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Summary Sheet 
 
Site Name:  Ham Woods 
Area:   35.1 Hectares 
 
Vision Statement:  
Ham Woods will be designated and managed as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) for 
the benefit of wildlife and the community. This will be achieved through 
maintenance and enhancement of the mosaic of habitats that support a variety of 
flora and fauna. Ham Woods is a key accessible green space for the community 
and access will be managed to facilitate the quiet enjoyment of the site by local 
people.  
 
Wildlife and Management Summary: 
Ham Woods is located in the west of the City of Plymouth north of the districts of 
Ham and Pennycross. The main section of the woods comprises a steep sided 
valley containing a stream that drains into the River Tamar at Camel’s Head. A 
further section of the woods borders Burrington Industrial Estate further to the 
north. The site contains a mosaic of habitats including woodland, mixed scrub, 
neutral grasslands, an orchard and a stream.  
 
The management objectives for the Nature Reserve are as follows: 

 To enhance the ecological value of the woodlands, grasslands, orchard, 
scrub and streams. 

 To deliver a high quality accessible green space that is a valued community 
asset, providing opportunities for quiet recreational activities and access to 
nature.   

 To promote the health and welfare benefits of accessing the proposed 
Reserve. 

 To manage the woods in partnership with the local community and other 
stakeholders. 

 
This management plan runs for a period of ten years but will be reviewed on a five-
yearly basis. 
 
Seeking Environmental Excellence  
This site is one in a network of sites across the city managed by Plymouth City 
Council that provide ecological connectivity, robustness and resilience against 
Climate Change. This network also contributes to flood attenuation, enhanced 
water and air quality and carbon sequestration.  
 
The table below gives a brief overview of the wildlife recorded at Ham Woods. 
 

Species/habitat National status  Devon BAP  

Neutral grassland UKBAP Yes 

Streams  Yes 

European Eel UKBAP  

Hedgehog UKBAP  

Slow-worm WCA 5  

Common lizard WCA 5  

Bullfinch UKBAP  

Great green bush cricket  Yes 

Bluebell  WCA 8  

Primrose Lower risk Yes 
 

Table 1 Illustrates the rarity status of species and habitats recorded at Ham Woods. 
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1.  Site Details 

 
Site Name:   Ham Woods (proposed as a Local Nature Reserve) 
 
Ownership:   Freehold owned by Plymouth City Council 
 
Area:    35.1 Hectares 
 
Grid Reference:  SX 462 580 
 
Conservation Status: Proposed Local Nature Reserve (LNR)  
 
Community: The Friends of Ham Woods (FOHW) play an active 

role in the management of the site and holding 
community events in close partnership with Plymouth 
City Council. 

 
Public Access: A comprehensive network of permissive footpaths 

including the Co-operative Way.  Map 2 details most 
of the paths that are present within the proposed 
LNR. 

 
Vehicle Access: There are two vehicle access points for site 

maintenance only and there are public car parking 
facilities within the surrounding residential areas (Map 
2 – Site Features). 

 
Transport Links: The proposed reserve is easily accessible using 

public transport. Bus services run along North 
Prospect Road immediately to the west of the site 
and along Ham Drive to the south. The Plymouth 
Cycle network runs through the site connecting the 
neighbourhoods of Honicknowle and Ham with the 
City Centre. 

http://www.hamwoods.org.uk/
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2.  Site Description 
 
Ham Woods is the largest area of publicly accessible semi-natural greenspace in 
the west of the city, an area dominated by high levels of socio-economic 
deprivation. Plymouth’s Green Space Strategy 2008-2023 shows that Ham Woods 
is both of city importance for recreation and of strategic importance both as a visual 
amenity and as a buffer. As such, the site offers huge opportunities to tackle health 
and welfare issues in the local community and beyond. 
 
Ham Woods proposed LNR provides a significant contribution to the overall 
woodland resource of the City of Plymouth. The site is a little isolated from other 
green spaces within the city as it lies immediately south of the A38 and eastof the 
A3064. However, this is a large site that provides an ecological stepping stone for 
more mobile species and a valuable recreational space for the local community. 
 
