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Summary Sheet 

 
Site Name:  Efford Marsh 
Area:   27.7 Hectares 
 
Vision Statement:  
Efford Marsh will be managed as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) for benefit of 
wildlife and the community. This will be achieved through maintenance and 
enhancement of the mosaic of habitats that support a variety of flora and fauna. 
Efford Marsh is a key accessible green space for the community and access will be 
managed to facilitate the quiet enjoyment of the site by local people. 
 
Wildlife and Management Summary: 
Efford Marsh is a prominent feature in the local landscape rising above the Marsh 
Mills interchange on the A38 in the east of Plymouth. The site contains a mosaic of 
habitats including semi-natural broad-leaved woodland, mixed scrub, semi-
improved grassland and marsh.  
 
The management objectives for the Nature Reserve are as follows: 

 To enhance the ecological value of the woodlands, grasslands and 
wetlands. 

 To deliver a high quality accessible green space that is a valued community 
asset, providing opportunities for quiet recreational activities and access to 
nature.   

 To promote the health and welfare benefits of accessing the proposed 
Reserve. 

 To manage the woods in partnership with the local community and other 
stakeholders. 

 
This management plan runs for a period of ten years but will be reviewed on a five-
yearly basis. 
 
Seeking Environmental Excellence  
This site is one in a network of sites across the city managed by Plymouth City 
Council that provide ecological connectivity, robustness and resilience against 
Climate Change. This network also contributes to flood attenuation, enhanced 
water and air quality and carbon sequestration.  
 
The table below gives a brief overview of the wildlife recorded at Efford Marsh LNR. 
 
Species Status  UK BAP  Devon BAP  

Otter EPS Yes Yes 

Bats* EPS Yes Yes 

Badger  WCA 6,    

Bullfinch  WCA, Red List Yes Yes 

House Sparrow WCA, Red List Yes  

Kingfisher WCA 1, Amber   

Water rail  Amber   

Plymouth Pear WCA 8   

Bluebell  WCA 8   

Fringed water-lily Nationally scarce   
* common & soprano pipistrelle, long-eared bats, serotine, noctule, greater & lesser horseshoe & myotis sp. 

 

Table 1 Illustrates the rarity status of species recorded at Efford Marsh. 
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1.  Site Details 

 
Site Name:   Efford Marsh Local Nature Reserve 
 
Ownership:   Freehold owned by Plymouth City Council 
 
Area:    27.7 Hectares 
 
Grid Reference:  SX 510 568 
 
Conservation Status: Local Nature Reserve  
 
Public Access: A comprehensive network of permissive footpaths 

and rides across the site.  Map 2 details all of the 
rides and paths that are maintained within the LNR. 

 
Vehicle Access: There are three vehicle access points for site 

maintenance only and there are limited public car 
parking facilities within the surrounding residential 
area (Map 2 – Site Features). 

 
Transport Links: The reserve is easily accessible using public 

transport. Bus services stop at Sainbury’s Marsh 
Mills, Deer Park Drive and Blandford Road. There are 
no cycle paths through the LNR however Plymouth’s 
cycle network runs adjacent to the site and connects 
Efford with NCN Cycle Route 27 at Marsh Mills with a 
choice of heading in the direction of the City Centre 
or towards the Plym Valley. 
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2.  Site Description 
 
Efford is an area dominated by high levels of poor health. Plymouth’s Green Space 
Strategy 2008-2023 shows that Efford Marsh is of national importance for habitats 
and species (Plymouth Pear) and for history/culture (Efford Fort – although this is 
inaccessible). The site is also of city importance both as a visual amenity and as a 
buffer. As such, the site offers huge opportunities to tackle health and welfare 
issues in the local community and beyond. 
 
Efford Marsh LNR provides a significant contribution to the woodland resource of 
the city and links Forder Valley Local Nature Reserve to the north with the Plym 
Estuary and Saltram Woods to the south. The site is an ecological haven with 
several habitat types and acts as a stepping stone between other sites in the area. 
The site is also a valuable recreational space for the local community although it is 
currently an under-used resource.  
 
The Reserve is divided into two separate areas, the north (main body) and the 
south, with Efford Fort situated between the two (Map 2: Site Features). The 
Reserve is underlain by Devonian slates through the southern area (Units 7 and 8, 
Map 4 – Management Units) whilst the wooded slopes in the east (Unit 6) contain 
volcanic rocks comprising of turfs and larva. These have been quarried and are 
visible in the vicinity of the fort. The lower valley marsh contains grey silt river 
alluvium (Unit 1). 
 
