
We’re building a one-kilometre road linking William 
Prance Road in Derriford and the Forder Valley Road/
Novorossiysk Road junction.
This will be a key link between the A38 and the north 
of the city, where new homes and businesses are 
planned as Plymouth grows.
The road will run along a new bridge across Bircham 
Valley, with a larger, relocated signalised junction at the 
Forder Valley Road/Novorossiysk Road intersection.

It will help alleviate traffic on the A386 Tavistock Road 
and Manadon Roundabout, providing an alternative route 
to the north of the city and key destinations such as 
Derriford Hospital, the University of St Mark and  
St John and the Plymouth Science Park. The new link will 
also improve bus reliability and offer new and improved 
pedestrian and cycle facilities.
Improvements will also be made at Forder Valley 
Roundabout to improve traffic flow and access for 
pedestrians and cyclists.

FORDER VALLEY  
TRANSPORT IMPROVEMENTS
Forder Valley Link Road and Forder Valley Roundabout  
Information events, May 2019

2019
Winter Confirmation of Department for Transport 

funding and start of site clearance 
Spring Ground and archaeological investigations
Summer Diversion of utilities such as power and 

broadband, office set-up, access road built  
and phase 1 of traffic management

Autumn Start of work on bridge supports, diversion 
of stream and construction of Devon hedge. 
Excavations and embankment construction starts 
for Novorossiysk Road, Forder Valley South and 
main junction 

2020
Winter Start of bridge construction – completion of 

culverts
Spring Devon hedge completed and diversion of stream 

into new culvert

2020
Summer Traffic management phase 2 (closure of Forder 

Valley Road west)
Autumn Traffic management phase 3 (old junction closed) 

and arrival of bridge beams
2021
Winter Concrete pour for bridge deck
Spring Bridge surfacing and waterproofing, Drainage 

pond created and ongoing earth works
Summer Laying permanent road surface  
Autumn Traffic management phase 4: new  

Novorossiysk Road junction open 
2022
Winter/ Traffic management phase 5: 
Spring  New junction open to all traffic (not in its final 

finished construction) with new link road closed 
north-west of Poole Farm

What we are doing and why

What’s happening and when 
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FORDER VALLEY LINK 
ROAD SCHEME
Changes since October 2016

New crossing

Bigger drainage pond and 
wildlife pond added

New traffic island 
to improve safety

Dedicated slip into 
Blunts Lane access

Length of bridge shortened, it’s now 
wider with fewer supporting pillars 

Devon hedge and 
noise protection

No right turn into 
Forder Valley Road West

Sheltered right turn (behind traffic 
island) to improve safety

Culvert redesigned to help 
wildlife is now located 
under the junction

Shared use footpath and cycleway 
up Novorossiysk Road

A dark corridor for bats and 
other wildlife under the bridge

The scheme is essentially the same, but there are a few 
key changes – many taking on board comments you 
made during our last consultation.
There are more measures to help wildlife including a 
‘dark corridor’ underneath the new bridge for bats 
and other wildlife. We have made more cycling and 
pedestrian improvements. Turns in and out of roads have 
been made simpler and safer for drivers and pedestrians.
The biggest change is reducing the length of the bridge 
which means there will be more embankment that can 
be planted. It is now wider but with fewer supports.
Other alterations include: 
n Blunts Lane – a dedicated left slip 

n A bigger drainage pond and a new wildlife pond 
n A wider footpath in front of a retaining wall on 

Novorossiysk Road and the back of Langdale 
Gardens and Rydal Close

n A Devon hedge and noise protection on 
Novorossiysk Road at back of Langdale Gardens 

n A new crossing on Forder Valley Road
n A change in the culvert design and route to help 

wildlife and stream inhabitants 
n The route’s been moved away from properties on 

Forder Valley Road 
n A new traffic island to improve safety on  

Forder Valley Road south.

What’s new in the final design 

A view looking south down the bridge with the new junction 
and left turn access to Plymbridge Road/Blunts Lane.  You can 
also see the new on-road cycle lanes approaching the junction 
at Forder  Valley Road and Novorossiysk Road.

This shows the new bridge from the eastern side. It also shows parts 
of the footpaths and the stream within the community park.



Getting around during works
Keeping traffic on the move during any transport scheme is vital.
The scale of this scheme means there will be interruptions but we are 
doing everything we can to keep them to a minimum.
Most of the traffic management will include lane closures or 
contraflows to allow safe working areas for the contractors and 
engineers on site. 
However we will be closing Forder Valley Road west for 17 months. 
This is not due to happen until Summer 2020, but we want to give 
residents and businesses as much notice as possible.
In essence, the junction will be moved and raised up by five metres 
so that it links in with the new bridge. It’s a colossal task and to do it 
safely, we need to close Forder Valley Road west for 17 months. 
The diversion route will be along the A38 and the A386 Tavistock 
Road. The emergency services have been consulted and we are 
working with them to minimise impact on current services.
We know this will be frustrating for everyone, but believe this means 
the scheme will be finished more quickly. We will always notify 
affected residents of any significant traffic management changes.

Working with nature
We want to work with, rather than against 
nature. Ensuring any natural environment loss 
is more than compensated for has been a key 
factor in designing the link road.
We have an environmental team on hand 
to safeguard nesting birds and protected 
species during the site preparation works and 
to monitor the scheme throughout. We’ve 
designed the scheme to ensure that as many 
trees as possible are retained.
We have already started planting 14,500 trees. 
All the species are native to this valley and are 
part of a wider landscaping scheme outside of 
the construction area.
Landscape features include two new ecology 
ponds and a stone-faced Devon Hedge bank.

Keeping you up-to-date 
This is a huge project and we are doing our best to cause as little disruption as possible. We know this will have an 
impact on your daily lives, which is why we want to keep you updated on what’s coming up. We’ll do this through:
n Plymouth City Council’s Facebook and Twitter @plymouthcc and @plymhighways 
n Our website www.plymouth.gov.uk/fordervalley  
n Newsletters (sign up to receive them by emailing them FVLRcomms@balfourbeatty.com)
We also have a liaison team on site to help you through the changes ahead. Contact Tracey or Lisa by email  
FVLRcomms@balfourbeatty.com

We’re improving and extending the short 
merge from the roundabout heading north 
on Forder Valley Road, extending the two 
lanes heading south and adding a short fourth 
lane on the southbound approach to the 
roundabout. We’re also adding an extra lane 
on the roundabout itself between Forder 
Valley Road and the A38 eastbound slip road. 
The subway under Forder Valley Road will be 
extended and walking and cycling facilities will  
be improved.  
There will be no right turn out of Wilburt 
Road and vehicles will be required to route 
around Forder Valley (Leigham) Roundabout.
These improvements will increase capacity 
and allow traffic to flow more smoothly, 
relieving congestion and queueing which 
currently extends back onto the roundabout 
and down the A38 westbound off-slip.
We are currently working on the detailed 
design but construction work will take place 
at the same time as the Forder Valley Link 
Road so we are only working in this area 
for one period. Work is expected to be 
completed in Winter 2022. 
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