The site contains a mosaic of habitats including woodland, immature plantation 
woodland, an orchard, mixed scrub, neutral grasslands and a stream (Map 3: 
Phase 1 Habitats). 
 
The proposed reserve is dominated by woodlands with an abundance of bluebells 
in spring. Woodlands exist in Units 5 and 6 with the canopy in these areas 
comprising mostly oak, ash and sycamore (Map 4: Management Units) Immature 
plantation woodlands exist in Units 7 and 8; here species include oak, field maple, 
hawthorn, cherry, hazel and some conifers.  
 
Neutral grasslands with a moderate botanical interest are located within Units 1, 2 
and 3. Scrub in meadows in Units 1 and 2 was cut back in 2013 but scrub 
comprising mostly bramble and blackthorn in Units 3 and 4 remains. 
 
A stream is present running east to west across the site which drains into the River 
Tamar at Camel’s Head. The woodlands nearer the stream have a wet 
woodland/marshy character with small numbers of species such as alder. 

 
Notable plant records within the proposed LNR include bluebell Hyacinthoides non-
scripta, primrose Primula vulgaris and Common Twayblade Neottia ovata. There 
are also records of the great green bush cricket Tettigonia viridissima amongst the 
grasslands. 

 
Approximately 40 bird species have been recorded by the FOHW, although this 
figure is likely to under represent the number of species using the site.  It is highly 
likely that a variety of common resident and migratory bird species nest within the 
woodland and marshland across the site.   
 
The site has records of slow-worm and common lizard. These species are most 
likely to be present in areas of scrub, grassland and former hedgerows. The stream 
is home to European Eel and the site is likely to provide a significant riparian 
habitat for other species. 
 
Ham Woods is owned by Plymouth City Council (PCC) and the site is currently 
managed by PCC Street Scene Services with advice from the PCC Green 
Infrastructure Team. 
 
Access has been improved enormously since 2010 through a sustained investment 
in pathways, signage and interpretation from the Stepping Stones to Nature 
Project.
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3.  Site Interest Features  

 
3.1 Woodland 
 

 
The woodlands throughout the proposed reserve offer opportunities for foraging 
birds, bats and small mammals. Many mature trees that exhibit features such as ivy 
cladding knots, crevices and hollow bark encourage bat activity within the proposed 
reserve.  
 
The mature woodlands have a good deadwood resource, both standing and on the 
ground, which is beneficial for saproxylic invertebrates, fungi, mosses, liverworts 
and ferns. 
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3.2 Neutral Grassland/Scrub 
 

Lowland unimproved grassland is a declining habitat in the British Isles with 97% 
lost between 1930 and 1984.  Unimproved neutral grassland is recognised in the 
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) and flower-rich meadows and pastures are 
recognised in the Devon BAP.  By increasing the floristic value of the semi-
improved grassland within the site, the proposed reserve can help towards meeting 
the local and national BAP targets for these habitats. 
 
Grasslands provide an attractive habitat for a diversity of species including 
invertebrates, birds and small mammals and a valuable habitat for reptiles such as 
slow worm and grass snake. The great green bush cricket, a Devon BAP species, 
has been recorded in this area in the past. This species prefers rough grassland / 
scrub edge habitats. 
 
Scrub areas provide an important habitat for a wide range of wildlife including 
higher plants, insects, birds, amphibians, reptiles and small mammals.  
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3.3 Orchard 
 

 
 
The community orchard was established in 2013 in an area cleared of dense 
bramble and scrub, adjacent to the wildflower meadow in Unit 1. It was a joint 
project between the FOHW and the Stepping Stones to Nature Project. Twenty 
trees were planted and the FOHW look after the trees. Local varieties of trees were 
chosen including eighteen apple trees in addition to a medlar and a quince. In 2014 
a further twenty trees were planted in an adjacent area, once again cleared of 
dense bramble and blackthorn scrub, effectively doubling the size of the community 
orchard. Species planted included pears, plums, damsons, cherries, figs, walnuts, 
a green gage, a mulberry, another medlar and another quince. 
 