The Reserve has a mosaic of habitats, including mature broad-leaved woodland, 
planted community woodland, hedgerows, semi-improved grassland, scattered 
scrub, ponds, marshland and a stream (Map 3: Phase 1 Habitat Survey). 
 
Mature broad-leaved woodlands exist on the steep and sometimes precipitous 
slopes (a combination of natural and man made features) around Efford Fort, 
principally in Unit 6. Semi-mature secondary woodland exists in Units 2 and 7 and 
planted community woodland situated in Unit 3 consists of a mix of densely planted 
native trees.  
 
The mature woodland in Unit 6 is dominated by oak and sycamore. This is not 
designated ancient woodland, however, this Unit contains five species 
characteristic of ancient woodland ground flora. Other species in the ground flora 
include lesser celandine, cleavers, greater stitchwort, dog’s mercury, wood avens 
and enchanter’s nightshade. Species in the scrub layer include holly, elder, hazel, 
beech and extensive sycamore regeneration. 
 
Due to the steep incline on this portion of the site, trees tend to fall over before 
reaching advanced maturity but this provides a ground deadwood resource for 
saproxylic invertebrates, fungi, mosses, liverworts, ferns, foraging birds and small 
mammals. Most mature trees that exhibit features such as ivy cladding; knots, 
crevices and hollow bark are located within Unit 6 and will encourage bat activity 
within the Reserve.  
 
There is an abundance of young trees within the Reserve, principally within Unit 3 
amongst the community planted woodland. Tree species include oak, hazel, cherry, 
ash, beech and willows at the northern end of the Unit. Understorey species 
include guelder-rose, blackthorn, dogwood and hawthorn. These areas are densely 
planted and hence ground flora is not so varied but comprises frequent lesser 
celandine. In some areas there is an indication of the previous woodland 
management technique of coppicing with an abundance of multi-stemmed wood 
species, predominately hazel scrub. This woodland management technique can be 
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found in Units 3 and 6, particularly adjacent the managed hedgerow bank identified 
in Unit 3 (Map 3: Phase 1 Habitat Survey). 
 
Secondary woodland exists in a band running west to east within Unit 2 and within 
Unit 7. Canopy species include oak, sycamore and ash whilst understorey species 
are dominated by willows in Unit 2 and hazel in Unit 7. Some cherry laurel is 
present in Unit 2. 
 
Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica was recorded on the southern boundary of 
Unit 5 in 2009 and there are records of Japanese Knotweed within the marshland 
dating back to 1997. 
 
The Reserve has a number of hedgerows both internal and forming some of the 
boundaries of the site. Most of these hedgerows have been unmanaged since the 
Reserve was designated but a portion of one hedgerow within Unit 3 remains 
traditionally laid.  
 
The grasslands (Units 4 and 5) occupy the moderate slopes between the mature 
woodlands and the wetland habitats. In the past these areas were grazed fields 
and are separated from the marshland by a long narrow distribution of broadleaved 
woodland running in an east-west direction. Species present are typical of 
unimproved neutral grassland including common bent, creeping bent, sweet vernal 
grass, crested dog’s tail and carpets of yellow rattle. Wetter flushes in Unit 4 
provide some diversity including species such as soft rush, hard rush, marsh thistle 
and greater birds-foot trefoil. Unit 8 in the southern portion of the site comprises 
unremarkable semi-improved grassland. 
 
Wetland habitats are present on the northern boundary of the site (Unit 1), 
comprising marshlands, water draining from west to east (Map 3: Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey). The marshlands were at one stage a series of ponds that have now been 
colonised by a mosaic of common reed, great pond sedge, bulrush and willows. In 
some places the habitat resembles wet woodland. 
 
A pond at the eastern fringe of Unit 1 lies downstream of the rest of the wetlands 
and has more open water than the rest. Species here include starwort, water mint, 
pond sedge and horsetails with marginal species including water figwort, pendulous 
sedge, hemlock water-dropwort and cuckooflower. The invasive Parrot’s Feather 
Myriophyllum aquaticum is present in this pond.  
 
Approximately 300 floral and 100 invertebrate species have been recorded on the 
Reserve, including two invasive plant species Parrot’s Feather Myriophyllum 
aquaticum and Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica. Additionally, notable records 
of bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta and Primrose Primula vulgaris have been 
recorded. 

