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Dear Alistair, 
 
DERRIFORD AND SEATON AREA ACTION PLAN (AAP) 
MATTERS FOR EXAMINATION – FLOOD RISK AND WATER MANAGEMENT 
 
We write further to the emails from the Programme Officer, Robert Young, which 
attached the Planning Inspector’s Examination Briefing note, the Indicative Matters and 
Issues for Examination and the Hearing Programme (most recent 01 March 2013) as 
well your email of 21 February 2013 in respect of the above. 
 
Environment Agency position 
We note that the Inspector has raised a number of questions for examination which 
relate to matters within our remit.  In particular:  

 Matter 1, No. 13: Is the AAP supported by adequately robust flood risk assessment? 

 Matter 2, No. 4: Should the AAP (DSO1) note the need for suitable surface water 
controls in Critical Drainage Areas?  

a) Should the AAP (DS20 and S06) note the importance of corridors around 
water courses?  

b) Should the AAP include references to the Water Framework Directive (WFD) 
and River Basin Management Plans (RBMP) – has the AAP been assessed 
against WFD objectives?  

c) How has the effect of the AAP on the local sewerage system been assessed? 

 Matter 6, No. 10: Does the plan provide adequate clarity upon the issue of water 
and waste water infrastructure capacity, improvements and delivery? 

 
At the meeting of 19 September 2012, held at your Authority’s offices, we discussed the 
concerns raised in our letter of 27 July 2012 (our ref DC/2010/107441/AP-01/SB2-L01) 
responding to revised pre-submission version of the AAP and agreed some changes to 
policy wording and supporting text.  However, it appears that the changes we agreed at 
the meeting, and which are contained in your email of 21 September 2012, were not 
formally published. 
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The comments below are therefore intended to provide detail and clarity for the 
Inspector with regard to our position on each of his questions, and include the 
policy/text changes we had previously agreed with Plymouth City Council. 
 
Matter 1, No. 13 
We consider that the AAP is covered by an adequate Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
(SFRA).  We have worked in partnership with your Authority to help you produce the 
SFRA and are confident that it meets the requirements for this AAP.   
 
The approach to SFRA in this area has been supplemented by an analysis of our data 
on the Flood Map for Surface Water as part of your Authority’s Preliminary Flood Risk 
Assessment.  This is also an approach we support. 
 
Matter 2, No. 4 
At our meeting on 19 September 2012 we agreed with your Authority changes that 
should be made to satisfy the concerns raised in our letter of 27 July 2012.  We are 
aware that due to an error these changes were not included in the document submitted 
for Examination.  Accordingly we support your Authority’s recommendation to the 
Inspector that he includes these changes in his report on the Examination.  The agreed 
changes are set out below, with additional text in bold italics. 
 
The importance of corridors around water courses should be reinforced by the following 
proposed amendments to: 

 Strategic Objective 6(4) 
...safeguarding and enhancing green corridors and watercourses throughout 
Derriford that protect and enhance wildlife habitats to allow wildlife movement 
and improved water management. 

 
It should be noted that this Strategic Objective could also result in flood risk 
management benefits. 
 
The need to have regard to WFD and RBMP objectives, as well as to ensure that flood 
risk is not increased (and, where possible, reduced), is reinforced through the following 
proposed changes to:   

 Policy DS01(3) 
Take a strategic approach to improving surface water drainage systems to 
reduce flood risk, support Water Framework Directive objectives and Plymouth 
Sound... 

 

 Paragraph 4.14 
...surface water flooding. Outside these areas schemes should follow the 
building regulations drainage hierarchy and avoid connections to combined 
sewer infrastructure.  Master plan solutions will be required to consider offsite 
solutions for SUDs and consider how open water solutions can contribute to 
DS04 GI objectives.  The Habitat Regulations Assessment....... 

 
Subject to these changes being made we are confident that all the issues we raised in 
our previous representation have been adequately addressed.    
 
Matter 6, No. 10 
At the meeting of 19 September 2012 we also agreed with your Authority that our 
observations about sewerage infrastructure are part of a larger issue that needs 
exploration as part of up-coming review of the City’s Core Strategy.  Consequently we 
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will be involved in joint discussions with your Authority and South West Water to 
address any strategic concerns and opportunities relating to sewerage infrastructure in 
the coming months. 
 
Sustainability Appraisal 
In our letter of 12 December 2012 (Our ref. DC/2010/107441/SE-02/SC1-L01) 
responding to the Sustainability Appraisal Addendum consultation for this AAP we 
raised some points regarding the report’s consideration of other policies, plans and 
programmes and whether a passage relating to surface water drainage sufficiently 
acknowledged pollution risks and WFD issues.   
 
We have since had sight of the Summary Report regarding the representations your 
received and your Authority’s response to them.  Accordingly we are satisfied that your 
Authority has addressed these matters. 
 
Final comments 
We hope that the comments above provide sufficient clarification for the Inspector in 
respect of the common ground we have reached.  We would also be happy to attend 
and speak at the meetings should the Inspector or your Authority considers it 
necessary. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
MARCUS SALMON 
Sustainable Places Technical Specialist 
 
Direct dial 01208 265046 
Direct fax 01208 78321 
Direct e-mail marcus.salmon@environment-agency.gov.uk  
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