The orchard is at a very early phase but it is hoped that it will develop into a mature 
habitat with value for wildlife. Traditional orchards were in dramatic decline in the 
last Century and are now a priority UKBAP habitat. Traditional orchards are groups 
of fruit and nut trees planted on vigorous rootstocks at low densities in permanent 
grassland; and managed in a low intensity way. 
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3.4 Streams 
 

 
Streams are a Devon BAP habitat and provide a resource for a number of riparian 
mammals, amphibians, birds and invertebrates. Along the stream there are small 
areas more reminiscent of wet woodland/marsh. Species such as alder and willows 
are able to withstand highly waterlogged soils and hence play an important role in 
attenuating flood risk. They also host a wide variety of invertebrates and species 
such as mosses and ferns. 
 
Streams are an attractive attribute within the proposed Reserve, adding to the 
quality and enjoyment for the community. The stream is home to European Eel, a 
UKBAP species, and the site is likely to provide a significant riparian habitat for 
other species (Common Frog has been recorded by FOHW). 
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3.5 Community Access and Involvement 

 
Ham Woods proposed Local Nature Reserve is a place for people and wildlife 
managed by Plymouth City Council and the collaboration of the FOHW. It is 
managed to ensure that there are opportunities for community access and 
involvement. The proposed reserve currently includes an extensive path network 
including the Co-operative Way and the cycle path along Ham Lane forming part of 
Plymouth’s Cycle Network. Other features of note include the community orchard, 
the log seating area and a piece of public art by Peter Randall-Page entitled ‘in 
praise of trees’. 
 
It is essential that these features, paths and the associated access infrastructure 
are maintained to a standard that provides good quality access and makes the 
reserve a welcoming place.  
 
The involvement of local residents and stakeholders in the decision making 
process is fundamental to successful management of the proposed reserve and 
Plymouth City Council is committed to supporting this where time and resources 
allow.  
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3.6 Status and Threats to the Sites Interest Features  

Interest Feature Status  Reason for Status Threats to Interest Features 

Woodland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moderate  The canopy, shrub and ground flora layers in Unit 5 generally 
have good structure and diversity but there are areas with 
uniform age structures or which lack shrub/ground flora 
layers.   The standing and fallen deadwood resource is good. 
Incidents of fly-tipping, vandalism and numbers of motor-
cross riders have reduced. There is a large stand of 
Japanese Knotweed in Unit 5. The plantations in Units 7 and 
8 have an even age structure. 

Inappropriate use of the site (fly-
tipping, motor-cross riders, 
vandalism and/or destruction of the 
trees).   
Non-native species (inc Japanese 
Knotweed) 
Trampling and compaction of the soil 
around the roots of trees. 
Lack of structural diversity/ground 
flora through lack of canopy 
management 

Neutral 
Grassland/Scrub 

Moderate - 
improving 

The condition of the grasslands has improved and is now 
moderate due to extensive scrub clearance works carried out 
in 2013.  

Succession to scrub and woodland 
through lack of management 

Orchard Moderate The orchard was established in 2013 and will hopefully 
develop. It has suffered from a few incidents of vandalism. 

Vandalism 

Streams Moderate The streams provide an attractive visual amenity and 
resource for wildlife although there are concerns over fly-
tipping adjacent to Unit 5 and pollution events through mis-
connections upstream. 

Inappropriate use of the site (fly-
tipping/litter) 
Pollution events within the woodland 
and upstream 

Community 
Access and 
Involvement 

Good Paths are well maintained at present and are in a much 
improved condition since 2010. Ham Lane is now tarmacked 
and accessible to a wide range of mobility impaired users. 
FOHW have been regularly involved in management and 
community events since 2012.  

Inappropriate use of the site / lack of 
maintenance. 

Management and 
Administration 

Good Improvements to management and administration 
procedures have been achieved. Revenue finances have 
been secured to enable designation of the Local Nature 
Reserve. Both FOHW and Plymouth City Council continue to 
work together for the benefit of people and wildlife. 