 
Mammal species include otter, badger and bats.  Field signs of otter include 
spraints under the A38 in the marsh whilst evidence of badgers include trackways 
across the site and setts. At least eight species of bats have been recorded 
immediately adjacent to the Reserve in the vicinity of Efford Fort and along Military 
Road. A study carried out in 2008 recorded common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle, 
long-eared bats, serotine, noctule, greater horseshoe, lesser horseshoe and myotis 
species. In addition, there is a record from 2004 of Daubenton’s bats roosting in 
close proximity to the Reserve. 

 
Approximately 10 bird species have been recorded, although this figure is likely to 
significantly under represent the number of species using the site.   
 



 
7 

The site is suitable for reptiles, especially for common lizard in the hedgerows and 
slow-worm in the areas of scrub and grassland. The marsh provides a riparian 
habitat for mammals, amphibians, reptiles and birds (e.g. bank vole, common frog, 
common toad and grass snake). 
 
Efford Marsh was designated as a Local Nature Reserve on the 30th October 1990 
and is owned by Plymouth City Council (PCC). The site is currently managed by 
PCC Street Scene Services with advice from the PCC Green Infrastructure Team. 
 
A large programme of access improvements and community engagement started in 
2013 and will continue into 2014 with events, path improvements and interpretation 
all planned.  
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3.  Site Interest Features  

 
3.1 Woodland 
 

 
 
Approximately 50% of Efford Marsh LNR is covered by woodland, whether that be 
mature broad-leaved woodland, secondary woodland or community planted 
woodland. It is a priority of the Management Plan to preserve and enhance these 
areas as woodland supports a diverse flora and fauna, which can be enjoyed by 
the community.   
 
None of the woodlands are designated as Ancient Woodland, however, Unit 6 has 
species characteristic of ancient woodland ground flora including extensive 
bluebell, early dog-violet, ramsons, primrose and wood melick. 
 
The woodlands throughout the proposed reserve offer opportunities for foraging 
birds, bats and small mammals. Many mature trees that exhibit features such as ivy 
cladding knots, crevices and hollow bark encourage bat activity within the proposed 
reserve.  
 
The mature woodlands have a good deadwood resource, both standing and on the 
ground, which is beneficial for saproxylic invertebrates, fungi, mosses, liverworts 
and ferns. 
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3.2 Hedgerows/Plymouth Pear 
 

 
There is a section of hedgerow within Unit 3 that has been laid in a traditional way 
(winter 2008/09). Ground flora in this hedgerow includes ramsons and bluebells. 
Species-rich hedgerows are a Devon BAP Habitat. 
 
The hedgerow separating Units 4 and 5 has several Plymouth Pears that were 
planted as part of a restoration programme for that species around 1990. The 
Plymouth Pear is rare in the UK and is only recorded in a few locations within 
Devon and Cornwall; therefore, it is a key feature within the Efford Marsh LNR. 
 
The Plymouth Pear Pyrus cordata is a protected species under Schedule 8 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (WCA). It is smaller than it’s more common 
relative and is found growing within hedgerows. The species is unable to cope with 
environmental change and has decreased in abundance within Plymouth due to 
poor management, removal of hedgerows and development. The endangered 
status of the Plymouth Pear entitles the species to receive full legal protection 
under WCA, 1981. 
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3.3  Species-rich Grassland/Scrub 
 

 
Lowland unimproved grassland is a declining habitat in the British Isles with 97% 
lost between 1930 and 1984.  Unimproved neutral grassland is recognised in the 
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) and flower-rich meadows and pastures are 
recognised in the Devon BAP.  By increasing the floristic value of the semi-
improved grassland within the site, the Reserve can help towards meeting the local 
and national BAP targets for these habitats.  
 
Grasslands provide an attractive habitat for a diversity of species including 
invertebrates, birds and small mammals and a valuable habitat for reptiles such as 
slow worm and lizard, with accompanying boundary scrub forming an ideal 
hibernation habitat during the cold winter months. 
 
There are a number of open grassland areas within the Reserve, (Map 3: Phase 1 
Habitat Survey). Grassland is found in old enclosures particularly on lower slopes 
where permanent pasture is reverting to bracken and scrub in the absence of 
consistent management. For a number of years in the 1990s the grasslands were 
not managed and hence ash, sycamore, blackthorn, hazel and bramble scrub have 
established on the interface between the grassland and woodland and several 
compartments in eastern areas of Units 4 and 5 are densely scrubbed up and in 
some areas can be considered to be more akin to immature woodland. 
 
