
 
 

 

Dockyard Tunnel:  See PPP series Ad DT 
When work started on the construction of the Naval Dockyard at Dock/Devonport in the 1690s, it 

is highly unlikely that anyone would have considered to what extent the facilities would need to 

expand over the following centuries.  The Dockyard came first and the town quickly grew around it. 

Some of the first houses were built on the waterfront immediately to the north of the Dockyard 

boundary; hence the name North Corner.  

 

Soon after, between about 1719 and 1723, a new but purposely separate Gun Wharf was developed 

immediately north of the growing community of houses along Cornwall Street and at North Corner. 

This was later named the Morice Yard.  Cornwall Street and North Corner was, henceforth, 

sandwiched between the Dockyard and the Morice Yard.   

 

During the 18th century, the Dockyard was able to expand to the south as far as Mutton Cove.  The 

town continued to grow too, encircling the Dockyard and quickly infilling all the available land within 

the Dock Line defences.  By the 1820s, there was a new area of overflow development to the north, 
just outside the Dock Lines and just east of New Passage - the Torpoint Ferry crossing established in 

1791. This became Morice Town.  

 

With the introduction of iron built and steam powered warships, new docks and facilities were 

needed at the newly renamed Devonport Dockyard.  In 1844, work started on the Keyham Steam 

Yard. The chosen site was north-west of Morice Town and about a half mile distant from the historic 

Dockyard area.  The South Yard and the new Keyham Steam Yard were physically separated by areas 

of the town; housing, shops, pubs and public roads.  A tunnel was proposed between the two sites, to 

allow the safe transfer of pedestrian workers and carts of materials.  An Act of Parliament was 

secured and work started in 1855. The Dockyard Tunnel was completed in 1857.   

 

By law, the line of Dockyard Tunnel was marked by a series of fourteen Admiralty boundary stones, 

set into surface walls and aligned with both the east and west sides of the Tunnel.  These were 

located, for the public’s benefit, where the Tunnel passes out from under Admiralty property, and 

beneath the streets of Devonport.  At its south end, the Tunnel passes under Holman Buildings, 

Cornwall Street and Cannon Street, before running under the Morice Yard and fringing the north end 

of Queen Street.  At the north end it ran under Moon Street and on into Keyham. The tunnel works 

affected some 120 houses and 1600 residents, 44 shops and 5 public houses.   

 

Following several major redevelopments, only four 

Tunnel marker stones are believed to remain 

visible.  Ad DT 02, at Holman Buildings, pictured 

left, marks the west side of the Tunnel as it passes 

under the Admiralty wall which still separates the 

South Yard from North Corner.  Even without 

marker stones, the below ground alignment of the 

Tunnel can still be easily identified.  Where it runs 

under Cornwall Street, there is a corridor of hard 

landscaping  - but no buildings.   
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