N/A 

Table 2 - Status and Threats to the Sites Interest Features 

The operational objectives for the site have been designed with the aim of improving all of the interest features to a status of at least ‘good’ and to 
reduce the threats to the interest features 
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4.  Objectives and Management Rationale 

 
4.1 – Woodlands 
 

Objective To maintain the extent and enhance the structural and species 
diversity within the woodlands  

Target: To improve the condition of the woodland for a good structural and 
species diversity of canopy, shrub and ground flora species. 
 
To retain deadwood in situ.  
 
To coppice areas to improve biodiversity 
 
To remove non-native and invasive species. 

 
4.1.1 – Rationale and Management 
The canopy species in the more mature woodlands (Units 5 and 6) comprise mostly 
native broadleaf species with a small number of Ancient Woodland Indicator species in 
the ground flora such as lesser celandine, Hart’s tongue fern, dog’s mercury, wild 
garlic and bluebells. The woodlands are currently in moderate condition and the 
current management practice of minimal intervention has resulted in most of the 
canopy being dominated by species such as ash, sycamore, beech and oak. 
 
Actively managing some of these areas to provide a more varied age structure and 
canopy diversity is desirable. This can be achieved by creating gaps, clearings, 
coppicing and rides as well as managing regrowth after canopy specimens die. The 
Plymouth Woodland Project is working with PCC and the FOHW to investigate the 
best way that future woodland management can achieve a higher diversity of species.  
 
Creating gaps by felling oak should be avoided but sycamore can be targeted. Non-
native species such as rhododendron and laurel should be targeted. 
 
Areas of standing and fallen deadwood will be retained in situ throughout the 
woodland, as it provides a valuable habitat for woodland organisms, unless it causes a 
health and safety concern.  
 
Fly-tipping and litter is a big issue within Unit 5 and there is a need for clearance and 
maintenance. Unit 6 comprises stands of evenly aged ash, hazel, lime and oak and the 
ground flora is good in places. There may be opportunities to create areas of coppice 
with a view to increasing the age structure of the woods and opening the canopy. 
 
Units 7 and 8 comprise densely planted immature woodland. Management here should 
focus on opening up rides where planting is dense, with opportunities to create areas 
of coppice in Unit 7 and focussing on removal of conifer species where present in Unit 
8. 
 
The invasive, non-native Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica has been recorded 
within Unit 5. It distributes by nodes on the stem and rhizomes (underground stems) 
and through a high tolerance to varied soil pH it prevents native British species from 
growing and causes damage to buildings and hard surfaces. Control measures are 
required to treat and eradicate the species; this can be carried out using varied 
methods including herbicide treatment or a combined treatment. 

http://www.plymouthwoodlandproject.org.uk/
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4.1.2 - Management Tasks 
 

 Creation of gaps, clearings, rides, coppice and managed regrowth of canopy 
species to encourage species such as oak and ash (Units 5 & 6). 

 

 Removal of fly-tipping/litter in all Units. 
 

 Eradication of Japanese Knotweed, laurel, rhododendron and other non-
natives where present. 

 

 To inspect trees and woodland for damaged or diseased trees and remove 
from site if they are causing a health and safety concern. 

 
4.2 – Neutral Grassland/Scrub 
 

Objectives To improve the current condition of the grassland by regular 
maintenance. 
 
To maintain scrub and enhance the structural and species diversity 
within these areas but allow other areas to succeed into secondary 
woodland or manage as coppice. 

Targets:  To provide a habitat for great green bush cricket (a Devon BAP 
species) by maintaining at least 1.5 ha of structurally diverse 
scrub in Units 3 and 4.  

 To manage 1 ha of scrub to revert to grassland in Unit 3 

 Allow 2 ha to succeed into secondary woodland and/or manage 
as coppice in Unit 3. 