Whilst scrub areas provide an important habitat for a wide range of higher plants, 
herbivorous insects and birds, a balance should be maintained in order to preserve 
the remaining areas of grassland. 
 
 
 
 



 
11 

 
3.4   Wetland Features 
 

Reedbeds and wet woodland are both priority UKBAP habitats and freshwater 
reedbeds, wet woodland and rivers, streams and fluvial process are all Devon BAP 
habitats. These wetland features provide good habitat for a number of riparian 
mammals, amphibians, reptiles, birds and invertebrates. They are an attractive 
attribute within the Reserve, adding to the quality and enjoyment for the 
community.  
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3.5 Community Access and Involvement 

 
Efford Marsh Local Nature Reserve is a place for people and wildlife managed by 
Plymouth City Council. It is managed to ensure that there are opportunities for 
community access and involvement. The reserve includes a comprehensive path 
network.  
 

It is essential that these 
features, paths and the 
associated access 
infrastructure are 
maintained to a standard 
that provides good quality 
access and makes the 
reserve a welcoming place. 
In 2013 a programme of 
access improvements and 
community engagement 
began and will continue 
into 2014. 
 
 
 

 
The involvement of local residents and stakeholders in the decision making 
process is fundamental to successful management of the proposed reserve and 
Plymouth City Council is committed to supporting this where time and resources 
allow. 
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3.6 Status and Threats to the Sites Interest Features  

Interest Feature Status  Reason for Status Threats to Interest Features 

Woodland Moderate There is structural diversity within the woodlands and 
there is a good diversity of canopy, shrub and ground 
layer species in certain areas of the Reserve. 
However, there is a need to thin out trees in Unit 3 to 
enable them to better establish themselves. Sycamore 
management and oak/hazel coppicing is desirable in 
Unit 6 to maintain the diverse ground flora present. 
The deadwood resource is good in Units 2 and 6 
however Unit 3 is immature and lacks deadwood. The 
woodlands contain areas of fly-tipping, which should 
be cleared. 

Inappropriate use of the site, vandalism and/or 
destruction of the trees.   
Non-native species (Japanese Knotweed, Cherry 
Laurel) 
Lack of structural/species diversity and ground 
flora through lack of canopy management 

Hedgerows/Plymouth 
Pear 

Moderate The Plymouth Pear has established well. Hedgerows 
have been unmanaged since creation of the Reserve 
and trees have been allowed to reach maturity with a 
detrimental impact on the ground flora 

Inappropriate / lack of management of the 
hedgerow on which the Plymouth Pears are 
located.  

Grassland/Scrub Moderate - 
improving 

Whilst formers areas of grassland in the east of Units 4 
and 5 have now scrubbed up, the remaining 
grasslands have been cut and bailed since 2009 and 
are showing a good variety of unimproved species 
indicators.   

Inappropriate / lack of management.  
Succession to secondary woodland through lack 
of management  

Wetland Features Moderate The wetland features are in good condition however 
fly-tipping, run-off from busy adjacent roads and 
misconnections upstream reduce water quality. Two 
invasive non-native plant species has been identified. 

Succession to wet woodland through lack of 
management 
Non-native species (Parrot’s Feather, Japanese 
Knotweed) 
Pollution events within the woodland and 
upstream 

Community Access 
and Involvement 

Moderate - 
improving 

A programme of access improvements and community 
engagement started in 2013 and will continue into 
2014. There are plans for installation of better paths, 
steps, interpretation, seating  and to hold community 
events. 

Inappropriate use of the site / lack of maintenance. 

Site Infrastructure and 
Administration 

Good Improvements to management and administration 
procedures have been achieved.  

N/A 

Table 2 - Status and Threats to the Sites Interest Features 

The operations objectives for the site have been designed with the aim of improving all of the interest features to a status of at least ‘good’ and to 
reduce the threats to the interest features.
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4.  Operational Objectives and Management Rationale 

 
4.1 – Native Broadleaved Woodlands 
 

Objective To maintain the current area and enhance the structural and species 
diversity within the woodlands.   

Target: To improve the condition of the woodland for a good structural and 
species diversity of canopy, shrub and ground flora species. 
 
To retain areas of deadwood in situ.   
 
To reduce the dominance of sycamore and beech saplings and 
encourage native scrub growth in Units 2, 6 and 7. 
 
