
8 

            What not to do: 

If you have children do not leave 
the house to collect them. Schools 
and nurseries will have plans in 
place and will keep your child safe. 
 
 
Don’t ring everyone you know. It is 
important to keep the phone lines 
clear so the emergency services 
can speak to each other. 
 
 
Don’t leave the area thinking you 
would be safe somewhere else. 
Roads need to be kept clear so the 
emergency services don’t get stuck 
in traffic. 
 
 
If you have any questions about  
anything in this booklet please 
phone 01752 668000 and ask for 
the Civil Protection Service. 
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  Why do I need this booklet? 

This booklet has been made for 
people who live in or work around 
Devonport and the dockyard. 
 
 
You have got a copy as you live in 
the areas we are talking about. 
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        What should I do?   

If you hear the siren go indoors 
and stay there. If you have any 
pets keep them inside too. Close 
all of your windows and doors. 
 
 
If you are away from home go  
into the nearest building and stay 
there. 
 
Turn off anything which pulls air 
into the house. For example: 
fires and boilers. 
 
 
Eat and drink items that have 
been covered or sealed. For  
example: cans or frozen items in 
your freezer. 
 
 
If needed you will be given  
special iodine tablets to take to 
help keep parts of you healthy. 
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            Radiation: 

It is important that you follow 
this advice as radiation would 
make you very very poorly. 
 
 
Things become contaminated. 
This means full of radiation. 
 
 
You could: 
 
Breathe in contaminated air 
 
 
Touch contaminated surfaces 
 
 
Eat or drink something that had 
become contaminated 
 
 
Be directly exposed to radiation; 
this means being outside and the  
radiation affecting you 
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  What is radioactive material?    

The dockyard is home to lots of 
submarines. The submarines run 
on a special type of fuel called 
nuclear power. 
 
 
 
The people who work in the  
dockyard look after the  
maintenance of the submarines. 
This includes changing and  
moving the fuel around the site. 
 
 
 
When the fuel has been used it 
turns into radioactive material. 
 
 
 
This is usually safe but should 
there be an incident (a big  
accident) it is important to know 
what to do in the case of a  
nuclear emergency. 
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    In a nuclear emergency: 

In the unlikely case of a nuclear 
emergency lots of different  
people would come together to 
make a plan to protect the public. 
 
These would include the:  
 
Police  
 
 
Fire service 
 
 
Ambulance service 
 
 
Council 
 
 
Health services  
 
 
The Environment Agency - their 
job is to protect the environment 
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     How will I know there is a  
         nuclear emergency? 

The Naval Base will sound the 
emergency signal; a siren that 
can be heard in and around 
Devonport. 
 
You hear this being tested every 
Monday at 11:30 in the morning. 
 
 
In the case of a nuclear  
emergency the siren would sound 
for much longer than the test. 
 
 
There would also be  
announcements on the: 
 
Television 
 
 
Radio 
 
 
Social media  


