
9 Improving the Environment 

Delivering a Sustainable Environment 

9.1 A high quality natural environment is an essential element of a sustainable 
community.  It provides residents, workers and visitors with interesting sites for 
recreation, relaxation and play, it provides an attractive setting for homes and 
businesses and influences the way we feel and interact with an area.  Derriford has 
numerous natural assets that could add significant value to the area, but many of these 
spaces are currently underused. 

9.2 Derriford has a unique and enviable landscape with stunning views towards 
Dartmoor, the coast and other green spaces within the city.  The area includes a 
network of deep wooded valleys and an extensive network of green spaces.  This 
provides a natural resource for Derriford and it is also of city-wide importance in 
connecting the network of green spaces that extend across Plymouth.  Enhancing these 
assets and incorporating them into the urban fabric will be vital to improving the quality 
of life of communities and increasing its offer to potential businesses and investors. 

9.3 Derriford is particularly fortunate in having two natural assets that already play 
an important role in enhancing the area, the Bircham and Forder Valleys.  These valleys 
are formally designated as Local Nature Reserves (LNR) which identify their importance 
for wildlife and enable people to access a high quality natural space.  Linked with the 
Seaton Valley, which is currently inaccessible to the public, they form part of a series of 
green valleys and stream structures that cross the entire city, largely uninterrupted, 
from Tamerton Foliot through Marsh Mills and on to Sherford, linking into the wider 
countryside at either end.  The location of these valleys enables them to make a unique 
contribution to addressing a number of issues that currently impact on the general 
sustainability of this area.  They provide an important balance between providing for the 
built and natural environment and provide: 

a) the foundation for delivering an important part of the Plymouth Green 
Infrastructure network that will ensure the area’s natural assets provide the 
maximum benefit to wildlife and people; 

b) a setting for the urban fabric, allowing natural assets to become part of 
developments to help soften the built form and provide an attractive setting 
for homes and businesses; 

c) the setting for the creation of a high quality natural resource of both local 
and city-wide significance, which will add significant value to the Derriford 
area. 

9.4 The Core Strategy, Strategic Objective 11 ‘Delivering a Sustainable Environment’ 
and Policy CS18 ‘Plymouth’s Green Space’, emphasise the importance of safeguarding, 
enhancing and promoting access to a multi-functional network of green spaces.  
Strategic Objective 6 responds to these aspirations by promoting the Core Strategy’s 
Vision for Derriford of ‘a high quality, safe and accessible environment’. 



Strategic Objective 6 Natural Environment Enhancements 

To deliver high quality Green Infrastructure assets in Derriford that provide 
important quality of life benefits, increases the value of the area, connects to 
the sub-regional green network and ensures important wildlife sites are 
enhanced.  This will be implemented by;   

1. safeguarding, enhancing and promoting Derriford’s green spaces in a manner that 
will enable them to deliver numerous benefits and help achieve a sustainable 
community.  Benefits will include; an attractive setting, wildlife sites, health, 
spaces for recreation, relaxation and play, walking and cycling routes and food 
growing opportunities. 

2. delivering a new Community Park in Derriford that will provide a high quality 
environmental, social, educational asset and natural resource for the people of 
Plymouth integrating into the existing Green Infrastructure network and adding 
value to the developments in the area. 

3. promoting a One Planet Centre at the heart of the Park that will offer exciting 
and diverse opportunities to learn about the natural environment and sustainable 
living.  The Centre will provide the management and financial support for the 
Park.  

4.   safeguarding and enhancing green corridors and watercourses throughout 
Derriford that protect and enhance wildlife habitats to allow wildlife movement 
and improved water management.  Where it is appropriate these corridors will 
also deliver walking and cycling routes to enable sustainable routes. 

9.5 This Strategic Objective recognises the importance of Derriford’s natural 
environments and the part they can play in both improving the quality of life for local 
residents, as well as the wider role the Community Park will play in the city and its sub-
region.  These aspirations are covered in general terms by Policy DS04 ‘Green 
Infrastructure’ and specifically by Proposal DS19 ‘Derriford Community Park’, and 
Proposal DS20 Glacis Park Green Corridor. 

Derriford Community Park 

9.6 The new Community Park is a significant opportunity to deliver an exciting and 
substantial green space destination.  The Park will be a vibrant place where communities 
and visitors will enjoy a unique experience within a spectacular landscape.  It will 
provide a much needed resource for the city’s growing population and will add value 
and aid the sustainability of new developments within the area.  The Park will provide a 
unique element in the growth of the Derriford area and will be particularly important in 
supporting the development of the Seaton Neighbourhood.   