To remove invasive species where present 

 
4.1.1 – Rationale and Management 
The woodlands are currently in moderate condition and the current management 
practice of minimal intervention within the broadleaved and community planted 
woodlands should be reversed to improve the quality of these habitats. Areas of 
standing and fallen deadwood will be retained in situ throughout the woodland, as it 
provides a valuable habitat for woodland organisms, unless it causes a health and 
safety concern.  
 
A new addition to the Reserve is proposed for 2014: Unit 9 which will form part of the 
main site, adjacent to Efford Fort along Military Road (Map 4: Management Units). This 
is an area of 0.9ha, formerly concrete hardstanding which was removed in February 
2014 and replaced with native species tree planting. This area will be inaccessible to 
the public due and thus serve as a wildlife haven because of precipitous slopes that 
connect it with the rest of the reserve. 
 
Scrub situated under the canopy of the mature woodland (Unit 6) requires 
encouragement through sensitive and rotational felling of sycamore to create gaps in 
the canopy. Deadwood should be left on site to create a resource for saproxylic 
invertebrates and fungi. In addition, areas of understory that are becoming dominated 
by sycamore saplings will require uprooting before they are allowed to establish, this 
will protect the native scrub diversity. 
 
Units 2 and 7 contain sycamore in the canopy and it’s regeneration should be 
controlled to prevent it becoming dominant. Hazel in Units 3 and 7 will be subject to 
rotational coppice management to promote structural diversity and encourage a 
diversity of ground flora. Community planted woodland in Unit 3 requires significant 
thinning to encourage trees to reach maturity and to improve the limited ground flora.  
 
Non-native ornamental trees and shrubs are scattered throughout the site and include 
cherry laurel in Unit 2. A programme of removal of invasive non-native species will be 
pursued to prevent these species from out-competing native species.  
 
Fly-tipping is an issue in Units 3 and 7 where they border Military Road and there is a 
need for clearance and maintenance. A litter collection regime is required to maintain 
the quality of the Reserve and alleviate the problems litter creates for species, which 
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inhabit the area. This will also improve the enjoyment of the Reserve for the 
community. 
 
4.1.2 - Management Tasks 
 

 Units 2, 3, 6 and 7 – Sensitive and rotational gap creation by felling of 
sycamore to promote structural and species diversity within the canopy. This 
will also encourage native scrub growth and a diverse ground flora 

 

 Units 2, 3, 6 and 7 – Control of sycamore and beech saplings to prevent them 
from dominating in the next generation of canopy trees 

 

 Units 3 and 7 – Rotational hazel coppice 
 

 Units 5 and 9 – Japanese Knotweed control on southern boundary of 5 and 
northern boundary of 9 
 

 Unit 3 – Significant thinning of community planted woodland to encourage 
trees to reach maturity and to improve the limited ground flora 

 

 To maintain control of invasive cherry laurel growth and other non-native 
species within all woodland areas. 

 

 To inspect trees and woodland for damaged or diseased trees and fell if they 
are causing a health and safety concern. 
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4.2 – Species-rich Hedgerows/Plymouth Pear 
 

Objective To maintain and enhance the structural and species diversity within the 
hedgerow in Unit 3 and a healthy population of Plymouth Pear.  

Target: To maintain a section of hedgerow for a good structural and species 
diversity of ground flora species  
 
To retain the population of Plymouth Pear    

 
4.2.1 – Rationale and Management 
Only one section of hedgerow is actively managed within Efford Marsh LNR. This 
hedgerow should continue to be managed in a traditional way so that a diverse flora is 
encouraged and traditional management techniques are available for training 
opportunities.  
 
A small number of Plymouth Pear Pyrus cordata are distributed within the hedgerow 
that separates Unit 4 from 5. Management of the Plymouth Pear requires little 
intervention but minor work may be required from time to time including the 
management of adjacent hedgerow species to prevent them from encroaching. This 
species is of particular importance to the Reserve not only for the conservation of the 
species but because of the attraction value the Plymouth Pear brings to Efford Marsh 
to help encourage community involvement. 
 
4.2.2 – Management Tasks  
 

 To continue to lay the currently managed hedgerow in Unit 3 on a rotational 5 
yearly basis 

 

 To maintain the current condition of the Plymouth Pears and carry out pruning 
and other tasks when necessary   

 
4.3 – Grasslands/Scrub    
 

Objective To restore and maintain a total of 2.5ha of species rich grassland areas within 
Units 4, 5 and 8 and 1.5ha of scrub within Units 4 and 5. 

Target: To maintain the current extent and species richness of neutral grassland within 
Units 4, 5 and 8 (West).   
 
