEFENCE

You can give your views to the Modernising 
Defence Programme public consultation by email 
or by letter.  The consultation closes at 11:45am on 
30 April 2018

Email: 
DSP-consultation@mod.gov.uk

Write to:
Defence Strategy and Priorities 
Level 3, zoneC 
MOD Main Building 
London 
SW1A 2HB 

GIVE YOUR VIEWS TO THE MOD’S PUBLIC CONSULTATION

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/modernising-defence-programme-public-consultation

Nuclear expertise

Plymouth is home to the patrol and hydrographic 
survey fleet which is tasked with conducting 
mapping, patrolling and surveying. The fleet currently 
comprises four vessels: HMS Scott, HMS Echo, HMS 
Enterprise and HMS Protector.

F.O.S.T. provides Operational Sea Training for all 
surface ships, submarines and the Royal Fleet 
Auxiliaries. With increasing numbers of NATO and 
broader foreign participants conducting training 
under its guidance, F.O.S.T. has established a 
worldwide reputation. 

The Royal Navy’s Amphibious Centre of Excellence 
is at Royal Marine Tamar. 
HMS Albion and HMS Bulwark, whose capabilities 
deliver the punch of the Royal Marines ashore and 
by air, can also play an important humanitarian role 
as they are able to land aid where it is needed.

The Naval Base and Dockyard represent the only 
facilities in the UK authorised and licensed to carry 
out deep maintenance on Royal Navy submarines.

Amphibious capability Flag Officer Sea Training (F.O.S.T.)

Hydrography

A key role in the South West’s economy Best geographical location

Anti-submarine warfare

Plymouth is home to all the Anti-Submarine Warfare 
Type 23 frigates. The specialist facilities and expertise 
at Devonport Naval Base and Dockyard make it well 
placed to host all the Type 26 frigates. 

The Naval Base acts as a gateway to the North 
Atlantic, highly important in a time when there is 
increased Russian naval activity in this area. Unlike 
other UK ports, Plymouth can offer direct access 
to deep open ocean as well as a large, sheltered 
anchorage.

Devonport Naval Base and Dockyard account for 
14.1 per cent of Plymouth’s economic value in terms 
of GVA and 10.1 per cent of its total employment. 
HMS Albion and HMS Bulwark contribute £61m to 
the Gross Value Added (GVA) and 1,176 jobs within 
Devon and Cornwall due to the supply chain.

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/modernising-defence-programme-public-consultation