 
4.2.1 – Rationale and Management 
In the past, the north side of the valley in Units 1, 2 and 3 comprised grazed fields. By 
2010 these were in a poor condition because of a lack of management.  Units 1 and 2 
comprise the only remaining areas of neutral grassland that have not been out-
competed by scrub species such as blackthorn and bramble. These areas have been 
more actively managed since 2010 and should be maintained. 
 
Management of the grasslands should involve a single annual cut between late July 
and the end of August.  Monitoring will be required to determine if this regime is 
resulting in more diverse grassland and to ensure that scrub is not encroaching.  
 
Bramble scrub dominates eastern parts of Unit 3. The FOHW intend to carry out work 
in this area to reduce scrub cover and encourage a reversion to grassland. 
  
The overall area of scrub in the valley although reduced is still extensive and it would 
be too resource intensive to prevent it all from becoming secondary woodland. With 
this in mind, those areas not being managed as grassland will be allowed to revert to 
secondary woodland or managed as coppice. 
 
4.2.2 – Management Tasks 
 

 A single cut between late July and the end of August in Units 1 and 2 (and 3 if 
a meadow is established) 
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 Cutting back bramble scrub on an annual basis between October-February in 
Units 1 and 2 (and 3 if a meadow is established) 

 

 The grasslands will be monitored annually to assess the success of the 
management for great green bush cricket. 

 
4.3 – Orchard 
 

Objective To establish a mature and valued community resource 

Target: To reduce vandalism through increased community involvement 

 
4.3.1 - Rationale and Management 
 
The orchard will develop into a valuable habitat for wildlife with mature trees providing 
resources for a variety of invertebrates. A working orchard will also add to the quality 
and enjoyment of the woods for the local community.  
 
The orchard is managed by the FOHW and requires regular clearance and monitoring 
to prevent scrub from smothering the young trees. 
 
4.3.2 – Management Tasks 

 

 Replace dead or vandalised trees where necessary 

 Clear scrub within the orchard to prevent it out-competing fruit trees. 

 Pruning as and when required. 
 
4.4 – Streams 
 

Objective To improve the quality of the streams within the reserve 

Target: To decrease the amount of fly-tipping/litter within the reserve stream 
network.  

 
4.4.1 - Rationale and Management 
 
The streams create an attractive series of habitats and add to the quality and 
enjoyment for the community. They are also important as they provide a habitat for a 
number of riparian and reptile species, birds and invertebrates.  

 
The stream alongside Unit 5 contains fly-tipping which can cause the stream channel 
to be blocked and thus alter the hydrology of certain areas with detrimental effects on 
the flora and fauna of the area.  These areas require regular clearance and monitoring 
to preserve the existing riparian habitat and encourage an attractive environment and 
to maintain biodiversity and water quality.  
 
4.4.2 – Management Tasks 

 

 All fly-tipping to be removed from site as and when required 
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4.5 – Community Access and Monitoring 
 

Objectives To maintain a high quality accessible green space that is a valued 
community asset, providing opportunities for quiet recreational 
activities and access to nature.   
 
To promote the health and welfare benefits of accessing the proposed 
Reserve. 

Target: To provide a high quality, accessible greenspace, giving the wider 
community of Ham the opportunity to undertake quiet recreational 
activities and enjoy the wildlife without causing conflict with the nature 
conservation objectives of the proposed LNR. 
 
To designate the Woods as a Local Nature Reserve by April 2014.  
 
To maintain all paths shown on Map 2 free from obstructions. 
 
To employ a clearance regime to manage fly-tipping issue across the 
Reserve and maintain the regime to combat future problems. 
 
To maintain all reserve entrances to a high standard so that they 
provide a nice welcome for the green space. All gates / access 
infrastructure should be ‘presentable’ and every access point shown 
on Map 2 should have signage that welcomes visitors into the reserve. 
 
To market, promote and interpret the access opportunities that the 
reserve provides, both to city wide and local audiences in surrounding 
neighbourhoods and places of work in collaboration with the 
community. 
 
To work with the Friends of Ham Woods for the good of the woods. 
 
To monitor deadwood and invasive species within the woods in 
conjunction with FOHW and the University of Plymouth. 
 