To maintain 1.5ha of structurally diverse scrub and prevent this from 
succeeding to secondary woodland in eastern areas of Units 4 and 5. 

 
 
4.3.1 – Rationale and Management 
The grassland areas are in an improving condition having been managed with a cut 
and bail since 2009 and some flailing of scrub has been carried out to maintain the 
extent of grassland areas.  
 
Management will continue to involve a single annual cut and bale between late July 
and the end of August. Bracken and bramble are often the first species to encroach 
into grassland areas and these species should be knocked back using mechanical 
intervention in western areas of Units 4 and 5 and in Unit 8.  
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Rotational management of more mature scrub areas in eastern areas of Units 4 and 5 
will be needed to prevent these areas from becoming secondary woodland. This would 
involve selectively removing tree species before they reach semi-maturity. 
Alternatively, these areas could be allowed to develop into secondary woodland. The 
local community should be consulted with this issue. 
 
4.3.2 – Management Tasks 
 

 Units 4 (West), 5 (West) and 8 - Incorporate a grassland regime, comprising an 
annual single cut and bale between late July and the end of August.  

 

 Mechanical control of bracken and bramble scrub in western areas of Units 4 
and 5 and in Unit 8. 

 

 Consult the local community with a choice between maintenance of scrub or 
reversion to secondary woodland in eastern areas of Units 4 and 5.  

 
4.4 – Wetland Features 
 

Objective To improve the quality of the wetland features within the Reserve 

Target: To decrease the amount of fly-tipping within the Reserve stream 
network.  
 
To reduce the invasive plant species within the pond in Unit 1 and 
encourage native species to dominate. 

 
 
4.4.1 - Rationale and Management 
 
The wetland features create an attractive series of habitats and give the Reserve its 
name. They also add to the quality and enjoyment for the community and they are 
important as they provide a habitat for a number of riparian mammals, amphibians, 
birds and invertebrates.  

 
The main pressures on the wetland features within the site are upstream pollution 
events, invasive plant species and fly-tipping/litter. The western sector of Unit 1 
contains a large amount of fly-tipping. Fly-tipping can cause the stream channel to be 
blocked and impact on water quality with detrimental effects on the flora and fauna of 
the area.  These areas require regular clearance and monitoring to preserve the 
existing riparian habitat and encourage an attractive environment for species 
increasing biodiversity and water quality.   
 
The invasive plant species Parrots Feather has been identified at the eastern end of 
Unit 1. Every effort should be made to control this species otherwise it will carpet areas 
of open water and cause a decrease in the native species diversity within the wetland 
habitats.  Mechanical removal of this species is not sufficient to eradicate it from a 
waterbody and hence sensitive chemical means of control should be explored. There 
are records of Japanese Knotweed where Unit 1 borders the A38. A thorough survey 
of this area should be carried out to identify the extent of this species and then a 
strategy for its eradication should be developed. 
 
A balanced mosaic of wetland habitats is desirable to maintain diversity and prevent 
willow from dominating. Whilst willow carr is attractive and valuable for wildlife, areas 
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of reedbeds and open water should be maintained. Species such as bulrush and 
willow should be removed on a rotational basis. 
 
4.4.2 – Management Tasks 

 

 Quarterly monitoring and removal of fly-tipping/litter 
 

 Survey for and develop strategy to eradicate Japanese Knotweed 
 

 Establish and carry out the best method to eradicate Parrots Feather  
 

 Control of bulrush and willow to retain a variety of wetland habitats 

 
 
4.5 – Community Access 
 

Objectives To maintain a high quality accessible green space that is a valued 
community asset, providing opportunities for quiet recreational 
activities and access to nature.   
 
To promote the health and welfare benefits of accessing the proposed 
Reserve. 

Target: To provide a high quality, accessible greenspace, giving the wider 
community of Efford, Crabtree and Eggbuckland the opportunity to 
undertake quiet recreational activities and enjoy the wildlife without 
causing conflict with the nature conservation objectives of the Reserve.  
 
To promote an ‘access for all’ route through Unit 2 and extend into 
Units 1 and 4. 
 
To maintain all paths shown on Map 2, free of obstructions. 
 
To employ a clearance regime to manage fly-tipping issue across the 
Reserve and maintain the regime to combat future problems. 
 
To maintain all reserve entrances to a high standard so that they 
provide a welcoming shop front for the green space. All gates / access 
infrastructure should be ‘presentable’ and every access point shown 
on Map 2 should have signage that welcomes visitors into the reserve. 
 
