
 

 

OFFICIAL 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to the very first Forder Valley Link Road newsletter where we aim to provide an update on 
what’s been taking place on site and what you can expect to see in the coming months. Balfour 
Beatty has been appointed as main contractor for the project by Plymouth City Council, with works 
procured through the Scape Civil Engineering and Infrastructure Framework. 

We’ve been working full steam ahead since returning to site in January, preparing the access road for 
the arrival of the site cabins at Poole Farm, which will be ‘home’ to over 40 staff over the next two 
years. 

Caring for the environment 

The planting of over 14,000 trees has commenced – over 30 times the amount that have been 
removed. Planting has already started further up Novorossiysk Road with the planting of trees and 
shrubs. 

Traffic Management 

Earlier this month the first of five phases of traffic management was set up on the lower end of 
Novorossiysk Road and a small section of Forder Valley Road at the traffic light junction, reducing 
traffic to one lane in each direction. With any alterations to road layouts it can take time for motorists 
to adjust and we are grateful for the patience of all road users during these changes.  

Last year it was announced that the second phase of traffic management would involve the 
temporary closure of Forder Valley Road (West), in both directions, for 17 months. This is to relocate 
and rebuild the junction five metres above the current road level and rerouting utilities. Plymouth City 
Council confirmed the good news this week that the uphill side of the road can be reopened to cars, 
between four and six months, earlier than planned. The downhill side will remain closed for the full  
17 months. 

Pedestrians and cyclists will still be able to use the route. During this phase the traffic lights at the 
Novorossiysk Road and Forder Valley Road junction will be removed, to allow traffic to be free 
flowing. However, there will be crossings for pedestrians and site vehicles on Novorossiysk Road. 
The anticipated date for this closure is not until late summer this year. 

Meet the Team 

How we communicate is key to the success of this scheme and we have two colleagues, who many 
of you will already have met, who work closely with Plymouth City Council. We’d like to introduce you 
to Tracey Waygood and Lisa Butcher, who will be your point of contact while work is ongoing. Tracey 
and Lisa will be based on site and will be on hand to answer any queries you may have about the 
project. You can contact them via email on fvlrcomms@balfourbeatty.com.  

There will be ‘Meet the Team’ events, with the first one taking place in a few months’ time, providing 
you with the opportunity to come along and find out about the scheme and meet some of the team 
and representatives from the Council who are working on site. 
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What you can expect to see over the next few months? 

The weather can impact many aspects of a construction scheme, especially one on a scale such as 
the Forder Valley project. As you will be aware the weather has been unkind to us all for weeks now, 
but we are progressing well. 

Alongside preparing for the site offices, the first phase of main construction will include earthworks for 
the main carriageway and the new embankment and retaining wall off Novorossiysk Road. 

BT have started building new chambers for their equipment alongside Novorossiysk Road, where 
South West Water are also carrying out sewer diversion works. 

Probably the most significant element of the project is the 140m bridge constructed with a 10% 
gradient, which will span over the community park. Construction of the bridge is likely to commence 
this Autumn.  
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If you’d like to receive regular email updates and you are not already registered, you can email 
fvlrcomms@balfourbeatty.com. You can also find more information on the Plymouth City Council 
webpage: www.plymouth.gov.uk/fordervalley or follow Plymouth City Council on Twitter @plymouthcc  

 

Scheme Information 

The scheme is a one-kilometre road linking William Prance Road in Derriford and the Forder Valley 
Road/Novorossiysk Road junction. This will be a key link between the A38 and the north of the city, 
where new homes and businesses are planned as Plymouth grows. 

The road will run along a new bridge across Bircham Valley, with a larger, relocated signalised 
junction at the Forder Valley Road/Novorossiysk Road intersection. The new link will also improve 
bus reliability and offer new and improved pedestrian and cycle facilities. 

Improvements will also be made at Forder Valley Roundabout to improve traffic flow and access for 
pedestrians and cyclists.  
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