To monitor small mammal, moth, butterfly and bird populations within 
the woods in conjunction with FOHW. 

 
4.5.1 – Rationale and Management 
 
The Reserve is an attractive place to walk and spot wildlife and these activities are 
encouraged. Members of the community of all ages are now regularly seen using the 
woods on improved pathways and Plymouth’s Cycle Network which runs through the 
site. The site has been transformed since 2010 through the combined efforts of the 
local community and the Stepping Stones to Nature Project. Previously, the woods 
were associated with all kinds of anti-social behaviour. 
 
The turnaround that has been achieved is important given the deprived nature of local 
communities and the cross-cutting benefits of better health and welfare that 
greenspace can provide.   
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Path & Ride Vegetation Clearance  
Vegetation encroachment around paths will quickly limit access opportunities for the 
community unless they are proactively managed.  It is essential that paths are kept 
free from obstructions. Map 2 shows all the paths that should be cleared as required 
outside of the bird-nesting season.  
 
Marketing, Interpretation and Promotion:  
A programme of events carried out by the active ‘Friends of Ham Woods’ group and 
supported by PCC will continue to highlight the opportunities that this site offers to the 
locals residents.  
 
There is a website for the site, a programme of events in natural spaces across the city 
and the Friends Group have a website: 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/hamwoodslnr  
www.plymouth.gov.uk/parksnatureevents 
www.hamwoods.org.uk 
 
Fly-tipping: Fly-tipping is a particular issue in Unit 5. A clearance project is required to 
encourage the local community to change their behaviour, followed up by a regular 
clearance regime. 
 
Motor-cross biking 
The use of the site by motor-cross users has decreased since 2010 as a result of 
higher numbers of the community using the site for peaceful enjoyment.  
 
 
4.5.2 – Management Tasks Summary 

 

 Designate the site as a Local Nature Reserve by April 2014 

 Maintain entrances, paths and rides free from vegetation encroachment  

 Regular Site Inspection - all access routes, entrances, bridges and access 
infrastructure to be checked on a regular basis  

 Signage from road access points can be improved 

 Maintain signs and interpretation panels, every access point should have 
signage to welcome visitors to the reserve 

 Clear fly-tipping from all Units regularly 

 Grassland, Deadwood and Invasive Species Monitoring 

http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/hamwoodslnr
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/parksnatureevents
http://www.hamwoods.org.uk/
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4.6 – Management and Administration 
 

Objective To manage the woods in partnership with the local community and 
other stakeholders such as the Police, the NHS and PCC Departments 
[Street Scene Services, Regeneration, Youth Services and Planning 
Services] 

Target: The Reserve’s management and administration will support the 
objectives of this plan  

 
4.6.1 - Rationale and Management 
 
Ham Woods was a key site for the Stepping Stones to Nature Project, forging links 
between the local community and key stakeholders. Closer working and promotion of 
Ham Woods should help to increase usage and a sense of ownership. In the future, 
this sense of ownership will be sustained by an effective partnership with real influence 
on the management decisions made in the proposed reserve. 
 
There are opportunities to engage institutions and groups in the area and encourage 
them to use the woods more. These include All Saints Academy, Pennycross Primary 
School, Mayflower Primary School, YMCA, Honicknowle Partnership (HOPES) and the 
Halcyon Centre. 
 
The Nature Reserve will be managed in a wildlife friendly manner to include the 
following measures where possible: 
 

 Removal of vegetation outside the bird nesting season (March-August 
inclusive) 

 Any works to trees with suitability for bats should be checked by a professional 
ecologist prior to works commencing 

 Herbicides and pesticides will not be used unless absolutely necessary 

 Specifying and using environmentally friendly products 

 The Environment Agency’s Pollution Prevention Guidelines (PPG5) should be 
complied with at all times when working near water 

 
Any proposed departures from the above should be discussed with the PCC Green 
Infrastructure Officer prior to implementation. 