To market, promote and interpret the access opportunities that the 
reserve provides, both to city wide and local audiences in surrounding 
neighbourhoods and places of work in collaboration with the 
community. 
 
To encourage and support development of a ‘friends of’ group, or 
similar, for the reserve. 

 
4.5.1 – Rationale and Management 
 
The Reserve is an attractive place to walk and spot wildlife and these activities are 
encouraged. At present the Reserve is under-used perhaps because signage and 
access routes are only in a moderate condition and could be improved.   
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It is essential that community access opportunities are brought up to a high standard to 
allow the cross-cutting benefits of better health and welfare that greenspace can afford 
local communities. 
 
Fly-tipping: Fly-tipping has become a particular issue in Units 1, 3 and 7. A clearance 
project is required, whereby the local community is made aware of the situation and 
PCC’s actions to alleviate the issue are defined. This will be followed up by a ‘regular 
clearance regime’, including a quarterly check of the reserve and any litter / fly-tipping 
removed. 
 
Path & Ride Vegetation Clearance 
Vegetation encroachment around paths will quickly limit access opportunities for the 
community unless they are proactively managed.  It is essential that paths are kept 
free from obstructions. Map 2 shows all the paths that should be cleared as required 
outside of the bird-nesting season.  
 
Marketing, Interpretation and Promotion 
A programme of events carried out by the PCC Green Infrastructure Team will 
continue to highlight the opportunities that this site offers to the locals residents. The 
PCC Green Infrastructure Team will also continue to try to form a ‘Friends of’ group for 
the site. 
 
There is a website for the Reserve and a programme of events in natural spaces across 
the city: 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/effordmarshlnr  
www.plymouth.gov.uk/parksnatureevents 
  
4.5.2 – Management Tasks Summary 

 

 Designate an extension to the Local Nature Reserve in Unit 9 by April 2014 

 Maintain entrances, paths and rides free from vegetation encroachment  

 Regular Site Inspection - All access routes, entrances, bridges and access 
infrastructure to be checked on a regular basis  

 Maintain and enhance signs and interpretation panels 

 Clear fly-tipping from all Units regularly 

 Improve the quality of the ‘access for all’ link in Unit 2 and extend into Units 1 
and 4 if possible 

 Maintain signs and interpretation panels, every access point should have 
signage to welcome visitors to the reserve 

 To encourage and support development of a ‘friends of’ groups, or similar, for 
the reserve 

http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/effordmarshlnr
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/parksnatureevents
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4.6 – Management and Administration 
 

Objective To manage the Reserve in partnership with the local community 

Target: The Reserve’s management and administration will support the 
objectives of this plan and best practice 

 
4.6.1 - Rationale and Management 
 
The Nature Reserve will be managed in a wildlife friendly manner to include the 
following measures where possible: 
 

 Removal of vegetation outside the bird nesting season (March-August 
inclusive) 

 Any works to trees with suitability for bats should be checked by a professional 
ecologist prior to works commencing 

 Herbicides and pesticides will not be used unless absolutely necessary 

 Specifying and using environmentally friendly products 

 The Environment Agency’s Pollution Prevention Guidelines (PPG5) should be 
complied with at all times when working near water 

 
Any proposed departures from the above should be discussed with the PCC Green 
Infrastructure Officer prior to implementation. 

The administration of the site must ensure that all management activities are 
completed successfully in order that features will be moving towards ‘good’ status.  
The following procedures should be completed: 
 

 Site risk assessments should be checked and up dated if required. 

 Notable species sightings should be reported to Devon Biodiversity Records 
Centre. 

 There is an aspiration to support detailed invertebrate, fungi, lichen, moss and 
protected species surveys to improve the understanding of the nature 
conservation interests on site. 

 Any damage to site infrastructure should be reported and repaired as soon as 
is practicable. 

 The management plan should be fully reviewed every 5 years, with interim 
reviews if required 
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5.  Management Actions 
 
A broad range of management actions, or tasks, are required to deliver the objectives set out in the previous chapter.  These are expressed 
below as Annual / Ongoing Maintenance Tasks, and Reserve Improvement Projects. Proactive work between the Council and the voluntary 
sector will be required to realise many of these tasks.   
 