9.7 The Park will connect the existing Forder and Bircham Valley Local Nature 
Reserves (LNR) through the Seaton Valley, an area of currently inaccessible farmland.  
By linking the three valleys and managing the natural spaces together, the opportunities 
to enhance the wildlife value and provide new public access routes are substantial.  The 
Bircham, Forder and Seaton Valleys lie at the centre of the city’s green infrastructure 
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corridors, providing the key link in the city network that runs from Tamerton Foliot 
through to Sherford as shown on Map 3. 

9.8 The location of the Park is important as it will provide an important green space 
for Derriford’s existing and new communities and it is also ideally situated to provide a 
resource for the city and the sub-region.  This role is very important as by encouraging 
people to enjoy the opportunities the natural environment provides within the city, the 
Park will help to reduce the recreational pressures placed upon other fragile 
environments, such as Dartmoor National Park, as the city grows. 

9.9 Proposal DS20 is intended to both safeguard the exceptional natural assets of 
the Bircham, Forder and Seaton Valleys, as well as enhance the benefits they offer 
through the development of a wide range of recreation, access, wildlife and educational 
resources that will be enjoyed by communities and visitors within Plymouth and the sub-
region.  

9.10 At the heart of the Park will be the One Planet Centre that will provide an 
arrival and focal point and act as a hub for activities across the Park.  The building will be 
an inspirational example of sustainable design and living which will work closely with, 
and promote, the Park landscape whilst also providing a landmark presence.  The One 
Planet Centre will form a key part of the Parks unique ‘offer’.  It will play a key 
supporting role by providing the necessary facilities and resources, by coordinating the 
management of the wider landscape and by supporting the Park financially.   

9.11 Proposal DS20 sets out the key requirements and considerations for the 
development of Derriford Community Park. 

Proposal DS20: Derriford Community Park 

Derriford Community Park will become an environmental, social and 
educational asset and resource for communities within and around 
Plymouth.  It will set an inspirational example of sustainable living and 
provide numerous opportunities for people to learn about and enjoy the 
benefits of the natural environment.  The scheme will deliver the following: 

1. a high quality, accessible, natural green space, which retains and enhances the areas 
unique character, safeguards landscape features and the farmsteads that are 
historically significant and capitalises on key views; 

2. a focus for informal recreation, through the establishment of a network of pedestrian 
and cycle routes throughout the Park connected to new and existing communities 
through the creation of entranceways and access points.  The routes through the 
Park will enhance connectivity between adjoining communities and facilities in 
Derriford; 

3.  a focus for community food growing.  The Park will incorporate community gardens, 
orchards and allotment space.  

4.  the continuation of farming within the city.  Grazing by livestock will play a crucial 
role in managing the Park and increasing the wildlife value of the grasslands.  The Park 
will need to retain facilities for operational farm activities and access.     



5.  a landscape scale restoration of wildlife habitats which will include the incorporation 
of mitigation measures for adjoining developments.  The wildlife restoration will 
include the enhancement of 30ha of flower rich grasslands, the planting of 10 ha of 
new woodland, enhanced management of 40ha of woodland, 2km of new/enhanced 
hedgerows, enhancement of 1.5km of stream habitat and new wetland areas and the 
creation of new features for bats, birds, reptiles and insects.   

6.  support for the development of the Seaton Neighbourhood adjacent to the Park.  
The Park will incorporate wildlife mitigation to enable the development to deliver a 
net gain in biodiversity and the sustainable drainage measures associated with the 
new development and infrastructure, including attenuation basins and swales that are 
also designed for wildlife.  

7.  a focus for outdoor learning, with an emphasis on wildlife, food production and 
farming.  The Park will include opportunities for Forest Schools, and formal and 
informal training in countryside management, horticulture and other skills associated 
with the management of the natural environment;  

8.  a community resource within a spectacular landscape.  The Park will provide a hub 
for community enterprise, a location for events and meetings and a resource to help 
improve health and well-being by delivering spaces where people can walk, cycle, 
relax, play and enjoy. 

9.  a new “One Planet Centre”, which is a focal and arrival point that will act as a hub 
for activities across the Park.  The One Planet Centre will support the management 
and financial security of the whole Park.  The building will provide a landmark 
presence that works with the Park landscape and is built to high sustainability 
standards.  

10. a Community Park Trust, established as a ‘not for profit’ social enterprise, to 
manage the One Planet Centre and Community Park, with sufficient revenue 
generating assets or security to ensure a sustainable business plan for the Centre and 
Park.   