The administration of the site must ensure that all management activities are 
completed successfully in order that features will be moving towards ‘good’ status.  
The following procedures should be completed: 
 

 Site risk assessments should be checked and updated if required. 

 All monitoring projects should be completed. 

 Notable species sightings should be reported to Devon Biodiversity Records 
Centre. 

 There is an aspiration to support detailed invertebrate, fungi, lichen, moss and 
protected species surveys to improve the understanding of the nature 
conservation interests on site. 

 Any damage to site infrastructure should be reported and repaired as soon as 
is practicable. 

 The management plan should be fully reviewed every 5 years, with interim 
reviews if required 
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5.  Management Actions 
 
A broad range of management actions, or tasks, are required to deliver the objectives set out in the previous chapter.  These are expressed 
below as Annual / Ongoing Maintenance Tasks, and Reserve Improvement Projects. Proactive work between the Council and the voluntary 
sector will be required to realise many of these tasks.   
 
5.1 – Annual / Ongoing Maintenance Tasks 
 

Task Period of Work Units Period Personnel 

Cut Grassland Annually 1, 2 & 3 Late July - August PCC Street Scene Services/ FOHW 

Scrub control Annually 1, 2 & 3 October – March PCC Street Scene Services/ FOHW 

Orchard management As required 3 As required FOHW 

Maintain all access 
routes and entrances  

As required All As required PCC Street Scene Services/ FOHW 

Maintain signage at 
access points  

As required All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Maintain interpretation 
panels and benches 

As required All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Site Inspections - Access 
Infrastructure and Litter 
Checks 

Annually and 
when required 

All As required PCC Street Scene Services/ FOHW 

Health and safety check 
of trees and woodland 

As necessary All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Invasive and non-native 
species monitoring and 
removal  

Annually All As required PCC Street Scene Services/ FOHW 

Fly-tipping monitoring 
and removal 

Monthly All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Grassland, Deadwood 
and Invasive species 
Monitoring  

Annually 1 and 2 May – July FOHW 

Creation of gaps, Annually – All As required PCC Street Scene Services/ FOHW 
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Task Period of Work Units Period Personnel 

clearings, rides and 
managed canopy 
regrowth 

Rolling 3 - 5 
Year Rotation 

Woodland Monitoring As required All April – June Plymouth Woodland Project/FOHW 
   

Administrative 
Requirements 
Work with the community 
and stakeholders to 
improve management 
 
Site risk assessments 
should be checked and 
updated and collated. 
 
Notable species 
sightings/monitoring 
results should be 
reported to DBRC. 
 
Damage to site 
infrastructure reported 
and repaired promptly. 
 
The management plan 
should be reviewed 
every 5 years  
 
All monitoring projects 
results should be 
completed and collated. 

 
 
As required 
 

 
 
Annually 
 
 
 
Annually 
 
 
 
 
As required 
 
 
 
5-yearly 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All 
 
 
 

All 
 
 
 

As 
appropriate 

 
 
 

As 
appropriate 

 
 

All 
 
 
 

All 
 

 
 

As required 
 
 
 

April 
 
 
 

End of financial 
year 

 
 
 

As required 
 
 
 

As required 
 
 
 

End of financial 
year 

 

 
 
FOHW, PCC Green Infrastructure 
Team, PCC Street Scene Services 
 
 
PCC Street Scene Services 
 
 
 
PCC Green Infrastructure Officer  
 
 
 
 
PCC Street Scene Services/ FOHW  
 
 
 
PCC Green Infrastructure Officer / 
PCC Street Scene Services/ FOHW 
 
 
PCC Green Infrastructure Team/ 
FOHW  
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5.2 Improvements Projects 
 

Project Title Units Period Personnel 

Designate as Local 
Nature Reserve 

All By April 2014 PCC Green Infrastructure Officer 

Improved signage of 
reserve from road access 
points 

Off site As required PCC Green Infrastructure Team 
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6.  Glossary 

 
BAP – Biodiversity Action Plan 
 
FOHW – Friends of Ham Woods 
 
LNR – Local Nature Reserve 
 
 
 