5.1 – Annual / Ongoing Maintenance Tasks 

Task Period of Work Units Period Personnel 

Hay cut and bale Annually  4, 5 & 8 Late July - August PCC Street Scene Services 

Scrub Control Annually 4, 5 & 8 October – March PCC Street Scene Services 

Health and safety check 
of trees and woodland 

As necessary All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Fly-tipping monitoring 
and removal 

Monthly All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Maintain all access 
routes and entrances  

As required All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Site Inspections - Access 
Infrastructure and Litter 
Checks 

Annually and 
when required 

All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Plymouth Pear 
maintenance 

Annually 4/5 As required PCC Street Scene Services/Volunteer 
Groups 

Hedgerow management Rotational 3 
year cycle 

3 As required PCC Street Scene Services/Volunteer 
Groups 

Gap creation by sensitive 
sycamore felling 

Annually – 
Rolling 3 - 5 
Year Rotation 

2, 3, 6 and 7 Winter PCC Street Scene Services 

Sycamore and beech 
management 

Every 2 years 2, 3, 6 and 7 Winter PCC Street Scene Services/Volunteer 
Groups 

Removal of willow and 
bulrush 

Annually 1 As required PCC Parks Services / Volunteer 
Groups 

Invasive species 
monitoring and removal  

Annually 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7 As required PCC Street Scene Services/Volunteer 
Groups 
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Task Period of Work Units Period Personnel 

Administrative 
Requirements 
Site risk assessments 
should be checked and 
updated and collated. 
 
Notable species 
sightings/monitoring 
results should be 
reported to DBRC. 
 
Damage to site 
infrastructure reported 
and repaired promptly. 
 
The management plan 
should be reviewed 
every 5 years with 
interim reviews if 
required. 

 
 
Annually 
 
 
 
Annually 
 
 
 
 
As required 
 
 
 
5-yearly 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All 
 
 
 

As appropriate 
 
 
 
 

As appropriate 
 
 
 

All 
 
 
 

 

 
 

April 
 
 
 

End of financial 
year 

 
 
 

End of financial 
year 

 
 

As required 
 
 
 

 

 
 
PCC Street Scene Services 
 
 
 
PCC Green Infrastructure Officer  
 
 
 
 
PCC Street Scene Services 
 
 
 
PCC Street Scene Services 
 
 
 

 
 
5.2 Improvements Projects 
 

Project Title Units Period Personnel 

Thinning of community 
planted woodland 

3 Winter PCC Street Scene Services / 
Voluntary Groups 

Eradication of Parrot’s 
Feather and Japanese 
Knotweed 

1, 5 As required PCC Street Scene Services / 
Voluntary Groups 

Hedgerow management 3  Winter PCC Street Scene Services / 
Voluntary Groups 
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Project Title Units Period Personnel 

Enhance and maintain 
signage at access points  

All As required PCC Street Scene Services/PCC 
Green Infrastructure Team 

Community Access 
Improvements 

All As required PCC Street Scene Services/PCC 
Green Infrastructure Team 

Enhance and extend 
‘access for all’ route 

1, 2 and 4 As required PCC Street Scene Services/PCC 
Green Infrastructure Team 

Development of a 
‘friends of’ group 

N/a As required PCC Green Infrastructure Team 
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7.  Glossary 

 
BAP – Biodiversity Action Plan 
 
LNR – Local Nature Reserve 
 
EPS – European Protected Species (Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010) 
 
WCA – Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
Animals and plants are protected under the WCA under the following schedules: 
  

Schedule 5 – Protected animals other than birds 
 
Schedule 6 – Animals, which may not be killed or taken by certain methods 
 
Schedule 8 – Protected plants 
 
Schedule 9 – Animals and plants, which may not be released into or caused to 
grow in the wild 

 
Different species are afforded different levels of protected under this act.  The letter 
KIS next to a species name means that the species is only protected from Killing, 
Injury and Sale. 
 
SoCC – Species of Conservation Concern   

Amber List - Amber-list species are those with an unfavourable conservation status in 
Europe; those whose population or range has declined moderately in recent years; 
those whose population has declined historically but made a substantial recent 
recovery; rare breeders; and those with internationally important or localised 
populations. 
 
Red List - Red-list species are those that are, ‘Globally Threatened’, according to the 
IUCN criteria; those whose population or range has declined rapidly in recent years; 
and those that have declined historically and not shown a substantial recent recovery. 
 
(The population status of birds regularly found in the UK, Channel Islands and the Isle 
of Man is reviewed every five years to provide an up-to-date assessment of 
conservation priorities. Species are assessed and placed onto one of three lists – red, 
amber or green) 
 
 