9.12 The Community Park will cover a total of 137 hectares of land.  It encompasses 
a large area of currently inaccessible farmland and two Local Nature Reserves (LNRs): 

d) The Bircham Valley LNR, which is located to the south of Derriford Hospital 
and comprises an area of planted and ancient woodland, with grassland, 
scrub, streams and meadows. 

e) The Forder Valley LNR, which incorporates a variety of deciduous 
woodland, scrub, open fields and marshy grassland. 

9.13 This area offers a unique mix of environments ranging from impressive hilltop 
views to secluded woodlands and streams running along the valley floor.  The Park will 
provide new opportunities to explore this landscape through a network of high quality 
recreational routes, linking the Park with surrounding communities. 

9.14 The Park will provide a range of recreational opportunities encouraging active 
lifestyles to improve health and wellbeing.  The hub of the Park will be an educational 
resource called the ‘One Planet Centre’, which will offer opportunities for hands on 



learning in food production, nature conservation and sustainable living.  The centre itself 
will provide a café, farm shop, classrooms and office and meeting space and will include 
community gardens and orchards.  The centre will act as a gateway into the Park and a 
focal information point.  It will be developed as an exemplar of sustainable development 
and will be an important facility that financially supports the Community Park. 

9.15 This area currently supports a wealth of wildlife habitats and provides a diverse 
source of biodiversity.  Protection and enhancement of these features will be key 
objectives for the Park, as well as the management and interpretation of these assets.  It 
will also have a role in incorporating the wildlife mitigation and the sustainable 
management of water from the new development. 

9.16 The route of the Forder Valley link road runs through the Park at the junction of 
the two valleys.  It will need to be designed in conjunction with the masterplan for the 
Community Park, to ensure that it is positively integrated into the Park design and 
landscape.  To ensure connectivity across the Park is enabled, the road design will need 
to allow for key connections to be made for people and livestock.   The provision of a 
sustainable drainage solution for the road will also need to be incorporated into the 
Park.  It is important that the design of the road reduces the dominance of the highway 
by limiting the use of signage and lighting through the Community Park, which carefully 
integrates into the topography.  The link road should integrate with the landscape in a 
positive and sensitive manner, to minimise visual and physical intrusion.  The viaduct will 
be a high quality landmark addition into the landscape that will enable livestock and 
people to traverse beneath the link road and gain access to all areas of the Park. 

9.17 An indicative masterplan for the Community Park is shown in Map 7 below. 

 

Map 7 An indicative masterplan illustrating the range of activities and 
improvements proposed within Derriford Community Park. 

Glacis Park Green Corridor 
9.18 As Derriford grows it will be important to retain a network of green spaces 
through the area.  This network of green spaces deliver many important functions 
including wildlife corridors, walking and cycling routes, attractive settings for new and 
existing communities and businesses, and provides key links across the city’s Green 
Infrastructure network.   

9.19 The Glacis Park green corridor will provide an important link in the Green 
Infrastructure network within Derriford; linking Derriford Community Park in the east 
to Whitleigh and Cann Wood Local Nature Reserves in the west.  It also provides the 
setting for Crownhill Fort Scheduled Ancient Monument. 
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Proposal DS20: Glacis Park Green Corridor  

The Glacis Park Green Corridor will deliver an important link within the Green 
Infrastructure Network enabling people and wildlife to move between other green 
spaces and providing an attractive natural feature within the urban form.  The corridor 
will:  

1. provide an important wildlife corridor linking the Community Park with existing 
LNR’s on the west of Tavistock Road.  The corridor will be designed in a manner 
which delivers maximum benefit to wildlife and will be managed to maintain the 
quality of this green space; 

2. deliver a high quality walking and cycling route, which links Whitleigh with the heart 
of Derriford; 

3. enable people to learn about the history of Crownhill Fort as they pass through the 
area; 

4. provide an attractive natural feature within the heart of the Derriford area that will 
complement and support new developments. 

9.20 The Glacis Park green corridor identified on Map 4 will incorporate 
approximately 10 hectares east of the A386 between Crownhill Fort and Glacis Park.  
The site currently consists of woodland and grassland and these features will be 
safeguarded and enhanced. 

9.21 The new pedestrian and cycle access route will utilise the green corridor to link 
Whitleigh to the heart of Derriford and will provide a high quality access for walkers 
and cyclists. 

9.22 New developments that adjoin the corridor will facilitate the delivery of the new 
access corridor and the enhancement of its quality as part of the green infrastructure 
network.  In return the corridor will support the sustainability of the new 
developments.    
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